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Forward

When [ first wrote this study in 1993 I used a DOS program called Word Perfect which was the
number one-selling word processor. At that time I had an Intel 386 computer with a 16-megahertz pro-
cessor and a 20-megabyte hard drive running DRDOS. If you wanted to connect on line you probably
used a bulletin board like the one offered by Sears called Prodigy. At that time if you wanted real Internet
access, you most likely had to be going to a university that had a connection to the ARPANET (Advanced
Research Projects Agency), a branch of the military that developed top secret systems and weapons dur-
ing the Cold War. The ARPANET was created in 1969 and is the grandfather of the Internet.'

I did not realize in 1993 the extent wickedness would increase. For instance, this past week, June
26, 2009 I read a news article about a Senate bill that would protect pedophiles and arrest preachers who
preach against sin for hate crimes.” As of August 29, 2009 the reference has been taken off of the Inter-
net. We are living in the days of the prophecy and are about to see the rise of the Antichrist, the rapture of
the church, and the great tribulation. The book of Revelation puts the Old Testament prophecies in a se-
quential order. The details of everything listed in Revelation is found in the Old Testament and the teach-
ings of Jesus Christ in the Gospels.

All scripture is from the King James Bible 1611 AD.

This document was created originally with Word Perfect 5.1 and 6.0 The current text is processed
with Open Open Office 3 <http://www.openoffice.org/> on Debian Linux. On March 1, 2013 I upgraded
to Debian Testing (Wheezy) which upgraded Open Office to Libre Office. <http://www.libreoffice.org/>
The Bible comes from the free software program Xiphos <http://xiphos.org/> which contains the King
James Bible, Strong’s Greek and Hebrew dictionaries, the complete works of Flavius Josephus, and
Matthew Henry’s complete commentary, Clarke’s Commentary along with several bible dictionaries,
maps and other books which makes it extremely easy to block and paste text into Open Office. All of
these programs are free and can be located at <http://www.debian.org>.

I hope that you gain a tremendous amount of knowledge from this study and that you grow in
Christ. All those that read and study the Revelation of Jesus Christ will be blessed.

2 Timothy 3:1-5

This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come.

2 For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to par-
ents, unthankful, unholy,

3 Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are
good,

4 Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God;

5 Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away:.

1 Mary Bellis, “Inventors of the Modern Computer” ARPANET - The First Internet, June 28, 2009
<HTTP://inventors.about.com/library/weekly/aa091598 .htm>.r77

2 Michael Ford Th.D., “JUDICIARY HEARING CONFIRMS ‘PUNISH PASTORS, PROTECT PEDOPHILES.””
June 26, 2009, June 28, 2009 <http://blog.360.yahoo.com/blog-108MKog7dKiS4pVrZkbmXzvEnlYD-
PUKOdLkp?p=696>.
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1 Bible Prophecy Introduction

ann the Book of
Reuelation

rophecy... many are looking for the meaning while others are looking for the signs. What does it

mean for the Christian? What will happen before the end? Is the battle of Armageddon the end or is
it the beginning? These and other questions have perplexed Christians and others interested in prophecy.
During our study, we will attempt to answer the many questions that all people of the world have concern-
ing the end times.

A number of people who I meet tell me that they don’t understand the book of Revelation. The
reason that I feel they have little understanding of Revelation is they don’t realize that the primary format
of Revelation is an outline of coming events. An outline doesn’t give all the details, but only gives the
highlights. The major sources of the details are found in the Old Testament. Revelation takes the details
and sorts them into a chronological or sequential order for us to study.

The book of Revelation is divided into four sections, the first being warnings to the seven church-
es in Asia, and the second is the seven seals, third is the seven thunders and the forth is the seven vials of
wrath. First we will cover the seven churches in Asia and examine how they relate to us today.

A good portion of this study contains full Bible chapters with comments. The author believes that
when you read and study the Bible in context you will have a greater understanding of the scripture
whereas one or two verses can be taken totally out of context and the Biblical meaning can be twisted to
whatever the speaker wants you to believe. Not only preachers need to study, but every Christian needs
to study the word of God for themselves. This includes studying the context of a particular verse along
with what the verse is saying. When a verse is taken out of context the original meaning of the scripture
can be distorted.

When studying the book of Revelation you will find the Lord blessing you for your efforts. Just
reading this study does not constitute studying, but you need to use this as an introduction to your own
personal in-depth study of the Bible. Observing the signs of the times and your own Bible study should
make you a stronger Christian. When you see the prophecies contained in this study come to pass, and
the times start to get really bad, then you will know what is really happening and praise the Lord for his
redemptive power.



Prophecy: “The Bible’s Message for Today”

2 The Keuelation of Jesus Christ

Jesus Christ with Globe
Titian 1530
Kunsthistorisches Museum, Vienna, Austria

Revelation 1:1-2
he Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto him, to show unto his servants things which
must shortly come to pass; and he sent and signified if by his angel unto his servant John:

2 Who bare record of the word of God, and of the testimony of Jesus Christ, and of all things that he saw.

The book of Revelation opens with the statement, “The Revelation of Jesus Christ,” not the Rev-
elation of Saint John the Divine. This is the Revelation of Jesus Christ. This is what the Lord showed his
saint of what the end times were going to be like. The Lord is really the author of Revelation, for John
was instructed to write down what he saw. This is what the Lord sees in the end times.

2.1 Blessings:

Revelation 1:3
Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those things which are
written therein: for the time is at hand.

The saint who reads, hears, and keeps the words of this prophecy is blessed. These words contain
warnings, admonitions, and signs which we are to look for so that we will be ready to be caught away
when the trumpet of the Lord sounds. The Lord desires his saints to know the signs of the times, and the
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events of his soon return. When you read and hear the words of this prophecy combined with the details
you will be blessed.

When reading the third verse many overlook the last phrase, “for the time is at hand.” We need to
continually admonish ourselves that the time is at hand! In the history of heaven and earth we need to see
that the time is at hand. We need to be continually on our toes knowing that the rapture can happen at any
time. We also need to know that Jesus Christ is the beginning and the end, all things were made by him
and and without him was not any thing made that was made. (John 1:3) Thus in God’s view the time is
always at hand.

2.2 Salutation to the Seven Churches in Asia:

Revelation 1:4-6

John to the seven churches which are in Asia: Grace be unto you, and peace, from him which is, and
which was, and which is to come; and from the seven Spirits which are before his throne;

5 And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first begotten of the dead, and the prince of
the kings of the earth. Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood,

6 And hath made us kings and priests unto God and his Father; to him be glory and dominion for ever and
ever. Amen.

In the salutation John tells the seven churches that Jesus is, Jesus was, and Jesus is to come. This
book of the Bible isn't from John, but is from Jesus himself. Also the salutation includes the seven Spirits
who are before his throne. These are the seven Spirits of the Lord God Almighty. Whereas man has only
one spirit, The Lord has seven. The seven Spirits show the completeness of God.

Jesus Christ is the true and faithful witness, the first begotten of the dead, and the prince of the
kings of the earth. Jesus was the witness of God to man, showing man the error of his ways and the way
of salvation. Jesus was faithful in his witness even to the end where man, whom he created, hung their
creator on the cross. Man’s only hope, man tried to destroy. Jesus showed us his faithfulness when he
gave himself willingly on the cross of Calvary. This shows the faithfulness of the Lord toward us, that
while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.

Romans 5:8
But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.

Jesus was the first begotten of the dead. Jesus didn’t need anyone to wake him up from the dead,
but he arose from the dead of his own accord. While the world tried to kill him and is still trying to kill
him, they couldn’t do it. They couldn't destroy the creator of the universe. People are still trying to kill
the Savior, but they fail every time. Jesus refuses to go away; he is there although the world would like to
make him disappear.

Jesus is the Prince of all the kings of the world. He is above all the powers of the world, and be -
ing above makes him supreme. The song says that he has the whole world in his hands; what would hap -
pen if he let the world drop? None of the kings would be able to do anything about it.

Jesus loved us and washed us by his blood, so that we would be clean. Jesus then made us to be
kings and priests. Finally, all glory goes to Jesus, our Lord and Savior.

2.3 The Lord’s Return:

Revelation 1:7-8
Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him, and they also which pierced him: and all
kindreds of the earth shall wail because of him. Even so, Amen.
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8 I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, saith the Lord, which is, and which was, and
which is to come, the Almighty.

When the Lord returns, all the world is going to see him, and the world is going to wail and cry
because of him. They will realize that their time is at hand, and they are doomed. All the world will real -
ize that their demise will be their own fault. Jesus will show the world that he absolutely has overcome
the world.

John 16:33
These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have
tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.

Jesus is the Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending. Jesus began it all, and he will end it
all. The world is attempting to end it, but when they come face to face with the risen Savior, they will re-
alize they lost the war. They will then realize that Jesus is, Jesus was, and Jesus is to come. How glorious
is this promise for the redeemed of the Lord, while the world rejects the message. Finally, Jesus is the
almighty, no power is greater than his, and he is always in command.

2.4 John’s Commission:

Revelation 1:9-11

I John, who also am your brother, and companion in tribulation, and in the kingdom and patience of Jesus
Christ, was in the isle that is called Patmos, for the word of God, and for the testimony of Jesus Christ.

10 I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day, and heard behind me a great voice, as of a trumpet,

11 Saying, I am Alpha and Omega, the first and the last: and, What thou seest, write in a book, and send
it unto the seven churches which are in Asia; unto Ephesus, and unto Smyrna, and unto Pergamos, and
unto Thyatira, and unto Sardis, and unto Philadelphia, and unto Laodicea.

The Lord came to visit John on Patmos where he was exiled. According to Fox’s Book of Mar-
tyrs John was boiled in oil, and he didn’t die.> John was also a partaker in the tribulation that occurred to
the first century saints. Even after being boiled in oil, John was still in the Spirit! This saint of God
didn’t quit, even if it meant giving his life for Jesus. The phrase “on the Lord’s day,” does not necessarily
mean he was praying on Saturday or Sunday. I am under the persuasion that John was referring to the day
that he was visited by the Lord and given this glorious revelation. The day that the Lord comes to you is
the Lord’s day for you.

The Lord introduced himself to John by approaching from behind announcing that he is the Alpha
and Omega, the first and the last with a great voice as of a trumpet. This is the same voice that spoke to
Moses on Mount Sinai.

Exodus 19:16-19

YAnd it came to pass on the third day in the morning, that there were thunders and lightnings, and a thick
cloud upon the mount, and the voice of the trumpet exceeding loud; so that all the people that was in the
camp trembled.

17 And Moses brought forth the people out of the camp to meet with God; and they stood at the nether
part of the mount.

18 And mount Sinai was altogether on a smoke, because the LORD descended upon it in fire: and the

3 John Fox, Fox’s Book of Martyrs (Zondervan Publishing House, 1981), p. 5.
The “beloved disciple,” was the brother to James the Great. The churches of Smyrna, Pergamos, Sardis, Phila-
delphia, Laodicea, and Thyatira were founded by him. From Ephesus he was ordered to be sent to Rome, where
it is affirmed he was cast into a cauldron of boiling oil. He escaped by miracle, without injury. Domitian after-
wards banished him to the Isle of Patmos, where he wrote the book of Revelation.
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smoke thereof ascended as the smoke of a furnace, and the whole mount quaked greatly.
19 And when the voice of the trumpet sounded long, and waxed louder and louder, Moses spake, and God
answered him by a voice.

When Jesus spoke to John with the voice of a trumpet, he was reaffirming to John that he is the
same God that spoke to Moses. This further authenticates that the Jesus of the New Testament is the same
God of the Old Testament.

Jesus then told him that what he sees he is to write down and send it to the seven churches in
Asia. The Lord was taking no chances that this prophecy could be lost. He had John make seven copies
and send it to seven different addressees. The Lord also desired the greatest dissemination of this pre-
cious prophecy. The Lord realized from the beginning that man would not want this portion of scripture
on display for all the world. Nations of the world today are trying to stamp out this Word. Nations
throughout history have attempted to either destroy or change the Word of God to suit their own purposes.
The Lord realized the wickedness of man and had his disciple produce seven original copies.

2.5 The Vision of Heaven:

Revelation 1:12-20

And I turned to see the voice that spake with me. And being turned, I saw seven golden candlesticks;

13 And in the midst of the seven candlesticks one like unto the Son of man, clothed with a garment down
to the foot, and girt about the paps with a golden girdle.

14 His head and #4is hairs were white like wool, as white as snow; and his eyes were as a flame of fire;

15 And his feet like unto fine brass, as if they burned in a furnace; and his voice as the sound of many wa-
ters.

16 And he had in his right hand seven stars: and out of his mouth went a sharp twoedged sword: and his
countenance was as the sun shineth in his strength.

17 And when I saw him, I fell at his feet as dead. And he laid his right hand upon me, saying unto me,
Fear not; I am the first and the last:

18 I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen; and have the keys of
hell and of death.

19 Write the things which thou hast seen, and the things which are, and the things which shall be here-
after;

20 The mystery of the seven stars which thou sawest in my right hand, and the seven golden candlesticks.
The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches: and the seven candlesticks which thou sawest are
the seven churches.

The vision of Jesus that John saw is not the same vision portrayed by the world. The world por-
trays him as a little baby in a manger, or has him still hanging on the cross as a defeated and weak person.
John saw a victorious, risen savior, who was in firm control. This vision shows all of the power of Jesus
Christ. When John saw all of the majesty of Jesus, he fell down as dead. The Lord allowed John to see
what he didn't allow Moses to see. John saw the Lord in all his might and power face to face.

John saw Jesus walking among seven golden candlesticks. Verse 20 explains that the seven can-
dlesticks are the seven churches. The Lord walks continually throughout his church. His church is con-
tinually under his inspection, and he is always there for his church to call upon him. Also each church has
its own assigned angel. When you go to church there is an angel representing the Lord present.

When I was preaching in Laurinburg, NC one time I actually saw angels in the rafters of the
church listening to the sermon. Can you imagine knowing and seeing angels listening to what you are
preaching? It was an awesome experience for me. The angels of the Lord want to hear your message and
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know if you are preaching it right. If you twist the scripture for your own agenda that will be reported
along with what you are preaching right.

Peter gives strong warning to the false preachers who preach damnable heresies. There are many
today along with the politicians and media who deny the righteousness of Jesus Christ.

II Peter 2:1-22

But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false teachers among you,
who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon
themselves swift destruction.

2 And many shall follow their pernicious ways; by reason of whom the way of truth shall be evil spoken
of.

3 And through covetousness shall they with feigned words make merchandise of you: whose judgment
now of a long time lingereth not, and their damnation slumbereth not.

4 For if God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them down to hell, and delivered them into chains
of darkness, to be reserved unto judgment;

5 And spared not the old world, but saved Noah the eighth person, a preacher of righteousness, bringing
in the flood upon the world of the ungodly;

6 And turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrha into ashes condemned them with an overthrow, making
them an ensample unto those that after should live ungodly;

7 And delivered just Lot, vexed with the filthy conversation of the wicked:

8 (For that righteous man dwelling among them, in seeing and hearing, vexed his righteous soul from day
to day with their unlawful deeds;)

9 The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptations, and to reserve the unjust unto the day of
judgment to be punished:

10 But chiefly them that walk after the flesh in the lust of uncleanness, and despise government.
Presumptuous are they, selfwilled, they are not afraid to speak evil of dignities.

11 Whereas angels, which are greater in power and might, bring not railing accusation against them
before the Lord.

12 But these, as natural brute beasts, made to be taken and destroyed, speak evil of the things that they
understand not; and shall utterly perish in their own corruption;

13 And shall receive the reward of unrighteousness, as they that count it pleasure to riot in the day time.
Spots they are and blemishes, sporting themselves with their own deceivings while they feast with you;

14 Having eyes full of adultery, and that cannot cease from sin; beguiling unstable souls: an heart they
have exercised with covetous practices; cursed children:

15 Which have forsaken the right way, and are gone astray, following the way of Balaam the son of
Bosor, who loved the wages of unrighteousness;

16 But was rebuked for his iniquity: the dumb ass speaking with man's voice forbad the madness of the
prophet.

17 These are wells without water, clouds that are carried with a tempest; to whom the mist of darkness is
reserved for ever.

18 For when they speak great swelling words of vanity, they allure through the lusts of the flesh, through
much wantonness, those that were clean escaped from them who live in error.

19 While they promise them liberty, they themselves are the servants of corruption: for of whom a man is
overcome, of the same is he brought in bondage.

20 For if after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again entangled therein, and overcome, the latter end is worse with them
than the beginning.

21 For it had been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than, after they have
known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered unto them.
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22 But it is happened unto them according to the true proverb, The dog is turned to his own vomit again;
and the sow that was washed to her wallowing in the mire.

One of the things that I paid close attention to when I was first called to the ministry was that it
would have been better for the false teachers if they were never saved. The pain that they must suffer for
preaching falsehood must be astounding. There are many who preach that there is no sin. Many preach
that adultery and fornication is acceptable. Many preach that homosexuality is not sin when the Bible
clearly teaches that it is sin. Many churches preach that abortion is not murder. How can these ministers
preach such atrocious lies without suffering the consequences.

Jesus was clothed with a floor length white garment, not a blood-stained garment which he wore
on the cross. He was given a change of garments as stipulated by Zechariah the prophet.

Zechariah 3:1-5

And he showed me Joshua the high priest standing before the angel of the LORD, and Satan standing at
his right hand to resist him.

2 And the LORD said unto Satan, The LORD rebuke thee, O Satan; even the LORD that hath chosen
Jerusalem rebuke thee: is not this a brand plucked out of the fire?

3 Now Joshua was clothed with filthy garments, and stood before the angel.

4 And he answered and spake unto those that stood before him, saying, Take away the filthy garments
from him. And unto him he said, Behold, I have caused thine iniquity to pass from thee, and I will clothe
thee with change of raiment.

5 And I said, Let them set a fair mitre upon his head. So they set a fair mitre upon his head, and clothed
him with garments. And the angel of the LORD stood by.

Zechariah 3:8-9

Hear now, O Joshua the high priest, thou, and thy fellows that sit before thee: for they are men wondered
at: for, behold, I will bring forth my servant the BRANCH.

9 For behold the stone that I have laid before Joshua; upon one stone shall be seven eyes: behold, I will
engrave the graving thereof, saith the LORD of hosts, and I will remove the iniquity of that land in one
day.

The prophecy from Zechariah foretells the death and resurrection of Jesus. The name “Joshua” is
the Hebrew name for “Jesus”. Jesus is the brand who went through the fire. The saints of the Lord are
marked with the Lord's brand. Those who receive the mark of the beast will be marked as belonging to
the devil, while the Christian is marked with the precious blood of Christ.

Jesus was clothed with a golden girdle, or in today’s speech he wore a gold belt around his waist.
In 1993 the price of gold was approximately $400.00 per ounce, and now in 2009 the closing quote on
June 25, 2009 is $940.00 per ounce. How much is that golden belt worth? Only a king that has supreme
wealth could possibly wear a gold belt. Jesus is the king of kings and owns all of the gold.

The hairs on the Lord’s head were white as snow showing that the Lord was not just 33 years old,
but is the ancient of days. He was around from the beginning of time. Thus when John saw him, he was
looking at the same image as seen by Daniel the prophet.

Daniel 7:9

I beheld till the thrones were cast down, and the Ancient of days did sit, whose garment was white as
snow, and the hair of his head like the pure wool: his throne was like the fiery flame, and his wheels as
burning fire.

Daniel 10:5-6
Then I lifted up mine eyes, and looked, and behold a certain man clothed in linen, whose loins were gird-
ed with fine gold of Uphaz:
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6 His body also was like the beryl, and his face as the appearance of lightning, and his eyes as lamps of
fire, and his arms and his feet like in colour to polished brass, and the voice of his words like the voice of
a multitude.

The eyes of the Lord were as a flaming fire. The Lord can see far beyond the outward appear-
ance; but with those flaming eyes he can see the deep inner thoughts of man.

Hebrews 4:12

For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the
dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and
intents of the heart.

The Lord, who looks upon the hearts of men, sees man from the inside out. He is able to see the
inner thoughts, whereas man only sees the outward show. God sees the reason behind the action. The
Lord told Samuel that all of David’s older brothers were not suited for the job. The Lord realized that
they would use the position to increase their own prosperity. David’s heart was to seek and please the
Lord. When the Lord saw David’s heart, he saw a man whose only desire was to serve the Lord.

1 Samuel 16:7

But the LORD said unto Samuel, Look not on his countenance, or on the height of his stature; because |
have refused him: for the LORD seeth not as man seeth; for man looketh on the outward appearance, but
the LORD looketh on the heart.

The feet of the lord are like fine brass burned in the fire, and his voice is like the voice of many
waters. His voice roars like the ocean waves crashing down on the beech, or as Daniel wrote, “The voice
of a multitude.”

The stars which the Lord holds in his hand are the angels of the churches. Each church has its
own angel representing the Lord. The Lord has his representative there all of the time looking after how
the church is conducting itself.

Proceeding out of the Lord’s mouth is a sharp twoedged sword. This twoedged sword is the
Word of God which pricks and pierces men’s hearts compelling them to make a decision either for or
against the Lord. This Word is powerful, not weak or wishy-washy. According to Strong’s dictionary
quick means alive or lively. The Bible is alive and not dead! That is why the world is continually fight-
ing the preaching of God’s word, for it pierces and convicts them of their wickedness. When a homosex -
ual hears a sermon telling him that he needs to repent he is pricked in his heart and either chooses to re-
pent of his wickedness, or he turns upon the messenger. This is why we are seeing a hate crimes bill that
is pro-pedophile and anti-preacher in 2009.

Hebrews 4:12

For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the
dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and in-
tents of the heart.

Jesus’ appearance was shining and bright as the sun at noon. When you are with the Lord there is
no darkness for the Lord himself is light. This bright shining light emanates from the Lord himself.

Psalms 27:1
A Psalm of David. The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? the LORD is the
strength of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?

Isaiah 60:19
The sun shall be no more thy light by day; neither for brightness shall the moon give light unto thee: but
the LORD shall be unto thee an everlasting light, and thy God thy glory.
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After seeing all of the glory of God, is it any wonder that John fell down as dead, and needed to
be resurrected by the Lord? Here, he was seeing what Moses was forbidden.

When Jesus touched him, John was resurrected from being as dead so he would be able to write
this book. The first thing that Jesus told John was not to be afraid, for Jesus is the first and the last. Jesus

is alive, he was dead, but now he is alive for evermore. Jesus will never die again! He’s alive for ever-
more!

Jesus has the keys of hell and of death. This is important for if he didn’t have the keys there

would be no resurrection from the dead. Jesus conquered death, hell and the grave, thus he has the keys
for us.
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3 Thie Seuen Churches in Asia

The seven churches listed in Revelation are located in modern Turkey. The following map has
been annotated to show you the locations of the seven churches mentioned in Revelation.
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he Apostle Paul wrote a letter to the Colossians which is located about ten miles south of Laodicea.

At the time of John’s writing of Revelation, either the Colossian church has failed to exist or is a mi-
nor outpost. John wrote Revelation at about 100 AD whereas Paul wrote to the Colossians at about 60
AD. Approximately 40 years made a big difference in the Christian church. When John was exiled on
Patmos the Christian church was becoming organized with a hierarchy and more of a devotion to the vari-
ous organizations than to Jesus Christ. This has happened to every Christian organization and denomina-
tion.

It has been said that the seven churches represent seven church ages. I see the seven churches as
being represented today in the various denominations and churches. For an example, there are churches
today that have homosexual preachers and follow the doctrine of the Nicolaitans which the Lord hates!
Other churches adhere to a strict set of legalistic rules with little true love for the Lord who saved them.

In January 2010 we are seeing the push for a global currency and a one world government. The
President of the United States is actively working for this goal. The U.S. Congress and the President have
set up the default of the American dollar along with the collapse of the American economy. Even the

4 Gimp Edited Map of Turkey with locations of the 7 churches added, <http://www.azerb.com/az-turkey-map.jpg>
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head of the Federal Reserve tells Congress that we are living in perilous times.” With these warnings, we
can see that the signs of the times are pointing to the fulfillment of the prophecies in Revelation. Already
our banking is done using the Internet and we are becoming a cashless society. Jesus told us that when
you see these signs it is time for us to look up.

3.1 Ephesus — The Legal Church Which Lost Its First Love

Revelation 2:1-7

Unto the angel of the church of Ephesus write; These things saith he that holdeth the seven stars in his
right hand, who walketh in the midst of the seven golden candlesticks;

2 I know thy works, and thy labour, and thy patience, and how thou canst not bear them which are evil:
and thou hast tried them which say they are apostles, and are not, and hast found them liars:

3 And hast borne, and hast patience, and for my name’s sake hast laboured, and hast not fainted.

4 Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee, because thou hast left thy first love.

5 Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first works; or else I will come
unto thee quickly, and will remove thy candlestick out of his place, except thou repent.

6 But this thou hast, that thou hatest the deeds of the Nicolaitanes, which I also hate.

7 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that overcometh will I
give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of the paradise of God.

Revelation Chapter 2 contains distinct messages to the seven churches in Asia. These churches
were actual churches, but the messages are prevalent for us today. Some commentators have described
these seven churches as seven ages of the Christian Church, with the first being the Ephesian Church that
corresponded to the first century church, while the Laodicean Church corresponds to the end time church.

Each church is addressed by a different aspect of the Lord. The Ephesian Church is addressed by,
“he that holdeth the seven stars in his right hand, who walketh in the midst of the seven golden candle-
sticks.” The Lord holds the angels of the churches in his right hand, and he walks in the midst of the
churches. The church is not a building, but is made up of individuals. When Paul returned from his first
missionary journey, he gathered the church; he didn’t go to the church. Jesus is walking in the midst of
the church today, he still has the angels of the church in his hand. When you go home from church, the
Lord is still with you.

The Lord has a personal interest in the growth of his church. He desires to see his church grow
and prosper in his grace, while at the same time doing his work in love. The Ephesian Church worked
diligently for the Lord, had great amount of patience, and couldn’t stand the phony Christian preachers.
This church has labored diligently for the Lord. They did all of the precepts they were taught by the
Apostles. Although the church worked hard at doing the things of the Lord, they became cold and lost
their first love of doing the things of the Lord. They began to work because it was expected of them
rather than working to please the Lord.

5 Elizabeth MacDonald, “Ben Bernanke, Repo Man,” Fox Business, Dec 17, 2009, Oct 20, 2011,
<http://www.foxbusiness.com/markets/2009/12/17/ben-bernanke-repo-man/>.
“This is the most perilous time for the central bank and US economy. Because if the Fed gets it wrong, it risks a
severe double dip recession or just as bad, severe stagflation. The Fed needs to move in a “timely and effective”
way to avoid future inflation, Bernanke recently told Congress.”
Sermon Preached on January 3, 2010:
Rev. LeRoy Cressy, “New Years 2010,” Full Gospel Church, Jan 3, 2010: 6, Oct 20, 2011,

PDF Format <http://Ircressy.com/church/sermons/2010/14.01-New Year.pdf>,
Open Office Presentation <http://lIrcressy.com/church/sermons/2010/14.01-New Year.odp>.
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This loss of love happens in many marriages and it happened in the Ephesian Church. The loss of
your first love is what leads to many divorces today. The Ephesian Church started to become cold, and
lost its fire for the Lord. Thus, the Lord tells them to repent, and renew their love for him. Christianity is
not to become a set of ceremonies and good works, but it is to continuously grow in love for the Lord,
growing in his grace.

Deuteronomy 6:5
And thou shalt love the LORD thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy might.

Mark 12:30
And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and
with all thy strength: this is the first commandment.

Mark 12:33
And to love him with all the heart, and with all the understanding, and with all the soul, and with all the
strength, and to love /Zis neighbour as himself, is more than all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices.

The Ephesian church with all of their legalism hated the despicable practices of the Nicolaitans.
Clarke’s commentary has the following about them.

Verse 6. The deeds of the Nicolaitanes] These were, as is commonly supposed, a sect
of the Gnostics, who taught the most impure doctrines, and followed the most impure
practices. They are also supposed to have derived their origin from Nicolas, one of
the seven deacons mentioned in Acts 6:5, where see the note. The Nicolaitanes taught
the community of wives, that adultery and fornication were things indifferent, that
eating meats offered to idols was quite lawful; and mixed several pagan rites with the
Christian ceremonies. Augustine, Irenaeus, Clemens Alexandrinus, and Tertullian,
have spoken largely concerning them. See more in my preface to 2d Peter, where are
several particulars concerning these heretics.

There is a dire warning to the Ephesian church that if they do not straighten up and repent he
would remove their candlestick. This warning is to the Church hierarchy for the Lord is threatening to to -
tally remove them from being a true Christian Church and relegating them to a nominal church like many
in the world today. This dire warning is not just for the Ephesian community, but for all of us who love
the Lord. We need to hold fast tenaciously to our love for the Lord and not let go.

There is a promise for the Christian who continues to grow in love and grace for the Lord and that
is eating the fruit of the tree of life in heaven. Jesus desires his church to love him with all of their heart.
Those who continue to love the Lord with all of their heart will reap the rewards that the Lord has pre-
pared for them in heaven. The rewards which the Lord has prepared for them who love him are un-
fathomable for the human mind to imagine. The Lord has prepared the best for those who love him.

3.2 Smyrna — The Rich Church

Revelation 2:8-11

And unto the angel of the church in Smyrna write; These things saith the first and the last, which was
dead, and is alive;

9 I know thy works, and tribulation, and poverty, (but thou art rich) and / know the blasphemy of them
which say they are Jews, and are not, but are the synagogue of Satan.

10 Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer: behold, the devil shall cast some of you into prison,
that ye may be tried; and ye shall have tribulation ten days: be thou faithful unto death, and I will give
thee a crown of life.
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11 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; He that overcometh shall not
be hurt of the second death.

The saluter to Smyrna is, “the first and the last, which was dead, and is alive.” The Lord is the
first and the last. He started it all and he ends it all. Before him there was nothing, and after him there is
nothing, so he is entitled to take the title of the first and the last. He is the one who laid down his life and
died for us, but he is the only one who ascended from the grave by his own accord. The grave couldn’t
hold him captive for in him is life, and the life is the light of men. (John 1:4)

Smyrna was a church that was a growing vibrant church. Although they had troubles and tribula-
tions they were rich in the Lord. They had people who professed Christianity but they were actually of
the synagogue of Satan. This is prevalent in today’s church with many members and few saints. The
saints are the ones who make up the church, not the professors.

Jesus, who reads the hearts of men, knows the blasphemy of those who say they are Christian but
are actually of the synagogue of Satan. Although this church had members who were Christian in name
only, the real Christian saints hold fast to the Lord and dont waver when confronted with persecution or
any of the temptations that Satan and the world hurls at you.

Jesus told this church that some of them were going to be cast into prison. When Satan fights
you, he will use every means available to make you fall. The fire that this church was going to go
through would mean that some would have to remain faithful in the face of death. The first century
church faced awesome persecution and every apostle was martyred except for John. This same persecu-
tion is coming to the church again. Already Congress has passed hate crimes legislation

Those who remain true and faithful until death to the Lord will receive a crown of life from the
Lord Jesus Christ. Also the overcomers will not be hurt by the second death. This crown of life is an
eternal crown given to those who diligently follow the Lord and overcome the temptations of Satan.
When the Lord conducts the Great White Throne Judgment, the saints will not find themselves being
judged by the Lord. There will be no second death for them, for they have their wedding garment on as
the bride of Christ.

Numerous churches teach a doctrine of eternal security where once you repent you are saved for-
ever. The Bible tells us numerous times about holding on to the end. Only those who cling to Jesus for
the rest of their lives will find themselves rising to meet the Lord in the air when he calls them home. If
you believe that you can live in sin and still be saved you believe the same as the Nicolaitanes. You need
to stand by Jesus, resist the devil and his temptations, while enduring to the end to be saved. You cannot
deceive God and expect to enter heaven.

3.3 Pergamos — The Church with Satan’s Seat

Revelation 2:12-17

And to the angel of the church in Pergamos write; These things saith he which hath the sharp sword with
two edges;

13 I know thy works and where thou dwellest, even where Satan’s seat is: and thou holdest fast my name,
and hast not denied my faith, even in those days wherein Antipas was my faithful martyr, who was slain
among you, where Satan dwelleth.

14 But I have a few things against thee, because thou hast there them that hold the doctrine of Balaam,
who taught Balac to cast a stumblingblock before the children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed unto idols,
and to commit fornication.

15 So hast thou also them that hold the doctrine of the Nicolaitanes, which thing I hate.

16 Repent; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will fight against them with the sword of my mouth.
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17 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that overcometh will I
give to eat of the hidden manna, and will give him a white stone, and in the stone a new name written,
which no man knoweth saving he that receiveth it.

Pergamos is addressed by the one who has the sharp sword with two edges. This sharp twoedged
sword is the Word of God. Jesus is the Word, and the Word is so sharp that it can divide the soul from the
spirit.

John 1:1-5

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.

2 The same was in the beginning with God.

3 All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made.
4 In him was life; and the life was the light of men.

5 And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not.

Hebrews 4:12

For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the
dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and in-
tents of the heart.

These two scriptures show just how powerful our God is. The Lord whom we serve searches the
deep places in the heart, discerning the very thoughts and intents of the heart. The Lord knows more
about you than you know about yourself. He knows what will be your end prior to your birth. The one
who has the sharp twoedged sword proceeding from his mouth is the one who will divide the sheep from
the goats. (Matthew 25:32) Jesus divides the soul from the spirit with his word.

Jesus knows where Satan’s seat is in the church. If your church is on fire for the Lord, you can be
sure that Satan is there with his devils attempting to destroy the spiritual Christians. Satan works where
he is most effective. He uses false prophets in spiritual Churches to cause the weak saint to fall. If your
church is a spiritual church, Satan is there doing his best to destroy it. Pergamos had saints who wouldn't
deny the name of the Lord even when confronted with death.

The Lord continually refers to Satan’s seat. Although some in this church continued to serve the
Lord with all of their heart, Satan was there doing his best to destroy their superb witness for the Lord.
The saints who followed the teachings of the Lord were being overshadowed by those teaching the doc-
trine of Balaam and the Nicolaitans. Even in the most liberal churches there are saints who cling to the
Lord with all of their heart. Some of these saints even have to face ridicule and rebuke from their minis-
ters. These saints must endure true hardship as Jesus described in Matthew.

Matthew 10:16-22

{Behold, I send you forth as sheep in the midst of wolves: be ye therefore wise as serpents, and harmless
as doves.

17 But beware of men: for they will deliver you up to the councils, and they will scourge you in their
synagogues;

18 And ye shall be brought before governors and kings for my sake, for a testimony against them and the
Gentiles.

19 But when they deliver you up, take no thought how or what ye shall speak: for it shall be given you in
that same hour what ye shall speak.

20 For it is not ye that speak, but the Spirit of your Father which speaketh in you.

21 And the brother shall deliver up the brother to death, and the father the child: and the children shall
rise up against their parents, and cause them to be put to death.

22 And ye shall be hated of all men for my name’s sake: but he that endureth to the end shall be saved.
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This church had some members who followed after the doctrine of Balaam. They saw the money
they could make with prophecy and healing. The Lord is against those who follow after the doctrine of
Balaam. Numbers 22 gives the complete account of how Balaam went with the messengers of Balac the
third time that Balac sent for him. The Lord told Balaam only to go with the messengers if they came for
him in the morning. Instead of waiting for the messengers to come for him, Balaam saddles his ass and
goes with them. The Lord specifically told Balaam twice not to go with them for Israel is blessed. Al-
though Balaam told the men that he didn’t care about the riches promised by Balac, he showed that his
heart was turned by the promise of wealth. If he had not gone to Balac, Balac would not have fought
against Israel.

Some leaders of this church were following Balaam’s doctrine of seeking the monetary rewards
by allowing any sin to go unnoticed in the church. This caused the church to fall from being a spiritual
church to a worldly church. Some of the weaker Christians sincerely thought that the sin of others was
acceptable and followed the same course in debauchery. If the elders of this church would have de-
nounced the sin, the weaker members would have grown in the Lord. For fear that they would lose the
offerings of those who loved the sin, they taught the church by their silence that it is proper to live in sin.

When Balaam went to Balac, Balac never offered a sacrifice to the one true God, but offered sac-
rifice to Baal. Balaam never told Balac that he was sacrificing to just a cold stone statue. By his silence
he taught Balac to eat things sacrificed to idols. Silence is just as great a teacher as preaching. If the
preacher is silent about sin, he is teaching the congregation that sin is acceptable.

Part of the worship of Baal was committing fornication. The Lord clearly teaches in the Bible
that fornication is wrong. Many churches today are silent about fornication for they believe that everyone
will be doing it prior to getting married. By their silence, they are instructing the church that fornication
is appropriate behavior.

This church had those who held fast to the doctrine of the Nicolaitanes. This doctrine taught that
to be really “born again,” you must abuse the flesh by living in the most lascivious manor possible.® The
Lord hates these false doctrines of Christianity. He wants his church to be pure and holy, clothed in a
white, righteous garment. He will not accept a sin-stained church!

The Lord warns this church to repent, or else he is going to fight them with the sharp sword of his
mouth. It is a terrible state to find yourself fighting God! For when you fight the creator of the Universe,
you will surely lose.

To ones who overcome these false teachings and deceptions, the Lord will give the hidden man-
na. This is a twofold promise, for the Lord will feed them the living water as mentioned in John 4:10-16.
He also will provide for their physical needs. The world cannot comprehend or see from where this man -
na comes, but they think that the Christian has an inside streak with God. But they refuse to overcome
the temptations and love the sin.

The second promise to the ones who overcome the trials and temptations is to be given a white
stone with a new name written in it. Only the receiver of the stone will know the new name. When the
sinner repents, there is a new name written in the book of life. This new name is not your old sinful name
but your spiritual name. When Jacob wrestled with the Lord, he was given a new name, Israel. Jacob

6 Philip Schaff, History of the Christian Church (Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1980), Vol. 2,
p. 464.
Quoting the Catholic Father Irenaeus Schaff wrote, “The Nicolaitanes are the followers of that Nicolas who was
one of the seven ordained to the diconate by the apostles. They lead lives of unrestrained indulgence. The char-
acter of these men is very plainly pointed out in the Apocalypse of John, where they are represented as teaching
that it is a matter of indifference to practice adultery, and to eat things sacrificed to idols.”
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went from being a supplanter to having power with God.” The Christian who adheres to the Lord will be
given a new name. A name that only he can receive, for it is a special gift of the Lord. When you are
born again you become totally changed, old things are passed away and all things are become new. (2
Corinthians 5:17) Your old name has lost its meaning, for you are a totally new being deserving a new
name. Charles Austin Miles wrote the hymn “A New Name In Glory” in 1910.®

A New Name In Gl

I was once a sinner, but I came

Pardon to receive from my Lord:

This was freely given, and I found

That He always kept His word.

Refrain

There’s a new name written down in glory,
And it’s mine, O yes, it’s mine!

And the white robed angels sing the story,

“A sinner has come home.”

For there’s a new name written down in glory,
And it’s mine, O yes, it’s mine!

With my sins forgiven I am bound for Heaven,
Never more to roam.

I was humbly kneeling at the cross,

Fearing naught but God’s angry frown; i -
When the heavens opened and I saw Charles Austin Miles
That my name was written down.

Refrain

In the Book ’tis written, “Saved by Grace,”

O the joy that came to my soul!

Now I am forgiven, and I know

By the blood I am made whole.

Refrain

ory

3.4 Thyatira — The Church With Jezebel the False Prophetess

Revelation 2:18-29

And unto the angel of the church in Thyatira write; These things saith the Son of God, who hath his eyes
like unto a flame of fire, and his feet are like fine brass;

19 I know thy works, and charity, and service, and faith, and thy patience, and thy works; and the last o
be more than the first.

20 Notwithstanding I have a few things against thee, because thou sufferest that woman Jezebel, which
calleth herself a prophetess, to teach and to seduce my servants to commit fornication, and to eat things
sacrificed unto idols.

21 And I gave her space to repent of her fornication; and she repented not.

22 Behold, I will cast her into a bed, and them that commit adultery with her into great tribulation, except

7 “Israel,” Unger's Bible Dictionary (Chicago: Moody Press, 1980).
8 “Charles Austin Miles,” 1868-1946, CyberHymnal.org, Sep 8, 2007, Oct 23, 2011,

<http://www.cyberhymnal.org/bio/m/i/l/miles_ca.htm>.
“It is as a writer of gospel songs I am proud to be known, for in that way I may be of the most use to my Master,

whom [ serve willingly although not as efficiently as is my desire.”
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they repent of their deeds.

23 And I will kill her children with death; and all the churches shall know that I am he which searcheth
the reins and hearts: and I will give unto every one of you according to your works.

24 But unto you I say, and unto the rest in Thyatira, as many as have not this doctrine, and which have not
known the depths of Satan, as they speak; I will put upon you none other burden.

25 But that which ye have already hold fast till I come.

26 And he that overcometh, and keepeth my works unto the end, to him will I give power over the na-
tions:

27 And he shall rule them with a rod of iron; as the vessels of a potter shall they be broken to shivers:
even as [ received of my Father.

28 And I will give him the morning star.

29 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.

The saluter of Thyatira is the Son of God who has eyes like a flaming fire and feet like fine brass.
There is nothing that can be hid from the Lord’s vision. His flaming eyes can see through every lie and
deception imagined by man or Satan. With the Lord everything that is done in secret is brought out into
the open. All of the secret sins which are hidden from others are shown openly for all to see.

The feet of the Lord are like fine brass which provides a firm foundation for the believer. These
feet are strong, and steady. Not like the feet of Satan who is described as running to and fro through the
world. (Job 1:7)  Those who lean upon Satan have no sturdy base, while those who lean on Jesus are
leaning on the Rock which cannot be moved.

Hebrews 12:28-29

Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved, let us have grace, whereby we may serve
God acceptably with reverence and godly fear:

29 For our God is a consuming fire.

As with the other churches the Lord knows what they are doing. He knows their service and
works and faith. Nothing is hidden from the Lord.

This church allowed Jezebel, who called herself a prophetess, to teach and seduce the members of
the church to commit fornication and eat things sacrificed to idols. This woman has the same qualities as
her namesake in 1 Kings 16-21. Jezebel was Ahab's wife, worshipped Baal, slew the prophets of the
Lord, and et cetera. The elders of this assembly allowed this wicked woman to teach these heresies, se-
ducing the new Christians to walk in the path of wickedness. This woman not only taught that fornication
is good, but committed her own fornication. The Lord dealt with her about her false teaching and life-
style, but she refused to repent. There are churches and schools which teach this same erroneous doctrine
today, teaching that you must understand the homosexual, all teenagers have their hormones raging and
they cannot control themselves so the schools are now handing out condoms to them to use teaching them
that fornication is good and acceptable. This wickedness comes from the very pits of hell!

The teachers and believers of this wickedness will be cast into a bed and go into great tribulation.
The Bible clearly teaches against sin, but the nominal Christian Church goes along with the teachings es-
poused by the world. These churches will have the same demise that is promised to Jezebel and her fol-
lowers, except they repent of their deeds. The Lord will kill their followers with death. The followers of
wickedness will not be admitted into heaven, but will be destroyed by the second death. When the Lord
does this all the churches will know that the lord searches the reins and hearts, giving everyone according
to his works. Here is the account of Jezebel’s demise.

IT Kings 9:30-37
Y/And when Jehu was come to Jezreel, Jezebel heard of it; and she painted her face, and tired her head, and
looked out at a window.
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31And as Jehu entered in at the gate, she said, Had Zimri peace, who slew his master?

32 And he lifted up his face to the window, and said, Who is on my side? who? And there looked out to
him two or three eunuchs.

33 And he said, Throw her down. So they threw her down: and some of her blood was sprinkled on the
wall, and on the horses: and he trode her under foot.

34 And when he was come in, he did eat and drink, and said, Go, see now this cursed woman, and bury
her: for she is a king’s daughter.

35 And they went to bury her: but they found no more of her than the skull, and the feet, and the palms of
her hands.

36 Wherefore they came again, and told him. And he said, This is the word of the LORD, which he spake
by his servant Elijah the Tishbite, saying, In the portion of Jezreel shall dogs eat the flesh of Jezebel:

37 And the carcase of Jezebel shall be as dung upon the face of the field in the portion of Jezreel; so that
they shall not say, This is Jezebel.

Unto the ones who have not known the depths of Satan, the Lord admonishes them to hold fast
until he comes. The Lord continually admonishes his true followers to hold fast to him until he comes.
The Christian can fall and backslide. It is vital that the Christian searches the scripture for himself, and
not rely solely upon what they are taught. Jesus admonished people to search the scriptures for them-
selves.

John 5:39
Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me.

It is everyone’s responsibility to search the scriptures for themselves. If it isn’t important to hold
fast to the Lord, why does the Lord admonish his followers to hold fast? For those who know the grace
of God and go back into sin, the Bible says that it would have been better for them never to have known
the Lord.

2 Peter 2:20-22

For if after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ, they are again entangled therein, and overcome, the latter end is worse with them than the
beginning.

21 For it had been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than, after they have
known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered unto them.

22 But it is happened unto them according to the true proverb, The dog is turned to his own vomit again;
and the sow that was washed to her wallowing in the mire.

Only those who hold fast to the Lord, and remain in his bosom will receive the crown of life.
Those who refuse the Lord’s grace and return to their wickedness God will judge. Eternal security
sounds acceptable to the world, but the Bible clearly teaches that the born-again believer continually must
hold fast to the works of Christ. The Lord never gave Christians a license to sin, but holds them responsi -
ble for their actions. I have heard of several instances where a “born-again believer” has told sinners
that they are going to heaven although they are committing adultery and living in sin. If the world
doesn’t believe this lie, why would churches teach this? People like to be told that it doesn't matter what
they do, they’re on their way to heaven for they are promised eternal security.

The believer who holds fast and overcomes the world will be made a ruler over nations and will
rule them with a rod of iron. The will of these nations will be broken to shivers by the overcoming Chris-
tian. During the millennial reign, the overcoming Christian will be in charge and the leadership of the
world today will be the ruled. All the wickedness that the world does to the Christian is going to end as
their own demise.
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3.5 Sardis — The Dead Church

Revelation 3:1-6

And unto the angel of the church in Sardis write; These things saith he that hath the seven Spirits of God,
and the seven stars; | know thy works, that thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead.

2 Be watchful, and strengthen the things which remain, that are ready to die: for I have not found thy
works perfect before God.

3 Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard, and hold fast, and repent. If therefore thou shalt
not watch, I will come on thee as a thief, and thou shalt not know what hour I will come upon thee.

4 Thou hast a few names even in Sardis which have not defiled their garments; and they shall walk with
me in white: for they are worthy.

5 He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; and I will not blot out his name out of
the book of life, but I will confess his name before my Father, and before his angels.

6 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.

The author to Sardis is the one that has the seven Spirits of God, and the seven stars. Jesus has
the angels of the churches in his hand and he also has the seven Spirits of God. In Jesus dwells all the
fullness of the godhead bodily.

Colossians 2:9
For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily.

Jesus tells this church they have a name that they are alive, but they are in actuality dead. There
are many churches which the world thinks are on fire for the Lord, but are actually dead churches. Sardis
was one such church. They thought that they were alive in the Lord, and the rest of Christianity thought
they were alive. But the one who reads the hearts of men saw their deadness.

The Lord admonishes them to hold fast to the small portion of truth remaining, for that portion is
about to die. He tells them to remember the original doctrine they received and to return to it. They are
to repent! If they fail to watch, and stand their guard, the Lord will come upon them as thief. The Lord
will come at a time when they aren’t ready causing them to be destroyed.

1 Thessalonians 5:2
For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night.

2 Peter 3:10

But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with
a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein
shall be burned up.

There were a few saints in Sardis which did not defile their garments. They are the ones who will
walk with the Lord in white for they are worthy. These are the saints who are watchful and waiting for
the soon return of the Lord. It is because of these saints that the church has a reputation that they are alive
in the Lord. If these precious saints weren’t there, the church would just be another dead church with no
spirit.

For the ones who overcome and return to the Lord, watching and waiting for him, the Lord prom-
ises them that they will not be blotted out of the book of life. Those who refuse to repent will be blotted
out of the book of life. Here is another example that the doctrine of eternal security is not scriptural.
Only those who hold on to the Lord to the end will be saved.

Matthew 10:22
And ye shall be hated of all men for my name’s sake: but he that endureth to the end shall be saved.
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The second part of the promise is that the Lord will confess the saint’s name to the Father, and
before the angels. While Satan is the accusing attorney, Jesus will be right there confessing the saints to
the Father. Jesus will have all the saints’ iniquity covered by his precious blood.

3.6 Philadelphia — The Open Door Church

Revelation 3:7-13

And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write; These things saith he that is holy, he that is true, he
that hath the key of David, he that openeth, and no man shutteth; and shutteth, and no man openeth;

8 I know thy works: behold, I have set before thee an open door, and no man can shut it: for thou hast a
little strength, and hast kept my word, and hast not denied my name.

9 Behold, I will make them of the synagogue of Satan, which say they are Jews, and are not, but do lie;
behold, I will make them to come and worship before thy feet, and to know that I have loved thee.

10 Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, I also will keep thee from the hour of temptation,
which shall come upon all the world, to try them that dwell upon the earth.

11 Behold, I come quickly: hold that fast which thou hast, that no man take thy crown.

12 Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall go no more out: and I
will write upon him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, which is new Jerusalem,
which cometh down out of heaven from my God: and / will write upon him my new name.

13 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.

Jesus is holy, true, and has the key which can open doors which no man can shut, and can close
doors which no man can open. Jesus has set before the Philadelphian Church an open door. There is no
rebuke to this church for they have held fast to the precepts of the Lord. The Lord trusts this church with
an open door. They don't have to clean house first, but are at liberty to evangelize. A church that has to
clean up its own act has no real freedom to evangelize. How can you preach deliverance from sin and the
world if you are bound to sin and the world? While many do it for a period of time, they eventually are
found out to be liars.

The Lord will cause those who preach false doctrines in his name to come and worship the Lord
during the millennial reign at the feet of those who hold fast to the Lord. When the world is going
through great tribulation, these saints are spared. These are the ones who will be raptured when the Lord
sounds the trumpet for his saints to come home.

The Lord admonishes this church to hold fast so no one can take their crown. The ones who
overcome the world, the Lord will make a pillar in his temple in heaven. A spiritual pillar is a stalwart
supporter in the church. The rest of the church is supported by the pillars. These are the strong, spiritual
leaders who continually and faithfully walk with the Lord.

These saints are promised a new name, and the name of the Lord written upon them. While the
Antichrist is going to write his name upon his followers, Jesus writes his name upon his followers.

3.7 Laodicea — The Lukewarm Church

Revelation 3:14-22

And unto the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write; These things saith the Amen, the faithful and
true witness, the beginning of the creation of God;

15 I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or hot.

16 So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth.

17 Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and know est not
that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked:
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18 I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich; and white rai ment, that thou
mayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness do not appear; and anoint thine eyes with eye-
salve, that thou mayest see.

19 As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent.

20 Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to
him, and will sup with him, and he with me.

21 To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also overcame, and am set
down with my Father in his throne.

22 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.

Jesus is the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the beginning of the creation of God. Before
Genesis 1:1, Jesus was. Before all the worlds were fashioned, God in his infinite wisdom had man’s sal-
vation designed. Before the first man Adam was created, the second man Adam (Jesus Christ) was al-
ready on the scene. Jesus is the faithful and true witness. Only his death on the cross could have re-
deemed man. Jesus is faithful, even faithful unto death, so that we might live in him.

The Laodicean Church was a lukewarm church, keeping one foot in the world and the other in
Christianity. Jesus taught that you cannot serve two masters, for you will love one and hate the other.

Matthew 6:24
No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to
the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon.

Many are like this trying to be a Christian and going along with the world. This church follows
the popular prosperity doctrine presented on the television. This doctrine teaches that if you are enriched
with goods, you are rich in the Lord. They take the Word of God and twist it to suit their own purposes.

The Laodicean Church said the same thing, but the Lord said that they were wretched, miserable,
poor, blind, and naked. Because they thought that they were right with God, they weren’t able to perceive
their true wretched condition.

Instead of admonishing the church, the Lord counsels this church. He deals gently with this
church for they are totally lost. He counsels them to buy of him gold tried in the fire that they might real -
ly become rich. The riches of this world are dung compared to the riches of the Lord. The Lord desires
to clothe this church with white robes of righteousness. Their nakedness can only be covered by the
righteousness of the Lord. The Lord wants them to open their eyes and really examine their true spiritual
condition.

The Lord tells this church that he loves them, and that he is rebuking them for their own good.
The Lord only desires what is best for you, and wants to see you make it to heaven.

He tells this church to be zealous and repent. Apparently, this church didn’t want to be associated
with those “holy rollers” who were on fire for the Lord. They wanted to be staid, looking good to the
world, and being dead to Christ.

When the Apostle Paul wrote to the Colossians he expressed his apprehension about the spiritual
condition of the churches at Colosse and Laodicea.

Colossians 2:1
For I would that ye knew what great conflict I have for you, and for them at Laodicea, and for as many as
have not seen my face in the flesh;

This great conflict indicates that although Paul was writing to the Colossians about 60AD from a
Roman prison, warning them to be true to the Lord, when John was receiving and writing the Revelation
of Jesus Christ about 40 years later while exiled on the island Patmos, there was no mention of a church
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in Colosse; and the Laodicean church was a lukewarm church about ready to fall. Paul saw the start of
this when he wrote to the church.
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3.8 Summary of the 7 Churches

Church Saluter Properties

Ephesus He that holdeth the seven stars in his The legal church which lost its first love.
right hand, who walketh in the midst of
the seven golden candlesticks.

Smyrna The first and the last, which was dead, The spiritually rich church.
and is alive.

Pergamos He which hath the sharp sword with two |The church with Satan’s seat.
edges. Liberal church which did not preach

against lasciviousness, homosexual, for-
nication, and adultery. Satan ran this
church!

Thyatira Son of God, who hath his eyes like unto [Jezebel the false prophetess was allowed
a flame of fire, and his feet are like fine |to promote lies in the name of the Lord.
brass.

Sardis He that hath the seven Spirits of God, The dead church.
and the seven stars.

Philadelphia He that is holy, he that is true, he that The church with an open door.
hath the key of David, he that openeth, |This church was alive and able to evan-
and no man shutteth; and shutteth, and no | gelize and spread the Gospel.
man openeth.

Laodicea Amen, the faithful and true witness, the |The lukewarm church.
beginning of the creation of God This church did not have any solid be-

liefs in the Bible.

Each of the saluters describes an attribute of God. Jesus is not only our Savior, but he is also our
judge. He sees all, hears all and nothing is hid. He even sees the intents of the heart. He knows why we
do things even if we do not know why we are doing things.

VV YV VY

3.9 Summary of the Promises
for those who hold fast to the end

There are a number of promises to the saints who hold fast to the end. These promises are for to-
day, not just to the saints of the respective churches. When you hold fast to the Lord Jesus Christ you will
inherit these promises for yourself.

» Eat the Tree of Life

Live in Paradise of God

Receive a Crown of Life

Will not be Hurt of the Second Death
Eat the Hidden Manna

Given a White Stone with a New Name
Power over Nations
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Given the Morning Star

Clothed in White Raiment

The Lord will Confess you before his Father and Angels
Made a Pillar in The Temple of God

Have the Name of God Written upon you

Sup with the Lord

Sit with the Lord in his Throne

YVVYVVYVY

With all of the above promises for those who overcome the temptations of the wicked one, it is
vital for the Christian to hold fast to the Lord. These promises are for the Christian who continues to
walk with the Lord and grow in grace and newness of life.

Romans 6:4
Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead
by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.

Not only are we to walk in newness of life, but we need to hold fast to the end. The King James
translation uses the term “endure” which means according to Strong’s Dictionary Concordance, “to stay
under (behind), i.e. remain; figuratively, to undergo, i.e. bear (trials), have fortitude, persevere:--abide,
endure, (take) patient(-ly), suffer, tarry behind.”

Matthew 24:13
But he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved.

This endurance to hold fast to the end requires for us to stand up and reject all of the temptations
that the world hurls at us and also to take the abuse and the hatred that the world throws at us. Only the
strong in the Lord can bear up under the abuse that we will endure! We are to endure temptation and
abuse by those in the world including our own family. Those who endure unto the end shall be saved.
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4 Goi's Throne RKoom

Jesus Christ with the 7 Stars and 7 Candlesticks’

fter the apostle John was told to write to the seven churches, he saw a door open up in heaven. A
voice, which sounded like a trumpet, invited John to join him in heaven.

Revelation 4

After this I looked, and, behold, a door was opened in heaven: and the first voice which I heard was as it
were of a trumpet talking with me; which said, Come up hither, and I will show thee things which must be
hereafter.

2 And immediately I was in the spirit; and, behold, a throne was set in heaven, and one sat on the throne.

3 And he that sat was to look upon like a jasper and a sardine stone: and there was a rainbow round about
the throne, in sight like unto an emerald.

4 And round about the throne were four and twenty seats: and upon the seats I saw four and twenty elders
sitting, clothed in white raiment; and they had on their heads crowns of gold.

5 And out of the throne proceeded lightnings and thunderings and voices: and there were seven lamps of
fire burning before the throne, which are the seven Spirits of God.

6 And before the throne there was a sea of glass like unto crystal: and in the midst of the throne, and
round about the throne, were four beasts full of eyes before and behind.

7 And the first beast was like a lion, and the second beast like a calf, and the third beast had a face as a
man, and the fourth beast was like a flying eagle.

8 And the four beasts had each of them six wings about Aim; and they were full of eyes within: and they
rest not day and night, saying, Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, which was, and is, and is to come.

9 And when those beasts give glory and honour and thanks to him that sat on the throne, who liveth for
ever and ever,

10 The four and twenty elders fall down before him that sat on the throne, and worship him that liveth for
ever and ever, and cast their crowns before the throne, saying,

11 Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for thou hast created all things, and
for thy pleasure they are and were created.

9 Bible Today, <http://www.bibletoday.com/Alys/0 Images/Jesus25Candlesticks.jpg>.
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When you read the entire 4™ Chapter of Revelation you get an overall view of what John saw.
This overall view is important before going into the details and the meaning of everything. This was an
awesome sight for the Apostle John. Just reading the overall view reveals just how magnificent heaven
really is. Even with John’s description we still cannot imagine what we will see for we will be
in a spiritual dimension where there will be no time.

When the Roll Is Called Up Yonder
When the trumpet of the Lord shall sound, and time shall be no more,
And the morning breaks, eternal, bright and fair;
When the saved of earth shall gather over on the other shore,
And the roll is called up yonder, I’ll be there.
Refrain:
When the roll is called up yonder,
When the roll is called up yonder,
When the roll is called up yonder,
When the roll is called up yonder, I’ll be there.
On that bright and cloudless morning when the dead in Christ shall rise,
And the glory of His resurrection share;
When His chosen ones shall gather to their home beyond the skies,
And the roll is called up yonder, I’ll be there.
Let us labor for the Master from the dawn till setting sun,
Let us talk of all His wondrous love and care;
Then when all of life is over, and our work on earth is done,
And the roll is called up yonder, I’ll be there.

In 1893 when James M. Black wrote this hymn it shows that he had an understanding about heav-
en and what it meant to be in a place where there is no time. We who grew up with Star Trek and warp
speed along with Einstein’s theories about warping space and time hear this old hymn and realize that
there were men of God back in the 1800’s who had an understanding that heaven will be in a totally dif-
ferent dimension. When we get to see heaven for ourselves we will finally understand and comprehend
what John was attempting to show us.

4.1 Heaven’s Open Door

Revelation 4:1

After this I looked, and, behold, a door was opened in heaven: and the first voice which I heard was as it
were of a trumpet talking with me; which said, Come up hither, and I will show thee things which must be
hereafter.

The first verse describes the door of heaven. The doors of heaven are normally closed to fleshly
man. In the Garden of Eden, after Adam and Eve were expunged, Cherubims were placed at the entrance
of the garden to guard the way of the Tree of Life. These Cherubims were not placed there to prevent
men from eating the fruit of the Tree of Life, but to ensure that only those who are one with the Lord have
access to the Tree of Life.

Genesis 3:24
So he drove out the man; and he placed at the east of the garden of Eden Cherubims, and a flaming sword
which turned every way, to keep the way of the tree of life.

As promised in the former chapters of Revelation, the redeemed of the Lord will have access to
the Tree of Life, and carefully reading Genesis indicates that the Cherubims were placed there to keep the
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way of the Tree of Life. These were guards guarding the path to the Tree of Life. A good guard will al -
low only those who are granted access to pass while denying access to all others. The glory of heaven is
normally reserved for those who have finished their course and kept the faith to the end. The Apostle
John, although he wasn't promoted yet, was invited to heaven before his death.

Born-again Christians have an open door to heaven. They are promised access to the Tree of Life
and all of the promises of God. This is a door that is well guarded so that only the redeemed of the Lord
can pass. When the trumpet of the Lord sounds calling you home, everything will be worth it in the end.

4.2 The Voice of God

The voice of God is awesome. John described it like a trumpet telling him to come up to heaven.
This is the same voice heard by people in the Old Testament. The people of Israel camped around Mount
Sinai. Samuel, Job and others all heard the voice of God. They all have similar reports about the voice of
God.

Exodus 19:16

And it came to pass on the third day in the morning, that there were thunders and lightnings, and a thick
cloud upon the mount, and the voice of the trumpet exceeding loud; so that all the people that was in the
camp trembled.

Revelation 1:10
I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day, and heard behind me a great voice, as of a trumpet,

2 Samuel 22:14
The LORD thundered from heaven, and the most High uttered his voice.

Job 37:5
God thundereth marvellously with his voice; great things doeth he, which we cannot comprehend.

Psalms 18:13
The LORD also thundered in the heavens, and the Highest gave his voice; hail sfones and coals of fire.

Those who have heard the audible voice of God have all described it as either thunder, or as a
trumpet, or as the sound of the ocean. The people who heard the voice of God in the Bible have the same
report.

Some will ask me what about Elijah and the still small voice as described in 1 Kings 19? This
still small voice is the voice we hear when we pray. This is the voice which speaks to our hearts when we
pray. Few have ever heard the audible voice of God. One of my associates in the Army described an in-
stance in Viet Nam when he was involved in a fire fight. He was in a foxhole with mortar rounds coming
in all around him. With all of this commotion going on, he heard a voice behind him commanding him to
move. There was no one close to him to give a command, but as soon as he got six feet away from his
foxhole a mortar round landed exactly where his fox hole was. He described the voice as thunder.

4.3 A View From Heaven

John was invited up to heaven by the Lord. In order to have a clear vision you must be at a high-
er level. The Lord was going to show John the future as he saw it, thus John had to be on the same view-
ing level as the Lord. John was not only invited up to heaven, but was invited into the throne room of the
Lord Jesus Christ.

The book of Revelation is actually a view of the world and the world’s events from heaven. It is
not a worldly view of the world but a spiritual view of the world. Imagine being invited into heaven’s
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throne room with God sitting on the throne, the twenty-four elders, the four beasts and everything else in
the throne room. For the first time in John’s life he was able to see the world and coming events as the
Lord himself. John was able to see the end from the beginning! He was able to see the saints rising in the
air to meet Jesus Christ. He was able to see everything in an instant or in a moment of time. Is it any
wonder that there are so many who are not able to interpret Revelation? We read the book of Revelation
from what we perceive as a physical viewpoint while in reality Revelation is a spiritual book showing the
world from a spiritual viewpoint.

Another item to consider is that John was shown a world that he did not know. For instance he
never saw a car, truck, railroad, helicopter, airplane, computer, ATM bank terminal, or any of the other
items that we see and know about. Thus when John was shown a nuclear war with the rockets, jet fight-
ers, helicopters and etcetera and was told to write what he saw, he did not have the nomenclature to de-
scribe our modern world. Thus John did the best job he possibly could describing what he saw with terms
that he was familiar with. Throughout this study we will attempt to interpret John’s descriptions with
modern descriptions.

4.4 God’s Throne

Revelation 4:2-3

And immediately I was in the spirit; and, behold, a throne was set in heaven, and one sat on the throne.

3 And he that sat was to look upon like a jasper and a sardine stone: and there was a rainbow round about
the throne, in sight like unto an emerald.

o

Jasper Stones Sardine (red carnelian) Emerald

Many of us do not know what the gems look like that are mentioned in the Bible. Over the period
of time some of the names have changed and etcetera. We must remember that John wrote what he saw
using the vocabulary of his age.

When John was invited up to the throne room of heaven he was translated immediately and
changed into a spiritual body. The first thing that John notices is the throne and who is sitting on the
throne. With all the other things going on in the throne room of heaven the central point is Jesus Christ,
the First and the Last, the Alpha ‘A’ and Omega ‘Q2’. Jesus is all encompassing, and his eminence over-
powers everything else. Is it any wonder that the first thing John noticed is the Lord himself?

When John looked upon the majesty of Jesus Christ he saw one who had the coloring of jasper
and sardine stones. These stones are reddish brown in color and polish to a high brilliance. John saw a
brilliant shining Jesus sitting on his throne. Around the throne was a rainbow which cast a greenish light
like the color of an emerald. In studying this I thought about Dorothy and the Wizard of Oz. Since Satan
has a major hold on Hollywood, wouldn’t he like to take the view of heaven that John saw and turn it
around? The wizard in the movie was a weak old man who tried to make himself God. Satan attempted
the same thing. Isaiah 14 describes Satan attempting to make himself like the most high and is become
weak like men.
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Isaiah 14:9-15

Hell from beneath is moved for thee to meet thee at thy coming: it stirreth up the dead for thee, even all
the chief ones of the earth; it hath raised up from their thrones all the kings of the nations.

10 All they shall speak and say unto thee, Art thou also become weak as we? art thou become like unto
us?

11 Thy pomp is brought down to the grave, and the noise of thy viols: the worm is spread under thee, and
the worms cover thee.

12 How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! /4ow art thou cut down to the ground,
which didst weaken the nations!

13 For thou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of
God: I will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north:

14 1 will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will be like the most High.

15 Yet thou shalt be brought down to hell, to the sides of the pit.

Satan and the people of the world are still trying to lift themselves up to the height of God. But
their end will be their demise. No man, woman, or angel can ever even come close to the stature,
strength, and glory of the Lord Jesus Christ. While Satan and people of the world are busy preparing
themselves for the pit of hell, the born-again Christians are preparing themselves for the glory of heaven.
You are either preparing yourself for eternity in heaven, or you are preparing yourself for an eternity
burning in hell. Satan thought he was smarter than God and attempted to usurp God’s majesty and
throne. Hell was prepared for the devil and his angels, and the size of hell is continually expanding to ac-
commodate the wicked who have refused God’s precious gift of salvation.

Isaiah 5:14
Therefore hell hath enlarged herself, and opened her mouth without measure: and their glory, and their
multitude, and their pomp, and he that rejoiceth, shall descend into it.

Hell is continually enlarging herself to accommodate the masses who have chosen an eternity in
hell rather than an eternity in heaven. For instance all of the lying politicians who lust for power and rule
over the population will find themselves burning in a lake of fire for all eternity. Look at the following
verse to see why hell is enlarging. How many do you know fit the following description?

Revelation 21:8

But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers,
and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which
is the second death.

The Apostle Paul gave an exhaustive list of those who are heading for the lake of fire in the first
chapter of Romans. Now many stop reading the first chapter of Romans at the 17" verse for this de-
scribes being saved by grace. This is the verse that Martin Luther used to form the Lutheran Church. It is
important to read past the grace of the Lord to learn about those who are not covered by grace and the
judgment of the Lord. Many want to believe that once you repent you are saved no matter what lifestyle
or sin you choose to indulge. This is a nice belief, but it cannot be found in the Bible.

Romans 1:17-32

For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, The just shall live by
faith.

18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men,
who hold the truth in unrighteousness;

19 Because that which may be known of God is manifest in them; for God hath shewed it unto them.

20 For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the
things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse:

37



Prophecy: “The Bible’s Message for Today”

21 Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; but became
vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened.

22 Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools,

23 And changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into an image made like to corruptible man, and to
birds, and fourfooted beasts, and creeping things.

24 Wherefore God also gave them up to uncleanness through the lusts of their own hearts, to dishonour
their own bodies between themselves:

25 Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and served the creature more than the Cre-
ator, who is blessed for ever. Amen.

26 For this cause God gave them up unto vile affections: for even their women did change the natu-
ral use into that which is against nature:

27 And likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust one toward
another; men with men working that which is unseemly, and receiving in themselves that recom-
pence of their error which was meet.

28 And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a repro-
bate mind, to do those things which are not convenient;

29 Being filled with all unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full
of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity; whisperers,

30 Backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to
parents,

31 Without understanding, covenantbreakers, without natural affection, implacable, unmerciful:

32 Who knowing the judgment of God, that they which commit such things are worthy of death, not
only do the same, but have pleasure in them that do them.

When you read Romans 1 and compare it to the book of Revelation you can see that those who
choose to live a life filled with the wickedness of the world have rejected the grace of the Lord for the
pleasures of sin for a season. (Hebrews 11:24-25) There are many who consider themselves to be Chris-
tians but are in reality headed toward the lake of fire. Just calling yourself a Christian does not mean that
you are one of the redeemed of the Lord.

4.5 Twenty-four Elders

Revelation 4:4
And round about the throne were four and twenty seats: and upon the seats I saw four and twenty elders
sitting, clothed in white raiment; and they had on their heads crowns of gold.

Around the Lord’s throne are twenty-four seats with Elders sitting clothed in white raiment with
golden crowns on their head. The white raiment symbolizes the purity and righteousness of those who are
washed by the blood of Jesus Christ. The crowns show us that we are made rulers and princes in God’s
kingdom. Whereas the wicked of this world are thirsting and conniving to become rulers and have power
over others, it is the redeemed of the Lord who end up with the power.

These elders are the redeemed saints as described in Revelation 5.

Revelation 5:8-9

And when he had taken the book, the four beasts and four and twenty elders fell down before the Lamb,
having every one of them harps, and golden vials full of odours, which are the prayers of saints.

9 And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the seals thereof: for
thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people,
and nation;
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4.5.1 The Rapture of the Church

Only the redeemed of the Lord can sing the new song. The Lord didn’t redeem the angels who
followed Satan, but he redeemed men who gave their hearts entirely to the Lord. Also notice that before
the great tribulation the saints are in heaven casting their golden crowns before the Lord. These are the
saints who have their robes washed white by the blood of Jesus Christ and have made the rapture as de-
scribed in 1 Thessalonians.

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not,
even as others which have no hope.

14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring
with him.

15 For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the coming
of the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep.

16 For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with
the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first:

17 Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the
Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.

18 Wherefore comfort one another with these words.

I have been asked if there are some true Christians whom the Lord leaves behind when he calls
his church home? If they are true born-again Christians they will meet the Lord in the air, but if they are
nominal Christians, they will miss the call. Look at the descriptions of the seven churches in Asia. Only
two of the seven were totally upright with the Lord and were ready for the rapture. Most likely the same
proportion, (28%) of born-again Christians are ready for the Lord’s soon calling his church home. A large
number, which no man can number, of those who miss the call of the Lord will repent during the great
tribulation when they realize that it is their last chance. These tribulation saints are described later in
Revelation 7.

The elders in heaven are those whom the Lord doesn’t have to chastise to get their attention.
These saints are the ones who whole-heartedly serve the Lord during the good times. Most of Christiani -
ty today is like the Laodicean Church. They are neither hot or cold toward the Lord. Those who hear the
call of the Lord and rise to meet him in the air follow after the example of the Philadelphian and Smyrni-
an churches. They totally hold fast to the precepts taught in the Bible. They hold fast to both the Spirit of
the Word and the Letter of the Word. They never tell someone that although the Bible says such and such
it actually means thus. They allow the Bible to stand on its own and believe every word written therein.

4.6 The Seven Spirits of God

Revelation 4:5
And out of the throne proceeded lightnings and thunderings and voices: and there were seven lamps of
fire burning before the throne, which are the seven Spirits of God.

Out of the throne of God proceed lightnings, thunderings, and voices. The immensity of the Lord
is too great for man to comprehend. During a thunder storm one bolt of lightning will burn up most
things in its path. Out of the throne of God proceeds not just one bolt of lightning at a time, but plural
bolts. This is looking at the aspect that the Lord is a consuming fire.

Deuteronomy 4:24
For the LORD thy God is a consuming fire, even a jealous God.
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Deuteronomy 9:3

Understand therefore this day, that the LORD thy God is he which goeth over before thee; as a consum-
ing fire he shall destroy them, and he shall bring them down before thy face: so shalt thou drive them out,
and destroy them quickly, as the LORD hath said unto thee.

Hebrews 12:29
For our God is a consuming fire.

Along with the lightnings there are the thunderings which proceed from the throne. These thun-
ders of the Lord will destroy all adversaries of the Lord.

1 Samuel 2:10

The adversaries of the LORD shall be broken to pieces; out of heaven shall he thunder upon them: the
LORD shall judge the ends of the earth; and he shall give strength unto his king, and exalt the horn of his
anointed.

These thunders of the Lord will judge the ends of the earth. Many talk about the Great White
Throne Judgment, but those who are condemned by the Lord will be judged by thunderings of the Lord.

Finally proceeding out of the throne are many voices. When the Lord speaks, his voice has been
described like the voice of many waters.

Ezekiel 43:2
And, behold, the glory of the God of Israel came from the way of the east: and his veice was like a noise
of many waters: and the earth shined with his glory.

Revelation 1:15
And his feet like unto fine brass, as if they burned in a furnace; and his voice as the sound of many wa-
ters.

When a crowd roars, their combined voices sound like the crashing waves of the ocean. Proceed-
ing out of the throne of the Lord is many voices at the same time. The Lord is continually answering the
prayers of his saints, not just taking care of one request at a time, but as many re quests come in he takes
care of immediately.

The Lord answers requests of prayer in three general ways:

» Immediate answer to the need
» No
»  Wait

Some have told me that the Lord doesn’t answer their prayers the way they want. Man thinks that
he knows what is best for him, but when he requests help from the Lord, he is seeking not only the Lord’s
help, but the Lord’s wisdom. The Lord can see the end result from the beginning, while man’s vision is
only on the problem at hand.

James tells his readers why their prayers aren’t being answered:

James 4:3
Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume if upon your lusts.

Many of today’s Christians are disappointed when God tells them, “No!” But if the person re-
questing God for mediation in their affairs accepts that they are asking the supreme commander of the
universe they will be joyous with whatever response that the Lord gives. The Lord always responds, but
not necessarily to their desires.
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Before the throne of the Lord are seven lamps burning which are the seven spirits of the Lord.
The Lord has seven spirits, while man only has one. Man has either the spirit of God or he has Satan’s
evil spirit. This is not to say that everyone who is not born again is possessed by one or more of Satan’s
spirits, but everyone who is not born again is one of Satan’s agents. The Lord is complete and whole. He
doesn’t need to be “Born Again” or change any of his attributes. In Jesus there is all the completeness
and fullness of the Lord. In Jesus there are the seven spirits of the Lord. With these seven spirits the
Lord’s ways are higher than our ways. Isaiah 11:1-5 describes the seven spirits of the Lord.

Isaiah 11:1-5

And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of his roots:

2 And the spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of
counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD:;

3 And shall make him of quick understanding in the fear of the LORD: and he shall not judge after the
sight of his eyes, neither reprove after the hearing of his ears:

4 But with righteousness shall he judge the poor, and reprove with equity for the meek of the earth: and
he shall smite the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips shall he slay the wicked.
5 And righteousness shall be the girdle of his loins, and faithfulness the girdle of his reins.

Defining the Seven Spirits of God:

Spirit of the Lord

Spirit of Wisdom

Spirit of Understanding

Spirit of Counsel

Spirit of Might

Spirit of Knowledge

Spirit of the Fear of the Lord (Fear: Reverence, exceedingly dreadful)'

The seven spirits of the Lord as described by Isaiah show how the Lord is totally complete.
Whereas we might have some of these attributes, no one has all of these attributes. We cannot see into an
individuals heart to see what his true nature is. We have limited knowledge, wisdom, understanding,
counsel, and might. Only the Lord has the complete ability of all of these attributes, thus the seven spirits
of God. In Jesus there is all wisdom, understanding, counsel, might, knowledge, and fear. In Jesus there
is all of the fulness of the godhead.

Colossians 2:9
For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily.

In Jesus Christ we see all the fullness of the Godhead along with all of the attributes listed in Isa-
iah 11. We see how Jesus will judge whereas we judge by what we see where the Lord will judge by
viewing the very intents of the heart. In Jesus Christ we have everything!

Revelation 5:6

And I beheld, and, lo, in the midst of the throne and of the four beasts, and in the midst of the elders,
stood a Lamb as it had been slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God
sent forth into all the earth.

Notice that in Jesus Christ, resides the seven Spirits of God. As the Apostle Paul told the Colos-
sians that in Jesus dwells all the fulness of the godhead including the seven Spirits of God.

10 “Fear,” Strong’s Dictionary of Hebrew Words, 3374 yir'ah yir-aw' feminine of 3373; fear (also used as
infinitive); morally, reverence:--X dreadful, X exceedingly, fear(-fulness).
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4.7 Crystal Floor and the Four Beasts

Revelation 4:6-8

And before the throne there was a sea of glass like unto crystal: and in the midst of the throne, and round
about the throne, were four beasts full of eyes before and behind.

7 And the first beast was like a lion, and the second beast like a calf, and the third beast had a face as a
man, and the fourth beast was like a flying eagle.

8 And the four beasts had each of them six wings about Aim; and they were full of eyes within: and they
rest not day and night, saying, Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, which was, and is, and is to come.

Before the throne of the Lord is a sea of glass like fine crystal. This glass sea has no imperfec-
tions in it or air bubbles. This glass floor was what enabled Ezekiel to see through the floor into heaven.
The Lord’s throne room is perfect in every way.

Surrounding the throne are four beasts with eyes in front and behind. Nothing gets by these
beasts. These are the perfect guards, they see 360° around them.

4.8 Ezekiel’s View of Heaven

The first chapter of Ezekiel describes a view of heaven as seen by the prophet looking up and see -
ing a huge object descending toward him. Ezekiel sees heaven by looking up through the glass floor and
seeing everything from the bottom. It is like seeing a space shuttle hurtling through the atmosphere com-
ing in for a landing.

4.8.1 Ezekiel’s Overall Vision

Ezekiel saw heaven from below looking up at it as it descended to the earth. He saw what we see
when we see one of our space ships reenter the atmosphere with the fiery heat and the appearance of fire
and everything.

Space Shuttle Reentry"

Ezekiel 1:4

And I looked, and, behold, a whirlwind came out of the north, a great cloud, and a fire infolding itself,
and a brightness was about it, and out of the midst thereof as the colour of amber, out of the midst of the
fire.

Compare the above picture with what you read in Ezekiel 1:4. In the picture we see the fire,
brightness, and the amber color. The space shuttle is traveling approximately 17,500 miles per hour upon
reentry causing the fiery amber glow. Ezekiel saw a similar spectacle when he saw heaven.

Ezekiel saw heaven as a giant space ship coming in for a landing on the earth. The closest thing
that happened in Ezekiel’s time would have been a meteor falling to the earth. Those of us who grew up

11 Space Shuttle Mission 2007 <http://i42.photobucket.com/albums/e304/Dangerousdaze/reentry3.png>
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during the 1960’s and witnessed all of the NASA space flights know about the intense heat generated by
an object entering the atmosphere. Now looking on the outside of the shuttle is far different than seeing
what the inside is like. Although Ezekiel was able to see the inside through the glass floor, his perspective
was very different than John’s.

Space Shuttle Cockpit'?

Seeing a shuttle from the inside is far different from seeing the fiery hot exterior coming in for
landing. While the inside is nice and cool, the outside is a burning fiery hot object. This caused Ezekiel
to focus on the outside while John focused on the one who controls everything. John’s focus was on Je-
sus Christ while Ezekiel concentrates on the four beasts under the vehicle. John saw each beast as having
a distinct face while Ezekiel saw each beast having four faces. They each saw the same faces, just that
their perspective was different.

> lion
> calf
> man
> eagle

12 <http://spaceflight.nasa.gov/gallery/images/shuttle/sts-101/hires/s99 01418.jpg>
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4.8.2 Ezekiel’s Description of the Four Beasts

Ezekiel 1:5-21

Also out of the midst thereof came the likeness of four living creatures. And this was their appearance;
they had the likeness of a man.

6 And every one had four faces, and every one had four wings.

7 And their feet were straight feet; and the sole of their feet was like the sole of a calf’s foot: and they
sparkled like the colour of burnished brass.

8 And they had the hands of a man under their wings on their four sides; and they four had their faces and
their wings.

9 Their wings were joined one to another; they turned not when they went; they went every one straight
forward.

10 As for the likeness of their faces, they four had the face of a man, and the face of a lion, on the right
side: and they four had the face of an ox on the left side; they four also had the face of an eagle.

11 Thus were their faces: and their wings were stretched upward; two wings of every one were joined one
to another, and two covered their bodies.

12 And they went every one straight forward: whither the spirit was to go, they went; and they turned not
when they went.

13 As for the likeness of the living creatures, their appearance was like burning coals of fire, and like the
appearance of lamps: it went up and down among the living creatures; and the fire was bright, and out of
the fire went forth lightning.

14 And the living creatures ran and returned as the appearance of a flash of lightning.

15 Now as I beheld the living creatures, behold one wheel upon the earth by the living creatures, with his
four faces.

16 The appearance of the wheels and their work was like unto the colour of a beryl: and they four had
one likeness: and their appearance and their work was as it were a wheel in the middle of a wheel.

17 When they went, they went upon their four sides: and they turned not when they went.

18 As for their rings, they were so high that they were dreadful; and their rings were full of eyes round
about them four.

19 And when the living creatures went, the wheels went by them: and when the living creatures were lift-
ed up from the earth, the wheels were lifted up.

20 Whithersoever the spirit was to go, they went, thither was their spirit to go; and the wheels were lifted
up over against them: for the spirit of the living creature was in the wheels.

21 When those went, these went; and when those stood, these stood; and when those were lifted up from
the earth, the wheels were lifted up over against them: for the spirit of the living creature was in the
wheels.

Since Ezekiel was on the ground looking up and seeing heaven descend his main focus was on
the four beasts. Each of the four beasts had the likeness of a man. With a careful reading of verse 5 you
read the phrase, “Also out of the midst thereof came the likeness of four living creatures.” Ezekiel was
not saying that the creatures were alive, but he said that they had a likeness of being alive. This is far dif -
ferent than John’s description of the four beasts. These were on the bottom of the ship whereas John’s
were inside singing, “Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, which was, and is, and is to come.” Ezekiel’s
beasts had wheels, bearings and other mechanical items.
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Ezekiel’s Description of the 4 Beasts

Attribute

Scripture

Likeness of a man

5 Also out of the midst thereof came the like-
ness of four living creatures. And this was their
appearance; they had the likeness of a man.

Each had 4 faces

6 And every one had four faces

Each had 4 wings

6 And every one had four wings

Feet the color of brass and

7 And their feet were straight feet; and the sole
of their feet was like the sole of a calf’s foot:

shaped like a calf's and they sparkled like the colour of burnished
brass.

s o] el 8 And they i{ad the hands of a man under their
wings on their four sides;

Wings joined together 9 Their wings were joined one to another; they

It seems like the beasts
were like a mechanical
device since they operated
in unison.

turned not when they went; they went every one
straight forward.

Each beast had 4 faces
Front: man
Right: lion
Left: ox
Back: eagle

10 As for the likeness of their faces, they four
had the face of a man, and the face of a lion, on
the right side: and they four had the face of an
ox on the left side; they four also had the face of
an eagle.

2 wings joined to the other
beast’s wing like holding
hands. 2 wings covered the
body.

11 Thus were their faces: and their wings were
stretched upward; two wings of every one were
joined one to another, and two covered their
bodies.

Beasts traveled in a straight
line without turning.

12 And they went every one straight forward:
whither the spirit was to go, they went; and they
turned not when they went.

Fiery red in appearance from
the friction of the atmos-
phere. Also Ezekiel de-
scribes their speed as a flash
of lightning.

13 As for the likeness of the living creatures,
their appearance was like burning coals of fire,
and like the appearance of lamps: it went up
and down among the living creatures; and the
fire was bright, and out of the fire went forth
lightning.

14 And the living creatures ran and returned as
the appearance of a flash of lightning.
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Ezekiel’s Description of the 4 Beasts

Attribute Scripture

15 Now as I beheld the living creatures, behold
one wheel upon the earth by the living creatures,
with his four faces.

16 The appearance of the wheels and their work
was like unto the colour of a beryl: and they
four had one likeness: and their appearance and
their work was as it were a wheel in the middle
of a wheel.

17 When they went, they went upon their four
sides: and they turned not when they went.

18 As for their rings, they were so high that they
were dreadful; and their rings were full of eyes
round about them four.

19 And when the living creatures went, the
wheels went by them: and when the living crea-
tures were lifted up from the earth, the wheels
were lifted up.

20 Whithersoever the spirit was to go, they
went, thither was their spirit to go; and the
wheels were lifted up over against them: for the
spirit of the living creature was in the wheels.

21 When those went, these went; and when
those stood, these stood; and when those were
lifted up from the earth, the wheels were lifted
up over against them: for the spirit of the living
creature was in the wheels.

The wheels were described
like a modern landing gear.
When an aircraft comes for
landing the landing gear is let
down and when it takes off
the landing gear is raised.
Ezekiel describes the wheels
like bearings and it also
seems that the mechanism
has lights which Ezekiel de-
scribes as rings full of eyes.
Also notice that the wheels
were light gray or beryl
which might be like the tires
on a landing gear.

As you can see Ezekiel spent a huge amount of time with the description of the four beasts.
These were outside of the structure and served a purpose. Now the flooring was glass which enabled
Ezekiel the ability to peer through and see the inside from the bottom. A key point to remember is that
Ezekiel is looking up through the floor into the throne room. John was in the throne room.

4.8.3 Ezekiel’s Description of the Floor

Ezekiel 1:22-25

And the likeness of the firmament upon the heads of the living creature was as the colour of the terrible
crystal, stretched forth over their heads above.

23 And under the firmament were their wings straight, the one toward the other: every one had two,
which covered on this side, and every one had two, which covered on that side, their bodies.

24 And when they went, I heard the noise of their wings, like the noise of great waters, as the voice of the
Almighty, the voice of speech, as the noise of an host: when they stood, they let down their wings.

25 And there was a voice from the firmament that was over their heads, when they stood, and had let
down their wings.

Ezekiel was afraid and fearful of the gigantic moving structure with all of the noise and the ap-
pearance. Ezekiel was living in the bronze age and he did not know about steel and iron. We need to re-
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member that the prophets who were shown the future and told to write down what the saw did not have
the terminology to describe what they were seeing. They were still using horses to pull chariots and never
thought of other methods of movement. Thus when Ezekiel saw objects move by themselves he assumed
that they were alive, whereas we now have remote control keys which will start our cars with a push of a
button. Could you imagine Ezekiel see a car start automatically without anyone around?

The definition of the crystal floor is a smooth rock crystal like ice.” From this definition I do not
think that Ezekiel had a clear vision of the throne room, but was clear enough to get the idea.

Thus with everything seeming to operate on their own volition, is it any wonder that Ezekiel
thought of them as having spirits and being alive? Thus when Ezekiel saw the glass floor and was able to
see through it into a room that held the King of Kings and all of the other items no wonder he thought that
the crystal glass floor was terrible and frightful. Here he was seeing a world that he did not know and a
world that was awesome.

4.8.4 Ezekiel’s Description of the Throne

Ezekiel 1:26-28

And above the firmament that was over their heads was the likeness of a throne, as the appearance of a
sapphire stone: and upon the likeness of the throne was the likeness as the appearance of a man above
upon it.

27 And I saw as the colour of amber, as the appearance of fire round about within it, from the appearance
of his loins even upward, and from the appearance of his loins even downward, I saw as it were the ap-
pearance of fire, and it had brightness round about.

28 As the appearance of the bow that is in the cloud in the day of rain, so was the appearance of the
brightness round about. This was the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the LORD. And when I
saw it, | fell upon my face, and I heard a voice of one that spake.

Ezekiel saw the throne room of heaven through the crystal floor which was not the clearest view
for the prophet. Ezekiel sees a likeness of a throne through the crystal floor though John saw the throne
without the distortion of seeing through the floor. Ezekiel saw the Lord on the throne. The color of the
Lord appeared amber to Ezekiel whereas John used the term jasper and sardine stones. Both have a red -
dish coloring. Though Ezekiel’s view was a little clouded and distorted, he still was able to see the Lord
Jesus Christ on the throne. The Bible tells us that God is a consuming fire (Hebrews 12:29). Ezekiel and
John both saw this.

There is a brightness to the Lord that the world cannot see. All the world sees is through the lust
of their eyes and the pride of their heart. Ezekiel was able to see the fiery brightness of the Lord and the
surrounding throne room peering through the crystal glass floor. It seemed to Ezekiel that the Lord was
on fire. Ezekiel saw the bow which the Lord promised Noah after the flood.

Genesis 9:12-17

And God said, This is the token of the covenant which I make between me and you and every living crea-
ture that is with you, for perpetual generations:

13 I do set my bow in the cloud, and it shall be for a token of a covenant between me and the earth.

14 And it shall come to pass, when I bring a cloud over the earth, that the bow shall be seen in the cloud:
15 And I will remember my covenant, which is between me and you and every living creature of all flesh;
and the waters shall no more become a flood to destroy all flesh.

13 “Crystal”, Strong’s Concordance Hebrew Dictionary, “7140 gerach keh'-rakh or qorach {ko'-rakh}; from 7139;
ice (as if bald, i.e. smooth); hence, hail; by resemblance, rock crystal:--crystal, frost, ice. see HEBREW for
07139.”
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16 And the bow shall be in the cloud; and I will look upon it, that I may remember the everlasting
covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh that is upon the earth.

17 And God said unto Noah, This is the token of the covenant, which I have established between me and
all flesh that is upon the earth.

Not only is there a rainbow for us to see but there is a perpetual rainbow above God’s throne as a
constant reminder to God of his covenant never to flood the entire earth again. When God makes a
covenant with us it is a perpetual covenant whereas many who make covenants do not keep them. Look
at all of the divorces from marriages that were started by promising to stay with each other for the rest of
their lives. When God makes a promise it is an eternal promise! Man is weak and his promises are not
always perpetual, for man is easily tempted to sway from his promises.

4.9 Comparison of Ezekiel’s and John’s Views of Heaven:

Comparison of Ezekiel’s and John’s Views of Heaven

Item Ezekiel’s View John’s View

Overall view Ezekiel saw what looked like a | John’s view was from the inside
flying saucer or spaceship com- | of heaven. He was invited into
ing down to him. He saw the | heaven whereas Ezekiel was out-
same 4 beasts that John saw | side.

along with the crystal floor
which he could see through.
While looking through the floor
Ezekiel did not have the same
perception that John had, and
sometimes looking through glass
distorts what is seen. There are
filters for cameras that provide
parallax correction to alleviate
this problem.
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Comparison of Ezekiel’s and John’s Views of Heaven

Item

Ezekiel’s View

John’s View

Four Beasts

Each one had four faces

e Man

e Lion on right side

e Ox on left side

e Eagle
Each had four wings, 2 were
joined to each other stretching
upward and two wings were
down covering their bodies.
Each traveled straight without
turning to either the left or right.
The creatures had the appearance
like burning coals of fire and like
oil lamps. The fire was bright
and lightening came out of the
fire.
The beasts seemed to be like a
landing gear under the floor
having wheels and other items.

Each with a distinct face

e Man
e Lion
e Calf
e Eagle

Each beast were full of eyes be-
fore and behind.

Each has six wings.

The beasts rest not day and night
saying, ‘“Holy, holy, holy, Lord
God Almighty, which was, and
is, and is to come.”

24 Elders

Not mentioned.

These are those who have been
redeemed by the Lamb from ev-
ery country around the world.
These were given golden crowns
which they cast off their heads to
the Lord.

Clear Crystal Floor

Made of a substance like trans-
parent crystal which enabled
Ezekiel to see the inside of heav-
en from outside.

Transparent crystal glass floor.

Throne

Appeared like a sapphire stone.
A bright rainbow was above the
throne.

A emerald like rainbow is around
the throne. Lightening, thunder,
and voices came from the throne.

The View of God.

Likeness of a man the color of
amber with fire around him and a
brightness around him.

God is sitting on the throne and
appears like a jasper and a sar-
dine stone.

7 Lamps

Not mentioned.

7 Spirits of God

When comparing The vision which John saw of heaven and the view Ezekiel saw it must be re-
membered that John’s position was from inside the throne room while Ezekiel’s view was from the earth
looking through the sea like crystal. Inside the throne room Jesus is all encompassing, while looking in-
side heaven from the outside all the peripheral objects are seen before the Lord Jesus Christ is even seen.
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John saw Jesus first from the inside, while Ezekiel saw Jesus last. The world looks at heaven
from the outside, and never views the glory of heaven for they don’t examine close enough to see the glo-
ry, while the Christian has a view from the inside and all he sees is the glorious side of the heavenly hosts.
To the world heaven doesn’t look like much for they don’t have the vision from the inside.

When John viewed the four beasts they were continually praising the Lord, while Ezekiel saw
what I perceive as 4 mechanical devices with wheels. It is my opinion that the four beasts viewed by
Ezekiel were different than the four beasts viewed by John.

Revelation 4:9-11

And when those beasts give glory and honour and thanks to him that sat on the throne, who liveth for ever
and ever,

10 The four and twenty elders fall down before him that sat on the throne, and worship him that liveth for
ever and ever, and cast their crowns before the throne, saying,

11 Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for thou hast created all things, and
for thy pleasure they are and were created.

When the four beasts give all the glory and honor that the Lord deserves, the redeemed saints of
the Lord fall down and worship the Lord who lives for ever and ever.

The crowns, which were given to the saints by the Lord, are cast before the throne for the saints
realize that the Lord is the only one who is worthy of praise and worship.

The world is busy attempting to heap glory upon themselves while the saints of Jesus realize that
all glory and honor belongs to Jesus Christ the Lord. The Lord is the inventor and creator of all things,
and for his pleasure all things were and are created. So all glory and honor belong to the Lord and not to
ourselves. The saints who are in heaven realize they weren’t able to get there under their own power, but
only through the sacrificial atoning blood of the Lord were they able to be redeemed. The Lord is the
only one worthy to receive glory and honor for he is the redeemer.

The view of heaven by John was an introduction for what the Lord was going to show the Apos-
tle. The Apostle needed to be in the spirit to be able to see the Lord in all of his glory and majesty. We
need to also be in a spiritual frame of mind to begin to comprehend the remainder of the book of Revela-
tion of Jesus Christ. Though your Bible might have the title, “Revelation of Saint John the Divine” or
something similar it is really the Revelation of Jesus Christ.

50



5 The Holy Book Sealed With Seven Seals

5 The #inly Book Sealed MWith Seuen
Seals

Revelation 5

A nd I saw in the right hand of him that sat on the throne a book written within and on the backside,
sealed with seven seals.

2 And I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, Who is worthy to open the book, and to loose

the seals thereof?

3 And no man in heaven, nor in earth, neither under the earth, was able to open the book, neither to look

thereon.

4 And I wept much, because no man was found worthy to open and to read the book, neither to look

thereon.

5 And one of the elders saith unto me, Weep not: behold, the Lion of the tribe of Juda, the Root of David,

hath prevailed to open the book, and to loose the seven seals thereof.

6 And I beheld, and, lo, in the midst of the throne and of the four beasts, and in the midst of the elders,

stood a Lamb as it had been slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God

sent forth into all the earth.

7 And he came and took the book out of the right hand of him that sat upon the throne.

8 And when he had taken the book, the four beasts and four and twenty elders fell down before the Lamb,

having every one of them harps, and golden vials full of odours, which are the prayers of saints.

9 And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the seals thereof: for

thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people,

and nation;

10 And hast made us unto our God kings and priests: and we shall reign on the earth.
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11 And I beheld, and I heard the voice of many angels round about the throne and the beasts and the el-
ders: and the number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands;

12 Saying with a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom,
and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing.

13 And every creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth, and such as are in the
sea, and all that are in them, heard I saying, Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power, be unto him that
sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever.

14 And the four beasts said, Amen. And the four and twenty elders fell down and worshipped him that
liveth for ever and ever.

5.1 Only Jesus Christ is Worthy

John wept much because there was no one who was worthy to open the book sealed with seven
seals. There was nobody anywhere who was found worthy to open the book except for Jesus Christ. Je-
sus Christ is the only one who is worthy of anything. The world heaps all kinds of praise on political
leaders, actors, actresses, lawyers, and any personality they can find except for Jesus Christ. He is the
only one worthy of any praise for everyone else was born in sin and shapen in iniquity. Only Jesus Christ
is worthy to open the book sealed with seven seals and able to read the contents thereof.

Now the lamb slain from the foundation of the world has seven horns and seven eyes which are
the seven spirits of God. John saw a very powerful and strong Jesus Christ and not a weak Jesus as de-
scribed by the world. Here was all of the fulness of the godhead in his own throne room sitting on his
own throne. Here was the only one worthy to receive praise, honor, and glory. While the world does ev-
erything possible to be worthy of praise and honor, only our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ is truly worthy.
As John wrote in his Gospel, “He was in the world, and the world was made by him, and the world knew
him not.” (John 1:10) The world still does not know Jesus Christ!

The crowns, which were given to the saints by the Lord, are cast before the throne; the saints real -
izing that Jesus is the only one worthy to receive any honor. The citizens of the world spend their lives
heaping glory upon themselves. In their minds, they are responsible for all their achievements. There are
citizens of the world who have taken on the name of Christian for their own enrichment. These are the
ones who Jesus told about in Matthew 7. They even have the audacity to come before the judgment seat
of God claiming that they healed the sick in Jesus name, cast out demons in Jesus name, and have done
many wonderful works in Jesus name.

Matthew 7:21-23

Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the
will of my Father which is in heaven.

22 Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name
have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works?

23 And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.

Even before the judgment seat of the Lord men are puffing themselves up. They have the audaci-
ty to boast to God what they have done in his name. It is important to notice that they never mention that
Jesus was the one who was truly doing the work through them. They insist upon taking all of the credit
and glory for all the wonderful works of the Lord. They are usurping the power and authority of God
himself! Is it any wonder that the Lord tells them to depart, ye that work iniquity? They want all the glo-
ry for themselves and forget about God!

Who are the people casting out devils and healing the sick in Jesus’ name? Primarily these are
the preachers who heal the sick and cast out devils in Jesus’ name. You do not normally see the parish-
ioner healing the sick and casting out devils. Not all preachers who hold healing revivals fall into this cat-
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egory where the Lord does not know them, but a great many do. Consider the ministries that have gotten
enormous wealth from these revivals. Are they doing it for their own gain or are they doing it for the per-
son that needs the healing? When you attend one of these revivals one of the clues is how much time and
energy is spent on the offering. If the preacher spends an inordinate amount of time begging for money
then you can see that the main goal is the accumulation of wealth and not the healing of the sick. Though
the faith of many of the attendees may believe that the preacher is a man of God with the gift of healing
and many get healed, when the day of judgment comes the Lord will tell the false preacher to depart.

You may think it wrong to question your pastor’s motives, but even during the Apostolic era there
were many deceivers who used Christianity for their own gain. Both John and Paul wrote about them.

II John 1:7
For many deceivers are entered into the world, who confess not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh.
This is a deceiver and an antichrist.

Titus 1:10-11
For there are many unruly and vain talkers and deceivers, specially they of the circumcision:

11 Whose mouths must be stopped, who subvert whole houses, teaching things which they ought not, for
filthy lucre’s sake.

With the Apostles warning the Church about false preachers in their day, how much more impor-
tant is it for us to be warned and cautious in these last days?

Revelation 5:1-5

And I saw in the right hand of him that sat on the throne a book written within and on the backside, sealed
with seven seals.

2 And I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, Who is worthy to open the book, and to loose
the seals thereof?

3 And no man in heaven, nor in earth, neither under the earth, was able to open the book, neither to look
thereon.

4 And I wept much, because no man was found worthy to open and to read the book, neither to look
thereon.

5 And one of the elders saith unto me, Weep not: behold, the Lion of the tribe of Juda, the Root of David,
hath prevailed to open the book, and to loose the seven seals thereof.

Throughout heaven, the earth, and even under the earth there was a search made for a man worthy
enough to open the book. With the search made throughout all the world from the beginning of time there
was none found worthy even to look upon the book. There was not even found an angel in heaven worthy
enough to open the book. As stated before there is none righteous, no not one.

Romans 3:10
As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one:

Throughout all eternity there has never been one who is capable of measuring up to the Lord.
There are none who are worthy, only the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ atones you for your unrighteous -
ness. Only Jesus Christ, of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David was found worthy enough to open the
book. When you consider John’s position and where he was standing in the throne room of heaven and
witnessing the search is it any wonder that he wept when there was none found worthy to open the book
with the seven seals?

When there were none who were found worthy, John wept for he was sorrowful that no one was
worthy enough to even look upon the book. One of the elders told John to stop crying for the lion of the
tribe of Judah is worthy to open the book.
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Isaiah 11:10
And in that day there shall be a root of Jesse, which shall stand for an ensign of the people; to it shall the
Gentiles seek: and his rest shall be glorious.

Romans 15:12
And again, Esaias saith, There shall be a root of Jesse, and he that shall rise to reign over the Gentiles; in
him shall the Gentiles trust.

Genesis 49:9-12

Judah is a lion's whelp: from the prey, my son, thou art gone up: he stooped down, he couched as a lion,
and as an old lion; who shall rouse him up?

10 The sceptre shall not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his feet, until Shiloh come; and
unto him shall the gathering of the people be.

11 Binding his foal unto the vine, and his ass's colt unto the choice vine; he washed his garments in wine,
and his clothes in the blood of grapes:

12 His eyes shall be red with wine, and his teeth white with milk.

As you can see that Jesus as the lawgiver was prophesied since Genesis. Jesus has fulfilled all of
the prophecies that are in the Bible concerning him. Jesus Christ is the first and the last, the beginning
and the end, and the ‘A’ and ‘Q2°. In Jesus Christ you have it all. In Jesus Christ you have salvation, cre-
ation, righteousness, and judgment.

5.2 Lamb with 7 Horns and 7 Eyes

Revelation 5:6

And I beheld, and, lo, in the midst of the throne and of the four beasts, and in the midst of the elders,
stood a Lamb as it had been slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God
sent forth into all the earth.

The Lord was the only one found worthy to look upon the book and to open the seven seals. Af-
ter the elder told John that the Lion of the tribe of Judah was worthy a Lamb as it had been slain, with
seven horns and seven eyes stood in the midst of the elders. The seven eyes are the seven spirits of the
Lord.

The seven horns represent the complete power and authority. The ancients used the horn as a
symbol of power. Jesus not only has one horn, but he has seven making him completely powerful. Later
in our study we will see how Satan attempts to emulate the Lord's power by having ten horns of men's
kingdoms on his head. These ten horns aren't all together, three being conquered by the other seven. But
the Lord's horns aren't established on man's authority and power, but on his own authority. He is the first
and the last, the beginning and the end. He is the Almighty! Each of the seven Spirits of the Lord has its
own crown or horn.

The seven Spirits of God are sent through all the earth seeing the works of men. Nothing that
man does can be hidden from these seven Spirits of God. The seven Spirits of God are continuously mov-
ing throughout the earth searching the hearts of men, seeking those who love the Lord with all their heart,
mind and soul.

Though the world tries to hide their misdeeds and wickedness, they cannot hide from God. Jesus
Christ searches the heart, mind, and soul of the individual. Jesus knows everything about you and noth-
ing is hid! David found out that nothing is hid from the Lord. After David slept with his neighbor’s wife
and had her husband, Uriah the Hittite, killed in battle and he thought that his sin was hid until God sent
Nathan the prophet to David.
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2 Samuel 12:1-14

And the LORD sent Nathan unto David. And he came unto him, and said unto him, There were two men
in one city; the one rich, and the other poor.

2 The rich man had exceeding many flocks and herds:

3 But the poor man had nothing, save one little ewe lamb, which he had bought and nourished up: and it
grew up together with him, and with his children; it did eat of his own meat, and drank of his own cup,
and lay in his bosom, and was unto him as a daughter.

4 And there came a traveller unto the rich man, and he spared to take of his own flock and of his own
herd, to dress for the wayfaring man that was come unto him; but took the poor man's lamb, and dressed it
for the man that was come to him.

5 And David's anger was greatly kindled against the man; and he said to Nathan, As the LORD liveth, the
man that hath done this thing shall surely die:

6 And he shall restore the lamb fourfold, because he did this thing, and because he had no pity.

7 YAnd Nathan said to David, Thou art the man. Thus saith the LORD God of Israel, I anointed thee king
over Israel, and I delivered thee out of the hand of Saul;

8 And I gave thee thy master's house, and thy master's wives into thy bosom, and gave thee the house of
Israel and of Judah; and if that had been too little, I would moreover have given unto thee such and such
things.

9 Wherefore hast thou despised the commandment of the LORD, to do evil in his sight? thou hast killed
Uriah the Hittite with the sword, and hast taken his wife fo be thy wife, and hast slain him with the sword
of the children of Ammon.

10 Now therefore the sword shall never depart from thine house; because thou hast despised me, and hast
taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be thy wife.

11 Thus saith the LORD, Behold, I will raise up evil against thee out of thine own house, and I will take
thy wives before thine eyes, and give them unto thy neighbour, and he shall lie with thy wives in the sight
of this sun.

12 For thou didst if secretly: but I will do this thing before all Israel, and before the sun.

13 And David said unto Nathan, I have sinned against the LORD. And Nathan said unto David, The
LORD also hath put away thy sin; thou shalt not die.

14 Howbeit, because by this deed thou hast given great occasion to the enemies of the LORD to blas-
pheme, the child also that is born unto thee shall surely die.

Though David was in favor of the Lord this shows the Lord’s impartial judgment and how the
Lord knows the thoughts and intents of the heart. When David sinned, stole his neighbors wife, and had
his neighbor murdered in battle the Lord judged David for his sin. As Christians we need to realize that if
we choose to live in sin and deception we will likewise be judged and find ourselves fighting the Lord.

5.3 Jesus Takes the Book

Revelation 5:7-8

And he came and took the book out of the right hand of him that sat upon the throne.

8 And when he had taken the book, the four beasts and four and twenty elders fell down before the Lamb,
having every one of them harps, and golden vials full of odours, which are the prayers of saints.

Jesus takes the book and all the attendants in the throne room fall down and worship the Lamb.
The beasts and the elders have harps and golden vials filled with odours, which are the prayers of the
saints. Jesus Christ is the only one who is worthy to take the book. Jesus is our redeemer who has saved
us from our own wickedness. He is the one who has changed our lives from reprobate sinner to a life
filled with the righteousness of the Lord.
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When a saint of the Lord prays, his prayer doesn't disappear into thin air. The prayers of the saint
continue to build one upon the other creating a memorial in heaven. A Roman centurion prayed to God
continually, although he did not know who God was. Here was a man that though he was a sinner was
still seeking the Lord with all of his heart. Cornelius built a memorial in heaven before he was saved!
Imagine the memorial that you can build by praying and seeking the Lord with your whole heart.

Acts 10:1-4

There was a certain man in Caesarea called Cornelius, a centurion of the band called the Italian band,

2 A devout man, and one that feared God with all his house, which gave much alms to the people, and
prayed to God alway.

3 He saw in a vision evidently about the ninth hour of the day an angel of God coming in to him, and say-
ing unto him, Cornelius.

4 And when he looked on him, he was afraid, and said, What is it, Lord? And he said unto him, Thy
prayers and thine alms are come up for a memorial before God.

Although Cornelius wasn’t a saint when he prayed, the Lord knew his heart and his prayers be-
came a memorial in heaven. When the saint of the Lord prays, he begins to build a memorial in heaven.
Although the Lord answers and takes care of his saints, the prayers continue to build in heaven. There is
a record and the prayers of the saints are not put into an inactive file, but are continually building before
the Lord.

This does not mean that you can pray a little and forget about it. The saints who continually seek
the Lord in all things are building huge memorials in heaven. They don’t trust on their own ability, but
solely rely on the Lord’s. The Bible tells us to seek the kingdom of God and his righteousness before
anything else. Jesus even told his disciples to not even be concerned about what they are going to eat,
drink, or what they are going to wear.

Matthew 6:31-33

Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we eat? or, What shall we drink? or, Wherewithal shall we
be clothed?

32 (For after all these things do the Gentiles seek:) for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of
all these things.

33 But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto
you.

When your primary motivation in life is seeking the Lord and his righteousness and not the items
of the world with all of their wickedness attached to them you are building a memorial in heaven. Those
who do not know the Lord Jesus Christ are busy attempting to build a memorial for themselves upon the
earth. Is it any wonder that all of their acquired wealth seems to diminish over time. When your primary
concern is seeking the Lord your wealth in heaven grows exponentially. Is it any wonder that Cornelius
built a memorial in heaven when he was seeking the Lord with all of his heart. Though he was consid-
ered a heathen who did not know who God really was, he was still seeking the one true God and building
a lasting memorial.

5.4 Saints Sing a New Song in Heaven

Revelation 5:9-10

And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the seals thereof: for
thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people,
and nation;

10 And hast made us unto our God kings and priests: and we shall reign on the earth.
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After Jesus has been found worthy to take and open the book the elders fall at the feet of the
Lamb and sing a new song.

For thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every kindred, and
tongue, and people, and nation; And hast made us unto our God kings and priests: and
we shall reign on the earth.

The words of this song can only be sung by redeemed saints of the Lord. Angels cannot sing this
song for they were never redeemed by the shed blood of Jesus Christ. These saints came out of every kin-
dred, tongue, and people. Before Jesus came you had to be a Jew to be saved and convert to Judaism, but
after Jesus salvation was open to all who follow the Lord.

These saints who can sing this song are the ones who ascended up to heaven during the rapture of
the church.

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not,
even as others which have no hope.

14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring
with him.

15 For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the coming
of the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep.

16 For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with
the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first:

17 Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the
Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.

18 Wherefore comfort one another with these words.

Thus before the great tribulation and the opening of the book, the saints are in heaven worshiping
and praising the Lord. These are the ones who have met the Lord in the air when he sounded the trumpet
call for them to come home. If they were not caught up to heaven how could they be singing the new
song? Since they are singing the song I believe that the saints are raptured before the book is even
opened. I could be wrong and there is great debate as to when the rapture will take place. Another item
to consider is that there is no sequential time in heaven just as there is no male or female in heaven.

When the Lord calls his saints home, he will make them kings and priests to be able to rule the
earth during the millennial reign. This ability to be one with the Lord in heaven and to reign with him is a
little difficult for us to understand. When we who are born-again Christians rise to meet the Lord in the
air we will fully understand what John was attempting to describe. Until that time we will continue to
peer through a glass darkly into the future.

1 Corinthians 13:12
For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face: now I know in part; but then shall I know
even as also I am known.

I do not know when the rapture will take place, whether it will be before the tribulation, during
the tribulation, or after the tribulation. This is hotly debated among theologians and though I am persuad-
ed that the rapture will occur before the great tribulation, it is not something that we should build our doc -
trine on. We know it is going to happen and we need to be ready at a moment’s notice. We need to be
ready NOW for the sounding of the Lord’s trumpet calling us home. As Jesus taught his disciples, we
need to be a faithful servant ever ready for the Lord’s return.

Matthew 24:42-51
{[Watch therefore: for ye know not what hour your Lord doth come.
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43 But know this, that if the goodman of the house had known in what watch the thief would come, he
would have watched, and would not have suffered his house to be broken up.

44 Therefore be ye also ready: for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of man cometh.

45 Who then is a faithful and wise servant, whom his lord hath made ruler over his household, to give
them meat in due season?

46 Blessed is that servant, whom his lord when he cometh shall find so doing.

47 Verily I say unto you, That he shall make him ruler over all his goods.

48 But and if that evil servant shall say in his heart, My lord delayeth his coming;

49 And shall begin to smite kis fellowservants, and to eat and drink with the drunken;

50 The lord of that servant shall come in a day when he looketh not for Aim, and in an hour that he is not
aware of,

51 And shall cut him asunder, and appoint sim his portion with the hypocrites: there shall be weeping and
gnashing of teeth.

We need to be ever ready for the Lord’s call. If you are in a backslidden state and the Lord
sounds the trumpet calling his church home, you will find yourself left behind and suffering the great
tribulation on the earth. If the trumpet of the Lord would sound today, would you be one of the few to
rise to meet the Lord in the air?

5.5 Millions of Saints in Heaven Praising the Lord

Revelation 5:11-14

And I beheld, and I heard the voice of many angels round about the throne and the beasts and the elders:
and the number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands;

12 Saying with a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom,
and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing.

13 And every creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth, and such as are in the
sea, and all that are in them, heard I saying, Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power, be unto him that
sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever.

14 And the four beasts said, Amen. And the four and twenty elders fell down and worshipped him that
liveth for ever and ever.

Chapter 5 closes with the angels, beasts, and elders throughout heaven gathering around the
throne. The number of them could not be counted by John. He says the number was 10,000 times 10,000
and thousands of thousands.

10,000 * 10,000 = 100,000,000 (100 Million)
On top of this there are thousands of thousands more which cannot be numbered.

All of these heavenly hosts were saying with a loud voice...
Worthy is the Lamb

that was slain to receive:

power

riches

wisdom

strength

honor

glory
blessing

YVVVYVYVVVYYVYVYVY

With this large crowd praising and worshiping the Lord all of heaven and earth hear the praise to
the lamb that sits on the throne for ever and ever. The four beasts and the elders fall down at the feet of
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Jesus and worship him who lives for ever and ever. What a glorious sight of all the hosts of heaven prais-
ing the Lord with their whole heart, and not restraining themselves in that worship.

There are so many who refrain from really worshiping and praising the Lord. They think that it is
beneath them to get excited about what the Lord has done for them. Will those who refuse to give their
all to the Lord now find themselves left behind? If you cannot praise the Lord now, how can you praise
him in heaven? I see many who praise politicians, actors, and etcetera but refuse to get excited about the
one who has saved them from the flames of hell. Now is the time to show the Lord how much you appre -
ciate him and his great gift.
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he Lamb is the only one worthy to open the book sealed with seven seals. Each of these seals de-

scribes a condition in the last days. Some of these conditions are prevalent today. The signs of the
times are certainly pointing to the soon return of the Lord, and the rapture of the church. Matthew 24 tells
us that when we see these things come to pass, it is time to look up for our redemption draweth neigh. Je-
sus gave a synopsis of the conditions during the last days. (Matthew 24 and Luke 21) A background in
the teachings of Christ on the subject will help us to gain a deeper knowledge of the signs of the times.

When John received The Revelation of Jesus Christ, the destruction of Jerusalem as prophesied
by Jesus was already accomplished. John received the revelation around 100 AD. Titus destroyed
Jerusalem in 70 AD. Jesus told of the destruction around 30 AD. Thus the churches already knew the
writings of Matthew and the other apostles. They saw the destruction of Jerusalem, which Rome adver-
tised that the same would happen to any nation who stepped out of line. When the churches first received
their copy of The Revelation, they had already read Matthew 24 which foretold the events of the last days.
They already had a background in the teachings of Jesus and what Jesus taught his disciples. Since they
had this background, before opening the seven seals, we should have the same information they had.

After the disciples were with Jesus for three years, they were still looking on the physical aspects
of the man. They desired to show Jesus the glorious buildings of the temple. Jesus responded telling
them that there wasn’t going to be one stone left upon another. The disciples were looking on the appear-
ance as they saw things, but they weren't able to see Titus sacking Jerusalem in forty years. They thought
Jerusalem was going to last another thousand years. In 70 AD. the Roman General Titus totally destroyed
Jerusalem.

6.1 A Background Study of Matthew 24

After Jesus tells his disciples about the destruction of Jerusalem, they come to him asking for
more in-depth information concerning the end times. Jesus begins his discourse in verse 4.

Matthew 24:4-5
And Jesus answered and said unto them, Take heed that no man deceive you.
5 For many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive many.
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Just in the last two months (1993) there was one who claimed to be Christ in Waco, Texas. David
Karash taught many that he was Christ incarnate. Many were lead astray by his deceptions. He wasn't
the only one who has taught that he was the Lord, but throughout history men have attempted to take the
upper seat.

1 John 2:18-19

Little children, it is the last time: and as ye have heard that antichrist shall come, even now are there
many antichrists; whereby we know that it is the last time.

19 They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would ro doubt have
continued with us: but they went out, that they might be made manifest that they were not all of us.

When John wrote his first epistle, he claimed there were many antichrists even in the first century.
From then on men have taken the name of the Lord for themselves and lead many astray with their false
teaching.

The Lord continues his discourse in Matthew 24 describing wars and rumors of war. Throughout
history, sinful man has always taken what wasn’t his. If he had to fight a war for it, there was plenty of
cannon fodder. Nationalism and a common enemy have been a rallying cry by politicians and generals
throughout all of history. The majority of time they were lying to the people, using crowd control and pa-
triotic fervor to cause the populous to want to go to war. Pick up any newspaper or see the news on tele -
vision and you will see a common enemy being built by the politicians. Why did we fight Iraq? Was it to
restore democracy in Kuwait? Why is a fervor being built around former Yugoslavia? Why are we send -
ing our troops to intervene in a civil war that has been going on for centuries? This is an example of
building a common enemy to unify the people.

6.1.1 Wars and Rumors of Wars

Matthew 24:6-7

And ye shall hear of wars and rumours of wars: see that ye be not troubled: for all these things must
come to pass, but the end is not yet.

7 For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be famines, and
pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places.

After the Lord’s talk of wars, he continues with saying that there will be famines, pestilences, and
earthquakes in diverse places. It seems there are more earthquakes today than there has been in the past.
We hear more about pestilence throughout the world today than we have in the past. Finally, there is
famine in places all over the world.

The above has been going on since time began. The Christian is not to fret or be afraid, for all
these things must come to pass before the end. The Christian has the Rock to trust on, and if you realize
who Jesus is, everything the world does means nothing. When you have Jesus you have everything that is
important.

6.1.2 Hated and Persecuted

Throughout history the true “born-again Christian” has been persecuted by the world. The
world’s unrighteousness is really shown by the true righteousness of the Christian. The world doesn’t
like to be shown unrighteous, so they will resort to persecuting the saint.

Matthew 24:8-10
All these are the beginning of sorrows.
9 Then shall they deliver you up to be afflicted, and shall kill you: and ye shall be hated of all nations for
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my name’s sake.
10 And then shall many be offended, and shall betray one another, and shall hate one another.

During the first century there was a general persecution of the saints. This resulted in the saints
having to stand for what they believe in and be executed for it. This same persecution is going to happen
in the days prior to the Lord’s trumpet call for his saints to join him in the air. In the last days, all the na-
tions are going to have a moratorium against the Christian who really trusts in his Lord and Saviour. This
is all ready in the process in America, where the Government is replacing God to supply all of your needs.

At the University of Pennsylvania, they have thought police examining the thoughts of the stu-
dents. If the students refuse to toe the line with their speech and thoughts they are threatened with expul-
sion! An Israeli student went to trial for calling some obnoxious people, “Water buffalo!” while they
were trying to study around midnight. These people who were disturbing the peace and creating a ruckus
outside were not disciplined at all! The first thing that the police asked the student who shouted water
buffalo, “Did you have any racial thoughts?” These are police inquiring about the very thoughts of the
students!

The Lord told his disciples that they were going to be falsely accused and even hated by friends,
family, and neighbors.

Matthew 10:22
And ye shall be hated of all men for my name’s sake: but he that endureth to the end shall be saved.

Matthew 10:34-37

Think not that I am come to send peace on earth: I came not to send peace, but a sword.

35 For I am come to set a man at variance against his father, and the daughter against her mother, and the
daughter in law against her mother in law.

36 And a man’s foes shall be they of his own household.

37 He that loveth father or mother more than me is not worthy of me: and he that loveth son or daughter
more than me is not worthy of me.

Mark 13:13
And ye shall be hated of all men for my name’s sake: but he that shall endure unto the end, the same
shall be saved.

Luke 21:12
But before all these, they shall lay their hands on you, and persecute you, delivering you up to the syna-
gogues, and into prisons, being brought before kings and rulers for my name’s sake.

John 15:20-21

Remember the word that I said unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord. If they have persecuted
me, they will also persecute you; if they have kept my saying, they will keep yours also.

21 But all these things will they do unto you for my name’s sake, because they know not him that sent
me.

The enemies of the Lord, those who refuse to know him, are rising up, persecuting the saints of
the Lord. Even in America, Christians will be executed for their unfailing belief in the Lord. Congress is
currently enacting laws to persecute preachers and evangelists who speak out against sin. The wicked of
the world are running all of the governments including the United States.

6.1.3 Many False Prophets

Matthew 24:11
And many false prophets shall rise, and shall deceive many.
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There have been many false prophets who have claimed some mysterious spiritual knowledge not
found in the Bible. There are organizations that purport to have deep secrets that only they know. Many
are deceived by these religions where everything is a secret, and only they know the truth. Jesus did noth-
ing in secret. Everything Jesus taught was offered to all who would listen.

Look at how the Congress and the Senate have used secret negotiations and deals to form the
health care bill. Our elected representatives are working in secret against the citizens of the United States.
These men and women of both parties are working against you so that you will become slaves of the
State! When you realize the wickedness that goes on in Government, no pastor, church, deacon, or any
leader should endorse anyone for elected office. I feel that they are all evil and are children of Satan.
When Jesus was tempted Jesus did not refute Satan when Satan stated that he controlled all the kingdoms
of the world.

Currently in 2010 I believe that the President of the United States is a Satanist! Barack Obama
promotes a one-world government with a leader that the Bible calls the Antichrist. He definitely has de-
ceived many! He is in the process of taking over businesses like the auto and health industry. He wants
absolute control over all of the citizens.

Luke 4:5-8

And the devil, taking him up into an high mountain, shewed unto him all the kingdoms of the world in a
moment of time.

6 And the devil said unto him, All this power will I give thee, and the glory of them: for that is delivered
unto me; and to whomsoever [ will I give it.

7 If thou therefore wilt worship me, all shall be thine.

8 And Jesus answered and said unto him, Get thee behind me, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship
the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve.

Satan was able to show Jesus all of the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time since Satan is
in the spirit world outside of time. Thus it is my belief that Satan showed even the modern kingdoms like
the USA. Since all of the nations of the world are controlled by Satan, is it any wonder that the politi-
cians use the tools of Satan to do their bidding?

When you examine the lies and deceptions of our politicians you can see that this nation along
with all others are in Satan’s control.

6.1.4 Many Christians Backslide

Matthew 24:12-13
And because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold.
13 But he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved.

Many Christians are backsliding and are falling into wickedness. Jesus told us that the love of
many would wax cold in the last days and currently there are “Christian” churches which preach that ho-
mosexuality is not a sin! This is totally contrary to the teaching of both the Old and New Testaments of
the Bible. Many Christians are being deceived by the church organizations that have slid into preaching
that living in debauchery is not a sin against God!

Also the temptations that are all around us that we see every day are causing numerous Christians
to slip into the gulf of sin. Television portrays homosexuality, adultery, fornication and etcetera as normal
everyday occurrences. We live in a society that is just like Sodom and Gomorrah.

Walking the streets of Philadelphia, iniquity abounds on every corner. Hustlers, prostitutes, ho-
mosexuals, along with every other type of wicked evildoer walk freely on the streets or any large city. In
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are living in the end times.

Isaiah 5:20

Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil; that put darkness for light, and light for darkness; that

put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter!

The government is proposing laws that will prosecute a righteous preacher who preaches that ho-
mosexuality is a sin against God. The laws of our nation call righteousness evil and wickedness they call

good. America is sinking deeper and deeper into the pit of debauchery and sin.

wicked.

Wednesday, 08 July 2009 17:43

Mr Obama endorses homosexuality — again!
When Americans voted in a new President, one who had
been promoted as a Christian and was supported by many
Christian leaders, you would not think that within six months
of taking office he would make a pronouncement that he
knows better than God. But that is exactly what President
Obama did last week.

If that is not bad enough, this man, who calls for finding
“common ground” on moral issues, has now placed himself
squarely in the ‘left liberal theology’ camp on two main
moral issues - abortion and homosexuality.

Last week Mr Obama invited the most ardent supporters and
activists for homosexual normalization, both secular and
religious, to the White House for a dinner to ‘celebrate’
LGBT Pride. LGBT is Lesbian, Gay [homosexual], Bisexual & Trans-gender. The leader of
the world’s most powerful nation, one established on Christian foundations, told his audience,
“...there are still fellow citizens, perhaps neighbors or even family members and loved ones,
who still hold fast to worn arguments and old attitudes.”

So there you have it - the Bible is ‘worn out, and its attitudes are old’ - he means ‘outdated’.
He, stated that laws that discriminate against homosexual behavior and homosexual
relationships are unjust.

YES folks, this is a Presidential decree that ALL Americans will one day embrace
homosexuality!!!

How sad it is that, just as has happened in Australia, the USA has been deceived by a national
leader riding into office on Christian support. The difference is that Mr. Obama has a great
deal more power than Mr Rudd and he is wasting no time using it to further change for the
worse the culture of America from Christian to pagan.

And then this “Now, even as we take these steps, we must recognize that real progress depends
not only on the laws we change but, as I said before, on the hearts we open. For if we’re
honest with ourselves, we’ll acknowledge that there are good and decent people in this country
who don’t yet fully embrace their gay brothers and sisters - not yet.”"*

Here we see the President of the United States calling good evil and evil good. We have a leader
that apparently believes that what the Bible calls sin is nothing but a bunch of hooey! We are living in the
day where our politicians endorse sin and wickedness and call a preacher of righteousness a criminal and

14 “Mr Obama endorses homosexuality — again!,” Salt Shakers, July 8, 2009,

<http://www.saltshakers.agap3.com/component/content/article/85-front-page-news/483-mr-obama-endorses-

homosexuality-again>.
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2 Timothy 3:1-7

This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come.

2 For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to par-
ents, unthankful, unholy,

3 Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are
good,

4 Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God;

5 Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away.

6 For of this sort are they which creep into houses, and lead captive silly women laden with sins, led away
with divers lusts,

7 Ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth.

These are the days that we are living in! We are living in the days where sin abounds, and right-
eousness is condemned! These are the days where men’s lusts are on display for all to see. Man’s
wickedness is now being called good, while the Christian’s righteousness is being trumpeted as wicked.
Today’s courts allow the robber and murderer to go free, and condemn anyone who tries to defend them-
selves against the robber and murderer. These are the signs that we are living in the last days, before the
Lord calls his church home.

One of the key points in Matthew 24 occurs in verse 13 where Jesus tells his disciples, “He that
shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved.” We need to persevere and hold fast to our Christian
beliefs to the end no matter what the world throws at us. Just because we were saved once does not mean
that we are saved forever. We need to endure to the end to be saved!

Matthew 24 not only tells us about the Lord’s return and prophecy concerning the last days, but
also tells us about the rewards to those who stick with the Lord Jesus to the end. Those who start off be-
lieving in Jesus but fall by the wayside will end up in the lake of fire. Those who endure to the end and
found continually serving the Lord will be rewarded by the Lord Jesus Christ.

6.1.5 The Gospel Preached Throughout the World

Matthew 24:14
And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then
shall the end come.

The gospel of Jesus Christ is now being preached in every nation on earth. The ful fillment of the
prophecy that the gospel would be circulated worldwide has been fulfilled. Also the Bible has already
been translated to every language. Anyone in this world can get a copy of the Bible in their own lan-
guage. The Bible is available on the Internet for all to see.

This is a fulfillment of prophecy and as Jesus told his disciples after this happens, then shall the
end come. Another thing to consider is that there are many Christian websites. | even counseled an indi-
vidual from another country via email using secure encryption. He did not want his problems broadcast
in clear text over the Internet where everyone could see.

6.1.6 The Abomination of Desolation Prophesied by Daniel

Matthew 24:15-21

When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the
holy place, (whoso readeth, let him understand:)

16 Then let them which be in Judaea flee into the mountains:

17 Let him which is on the housetop not come down to take any thing out of his house:

65



Prophecy: “The Bible’s Message for Today”

18 Neither let him which is in the field return back to take his clothes.

19 And woe unto them that are with child, and to them that give suck in those days!

20 But pray ye that your flight be not in the winter, neither on the sabbath day:

21 For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the world to this time, no,
nor ever shall be.

The portion of Daniel Jesus was referring to will be discussed in detail with the appropriate por-
tion of Revelation. Jesus was talking to the Jews and was telling them that when the Antichrist desecrates
the temple, they are to flee into the mountains. They are to flee the same way Lot was to flee Sodom.
They aren’t to turn back or gaze upon what they are leaving behind. Jesus also alludes to the rapture of
the church. How are people on top of their houses going to run anywhere without going through their
house? This is the portion where the Lord calls his church home and there is no looking back. When the
rapture happens, you won’t need any change of earthly clothes. You are going to meet Jesus in the air.

The seven seals are like the cover of a book. They give the reader an idea what the book is about.
Many books have a title and a subtitle. The seven seals are like seven subtitles. Thus when reading Rev -
elation you should not just study the seals, thunders, and etcetera, but you need to study the book as a
whole in order to receive the full blessing.

6.1.7 Synopsis of Matthew 24

Matthew 24
Verse Event Fulfilled?
9 Afflicted and killed for believing in Jesus. Yes

Throughout history born-again Christians have been af-
flicted and executed by both the organized churches, re-
ligious leaders, religions, and governments.

1* century Christians were in fear of both the Jewish hi-
erarchy and the Roman Government.

In the Middle Ages and the Renaissance, the Roman
Catholic Church used the Inquisition to persecute born-
again Christians and Jews.

Even today, the United States government is in the
process of using “hate crime” legislation to persecute
Christians who will not follow their wicked agenda.

10 Offended, Betrayed, and Hated Yes
We are seeing this today where the schools are teaching
our children about homosexuality, fornication, and
abortion while at the same time telling our children that
their Bible-believing parents are stupid for teaching
that sex should be saved for marriage.

11 Rise of False Prophets Yes
Throughout history there have been many false
prophets who claimed to be Christ.

12 Iniquity Abounding causing the love of many to wax cold Yes
Just look around your own neighborhood and what do
you see?
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Matthew 24
Verse Event Fulfilled?
14 Gospel preached throughout the whole world Yes
15 Abomination spoken by Daniel No

This will be covered in a later chapter.
Verses 16 — 20 give instructions to the tribulation saints
when they see the fulfillment of Daniel’s prophecy.

21 The Great Tribulation No
Verse 22 tells us that if the tribulation is not shortened
no one would be saved.

23 -26 Tribulation Era Antichrists No
27 Jesus Comes After Tribulation No
29 Sun and Moon Darkened. Stars Fall, and the powers of the heavens No

shall be shaken.
30 Jesus comes in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. No
31 Gathering of the Elect No

32-33 Parable of the Fig Tree No
34 All Prophecy must be Fulfilled No
35 Jesus’ Words shall Never Pass Away No
36 Only the Father Knows the Day and the hour No

37-39 Comparison to Noah No

40— 41 One selected and the other left analogy No
42 We do not know when the Lord will come. No
43 If you knew when the thief was coming you would have been prepared. No
44 Be prepared for the coming of the Lord. No

45 - 47 Faithful Servants will become Rulers. No

48 — 51 Slothful and Wicked servants will end up in the lake of fire. No

6.2 The First Seal — Conqueror on a White Horse

Revelation 6:1-2

And I saw when the Lamb opened one of the seals, and I heard, as it were the noise of thunder, one of the
four beasts saying, Come and see.

2 And I saw, and behold a white horse: and he that sat on him had a bow; and a crown was given unto
him: and he went forth conquering, and to conquer.
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The first seal which is opened by the lamb slain from the foundation of the world describes the
Lord conquering his enemies. He has a crown upon his head and he sits upon a white horse. The first
thing to keep in mind is that this is about the Revelation of Jesus Christ and not the Revelation of Saint
John. Thus the first seal describes Jesus Christ riding a white horse conquering all of his enemies. Reve-
lation 19 also describes the conquering king who makes war with the enemies of God.

Revelation 19:11-16

And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he that sat upon him was called Faithful and
True, and in righteousness he doth judge and make war.

12 His eyes were as a flame of fire, and on his head were many crowns; and he had a name written, that
no man knew, but he himself.

13 And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and his name is called The Word of God.

14 And the armies which were in heaven followed him upon white horses, clothed in fine linen, white and
clean.

15 And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite the nations: and he shall rule
them with a rod of iron: and he treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God.

16 And he hath on #is vesture and on his thigh a name written, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF
LORDS.

The world has been fighting the Lord and losing the war. They don't realize who they are fighting
against. They think that they are fighting against some crazy Christians, or they are just doing their own
thing. All the sin and iniquity they accomplish they are building up wrath against the day of wrath.

Romans 2:5
But after thy hardness and impenitent heart treasurest up unto thyself wrath against the day of wrath and
revelation of the righteous judgment of God;

When the Lord calls his church home he is going to unleash his wrath upon the earth. The ones
who don't meet the Lord in the air are going to face the wrath of him who hung on the cross of calvary to
save them from their own unrighteousness. He is going to fight them with the sword of his mouth, and
will rule them with a rod of iron.

The first seal is the Lord himself riding upon a white horse conquering the rebellious world who
has resisted him from the very beginning. The Lord told his disciples to be of good cheer, for he has
overcome the world!

John 16:33
These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have tribula-
tion: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.

Jesus is the ultimate conqueror, utterly destroying his enemies. The Christian is victorious in the
end while the world has lost the war.

6.3 The Second Seal — War on a Red Horse

Revelation 6:3-4

And when he had opened the second seal, I heard the second beast say, Come and see.

4 And there went out another horse that was red: and power was given to him that sat thereon to take
peace from the earth, and that they should kill one another: and there was given unto him a great sword.

The first weapon the Lord uses gives the earth what they desire the most, war. The people of the
world must really love war, for they have always allowed their governments to cajole them into war.
There always is a justification to go to war. Usually it is to take something which doesn’t belong to them
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causing the attacked nation to defend themselves. The American government used it against the Indians
in the 1800s. Germany used it against Europe during World War II. Iraq used it against Kuwait. People
must love war for it gives them a “/egal” way to steal.

With the church out of the way, telling their governments that war is evil and etcetera, the govern-
ments of the world will have a heyday stealing from each other. At the same time the governments will
be saying that they are really working for peace. Without the restraints of God, holding back the nations,
the nations will have all out war.

The Antichrist will come on the scene as a man of peace just like the Persian Empire was at
peace. The Empire of the Antichrist will probably start with an economic crisis where the Antichrist will
create a one world currency that can only be accessed through ATM machines using an embedded chip.
The Bible calls this the mark of the beast. The reign of the Antichrist probably will terminate when the
the kings of the east attack Isracl. (Note: I use the word probably because when peering into the future
and Bible prophecy we are looking through a glass darkly.”” We need to be careful not to make any state-
ments about the future that definitely say something will happen in a specific order. I realize that many
preach that the rapture is definitely going to happen at any time now even before the rise of the Antichrist
and | am constantly warned by the writings of the Apostle Paul that we are peering through a glass dark-

ly.)

In your chain reference Bible you will see a link from Zechariah’s red horse to the red horse in
Revelation. In both cases the red horse represents war. It is important for you to know when the Old Tes -
tament prophets were prophesying. This is important because their prophecies include who was king at
the time, which empire was ruling the region at the time, and a little knowledge of what is considered an-
cient history. Thus before we begin looking at Zechariah, Daniel, Ezekiel and the other prophets I feel it
is important for you to know these facts.

15 1 Corinthians 13:12 For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face: now I know in part; but then
shall I know even as also I am known.
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6.3.1 History Outline

Prophets'® Major Event Approx. Bible Scripture
Year
Elijah (Considered Enemy of Israel & Judah Divided into 2 931 B.C."® |1 Kings 12:1-33
Israel) Kingdoms

Isaiah (Prophesied from the end
of Uzziah’s reign to the 14™ year
of Hezekiah’s reign)

Jeremiah (Prophesied during final
days of Judah)

Hosea

Joel? Anywhere from 830 B.C. -
400 B.C."

Amos

Obadiah (Constituent of Elijah)
Jonah (Preached to Nineveh
which eventually captured Israel)
Micah

Zephaniah

Nahum Assyria captures Israel” 722 B.C. |2 Kings 17 -
2 Kings 18

Ezekiel Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon cap-| 588 B.C. |2 Kings 25
Daniel (One of the Hebrew tures Judah®
children captured by Nebuchad-

nezzar)
Habakkuk

Haggai Persia Captures Babylon. 539 B.C.*' |Dan 5:1-31
Zechariah
Malachi

16 The prophets listed during the divided kingdom were sometimes just for the northern kingdom Israel, or for the
southern kingdom Judah or both.

17 “Joel, Book of,” Wycliffe Bible Encyclopedia Vol. 1 (Moody Press, Chicago, 1975), “With only internal
evidence, dating is the greatest problem of the book. Suggestion range from the 10™ to the 2™ cen. B.C., 830 and
400 B.C.,” p933.

18 “Jeroboam,” Wycliffe Bible Encyclopedia Vol. 1 (Moody Press, Chicago, 1975), p. 903.

There is some discrepancy between sources as to the date that Jeroboam became king of Israel thus separating
Israel and Judah.

19 “Assyria,” Wycliffe Bible Encyclopedia Vol. 1 (Moody Press, Chicago, 1975) “Sargon II (722-705 B.C.) Seems
to have been the son of Tiglath-pileser III. He tried to reproduce the reign of the great Sargon of Akkad. In 722
B.C. He was present at the fall of Samaria and deported more than 27,000 Israelites to cities in Assyria and
Media.” p. 169.

20 “Nebuchadnezzar,” Wycliffe Bible Encyclopedia Vol. 2 (Moody Press, Chicago, 1975), “By January of 588
Nebuchadnezzar and his army were besieging Jerusalem. (2 Kings 25:1, Jer. 39:1, Ezk. 24:1) The Babylonian
Army had been capturing the fortified cities of Judah one by one, so that by the time the siege of Jerusalem was
well under way only Lachish and Azekah remained. (Jer. 34:6-7),” p. 1189.

21 “Persia,” Wycliffe Bible Encyclopedia Vol. 2 (Moody Press, Chicago, 1975), p. 1314.
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Prophets Major Event Approx. Bible Scripture
Year

Alexander the Great captures| 330 B.C.*
Persia.

The Greeks and Romans also| In the future
took Jewish slaves for themselves| for the Old
causing the scattering of the Jews| Testament
throughout Europe. Prophets

When studying the writings of the Old Testament prophets it is important to realize the political
situation of the time when they were living, because when they prophesied many times there is mention
of the current ruler, and there are some prophecies concerning current events, soon to happen events, and
some events afar off. Many times you will see a mixture of events like Zechariah’s first chapter talks
about the current 70-year captivity, the scattering of the Jews, and the Antichrist. Some of this was cur-
rently happening during his time and other events have not happened yet. While he was prophesying the
second temple was being built. Thus when he is prophesying about the temple being rebuilt, he was talk -
ing about the third temple that is going to be built during the reign of the Antichrist. The main point I am
attempting to make is that when you read and study the Old Testament you need to be extremely cautious.

Zechariah 1:7-21

YlUpon the four and twentieth day of the eleventh month, which is the month Sebat, in the second year of
Darius, came the word of the LORD unto Zechariah, the son of Berechiah, the son of Iddo the prophet,
saying,

8 I saw by night, and behold a man riding upon a red horse, and he stood among the myrtle trees that
were in the bottom; and behind him were there red horses, speckled, and white.

9 Then said I, O my lord, what are these? And the angel that talked with me said unto me, I will show
thee what these be.

10 And the man that stood among the myrtle trees answered and said, These are they whom the LORD
hath sent to walk to and fro through the earth.

11 And they answered the angel of the LORD that stood among the myrtle trees, and said, We have
walked to and fro through the earth, and, behold, all the earth sitteth still, and is at rest.

12 Then the angel of the LORD answered and said, O LORD of hosts, how long wilt thou not have mercy
on Jerusalem and on the cities of Judah, against which thou hast had indignation these threescore and ten
years?

13 And the LORD answered the angel that talked with me with good words and comfortable words.

14 So the angel that communed with me said unto me, Cry thou, saying, Thus saith the LORD of hosts; I
am jealous for Jerusalem and for Zion with a great jealousy.

15 And I am very sore displeased with the heathen that are at ease: for I was but a little displeased, and
they helped forward the affliction.

16 Therefore thus saith the LORD; I am returned to Jerusalem with mercies: my house shall be built in it,
saith the LORD of hosts, and a line shall be stretched forth upon Jerusalem.

17 Cry yet, saying, Thus saith the LORD of hosts; My cities through prosperity shall yet be spread
abroad; and the LORD shall yet comfort Zion, and shall yet choose Jerusalem.

18 Then lifted I up mine eyes, and saw, and behold four horns.

19 And I said unto the angel that talked with me, What be these? And he answered me, These are the
horns which have scattered Judah, Israel, and Jerusalem.

20 And the LORD showed me four carpenters.

22 “Greece,” Wycliffe Bible Encyclopedia Vol. 1 (Moody Press, Chicago, 1975), p. 733.
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21 Then said I, What come these to do? And he spake, saying, These are the horns which have scattered
Judah, so that no man did lift up his head: but these are come to fray them, to cast out the horns of the
Gentiles, which lifted up their horn over the land of Judah to scatter it.

The red horses that are speckled and white that are following the red horse see an entire world at
peace. Throughout history that has never happened except after the flood until building the tower of Bab-
ble. The Antichrist will bring peace through deception to the world. After the Antichrist subdues three of
the ten kingdoms, there will be peace until the kings of the east cross the Euphrates River and attack Is-
rael.

6.3.2 The Four Horns that Scattered Israel and Judah

Verse 11 describes a world at rest without war. This will happen during the reign of the An-
tichrist. It has never happened throughout history. The seventy years refer to the seventy-year captivity
of Judah by Babylon and is also a prophecy concerning the birth of Jesus Christ for they could refer to
Daniel’s seventy weeks. Thus 70 * 7 = 490 would be correct from the time that Zechariah was writing.
Look below at the table of the Persian Empire and see that 490 BC happens during the reign of Darius 1.
It was during the reign of Darius that the foundation of the temple was completed. (Ezra 4)

Thus reading the first chapter of Zechariah we see current events, the building of the second tem-
ple, the birth of Christ, Jerusalem as a capital, and the building of the third temple. All of this is done in a
few verses! To understand Revelation and the prophecies of the Old Testament we need to have some
knowledge of the history and an understanding of current events on a global basis.

Cyrus the Great ordered and provided funds for the rebuilding of the temple in Jerusalem, but the
construction did not start for many years. Zechariah alludes to Israel becoming an independent nation.
This happened in 1948 and Jerusalem became the capital of Israel July 30, 1980. This means that we are
living in the time of prophecy since until the six-day war in 1967 Jerusalem was in the hands of the gen-
tiles.

The Lord always fights for his chosen ones. When the Lord came to Jerusalem, he was fighting
for his people. Although his people rejected their Saviour, he still fought for them. If the Lord came to-
day, many Christians would reject him just as the Jews did. There is no difference between people today
and people 2,000 years ago.

6.3.3 The Persian Empire *

Ruler Date B.C. Years Reigned
Cyrus The Great 539-530 9
Cambyses 530-522 8
Darius | 522-486 36
Xerxes I (Ahasuerus) 486-464 22
Artaxerxes | 464-423 41
Darius IT 423-404 19
Artaxerxes II 404-359 45

23 Roland Kenneth Harrison, Introduction to the Old Testament, (William B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., Grand
Rapids, 1969), p.193.
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Ruler Date B.C. Years Reigned
Artaxerxes 111 359-338 21
Arses 338-336 2
Darius III 336-331 5

I included the table of the kings of Persia to provide for you a reference and a time line of the
writings of a number of the Old Testament prophets and the historical books of Ezra, Nehemiah, and Es-
ther who was a queen of Persia. The books of the Bible are not arranged in a chronological sequential or -
der, but are arranged by groups. The prophets who lived during the days of the Persian Empire are:
Ezekiel, Daniel, Haggai, and Zechariah. In their writings they tell us who was king and what year of the
reign. Many times this helps us to have a clear understanding of the prophecy
and the scripture. Now Persia is modern-day Iran that is continually making
threats to wipe Israel off the face of the earth. Ancient Persia was truly a friend
of Israel and they returned the Jews that Nebuchadnezzar took captive to Israel.

The main item in Zechariah’s prophecy is the Lord building his house
in Jerusalem. The second temple was built during the reign of Darius I which
was destroyed by the Romans in 70 A.D. The third temple will be built during
the reign of the Antichrist. This is when the world is judged by the Lord when
he reigns supreme in Jerusalem during the millennial reign. The reign of the
gentiles is drawing to a close. The cup of the Lord’s wrath against the wicked-
ness of the gentile nations is about full. The Lord showed me before Bill Clin-
ton was elected president that the next president of the United States was going
to fill up the cup of the Lord’s wrath against America. This nation is a fulfill-
ment of prophecy of the wickedness abounding. America may be at ease, but
the Lord is sore displeased with us. (Zechariah 1:15) Now in 2010 with Barack
Obama as president, America has turned against Israel.

President of Iran in
2005-2013

Bill Clinton, George Bush, and Barack Obama all push for a new world order and a one-world
government. They are also pushing for a one-world currency that is accessed only through ATM ma-
chines. I will not say that Barack Obama is the Antichrist, but I will say that he is certainly pushing for
the rise of a world leader who will unite the world in a single government. When I first wrote this each
nation of Europe had their own currency, now they have the Euro which more and more countries are ac-
cepting as their currency.

The first two seals the Lord is riding on a white horse warring against the wickedness of the
world with a red horse. Even the shores of America will come under attack. America is no longer safe
when they are fighting against the creator of the universe. When you fight God, you lose! Also on Sep-
tember 11, 2001 the United States was attacked by the kings of the east! Any nation that supports Israel
will continue to be attacked using terrorism and gorilla warfare. Barack Obama has already told the world
that his administration will not give total support to Isracl. He even wants to have open talks with Iran
who has been preaching death to Israel. Just look at Mahmoud Ahmadinejad the Iranian president giving
a speech in 2005 where he describes Israel wiped off of the map and vanishes from the pages of time.*
Barack Obama is leading our country down the path to being a total enemy of God.

24 “Mahmoud Ahmadinejad and Israel,” Wikipedia, Mar. 17, 2010
<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mahmoud Ahmadinejad and Israel>.
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6.4 The Third Seal — Famine on a Black Horse

Revelation 6:5-6

And when he had opened the third seal, I heard the third beast say, Come and see. And I beheld, and lo a
black horse; and he that sat on him had a pair of balances in his hand.

6 And I heard a voice in the midst of the four beasts say, A measure of wheat for a penny, and three mea-
sures of barley for a penny; and see thou hurt not the oil and the wine.

The third seal is famine upon the earth. We are hearing more about world famine now than ever
before. But when the Lord pours out his wrath upon the earth, there is going to be massive famine
throughout the world. The weather may destroy some crops now, but when the Lord fights against the
wickedness of the world, very few crops will be grown.

Isaiah 14:26-32

This is the purpose that is purposed upon the whole earth: and this is the hand that is stretched out upon
all the nations.

27 For the LORD of hosts hath purposed, and who shall disannul i#? and his hand is stretched out, and
who shall turn it back?

28 In the year that king Ahaz died was this burden.

29 Rejoice not thou, whole Palestina, because the rod of him that smote thee is broken: for out of the
serpent’s root shall come forth a cockatrice, and his fruit shall be a fiery flying serpent.

30 And the firstborn of the poor shall feed, and the needy shall lie down in safety: and I will kill thy root
with famine, and he shall slay thy remnant.

31 Howl, O gate; cry, O city; thou, whole Palestina, art dissolved: for there shall come from the north a
smoke, and none shall be alone in his appointed times.

32 What shall one then answer the messengers of the nation? That the LORD hath founded Zion, and the
poor of his people shall trust in it.

Notice how Isaiah begins the burden with what the Lord has purposed for a wicked world. How
his hand is stretched out against the wicked nations. Who can stop the judgment of the Lord? Who can
prevent what the Lord has purposed? Who can even disannul what the Lord has purposed?

The news has been reporting about the Palestinians and their fight against Israel. This fight has
been going on for centuries and they want Jerusalem for themselves. These are the same ones that David
fought. You read about Gaza continually in the news and in the Bible. They have been fighting against
God and his chosen people for thousands of years. Isaiah describes the same worldwide famine that is de-
scribed in Revelation along with the famine and war. The cockatrice and the fiery flying serpent could be
like modern day jet fighters.

Ezekiel was a contemporary of Daniel and Hezekiah. All of them were prophets during the Baby-
lonian captivity and the Persian takeover of Babylon. Thus when you read their prophecies concerning
Jerusalem as a capital city of Israel you need to remember that Jerusalem became the capital of Israel in
1980. Thus these prophets had to be talking about our current time! The famine during the tribulation
will be extremely painful. There will even be cannibalism throughout the world! Ezekiel describes this
in exquisite detail covering Ezekiel 5 — Ezekiel 7

Ezekiel 5:1-17

And thou, son of man, take thee a sharp knife, take thee a barber’s razor, and cause it to pass upon thine
head and upon thy beard: then take thee balances to weigh, and divide the Aair.

2 Thou shalt burn with fire a third part in the midst of the city, when the days of the siege are fulfilled:
and thou shalt take a third part, and smite about it with a knife: and a third part thou shalt scatter in the
wind; and I will draw out a sword after them.

3 Thou shalt also take thereof a few in number, and bind them in thy skirts.
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4 Then take of them again, and cast them into the midst of the fire, and burn them in the fire; for thereof
shall a fire come forth into all the house of Israel.

5 Thus saith the Lord GOD; This is Jerusalem: I have set it in the midst of the nations and countries that
are round about her.

6 And she hath changed my judgments into wickedness more than the nations, and my statutes more than
the countries that are round about her: for they have refused my judgments and my statutes, they have not
walked in them.

7 Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Because ye multiplied more than the nations that are round about
you, and have not walked in my statutes, neither have kept my judgments, neither have done according to
the judgments of the nations that are round about you;

8 Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I, even I, am against thee, and will execute judgments in
the midst of thee in the sight of the nations.

9 And I will do in thee that which I have not done, and whereunto [ will not do any more the like, because
of all thine abominations.

10 Therefore the fathers shall eat the sons in the midst of thee, and the sons shall eat their fathers;
and I will execute judgments in thee, and the whole remnant of thee will I scatter into all the winds.
11 Wherefore, as I live, saith the Lord GOD; Surely, because thou hast defiled my sanctuary with all thy
detestable things, and with all thine abominations, therefore will I also diminish thee; neither shall mine
eye spare, neither will I have any pity.

12 A third part of thee shall die with the pestilence, and with famine shall they be consumed in the midst
of thee: and a third part shall fall by the sword round about thee; and I will scatter a third part into all the
winds, and I will draw out a sword after them.

13 Thus shall mine anger be accomplished, and I will cause my fury to rest upon them, and I will be
comforted: and they shall know that I the LORD have spoken if in my zeal, when I have accomplished
my fury in them.

14 Moreover I will make thee waste, and a reproach among the nations that are round about thee, in the
sight of all that pass by.

15 So it shall be a reproach and a taunt, an instruction and an astonishment unto the nations that are round
about thee, when I shall execute judgments in thee in anger and in fury and in furious rebukes. I the
LORD have spoken it.

16 When I shall send upon them the evil arrows of famine, which shall be for their destruction, and which
I will send to destroy you: and I will increase the famine upon you, and will break your staff of bread:

17 So will I send upon you famine and evil beasts, and they shall bereave thee; and pestilence and blood
shall pass through thee; and I will bring the sword upon thee. I the LORD have spoken it.

We know that Ezekiel must be talking about the great tribulation since he is describing a rebuilt
temple and the debauchery of the time. As stated earlier in this study Ezekiel lived after the captivity of
Jerusalem by Babylon. Israel was not to become a nation until 1948 AD and Jerusalem as the Capital in
1980. Thus the wickedness that Ezekiel is describing is yet to come. The famine that will come during
the Great Tribulation will consume the whole world! This third seal of Revelation is a mighty indication
about how bad the days during the reign of the Antichrist really will be.

All the above scripture describes how grievous the famine will be during the tribulation. Also
during this time there will not only be a famine of food, but a famine of the Word of God. The Lord has
called his saints home already, and there are no true Christians left to preach the word with power. The
Christians who used to preach the word with power are enjoying the presence of the Lord.

Amos 8:9-14

And it shall come to pass in that day, saith the Lord GOD, that I will cause the sun to go down at noon,
and I will darken the earth in the clear day:

10 And I will turn your feasts into mourning, and all your songs into lamentation; and I will bring up
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sackcloth upon all loins, and baldness upon every head; and I will make it as the mourning of an only son,
and the end thereof as a bitter day.

11 Behold, the days come, saith the Lord GOD, that I will send a famine in the land, not a famine of
bread, nor a thirst for water, but of hearing the words of the LORD:

12 And they shall wander from sea to sea, and from the north even to the east, they shall run to and fro to
seek the word of the LORD, and shall not find it.

13 In that day shall the fair virgins and young men faint for thirst.

14 They that swear by the sin of Samaria, and say, Thy god, O Dan, liveth; and, The manner of Beersheba
liveth; even they shall fall, and never rise up again.

After the Christians are gone, the marginal Christians will begin to seek the unadulterated Word
of God, searching the whole world, and not be able to find it. Those who believe that there are some true
Christians going to be left to evangelize the world after the rapture are in error. Just as there was none
righteous left after God closed the door of Noah's ark, there will not be any righteous after the rapture.
The 144,000 Jewish male virgins will become born again Hebrew Christians proclaiming the righteous-
ness of Jesus Christ to a world consumed with wickedness and horror!

Even today there is a famine of the true Word! There are churches that are promoting socialism
and total control by the government. There are churches that even have homosexual and lesbian preach -
ers. How far has the Christian church fallen! The Bible is not preached anymore in numerous churches.
There currently is a famine of God’s Word!

6.5 The Forth Seal — Death and Hell Upon a Pale Horse

Revelation 6:7-8

And when he had opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth beast say, Come and see.

8 And I looked, and behold a pale horse: and his name that sat on him was Death, and Hell followed with
him. And power was given unto them over the fourth part of the earth, to kill with sword, and with
hunger, and with death, and with the beasts of the earth.

The fourth seal is death with hell following. The rider of the fourth horse was given power to
wipe out and kill 25% of the world. His weapons are war, which is the second seal, and famine, which is
the third seal. A quarter of the entire world's population is going to be destroyed!

The major item is that “hell” follows the destruction. The word hell here is translated from the
Greek word “hades” meaning the place of the dead.”

II1. Upon opening the fourth seal, which John is commanded to observe, there
appears another horse, of a pale colour. Here observe, 1. The name of the rider--
Death, the king of terrors; the pestilence, which is death in its empire, death reigning
over a place or nation, death on horseback, marching about, and making fresh
conquests every hour. 2. The attendants or followers of this king of terrors--%ell, a
state of eternal misery to all those who die in their sins; and, in times of such a
general destruction, multitudes go down unprepared into the valley of destruction. It
is an awful thought, and enough to make the whole world to tremble, that eternal
damnation immediately follows upon the death of an impenitent sinner.*

25 “86 haides” Strong’s Greek Dictionary, “haides hah'-dace from 1 (as negative particle) and 1492; properly,
unseen, i.e. ‘Hades’ or the place (state) of departed souls:--grave, hell. see GREEK for 1 see GREEK for 1492”
26 Matthew Henry, Matthew Henry’s Commentary Vol 6 (Fleming H. Revell Co., Old Tappan, NJ), p. 1144.

76



6 The Seven Seals

Jesus described hades as being divided into two parts. One part is for the redeemed of the Lord,
and another a place of torment. Luke uses the same word, ‘hades’ as John uses which was translated as
hell in English.

Luke 16:19-26

There was a certain rich man, which was clothed in purple and fine linen, and fared sumptuously every
day:

20 And there was a certain beggar named Lazarus, which was laid at his gate, full of sores,

21 And desiring to be fed with the crumbs which fell from the rich man’s table: moreover the dogs came
and licked his sores.

22 And it came to pass, that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels into Abraham’s bosom: the
rich man also died, and was buried;

23 And in hell he lift up his eyes, being in torments, and seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his
bosom.

24 And he cried and said, Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that he may dip the tip
of his finger in water, and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame.

25 But Abraham said, Son, remember that thou in thy lifetime receivedst thy good things, and likewise
Lazarus evil things: but now he is comforted, and thou art tormented.

26 And beside all this, between us and you there is a great gulf fixed: so that they which would pass from
hence to you cannot; neither can they pass to us, that would come from thence.

When Jesus told about Lazarus and the rich man, he was telling people that there definitely is a
place of torment for the unrepentant. The rich man became the beggar while Lazarus became the true rich
man. The rich man ended up begging Lazarus for one single drop of water. This is the portion of hades
that the dead will go to which are executed by the rider of the pale horse. Hell is following him, devour-
ing up the dead!

Many commentators call the rich man and Lazarus a parable. All of Jesus’ parables begin with
them being declared as a parable. The rich man and Lazarus has no such declaration, thus making it a real
event. Hell is a real place where the torment is eternal. Those who refuse the salvation of the Lord con-
demn themselves to an eternity of fire and brimstone where they will end up begging for a single drop of
water.

Isaiah tells us that hell is enlarging itself without measure. Hell is continually growing larger and
larger to accommodate all of the wicked who are enjoying the pleasures of sin for a season. The world is
filled with people who do not want or desire the salvation of the Lord. They are too busy enjoying life to
even consider their final destiny. Those who refuse Jesus refuse salvation and have chosen hell for eterni-
ty. Are you one of the many who is causing hell to enlarge?

Isaiah 5:13-30

Therefore my people are gone into captivity, because they have no knowledge: and their honourable men
are famished, and their multitude dried up with thirst.

14 Therefore hell hath enlarged herself, and opened her mouth without measure: and their glory,
and their multitude, and their pomp, and he that rejoiceth, shall descend into it.

15 And the mean man shall be brought down, and the mighty man shall be humbled, and the eyes of
the lofty shall be humbled:

16 But the LORD of hosts shall be exalted in judgment, and God that is holy shall be sanctified in
righteousness.

17 Then shall the lambs feed after their manner, and the waste places of the fat ones shall strangers eat.

18 Woe unto them that draw iniquity with cords of vanity, and sin as it were with a cart rope:

19 That say, Let him make speed, and hasten his work, that we may see i¢: and let the counsel of the Holy
One of Israel draw nigh and come, that we may know it!
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20 Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil; that put darkness for light, and light for darkness;
that put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter!

21 Woe unto them that are wise in their own eyes, and prudent in their own sight!

22 Woe unto them that are mighty to drink wine, and men of strength to mingle strong drink:

23 Which justify the wicked for reward, and take away the righteousness of the righteous from him!

24 Therefore as the fire devoureth the stubble, and the flame consumeth the chaff, so their root shall be as
rottenness, and their blossom shall go up as dust: because they have cast away the law of the LORD of
hosts, and despised the word of the Holy One of Israel.

25 Therefore is the anger of the LORD kindled against his people, and he hath stretched forth his hand
against them, and hath smitten them: and the hills did tremble, and their carcases were torn in the midst
of the streets. For all this his anger is not turned away, but his hand is stretched out still.

26 And he will lift up an ensign to the nations from far, and will hiss unto them from the end of the earth:
and, behold, they shall come with speed swiftly:

27 None shall be weary nor stumble among them; none shall slumber nor sleep; neither shall the girdle of
their loins be loosed, nor the latchet of their shoes be broken:

28 Whose arrows are sharp, and all their bows bent, their horses’ hoofs shall be counted like flint, and
their wheels like a whirlwind.

29 Their roaring shall be like a lion, they shall roar like young lions: yea, they shall roar, and lay hold of
the prey, and shall carry it away safe, and none shall deliver iz.

30 And in that day they shall roar against them like the roaring of the sea: and if one look unto the land,
behold darkness and sorrow, and the light is darkened in the heavens thereof.

Hell enlarges its borders without measure to hold all of the wicked who choose it over heaven.
The fire of hell is going to devour the enemies of God. Those who have spent a lifetime fighting the pre-
cepts of the Lord are going to find themselves consumed by the lake of fire.

There are those who say, “A loving God will not send you to hell.” Or else they say, “I’m not
that bad, everybody does it.” These are the same excuses that children use, and adults use the same ex-
cuses to negate their actions. They do not realize that their actions will be their judge. Their actions will
send them to the lake of fire. No matter what excuse they use to justify their actions, they will find their
actions indicting them. When they refused the redemption of Jesus Christ, they have chosen hell over
heaven. There used to be a talk show host here in Philadelphia who even boasted that he would not want
to go to heaven with all of those holy-roller Christians. I know several people who boast about not want-
ing to spend eternity in heaven. Those who reject Jesus Christ have chosen an eternity in the lake of fire
and brimstone!

6.6 The Fifth Seal — Tribulation Saints Executed

Revelation 6:9-11

9 And when he had opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of them that were slain for the
word of God, and for the testimony which they held:

10 And they cried with a loud voice, saying, How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge and
avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth?

11 And white robes were given unto every one of them; and it was said unto them, that they should rest
yet for a little season, until their fellowservants also and their brethren, that should be killed as they were,
should be fulfilled.

These are the saints who come to the Lord during the great tribulation. They inquire when the
Lord is going to avenge their blood. The saints, who are raptured, don’t worry about the outcome of the
world. They don’t fret about the Lord avenging their enemies, for they know that the Lord has everything
worked out according to his plan.
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Although there is a famine of the Word of God during the tribulation, there are numerous saints
who come to the Lord after the rapture. Many of these are those who rejected the message of the Lord’s
salvation prior to the rapture. When they see the fulfillment of all the prophecies, they turn their hearts
over to the Lord. They refuse both to worship and take the mark of the beast causing them to be executed
as enemies of the state.

When they inquire of the Lord concerning the vengeance of their execution, the Lord replies that
there are others who must also suffer like they before he avenges the executions of his saints. The Lord is
long suffering and before he closes the door, all of those who are going to come to him will before the
door is permanently shut.

This portion of scripture infers that only those who are willing to be martyred during the tribula-
tion will be saved. During this period of history, the blood of the Christian will flow for the testimony of
Jesus Christ. Those who refuse to take the mark of the beast will be executed. Anybody who takes the
mark of the beast will live, but will end up burning in hell. Christians today don’t have such a drastic
choice, but they also must wholeheartedly serve the Lord or they will be spewed out like the Laodicean
Church. Moses told them that there is only one Lord and he is the avenger.

Deuteronomy 32:39-43

See now that I, even 1, am he, and there is no god with me: I kill, and I make alive; I wound, and I heal:
neither is there any that can deliver out of my hand.

40 For I lift up my hand to heaven, and say, I live for ever.

41 If I whet my glittering sword, and mine hand take hold on judgment; I will render vengeance to mine
enemies, and will reward them that hate me.

42 1 will make mine arrows drunk with blood, and my sword shall devour flesh; and that with the blood
of the slain and of the captives, from the beginning of revenges upon the enemy.

43 Rejoice, O ye nations, with his people: for he will avenge the blood of his servants, and will render
vengeance to his adversaries, and will be merciful unto his land, and to his people.

We think the times are bad now, but we have not seen anything like the great depression. We are
on the precipice of the fulfillment of Biblical prophecy. We are seeing more nations accept the Euro as
their currency. We are seeing the threats by Iran against Israel. We are seeing the beginning of a global
economic collapse which will initiate the rise of the Antichrist. The technology is in place that will en-
able the Internet banking system with embedded chips that will include GPS (Global Positioning System)
so that the government will know where you are at all times. Death with hell following is the reward for
all who worship the Antichrist like many worship Barack Obama. The tribulation saints will be the only
voice raised against the Antichrist and he will have them executed.

The current President of the United States, Barack Obama, adores the worship of his followers.
He may not be the Antichrist, but he sure is pushing for the rise of the Antichrist and a single world cur-
rency. The economic collapse of the United States along with the collapse of other nations will initiate
the rise of the Antichrist and the New World Order. This economic collapse is currently being engi-
neered by the world banks and world leaders. Already there is an new bill in the Senate for the creation
of a national ID card with a biochip. You will not be able to get a job, use your bank account, or any oth-
er item that requires currency without this card. This is the precursor to the mark of the beast! Current-
ly the total national debt of the United States on March 13, 2010 is approximately $12,600,600,000,000.*
This makes that every man, woman, and child each owes approximately $40,797 based on the estimated
U.S. population of 308,860,508.%* With this current debt that is growing rapidly where the annual interest

27 U.S. National Debt Clock, Mar. 13, 2010, <http://www.usdebtclock.net/>.
28 U.S. Census Bureau, Mar. 13, 2010, <http://www.census.gov/>.
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for 2009 was approximately $383,071,060,815.42% means that each
individual in the United States owes $1,240.27 just to pay the interest
on last years debt.

Greece, Spain, Portugal, Ireland, and other countries are col-
lapsing under their debt®® and this is not just a U.S. economic crisis,
but a worldwide meltdown which is leading to the initiation of the fi-
nancial collapse that will inaugurate the Antichrist.

The financial system in America is on the edge of

default

By Bob Chapman

The dramatic and costly undertow of deflation continues
unabated, as government via fiscal policy and the Federal
Reserve, by creating money and credit out of thin air,
proceed to overpower this deflation with massive inflation. Penniless Uncle Sam
Unbeknownst to most the Fed and the Treasury have been maintaining this program
for the past several years, accompanied by most major countries, all of which have
taken the path of least resistance rather than address the underlying problems.

The current stage of problems had to be addressed 2-1/2 years ago in what has
become known as a credit crisis. This continuing crisis has been accompanied by 22-
1/8% current unemployment that has resulted in a perpetual fall in tax revenues and a
resultant enlargement of government deficits. We might add that this condition is
being experienced by many countries worldwide, which followed America’s
leadership into this terrible financial and economic morass. These policies have led to
massive sovereign debt policies, a hangover of the policies of 1933 and 1971.

The financial system in America is on the edge of default. A recent poll found that
92% of those surveyed wanted to unseat their current representative or Senator in
Washington and only 21% believed that government enjoyed the consent of the
governed. It’s very obvious people are not happy with the political, economic and
financial situation presently. Eighty percent believe that government is enmeshed in
partisan infighting. Not only between parties, but within parties as well. Politicians
are very aware of these numbers and are frantic to get reelected. The public has
recoiled in disgust. People are demanding that the power of government be curbed.
People are sick and tired of paid off corrupt politicians, more than half of whom have
been in office for more than ten years.”

Is it any wonder that the Antichrist will execute those who speak out against him and his policies?
We are living on the edge where the Antichrist will rise and rule for seven years. With the world econo-
my on the edge of total failure, the Antichrist can come to power at any moment. The Antichrist will
come to power through a worldwide economic meltdown. That meltdown seems imminent.

29 U.S. Treasury Department, Mar. 13, 2010, <http://www.treasurydirect.gov/govt/reports/ir/ir_expense.htm>.
30 Eoin Blackwell, “A$ Hits 13-year high against euro,” The Sydney Morning Herald, Mar. 12, 2010,

<http://news.smh.com.au/breaking-news-business/a-hits-13year-high-against-euro-20100312-q3h6.html>.
Bob Chapman, “The Financial System in America Is On The Edge of Default,” Centre for Research on Globali-

zation, Mar. 14, 2010, <http://www.globalresearch.ca/index.php?context=va&aid=18105>
31 Bob Chapman, “The Financial System in America Is On The Edge of Default,” Centre for Research on Globali-

zation, Mar. 14, 2010, <http://www.globalresearch.ca/index.php?context=va&aid=18105>
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The stock market crash of 1929 which initiated the Great Depression caused Franklin Roosevelt
to be elected president. He made numerous promises and created numerous agencies to alleviate the de-
pression and many preachers considered Roosevelt as the Antichrist. History shows that he wasn’t the
Antichrist, but he came to power after a worldwide economic collapse. We are facing an economic col -
lapse that is capable of bringing the Antichrist prophesied in the Bible. It is my impression that Barack
Obama and others are engineering a worldwide economic collapse which will bring the Antichrist to pow-
er.

6.7 The Sixth Seal — Giant Earthquake, Sun Darkened, and Moon Turns Blood
Red

Revelation 6:12-17

12 And I beheld when he had opened the sixth seal, and, lo, there was a great earthquake; and the sun
became black as sackcloth of hair, and the moon became as blood;

13 And the stars of heaven fell unto the earth, even as a fig tree casteth her untimely figs, when she is
shaken of a mighty wind.

14 And the heaven departed as a scroll when it is rolled together; and every mountain and island were
moved out of their places.

15 And the kings of the earth, and the great men, and the rich men, and the chief captains, and the mighty
men, and every bondman, and every free man, hid themselves in the dens and in the rocks of the
mountains;

16 And said to the mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from the face of him that sitteth on the
throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb:

17 For the great day of his wrath is come; and who shall be able to stand?

The sixth seal is the final judgment of all of the wicked including the Antichrist and all of his
henchmen. All of the leaders of the world will try to hide themselves from the Lord. They will even at-
tempt to hide themselves in caves, bunkers and whatever stronghold they can find. The judgment is so
great that it asks who shall be able to stand?

Jesus and the Old Testament prophets both refer to the day of the Lord as the judgment of the
wicked.

Here Jesus is instructing his disciples that the end is going to be some time off. In other words,
there are going to be empires after the Romans, and there will be earthquakes and famines all over the
world. Throughout history many preachers have used wars and natural disasters to cajole their congrega -
tion into believing that the last days are at hand. I have heard some preachers claim that the rapture could
happen this very night! Jesus warned us that there would be wars, kingdoms, and calamities before the
end. It is imperative for us to view all of the prophecy concerning the last days.

As time goes on and technology increases the day of the Lord is coming closer and closer. We
now have the technology to embed chips in people that contain GPS, identification, bank accounts, and
credit card accounts. Thus the government can track everything that you do, and where you are. Present-
ly, the technology is available to fulfill Bible prophecy. The only thing missing is a one world govern-
ment which is in the works! How close are we to the rapture? 1 cannot tell you, but I advise you to be
ready when the trumpet blows and the saints are called up yonder. Will you hear the trumpet call and rise
to meet the Lord in the air, or will you be one of the many who totally miss the call and remain here? The
choice is yours to either choose to be a saint of the Lord’s, or a follower of the world and the Antichrist.
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6.7.1 Joel’s Prophecy

The Old Testament Prophet Joel tells us not only about the outpouring of the Holy Ghost, but of
the last days and the judgment of the earth. He gives us more details about the sun and the moon.

Joel 2:30-32

30 And I will show wonders in the heavens and in the earth, blood, and fire, and pillars of smoke.

31 The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before the great and the terrible day of
the LORD come.

32 And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of the LORD shall be delivered: for
in mount Zion and in Jerusalem shall be deliverance, as the LORD hath said, and in the remnant whom
the LORD shall call.

Joel describes how the sun will diminish and the moon will reflect what looks like blood red. The
sun is what some call a breeder reactor and is constantly growing until it goes out. This is called a super -
nova®. The Wikipedia article describes several kinds of supernovae including something like what Joel is
describing. Here we see God decreasing the sun’s power without the explosion!

Joel 2 closes with the statement that whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be de -
livered. Jesus is our deliverer, and when you pray in Jesus name you are calling upon the name of the
Lord.

Joel 3 is a continuation of chapter 2 and a combination of prophecies, some of which have oc-
curred and some that include a description of Armageddon. To fully understand Joel 3 you need to have
some knowledge of history to rightly determine what has already occurred and what is yet to happen.

Joel 3:1-21

1 For, behold, in those days, and in that time, when I shall bring again the captivity of Judah and
Jerusalem,

2 I will also gather all nations, and will bring them down into the valley of Jehoshaphat, and will plead
with them there for my people and for my heritage Israel, whom they have scattered among the nations,
and parted my land.

3 And they have cast lots for my people; and have given a boy for an harlot, and sold a girl for wine, that
they might drink.

4 Yea, and what have ye to do with me, O Tyre, and Zidon, and all the coasts of Palestine? will ye render
me a recompense? and if ye recompense me, swiftly and speedily will I return your recompense upon
your own head;

5 Because ye have taken my silver and my gold, and have carried into your temples my goodly pleasant
things:

6 The children also of Judah and the children of Jerusalem have ye sold unto the Grecians, that ye might
remove them far from their border.

7 Behold, I will raise them out of the place whither ye have sold them, and will return your recompense
upon your own head:

8 And I will sell your sons and your daughters into the hand of the children of Judah, and they shall sell
them to the Sabeans, to a people far off: for the LORD hath spoken iz.

9 Proclaim ye this among the Gentiles; Prepare war, wake up the mighty men, let all the men of war draw
near; let them come up:

10 Beat your plowshares into swords, and your pruninghooks into spears: let the weak say, | am strong.
11 Assemble yourselves, and come, all ye heathen, and gather yourselves together round about: thither
cause thy mighty ones to come down, O LORD.

12 Let the heathen be wakened, and come up to the valley of Jehoshaphat: for there will I sit to judge all

32 “Supernova” Wikipedia, Mar. 11, 2001 <http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supernova>.
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the heathen round about.

13 Put ye in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe: come, get you down; for the press is full, the vats overflow;
for their wickedness is great.

14 Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision: for the day of the LORD is near in the valley of
decision.

15 The sun and the moon shall be darkened, and the stars shall withdraw their shining.

16 The LORD also shall roar out of Zion, and utter his voice from Jerusalem; and the heavens and the
earth shall shake: but the LORD will be the hope of his people, and the strength of the children of Israel.
17 So shall ye know that I am the LORD your God dwelling in Zion, my holy mountain: then shall
Jerusalem be holy, and there shall no strangers pass through her any more.

18 And it shall come to pass in that day, that the mountains shall drop down new wine, and the hills shall
flow with milk, and all the rivers of Judah shall flow with waters, and a fountain shall come forth of the
house of the LORD, and shall water the valley of Shittim.

19 Egypt shall be a desolation, and Edom shall be a desolate wilderness, for the violence against the
children of Judah, because they have shed innocent blood in their land.

20 But Judah shall dwell for ever, and Jerusalem from generation to generation.

21 For I will cleanse their blood that I have not cleansed: for the LORD dwelleth in Zion.

6.7.2 Synopsis of Joel 3

Verse Event Fulfilled

1 Captivity of Israel Yes
597 B.C. by Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon

1948 A.D. Israel became a nation after 2545 years
1980 A.D. Jerusalem Becomes Capital of Israel

2 Armageddon No

3-6 Jewish Slaves Yes

Jews were taken into bondage and made slaves by the Babylonians,
Greeks, Romans, Crusaders, and others throughout history causing
them to be scattered throughout Europe, Middle East, and Asia.

The surrounding neighbors of Tyre, Zidon, and the Palestinians sold
Jewish children to the Greeks, Egyptians, and others. They also stole

valuables from the Temple.

The Lord asks what will they pay for the Jewish children and valuables.

7-8 Jews Return to Israel Yes
In 1948 the Jews returned to Israel.

The Sabeans™ are Arabs who are currently involved in the slave trade.*
The prophet Joel tells us that when the Jews return to Israel that they

33 “Sabeans,” Wycliffe Bible Encyclopedia, Vol 2, 1975, p. 1495.
34 Jihad Watch, “Fitzgerald: Social justice in Islam,” May 16, 2006, Mar. 14, 2010,

<http://www.jihadwatch.org/2006/05/fitzgerald-social-justice-in-islam.htmI>.
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Verse Event Fulfilled

will sell Palestinian, Zidon, and Tyre residents to the Sabean slave
traders. I cannot find any documentation concerning this practice
though the Arabs are currently involved in the slave trade.

9-14 Description of the Battle of Armageddon No
15 Sun and Moon Darkened No
16 Lord attacks with his Army of Saints No

17-21 Millennial Reign No

The Pentecostal movement began on New Years Eve 1901 in a girls school run by Rev. Charles
Parham. This is considered by many to be the start of the latter rain and the Pentecostal movement.

Following the miraculous healing of their son, Parham and his wife Sarah moved to
Topeka in 1898 and opened the Bethel Healing home, a socially active Christian
center with a mission not unlike today’s Teen Challenge centers. They preached to
sinners, taught a crisis view of sanctification, prayed for the sick, rescued prostitutes,
helped the homeless, established employment and orphanage services, published the
Apostolic Faith paper and opened a short-term Bible school.

Parham, along with several other ministers, became interested in signs and wonders
and the baptism in the Holy Ghost to evangelize the world. Some distinguishing
New Testament experience or sign, he believed, would allow the believer to know
when he or she had experienced the Baptism.

Historian Gary McGee called the ideas “radical strategy” for reaching the world; and
the more Parham studied the views of others who accepted the strategy, the more he
made it part of his own teaching.

Parham believed that proof of his tongues theories came after he set up the Bethel
Bible School in a rented mansion dubbed “Stone’s Folly” in west Topeka.

Urging his students to study the Scriptures for the evidence of the baptism in the
Holy Spirit, Parham left on a preaching trip to Kansas City. When he returned, the
students were convinced that speaking in tongues is the initial physical evidence of
the experience, citing Acts 2 as the authority.

One of the students, Agnes Ozman, asked Parham to lay hands on her and pray that
she would receive the Acts 2 experience. She later wrote, “As hands were laid upon
my head, the Holy Spirit fell upon me, and I began to speak in tongues, glorifying
God. I talked several languages.” The ecstatic Ozman added, “It was as though
rivers of living water were proceeding from my innermost being.”

Within a few days more than a dozen, including Parham, had spoken in tongues. The
conclusion was that they had been baptized in the Holy Spirit, just as the 120
experienced on the Day of Pentecost.

The press and churches scoffed at Parham’s claims that God was restoring New
Testament gifts and experiences. Some branded the group as fanatical, crazy over
religion and even demon possessed.

But J. Roswell Flower, one of the founders of the Assemblies of God, looked back
some 40 vears later and called the Topeka conclusion a “most momentous decision.”
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Flower noted that believers had spoken in tongues throughout the previous 19
centuries but had not associated it with the fullness of the Spirit. Flower said, “These
students had deduced from God’s Word that in apostolic times, the speaking in
tongues was considered to be the initial physical evidence of a person’s having
received the baptism in the Holy Spirit (See Acts 10:46—‘For they heard them speak
with tongues....”).”

“It was this decision which has made the Pentecostal movement of the Twentieth
Century,” Flower added.

The Parham era in Topeka lasted about 2 years, and as things began to wind down a
few weeks after Agnes Ozman experienced her personal Pentecost, Parham’s
ministry seemed to be in decline. The school closed its doors, and Parham subse-
quently conducted meetings here and there with limited success.*

The apostle Peter began his first sermon by quoting Joel. The first century saints believed that Je -
sus return was imminent. When Jesus was crucified everything became dark during the daytime. Though
Joel was describing the Battle of Armageddon, the apostles believed that this prophecy had already hap -
pened.

Acts 2:14-21

Y[But Peter, standing up with the eleven, lifted up his voice, and said unto them, Ye men of Judaea, and all
ye that dwell at Jerusalem, be this known unto you, and hearken to my words:

15 For these are not drunken, as ye suppose, seeing it is but the third hour of the day.

16 But this is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel;

17 And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh: and
your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men
shall dream dreams:

18 And on my servants and on my handmaidens I will pour out in those days of my Spirit; and they shall
prophesy:

19 And I will shew wonders in heaven above, and signs in the earth beneath; blood, and fire, and vapour
of smoke:

20 The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before that great and notable day of
the Lord come:

21 And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be saved.

When Peter preached his first sermon on Pentecost many thought that the Apostles were drunk
with new wine. Peter used Joel to open his sermon telling them that they have killed their savior and that
this is the outpouring of the Holy Ghost that was prophesied by Joel. The audience also witnessed the
great earthquake and the darkness on the day they crucified Jesus Christ. Thus the Apostles and many
Jews thought that they were living in the last days. The Apostles were looking for the imminent return of
Jesus Christ.

6.8 144,000 Israeli Tribulation Saints and Many Others

Revelation 7:1-3
And after these things I saw four angels standing on the four corners of the earth, holding the four winds
of the earth, that the wind should not blow on the earth, nor on the sea, nor on any tree.

35 Wayne Warner, Assemblies of God 49™ General Council, “The Birthplace of the Pentcostal Movement,” Aug. 7,
2001, Mar. 14, 2010, <http://www.ag.org/top/events/General Council 2001/20010807 01b_birthplace.cfm>.
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2 And I saw another angel ascending from the east, having the seal of the living God: and he cried with a
loud voice to the four angels, to whom it was given to hurt the earth and the sea,

3 Saying, Hurt not the earth, neither the sea, nor the trees, till we have sealed the servants of our God in
their forecheads.

The seventh chapter opens with the angels holding back the destruction that is warranted until the
saints of the Lord are sealed. These saints are Jewish virgins, 12,000 from each of the twelve tribes of
Israel. Throughout the Bible, God has never reigned down judgment until his saints were taken care of.
Prime examples of this are Noah and the Ark, the rescue of Lot and his family prior to the destruction of
Sodom and Gomorrah, and the protection of the saints during the Babylonian Captivity of Judah. Prior to
the punishment of the earth by the Lord and his saints, the 144,000 Jewish saints are sealed in their fore-
heads. This is a resemblance of the passover in Exodus.

Revelation 7:4-8

And I heard the number of them which were sealed: and there were sealed an hundred and forty and four
thousand of all the tribes of the children of Israel.

5 Of the tribe of Juda were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Reuben were sealed twelve thousand.
Of the tribe of Gad were sealed twelve thousand.

6 Of the tribe of Aser were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Nephthalim were sealed twelve
thousand. Of the tribe of Manasses were sealed twelve thousand.

7 Of the tribe of Simeon were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Levi were sealed twelve thousand.
Of the tribe of Issachar were sealed twelve thousand.

8 Of the tribe of Zabulon were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Joseph were sealed twelve
thousand. Of the tribe of Benjamin were sealed twelve thousand.

There is greater detail about these saints in Revelation 14. These are special saints during the tri-
bulation that will realize that Jesus Christ is truly their Lord and savior. These appear to be like 144,000
Rev. Billy Grahams or Rev. Billy Sundays. These are special preachers who have the true fire of the
Lord.

Revelation 14:1-5

And I looked, and, lo, a Lamb stood on the mount Sion, and with him an hundred forty and four thousand,
having his Father's name written in their foreheads.

2 And I heard a voice from heaven, as the voice of many waters, and as the voice of a great thunder: and
I heard the voice of harpers harping with their harps:

3 And they sung as it were a new song before the throne, and before the four beasts, and the elders: and
no man could learn that song but the hundred and forty and four thousand, which were redeemed from the
earth.

4 These are they which were not defiled with women; for they are virgins. These are they which follow
the Lamb whithersoever he goeth. These were redeemed from among men, being the firstfruits unto God
and to the Lamb.

5 And in their mouth was found no guile: for they are without fault before the throne of God.

Now there are some as the Jehovah’s Witnesses who try to say that only 144,000 will be saved
and I have had some fun when their preachers came to visit me and I asked them which tribe of Israel did
they belong to. The debate was quite stimulating and kept me on my toes. Of course we departed know -
ing that we were not going to change each others minds. This is one of the great dangers of taking scrip -
ture out of context to create a doctrine contrary to the rest of the Bible.

Revelation 7:9-17
After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no man could number, of all nations, and kindreds,
and people, and tongues, stood before the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and
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palms in their hands;

10 And cried with a loud voice, saying, Salvation to our God which sitteth upon the throne, and unto the
Lamb.

11 And all the angels stood round about the throne, and about the elders and the four beasts, and fell
before the throne on their faces, and worshipped God,

12 Saying, Amen: Blessing, and glory, and wisdom, and thanksgiving, and honour, and power, and might,
be unto our God for ever and ever. Amen.

13 And one of the elders answered, saying unto me, What are these which are arrayed in white robes? and
whence came they?

14 And I said unto him, Sir, thou knowest. And he said to me, These are they which came out of great
tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.

15 Therefore are they before the throne of God, and serve him day and night in his temple: and he that
sitteth on the throne shall dwell among them.

16 They shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more; neither shall the sun light on them, nor any heat.

17 For the Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall feed them, and shall lead them unto living foun-
tains of waters: and God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes.

Here we see a description of the tribulation saints who came out of the great tribulation. They
spend eternity is God’s throne room giving honor and praise to their redeemer and savior. Notice that
these saints are without number and come from every nation on earth. It could be that these tribulation
saints are the result of the preaching of the 144,000.

Here we see a total devotion to God and likewise a devotion from God healing and taking care of
them for all eternity. We see the total bliss of the redeemed and the eternal life that they have.
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¢ The Seuen Crimmpets

Revelation 8:1-6
nd when he had opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven about the space of half an
hour.
2 And I saw the seven angels which stood before God; and to them were given seven trumpets.
3 And another angel came and stood at the altar, having a golden censer; and there was given unto him
much incense, that he should offer if with the prayers of all saints upon the golden altar which was before
the throne.
4 And the smoke of the incense, which came with the prayers of the saints, ascended up before God out of
the angel's hand.
5 And the angel took the censer, and filled it with fire of the altar, and cast it into the earth: and there
were voices, and thunderings, and lightnings, and an earthquake.
6 And the seven angels which had the seven trumpets prepared themselves to sound.

When the seventh seal was broken there was silence in heaven for one half hour. The seals are
the cover of the book. They give enough information to entice you to open the book and read more. The
first page of any book is the title page; the seven trumpets represent the title page and table of contents of
a modern book. Also the seven trumpets herald the forthcoming events. These trumpets are announcing
the arrival of the great tribulation and the demise of the wicked who worship the Antichrist and his master
Satan.

The throne room in heaven is set up the same as the tabernacle in the wilderness was set up. The
golden alter in the tabernacle was for burning incense, and the golden alter in heaven is for offering in-
cense, which are the prayers of the saints.

Exodus 30:1-10

And thou shalt make an altar to burn incense upon: of shittim wood shalt thou make it.

2 A cubit shall be the length thereof, and a cubit the breadth thereof; foursquare shall it be: and two cubits
shall be the height thereof: the horns thereof shall be of the same.
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3 And thou shalt overlay it with pure gold, the top thereof, and the sides thereof round about, and the
horns thereof; and thou shalt make unto it a crown of gold round about.

4 And two golden rings shalt thou make to it under the crown of it, by the two corners thereof, upon the
two sides of it shalt thou make it; and they shall be for places for the staves to bear it withal.

5 And thou shalt make the staves of shittim wood, and overlay them with gold.

6 And thou shalt put it before the veil that is by the ark of the testimony, before the mercy seat that is over
the testimony, where I will meet with thee.

7 And Aaron shall burn thereon sweet incense every morning: when he dresseth the lamps, he shall burn
incense upon it.

8 And when Aaron lighteth the lamps at even, he shall burn incense upon it, a perpetual incense before the
LORD throughout your generations.

9 Ye shall offer no strange incense thereon, nor burnt sacrifice, nor meat offering; neither shall ye pour
drink offering thereon.

10 And Aaron shall make an atonement upon the horns of it once in a year with the blood of the sin
offering of atonements: once in the year shall he make atonement upon it throughout your generations: it
is most holy unto the LORD.

The altar of incense was for a perpetual offering before the Lord. Its importance is also in its po-
sition, which is directly in front of the veil. There were specific requirements for offering incense upon
the altar, one being no strange fire.

Leviticus 10:1-2

And Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, took either of them his censer, and put fire therein, and put
incense thereon, and offered strange fire before the LORD, which he commanded them not.

2 And there went out fire from the LORD, and devoured them, and they died before the LORD.

Some have asked me why their prayers aren't answered? People who aren't Christian think God
is dead because he refuses to answer their requests the way they want. When a person prays after the
lusts of his heart, his prayers are not going to be answered satisfactorily, or else it will seem to him that
his prayers are just bouncing off the ceiling. This is an example of offering strange fire.

The incense offered in heaven are the prayers of the saints who are seeking the will of the Lord
Jesus Christ, and not their own. These are the prayers that are offered as a perpetual offering before the
Lord. Those who pray amiss are heaping fire upon themselves for they are offering strange fire.

The same censer which holds the prayers of the saints is cast down to the earth filled with fire.
The same as Nadab and Abihu were killed with fire, the ones who offer strange fire are heaping condem-
nation to themselves. Their prayers are returned with fire from the Lord! Thus you need to be extremely
careful what you pray.

Many who pray wonder why their prayers are not answered or why God appears silent. James
has the answer.

James 4:1-3

From whence come wars and fightings among you? come they not hence, even of your lusts that war in
your members?

2 Ye lust, and have not: ye kill, and desire to have, and cannot obtain: ye fight and war, yet ye have not,
because ye ask not.

3 Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon your lusts.

Thus a Christian needs to be careful about what he is requesting. I once had a soldier who
worked for me who got inebriated every night and every morning he had a hangover. He attempted to tell
me that he was really repenting and could I pray that his hangover would end. I knew better and I told
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him that the hangover was a blessing for it is God’s way of telling you that you are wrecking your body
by getting drunk every night and now you have to suffer the consequences. I also answered and told him
since I knew that this was God’s way that if I pray, I would pray for a greater hangover so that you would
remember when you are tempted tonight to go to the club. Of course he did not want me to pray for his
hangover.

When you pray amiss you may be heaping coals of fire upon your head. Notice that the same
censor that is filled with the prayers of the saints offering a sweet savor to the Lord is also hurled down to
the earth with coals of fire. What fills the censor when you pray?

7.1 The First Trumpet — Hail and Fire Mingled With Blood

Revelation 8:7
The first angel sounded, and there followed hail and fire mingled with blood, and they were cast upon the
earth: and the third part of trees was burnt up, and all green grass was burnt up.

The devastation described by the first trumpet is awesome. When the cup of the Lord's wrath is
completely full, the citizens of the earth are going to receive their just reward. Presently, we are seeing
the destruction of the mid-west by the flooding of the Mississippi and Missouri rivers. One commentator
described it as a new great lake. The main thing is that this is mild compared to the first trumpet.

The first trumpet is hail and fire mixed with blood. When the Lord judged Egypt in the time of
Moses he used the same judgment! Fire and hail will descend upon the wicked of the earth.

Exodus 9:23-26

And Moses stretched forth his rod toward heaven: and the LORD sent thunder and hail, and the fire ran
along upon the ground; and the LORD rained hail upon the land of Egypt.

24 So there was hail, and fire mingled with the hail, very grievous, such as there was none like it in all the
land of Egypt since it became a nation.

25 And the hail smote throughout all the land of Egypt all that was in the field, both man and beast; and
the hail smote every herb of the field, and brake every tree of the field.

26 Only in the land of Goshen, where the children of Israel were, was there no hail.

The results of the Lord's judgment upon Egypt was the utter destruction of plant life. Also fire
ran along the ground burning everything in it's path. Thus if the hail didn't destroy the crops, the fire fin-
ished the job. Finally, all living creatures in the field, were smote (killed) by the hail.

During the tribulation, not just one country will receive the wrath of the Lord, but the entire earth
will feel his wrath! One third of all the forests will be destroyed, and all grain will be destroyed.

A number of theologians believe that Job is the oldest book in the Bible. God asks Job if he has
seen the hail that is stored for the last days. The Lord has planned for the Great Tribulation from the very
beginning of creation. He knows Satan, his enemy, and knows what his enemy even plans to do. You
cannot fight God and win. The world is fighting a losing battle against God without even knowing that
they have already lost the war!

Job 38:22-23
Hast thou entered into the treasures of the snow? or hast thou seen the treasures of the hail,
23 Which I have reserved against the time of trouble, against the day of battle and war?

The Lord always has a plan to protect his own. He doesn't reign utter destruction on his own, but
on the enemies of his own. Psalm 18 shows how the Lord takes care of those who love him.
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Psalms 18

To the chief Musician, 4 Psalm of David, the servant of the LORD, who spake unto the LORD the words
of this song in the day that the LORD delivered him from the hand of all his enemies, and from the hand
of Saul: And he said, I will love thee, O LORD, my strength.

2 The LORD is my rock, and my fortress, and my deliverer; my God, my strength, in whom I will trust;
my buckler, and the horn of my salvation, and my high tower.

3 I will call upon the LORD, who is worthy to be praised: so shall I be saved from mine enemies.

4 The sorrows of death compassed me, and the floods of ungodly men made me afraid.

5 The sorrows of hell compassed me about: the snares of death prevented me.

6 In my distress I called upon the LORD, and cried unto my God: he heard my voice out of his temple,
and my cry came before him, even into his ears.

7 Then the earth shook and trembled; the foundations also of the hills moved and were shaken, because he
was wroth.

8 There went up a smoke out of his nostrils, and fire out of his mouth devoured: coals were kindled by it.
9 He bowed the heavens also, and came down: and darkness was under his feet.

10 And he rode upon a cherub, and did fly: yea, he did fly upon the wings of the wind.

11 He made darkness his secret place; his pavilion round about him were dark waters and thick clouds of
the skies.

12 At the brightness that was before him his thick clouds passed, hail stones and coals of fire.

13 The LORD also thundered in the heavens, and the Highest gave his voice; hail sfones and coals of fire.
14 Yea, he sent out his arrows, and scattered them; and he shot out lightnings, and discomfited them.

15 Then the channels of waters were seen, and the foundations of the world were discovered at thy
rebuke, O LORD, at the blast of the breath of thy nostrils.

16 He sent from above, he took me, he drew me out of many waters.

17 He delivered me from my strong enemy, and from them which hated me: for they were too strong for
me.

18 They prevented me in the day of my calamity: but the LORD was my stay.

19 He brought me forth also into a large place; he delivered me, because he delighted in me.

20 The LORD rewarded me according to my righteousness; according to the cleanness of my hands hath
he recompensed me.

21 For I have kept the ways of the LORD, and have not wickedly departed from my God.

22 For all his judgments were before me, and I did not put away his statutes from me.

23 I was also upright before him, and I kept myself from mine iniquity.

24 Therefore hath the LORD recompensed me according to my righteousness, according to the cleanness
of my hands in his eyesight.

25 With the merciful thou wilt show thyself merciful; with an upright man thou wilt show thyself upright;
26 With the pure thou wilt show thyself pure; and with the froward thou wilt show thyself froward.

27 For thou wilt save the afflicted people; but wilt bring down high looks.

28 For thou wilt light my candle: the LORD my God will enlighten my darkness.

29 For by thee I have run through a troop; and by my God have I leaped over a wall.

30 As for God, his way is perfect: the word of the LORD is tried: he is a buckler to all those that trust in
him.

31 For who is God save the LORD? or who is a rock save our God?

32 It is God that girdeth me with strength, and maketh my way perfect.

33 He maketh my feet like hinds’ feet, and setteth me upon my high places.

34 He teacheth my hands to war, so that a bow of steel is broken by mine arms.

35 Thou hast also given me the shield of thy salvation: and thy right hand hath holden me up, and thy
gentleness hath made me great.

36 Thou hast enlarged my steps under me, that my feet did not slip.
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37 I have pursued mine enemies, and overtaken them: neither did I turn again till they were consumed.

38 I have wounded them that they were not able to rise: they are fallen under my feet.

39 For thou hast girded me with strength unto the battle: thou hast subdued under me those that rose up
against me.

40 Thou hast also given me the necks of mine enemies; that [ might destroy them that hate me.

41 They cried, but there was none to save them: even unto the LORD, but he answered them not.

42 Then did I beat them small as the dust before the wind: I did cast them out as the dirt in the streets.

43 Thou hast delivered me from the strivings of the people; and thou hast made me the head of the
heathen: a people whom 1 have not known shall serve me.

44 As soon as they hear of me, they shall obey me: the strangers shall submit themselves unto me.

45 The strangers shall fade away, and be afraid out of their close places.

46 The LORD liveth; and blessed be my rock; and let the God of my salvation be exalted.

47 It is God that avengeth me, and subdueth the people under me.

48 He delivereth me from mine enemies: yea, thou liftest me up above those that rise up against me: thou
hast delivered me from the violent man.

49 Therefore will I give thanks unto thee, O LORD, among the heathen, and sing praises unto thy name.
50 Great deliverance giveth he to his king; and showeth mercy to his anointed, to David, and to his seed
for evermore.

When I was in the US Army there was a saying that the Army takes care of its own. This proved
not to be an accurate statement. But when you are in the Lord’s Army you will find that the Lord is con-
tinually looking after you. Truly the Lord takes care of his own! The hail and fire is coming upon every-
one who worships Satan, the Antichrist, or any supporter or endorser of the Antichrist.

7.2 The Second Trumpet — 5 of the Sea Becomes Blood Destroying 5 of All Sea
Life and Sinking 5 of the Ships

Revelation 8:8-9

8 And the second angel sounded, and as it were a great mountain burning with fire was cast into the sea:
and the third part of the sea became blood;

9 And the third part of the creatures which were in the sea, and had life, died; and the third part of the
ships were destroyed.

The sounding of the first trumpet resulted in the destruction of all crops and 3 of the forests. The
sounding of the second trumpet destroys a third part of the fish, the density of the sea changes to blood
causing the sinking of '5 of the ships.

This also happened to the Egyptians when Moses had Aaron spread his rod over the waters of
Egypt.

Exodus 7:19-25

19 And the LORD spake unto Moses, Say unto Aaron, Take thy rod, and stretch out thine hand upon the
waters of Egypt, upon their streams, upon their rivers, and upon their ponds, and upon all their pools of
water, that they may become blood; and that there may be blood throughout vessels of wood, and in
vessels of stone.

20 And Moses and Aaron did so, as the LORD commanded; and he lifted up the rod, and smote the waters
that were in the river, in the sight of Pharaoh, and in the sight of his servants; and all the waters that were
in the river were turned to blood.

21 And the fish that was in the river died; and the river stank, and the Egyptians could not drink of the
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water of the river; and there was blood throughout all the land of Egypt.

22 And the magicians of Egypt did so with their enchantments: and Pharaoh’s heart was hardened,
neither did he hearken unto them; as the LORD had said.

23 And Pharaoh turned and went into his house, neither did he set his heart to this also.

24 And all the Egyptians digged round about the river for water to drink; for they could not drink of the
water of the river.

25 And seven days were fulfilled, after that the LORD had smitten the river.

The people during the reign of the Pharaohs in Egypt have the same attitude toward the judg-
ments of the Lord as they have today. Seeing the destruction of American farm land, and the destruction
of the food producing areas of the country, people cannot bring themselves to believe that a “loving” God
could do this to them. They refuse to accept that God, who is righteous and supreme, would judge the sin
of a nation who has rejected his precepts. A recent poll indicated 18% of the people believe that the
drought in the South Eastern States, hurricane Katrina, and the floods in the mid west are the result of
God’s anger at the sinfulness of America. (Sorry, but I do not have a footnote for the poll.) There was
record snowfall in February 2010 with 20 inches falling on Washington D.C.** Everything that has been
happening to our nation is a result of our nations love for lasciviousness, debauchery, adultery, fornica-
tion, abortions, murderers, and etcetera.

The people living during the age of Moses are no different than those today. No matter how God
tries to get their attention, they refuse to heed the signs of the times. They decide to put their faith in sin-
ful man rather than the one true God. When God starts to pour out his wrath, they harden their hearts all
the more. The people today are hardening their hearts against the Lord and have chosen to worship a Sa-
tanist named Barack Hussein Obama!®’ There are many in America who worship a man who will pro-
mote the rise of the Antichrist. America needs to wake up and turn from their wicked ways if they want
deliverance from God’s judgment. Are you blind to God’s judgment like the Egyptians were blind?
Can’t you see the record storms as God’s judgment upon a wicked and perverse nation?

During the reign of Ahab, Elijah under the guidance of the Lord, caused it to stop raining for
three years. If the leaders would have repented, God would have provided them a solution for the
drought. But Ahab considered Elijah and God to be his enemy just like the politicians and the judiciary
consider God ans the born-again Christians to be their enemy. America has chosen to be God’s enemy
and is suffering the consequences for her rebellion against the creator of the universe.

1 Kings 17:1
1 And Elijah the Tishbite, who was of the inhabitants of Gilead, said unto Ahab, 4s the LORD God of
Israel liveth, before whom I stand, there shall not be dew nor rain these years, but according to my word.

After three years has expired Elijah meets Ahab and Elijah is deemed to be the Enemy of Israel.
The true enemy was really Ahab, who was the king of Israel, but he thought that his wickedness was
righteousness. The same is true today, the leaders of our country are calling themselves righteous in the
face of their own wickedness. Look at Dan Rostenkowski, the Congressman from Illinois, who has made
the hearings of his case with stealing from the house post office secret from the American people. The
wicked have always called themselves good and righteous, even after they are caught in their wicked-
ness.

36 Brian K. Sullivan, “Washington Readies for Second Blast as Snow Moves Toward NYC,” Bloomberg News Feb.

9, 2010, Mar 29, 2010 <http://www.bloomberg.com/apps/news?pid=20601087&sid=aabf.8bRIxkA>.
37 PJ. Gladnick, “Obama Worship Goes Into Overdrive as 100-Day Mark Approaches,” Newsbusters.org Apr. 25,

2009, Mar. 29, 2010 <http://www.newsbusters.org/blogs/p-j-gladnick/2009/04/25/obama-worship-goes-
overdrive-100-day-mark-approaches>.
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1 Kings 18:1-2

1 And it came to pass after many days, that the word of the LORD came to Elijah in the third year,
saying, Go, show thyself unto Ahab; and I will send rain upon the earth.

2 And Elijah went to show himself unto Ahab. And there was a sore famine in Samaria.

1 Kings 18:16-18

16 So Obadiah went to meet Ahab, and told him: and Ahab went to meet Elijah.

17 And it came to pass, when Ahab saw Elijah, that Ahab said unto him, 4r¢ thou he that troubleth Israel?
18 And he answered, I have not troubled Israel; but thou, and thy father's house, in that ye have forsaken
the commandments of the LORD, and thou hast followed Baalim.

When the leadership of a country decides that to reject the precepts of the Lord, and the majority
of the citizens follow the leader causing the country to be judged by the Lord. Ahab believed that his
wickedness was righteousness, just like the leaders of America believe! We have seen presidents who
have total disdain for the born-again Christian and Jesus Christ. We have seen presidents who lived in
lasciviousness and having sex with multiple women. John Kennedy, Richard Nixon, Bill Clinton are ex-
amples. Others had other sins that they used to propel the nation into wickedness. Our current president,
Barack Hussein Obama is using every trick possible to bankrupt the United States which will promote the
rise of the Antichrist. As a nation we are heading deeper into the depths of sin and degradation than ever
before. Many Christians thought the 1960s were bad, but the path we are on today is far worse! We have
a president who loves the enemies of God’s chosen people Isracl. Barack Obama is causing the United
States to be the enemy of God!

A Blog for Sarah Palin posted the following:

Let’s cut to the chase here: Barack Obama, and most of the Marxist-democrat party
have little or no use for Israel or the Jewish people. Since Jimmy Carter, another
terrorist sympathizer, and well known anti-Semite, the democrat party has been
hostile toward Israel and the Jewish people, but they tried to hide it from American
Jews. ™

Big Journalism posted the following article on March 25, 2010:

Israeli Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu was in the U.S. and met with Barack
Obama in the White House, but you won’t find any photos of Netanyahu with Obama
on the wire services. There aren’t any. Obama wouldn’t allow it. Politico reported:
But the meetings were shrouded in unusual secrecy, in part because U.S. officials,
who just ten days earlier called the surprise announcement of new housing in East
Jerusalem an ‘insult’ and an ‘affront,” made sure to reward Netanyahu with a series
of small snubs: There were no photographs released from the meeting, and no
briefing for the press.

He bows to the Saudi king, he shakes hands warmly with his “amigo” Chavez, but he
won’t be seen with the leader of the only democracy in the Middle East, and our only
reliable ally there.

And this comes after he has put unprecedented strain on the U.S./Israel alliance by
pressuring Israel for allowing Jews to build homes on Jewish land, and blaming
Israel for the conflict with the Palestinians Muslims.

38 Gary, “Sarah Palin Slams Impotent And Anti-Semitic Barack Obama Over His Incoherent Iran Policy And Jihad
Against Israel,” US For Palin Mar. 31, 2010, Mar. 31, 2010

<http://sarahpalininternetcoalitionblogger.blogspot.com/2010/03/sarah-palin-slams-impotent-and-anti.htmI>.
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Obama is not a passive, weak or naive player in the Muslim/Jewish conflict. He was
wet-nursed on Jew-hatred. He grew up in a Muslim country and studied the Koran.
He knows what is prescribed for the Jews in Islam. He knows that the Koran says
that the Jews are the Muslims’ worst enemies (5:82) and that “ignominy shall be their
portion wheresoever they are found” (3:112).

He knows that Islamic tradition records Muhammad saying:

The last hour would not come unless the Muslims will fight against the Jews and the
Muslims would kill them until the Jews would hide themselves behind a stone or a
tree and a stone or a tree would say: Muslim, or the servant of Allah, there is a Jew
behind me; come and kill him; but the tree Gharqad would not say, for it is the tree of
the Jews.

He must know all this, and yet has never renounced it. On the contrary, he embraces
it, calling upon us to “respect” Islam.

I am staggered by the speed with which Obama has sought to undermine the Jewish
people. But knowing what I know of him after my three years of investigation for
the book I wrote with Robert Spencer, The Post-American Presidency: The Obama
Administration s War on America, 1 expected nothing different. In the summer of
2008, I trekked to Florida to warn the alter cockers who were seduced by the idea of
Obama, but to no avail: my voice and the voices of those like me are kept neatly
tucked away in the blog box.

But now here we are. Jews may then have tried to avoid Obama’s anti-Semitism, but
they cannot now avoid the consequences of avoiding Obama’s anti-Semitism. He has
unleashed an evil in this world the extent of which we are only now beginning to see.
He has made the world safe for haters and killers. The post-World War II peace was
no accident; it was a direct result of American hegemony. But now he is following
the European lead and unraveling it. Europe learned the wrong lessons from the war
and the Holocaust. The lesson that Europe decided to take from Auschwitz was that
everything was caused by nationalism. European leaders decided that therefore what
they really needed was a European Union that would obviate their need for
nationalism and prevent another Auschwitz.*

As more Christians wake up to the administration’s war on Israel more will realize that President
Obama has caused our nation to become enemies of God. Those who curse Israel God will curse, and
those who bless Israel will be blessed by God. Here we see where God blesses Abraham, and also where
Israel is the chosen son.

Genesis 12:3
And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the
earth be blessed.

Psalm 135:4
For the LORD hath chosen Jacob unto himself, and Israel for his peculiar treasure.

Any nation who curses Israel is cursed. President Obama has chosen to curse Israel thus causing
the reciprocal effect of being cursed by God. When we have chosen to be an enemy of Israel we have
chosen to be an enemy of God!

39 Pamela Geller, “Barack Hussein Obama II’s War Against Israel,” Big Journalism, Mar. 25, 2010, Apr. 2, 2010,
<http://bigjournalism.com/pgeller/2010/03/25/barack-hussein-obama-iis-war-against-israel/>.
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Elijah called for a gathering of all of the prophets of Satan which ate at Jezebel’s table. Elijah
was commanded by God to show the wicked who had the real power and strength, either God or the gods
of men. Many are worshiping the gods of men today. They kneel at the altar of sex, debauchery, adultery,
politician and movie star worship, and et cetera, each offering strange fire. Their reward is coming when
God casts his judgment upon the wicked.

1 Kings 18:19-46

Now therefore send, and gather to me all Israel unto mount Carmel, and the prophets of Baal four
hundred and fifty, and the prophets of the groves four hundred, which eat at Jezebel's table.

20 So Ahab sent unto all the children of Israel, and gathered the prophets together unto mount Carmel.

21 And Elijah came unto all the people, and said, How long halt ye between two opinions? if the LORD
be God, follow him: but if Baal, then follow him. And the people answered him not a word.

22 Then said Elijah unto the people, I, even I only, remain a prophet of the LORD; but Baal's prophets are
four hundred and fifty men.

23 Let them therefore give us two bullocks; and let them choose one bullock for themselves, and cut it in
pieces, and lay it on wood, and put no fire under: and I will dress the other bullock, and lay it on wood,
and put no fire under:

24 And call ye on the name of your gods, and I will call on the name of the LORD: and the God that
answereth by fire, let him be God. And all the people answered and said, It is well spoken.

25 And Elijah said unto the prophets of Baal, Choose you one bullock for yourselves, and dress it first; for
ye are many; and call on the name of your gods, but put no fire under.

26 And they took the bullock which was given them, and they dressed i#, and called on the name of Baal
from morning even until noon, saying, O Baal, hear us. But there was no voice, nor any that answered.
And they leaped upon the altar which was made.

27 And it came to pass at noon, that Elijah mocked them, and said, Cry aloud: for he is a god; either he is
talking, or he is pursuing, or he is in a journey, or peradventure he sleepeth, and must be awaked.

28 And they cried aloud, and cut themselves after their manner with knives and lancets, till the blood
gushed out upon them.

29 And it came to pass, when midday was past, and they prophesied until the time of the offering of the
evening sacrifice, that there was neither voice, nor any to answer, nor any that regarded.

30 And Elijah said unto all the people, Come near unto me. And all the people came near unto him. And
he repaired the altar of the LORD that was broken down.

31 And Elijah took twelve stones, according to the number of the tribes of the sons of Jacob, unto whom
the word of the LORD came, saying, Israel shall be thy name:

32 And with the stones he built an altar in the name of the LORD: and he made a trench about the altar,
as great as would contain two measures of seed.

33 And he put the wood in order, and cut the bullock in pieces, and laid /4im on the wood, and said, Fill
four barrels with water, and pour it on the burnt sacrifice, and on the wood.

34 And he said, Do it the second time. And they did it the second time. And he said, Do if the third time.
And they did it the third time.

35 And the water ran round about the altar; and he filled the trench also with water.

36 And it came to pass at the time of the offering of the evening sacrifice, that Elijah the prophet came
near, and said, LORD God of Abraham, Isaac, and of Israel, let it be known this day that thou art God in
Israel, and that 1 am thy servant, and that I have done all these things at thy word.

37 Hear me, O LORD, hear me, that this people may know that thou art the LORD God, and that thou
hast turned their heart back again.

38 Then the fire of the LORD fell, and consumed the burnt sacrifice, and the wood, and the stones, and
the dust, and licked up the water that was in the trench.

39 And when all the people saw it, they fell on their faces: and they said, The LORD, he is the God; the
LORD, he is the God.
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40 And Elijah said unto them, Take the prophets of Baal; let not one of them escape. And they took them:
and Elijah brought them down to the brook Kishon, and slew them there.

41 And Elijjah said unto Ahab, Get thee up, eat and drink; for there is a sound of abundance of rain.

42 So Ahab went up to eat and to drink. And Elijah went up to the top of Carmel; and he cast himself
down upon the earth, and put his face between his knees,

43 And said to his servant, Go up now, look toward the sea. And he went up, and looked, and said, There
is nothing. And he said, Go again seven times.

44 And it came to pass at the seventh time, that he said, Behold, there ariseth a little cloud out of the sea,
like a man's hand. And he said, Go up, say unto Ahab, Prepare thy chariot, and get thee down, that the
rain stop thee not.

45 And it came to pass in the mean while, that the heaven was black with clouds and wind, and there was
a great rain. And Ahab rode, and went to Jezreel.

46 And the hand of the LORD was on Elijah; and he girded up his loins, and ran before Ahab to the en-
trance of Jezreel.

Even after a three year drought, the Lord showed his power to all of the people, you would think
that the people would consider their ways and turn to the Lord, but the opposite happened with Jezebel at-
tempting to kill the righteous prophet and also trying to kill God in the process. America is in the process
of doing the same with the casting into prisons men and women who seek to do the will of the Father.
Look at those who are members of Operation Rescue. When they protest in the streets they are cast into
prison, but when the wicked close down Broad Street for a protest the Police are there to protect their
rights to protest.

1 Kings 19:1-2

And Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done, and withal how he had slain all the prophets with the
sword.

2 Then Jezebel sent a messenger unto Elijah, saying, So let the gods do fo me, and more also, if I make
not thy life as the life of one of them by to morrow about this time.

Elijah was one of the two prophets who did not die. Enoch and Elijah are the two prophets who
never saw death. Thus, Jezebel’s message was never accomplished. Jezebel could not kill the prophet!
All of her efforts were futile.

II Kings 2:1-11

And it came to pass, when the LORD would take up Elijah into heaven by a whirlwind, that Elijah went
with Elisha from Gilgal.

2 And Elijjah said unto Elisha, Tarry here, I pray thee; for the LORD hath sent me to Beth—el. And Elisha
said unto him, As the LORD liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee. So they went down to
Beth—el.

3 And the sons of the prophets that were at Beth—el came forth to Elisha, and said unto him, Knowest thou
that the LORD will take away thy master from thy head to day? And he said, Yea, I know iz; hold ye
your peace.

4 And Elijjah said unto him, Elisha, tarry here, I pray thee; for the LORD hath sent me to Jericho. And he
said, As the LORD liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee. So they came to Jericho.

5 And the sons of the prophets that were at Jericho came to Elisha, and said unto him, Knowest thou that
the LORD will take away thy master from thy head to day? And he answered, Yea, I know if; hold ye
your peace.

6 And Elijah said unto him, Tarry, I pray thee, here; for the LORD hath sent me to Jordan. And he said,
As the LORD liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee. And they two went on.

7 And fifty men of the sons of the prophets went, and stood to view afar off: and they two stood by
Jordan.
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8 And Elijah took his mantle, and wrapped it together, and smote the waters, and they were divided hither
and thither, so that they two went over on dry ground.

9 YAnd it came to pass, when they were gone over, that Elijah said unto Elisha, Ask what I shall do for
thee, before I be taken away from thee. And Elisha said, I pray thee, let a double portion of thy spirit
be upon me.

10 And he said, Thou hast asked a hard thing: nevertheless, if thou see me when [ am taken from thee, it
shall be so unto thee; but if not, it shall not be so.

11 And it came to pass, as they still went on, and talked, that, behold, there appeared a chariot of fire, and
horses of fire, and parted them both asunder; and Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven.

Elisha desired to have a double portion of the Lord’s spirit. We read in the Bible where Elijah
was running and hiding from his enemies. Elisha never ran and hid from anyone. Elisha was truly seek-
ing the true gifts of God. He was not seeking for the desires of the flesh, but for the true spiritual gifts
that only can come from God. As Christians we also should be seeking for the same spiritual gifts and
continue to seek a greater portion of the Holy Ghost on a daily basis. The more of the Lord’s spirit we
have the greater our strength will be. Paul told the Ephesians to be strong in the Lord, and in the pow-
er of his might. (Ephesians 6:10) We need to continue to grow in the Lord to be able to withstand all of
the temptations that are hurled at us.

7.3 The Third Trumpet — '5 of Fresh Water Becomes Wormwood Killing Many

Revelation 8:10-11

And the third angel sounded, and there fell a great star from heaven, burning as it were a lamp, and it fell
upon the third part of the rivers, and upon the fountains of waters;

11 And the name of the star is called Wormwood: and the third part of the waters became wormwood; and
many men died of the waters, because they were made bitter.

The sounding of the first trumpet brought about the destruction of the grain, the major food
source of the earth. The sounding of the second trumpet turns the oceans into blood destroying Y5 of the
sea life and also sinking % of all the world's ships. Now with the sounding of the third trumpet '5 of the
world's drinking water is destroyed, causing many to become sick and die! Many will think they are im-
mune to this plague, but when the waters of Egypt were cursed even the water in urns became affected.
Thus when God curses 7 of all of the drinking water, even the water that is processed through the water
filtration systems will be made bitter. There is nothing that man can do that will deter God’s judgments.

In Deuteronomy, Moses admonished the children of Israel of the curses to those who disregard
the precepts of the Lord. The world has a total disregard for anything from the Lord. They have totally
rejected the Lord and his righteousness, conversely, the world will pay the consequences.

Deuteronomy 29:18-25

Lest there should be among you man, or woman, or family, or tribe, whose heart turneth away this day
from the LORD our God, to go and serve the gods of these nations; lest there should be among you a root
that beareth gall and wormwood;

19 And it come to pass, when he heareth the words of this curse, that he bless himself in his heart, saying,
I shall have peace, though I walk in the imagination of mine heart, to add drunkenness to thirst:

20 The LORD will not spare him, but then the anger of the LORD and his jealousy shall smoke against
that man, and all the curses that are written in this book shall lie upon him, and the LORD shall blot out
his name from under heaven.

21 And the LORD shall separate him unto evil out of all the tribes of Israel, according to all the curses of
the covenant that are written in this book of the law:

22 So that the generation to come of your children that shall rise up after you, and the stranger that shall
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come from a far land, shall say, when they see the plagues of that land, and the sicknesses which the
LORD hath laid upon it; -
23 And that the whole land thereof is brimstone, and salt, and burning, that |
it is not sown, nor beareth, nor any grass groweth therein, like the
overthrow of Sodom, and Gomorrah, Admah, and Zeboim, which the g’
LORD overthrew in his anger, and in his wrath: i
24 Even all nations shall say, Wherefore hath the LORD done thus unto this
land? what meaneth the heat of this great anger?

25 Then men shall say, Because they have forsaken the covenant of the
LORD God of their fathers, which he made with them when he brought
them forth out of the land of Egypt:

Examining these verses reveals the heart of God to those who
adamantly refuse to adhere to his righteousness and his divine gift of salva-
tion. These curses are the same as the curses described in The Revelation of
Jesus Christ. When the world is totally filled with sin, Jesus will become
the world’s judge. He gave them the chance by being their saviour, but when they refuse his salvation, he
becomes their judge. Then the curses mentioned in the Bible will be fulfilled. Men had the chance to
heed the admonition of the Lord, but they refused.

American Gothic Spoof

Jeremiah prophesied about the end times and of the anger of the Lord upon the earth. The world
is filled with false prophets prophesying peace and prosperity just before their fall. I realize that many
political leaders have preached peace and prosperity in the past, but with the current technical ability like
GPS, Internet, electronic banking, embedded computer chips, and etcetera we are much closer to the ful-
fillment of prophecy. Currently, March 2010, there is a bill in the Senate that proposes a national ID card
that contains a biochip.* You will not be able to do anything without receiving this ID card. You will not
be able to get a job, access your bank account, and etcetera. Probably, those who refuse to get this ID
card will lose their job! This national ID card is the precursor of the mark of the beast. Our government
along with all of the other governments are marching full steam ahead toward a one world government
run by the Antichrist, the false prophet, and Satan.

Jeremiah 23:7-20

Therefore, behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that they shall no more say, The LORD liveth, which
brought up the children of Israel out of the land of Egypt;

8 But, The LORD liveth, which brought up and which led the seed of the house of Israel out of the north
country, and from all countries whither [ had driven them; and they shall dwell in their own land.

9 Mine heart within me is broken because of the prophets; all my bones shake; I am like a drunken man,
and like a man whom wine hath overcome, because of the LORD, and because of the words of his
holiness.

10 For the land is full of adulterers; for because of swearing the land mourneth; the pleasant places of the
wilderness are dried up, and their course is evil, and their force is not right.

11 For both prophet and priest are profane; yea, in my house have I found their wickedness, saith the
LORD.

12 Wherefore their way shall be unto them as slippery ways in the darkness: they shall be driven on, and
fall therein: for I will bring evil upon them, even the year of their visitation, saith the LORD.

13 And I have seen folly in the prophets of Samaria; they prophesied in Baal, and caused my people Israel
to err.

14 I have seen also in the prophets of Jerusalem an horrible thing: they commit adultery, and walk in lies:

40 “National ID Card Being Considered By Senators,” Mar. 10, 2010, Mar. 21, 2010

<http://biggovernment.com/capitolconfidential/2010/03/10/national-id-card-being-considered-by-senators/>.
“American Gothic Spoof” <http://www.examiner.com/article/tsa-delays-enforcing-real-id-act-until-2011>.

99


http://www.examiner.com/article/tsa-delays-enforcing-real-id-act-until-2011
http://biggovernment.com/capitolconfidential/2010/03/10/national-id-card-being-considered-by-senators/

Prophecy: “The Bible’s Message for Today”

they strengthen also the hands of evildoers, that none doth return from his wickedness: they are all of
them unto me as Sodom, and the inhabitants thereof as Gomorrah.

15 Therefore thus saith the LORD of hosts concerning the prophets; Behold, I will feed them with
wormwood, and make them drink the water of gall: for from the prophets of Jerusalem is profaneness
gone forth into all the land.

16 Thus saith the LORD of hosts, Hearken not unto the words of the prophets that prophesy unto you:
they make you vain: they speak a vision of their own heart, and not out of the mouth of the LORD.

17 They say still unto them that despise me, The LORD hath said, Ye shall have peace; and they say unto
every one that walketh after the imagination of his own heart, No evil shall come upon you.

18 For who hath stood in the counsel of the LORD, and hath perceived and heard his word? who hath
marked his word, and heard ir?

19 Behold, a whirlwind of the LORD is gone forth in fury, even a grievous whirlwind: it shall fall
grievously upon the head of the wicked.

20 The anger of the LORD shall not return, until he have executed, and till he have performed the
thoughts of his heart: in the latter days ye shall consider it perfectly.

Jeremiah begins with describing the repopulation of Israel by the dispersed Jews throughout Eu-
rope and Asia. After World War II Israel became a nation in 1948. Jews from Germany, Poland, Ukraine,
Russia, and etcetera came and created modern Israel. This is a fulfillment of divine prophecy and the be -
ginning of the time before the rise of the Antichrist. Since 1948 we have seen the cold war, the fall of the
Soviet Union, computers in almost every home, the Internet, electronic banking, cell phones, GPS sys-
tems in cars and cell phones, and etcetera. We have all of the technology required to fulfill all of the
prophecies described in Revelation.

I remember as a child watching Star Trek on television in the
1960’s seeing the wonderful communicator. We now have that commu-
nicator though we cannot say, “Beam me up Scotty.” In 1969 when I __ .
first started learning computer programming, a disk drive was called a |
washing machine for it was the size of a washing machine. Now we
have computer chips that hold billions of bytes of data. I have on my j
keyring a 1 gig chip which I have stored an encrypted password file and |
some other pertinent data. In 1969 a computer disk only held 7.25 g
megabytes of data.* Can you even imagine buying a computer with
only 7.25MB hard drive?

Look at the world around us. Aren’t the leaders of the world
talking peace and prosperity? Also aren’t the nations of the world mur-
dering the innocent babies and calling it good? Aren’t the leaders of our |
nation encouraging homosexuality and lasciviousness? The days which
we live in compare to the days of Sodom and Gomorrah. We are living
in the days when the cup of the Lord’s wrath against the world is becoming full!

The sounding of the third trumpet gives the world wormwood to drink rather than clean water.
The time of the calling home of the church is soon at hand, and the Christian should be ready to here the
sound of the trumpet.

Amos 5:6-27

Seek the LORD, and ye shall live; lest he break out like fire in the house of Joseph, and devour iz, and
there be none to quench it in Bethel.

7 Ye who turn judgment to wormwood, and leave off righteousness in the earth,

41 “Early IBM disk storage,” Wikipedia, Apr. 3, 2010,
<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/IBM 2314#IBM 2314.2F2319>.
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8 Seek him that maketh the seven stars and Orion, and turneth the shadow of death into the morning, and
maketh the day dark with night: that calleth for the waters of the sea, and poureth them out upon the face
of the earth: The LORD is his name:

9 That strengtheneth the spoiled against the strong, so that the spoiled shall come against the fortress.

10 They hate him that rebuketh in the gate, and they abhor him that speaketh uprightly.

11 Forasmuch therefore as your treading is upon the poor, and ye take from him burdens of wheat: ye
have built houses of hewn stone, but ye shall not dwell in them; ye have planted pleasant vineyards, but
ye shall not drink wine of them.

12 For I know your manifold transgressions, and your mighty sins: they afflict the just, they take a bribe,
and they turn aside the poor in the gate from their right.

13 Therefore the prudent shall keep silence in that time; for it is an evil time.

14 Seek good, and not evil, that ye may live: and so the LORD, the God of hosts, shall be with you, as ye
have spoken.

15 Hate the evil, and love the good, and establish judgment in the gate: it may be that the LORD God of
hosts will be gracious unto the remnant of Joseph.

16 Therefore the LORD, the God of hosts, the Lord, saith thus; Wailing shall be in all streets; and they
shall say in all the highways, Alas! alas! and they shall call the husbandman to mourning, and such as are
skilful of lamentation to wailing.

17 And in all vineyards shall be wailing: for I will pass through thee, saith the LORD.

18 Woe unto you that desire the day of the LORD! to what end is it for you? the day of the LORD is
darkness, and not light.

19 As if a man did flee from a lion, and a bear met him; or went into the house, and leaned his hand on the
wall, and a serpent bit him.

20 Shall not the day of the LORD be darkness, and not light? even very dark, and no brightness in it?

21 I hate, I despise your feast days, and I will not smell in your solemn assemblies.

22 Though ye offer me burnt offerings and your meat offerings, I will not accept them: neither will 1
regard the peace offerings of your fat beasts.

23 Take thou away from me the noise of thy songs; for I will not hear the melody of thy viols.

24 But let judgment run down as waters, and righteousness as a mighty stream.

25 Have ye offered unto me sacrifices and offerings in the wilderness forty years, O house of Israel?

26 But ye have borne the tabernacle of your Moloch and Chiun your images, the star of your god, which
ye made to yourselves.

27 Therefore will I cause you to go into captivity beyond Damascus, saith the LORD, whose name is The

God of hosts.

Many will look at the prophecy of Amos and claim that it only concerns the capture of Judah by
Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon. I see the prophecy as a two-fold prophecy concerning both the Babylonian
captivity and the judgment of the last days. Consider the following as Amos continues.

Amos 6

Woe to them that are at ease in Zion, and trust in the mountain of Samaria, which are named chief of the
nations, to whom the house of Israel came!

2 Pass ye unto Calneh, and see; and from thence go ye to Hamath the great: then go down to Gath of the
Philistines: be they better than these kingdoms? or their border greater than your border?

3 Ye that put far away the evil day, and cause the seat of violence to come near;

4 That lie upon beds of ivory, and stretch themselves upon their couches, and eat the lambs out of the
flock, and the calves out of the midst of the stall;

5 That chant to the sound of the viol, and invent to themselves instruments of music, like David;

6 That drink wine in bowls, and anoint themselves with the chief ointments: but they are not grieved for
the affliction of Joseph.

101



Prophecy: “The Bible’s Message for Today”

7 Therefore now shall they go captive with the first that go captive, and the banquet of them that stretched
themselves shall be removed.

8 The Lord GOD hath sworn by himself, saith the LORD the God of hosts, I abhor the excellency of
Jacob, and hate his palaces: therefore will I deliver up the city with all that is therein.

9 And it shall come to pass, if there remain ten men in one house, that they shall die.

10 And a man's uncle shall take him up, and he that burneth him, to bring out the bones out of the house,
and shall say unto him that is by the sides of the house, Is there yet any with thee? and he shall say, No.
Then shall he say, Hold thy tongue: for we may not make mention of the name of the LORD.

11 For, behold, the LORD commandeth, and he will smite the great house with breaches, and the little
house with clefts.

12 Shall horses run upon the rock? will one plow there with oxen? for ye have turned judgment into gall,
and the fruit of righteousness into hemlock:

13 Ye which rejoice in a thing of nought, which say, Have we not taken to us horns by our own strength?
14 But, behold, I will raise up against you a nation, O house of Israel, saith the LORD the God of hosts;
and they shall afflict you from the entering in of Hemath unto the river of the wilderness.

Amos wrote about those who turn judgment into wormwood, the Lord is going those who pervert
judgment wormwood to drink. Look at the decisions that the courts are making, giving all the “rights” to
the wicked, while taking away the “rights” of the righteous. A case this past week let a dog live that bit a
man, and the judge refused to make the dog be examined for rabies. Is it any wonder that the Lord is go-
ing to make those who turn judgment into wormwood drink wormwood?

7.4 The Fourth Trumpet — Pollution from War or Volcanoes dims the sun, moon
and stars by '3

Revelation 8:12

And the fourth angel sounded, and the third part of the sun was smitten, and the third part of the moon,
and the third part of the stars; so as the third part of them was darkened, and the day shone not for a third
part of it, and the night likewise.

The sounding of the fourth trumpet decreases the amount of light that falls upon the earth. The
decrease in the amount of light will effect the growth of crops and all living things. Also the entire earth
which is warmed by the sun's light will become much colder. The warmth of summer, which most crops
require to grow, won't be there. Only a few crops can grow in a cold climate.

In retrospect, with the sounding of the first trumpet destroying the grain, the sounding of the sec-
ond trumpet destroying the sea, and the sounding of the third trumpet destroying the drinking water, this
fourth sounding of the trumpet takes care of the growth of the grain for the duration of the tribulation pe-
riod. The third seal, a rider upon a pale horse, represented famine. The first four trumpets describe how
the Lord is going to bring about this famine upon the whole earth.

On March 21, 2010 a volcano near the Eyjafjallajoekull glacier erupted after being dormant for
200 years. On April 14, 2010 the volcano re-erupted sending a cloud of ash across Europe shutting down
European air traffic for a week. The second eruption has been going on for the past week and some scien -
tists have predicted that the eruption could last for a year like it did 200 years ago.

The above photo and info in the previous paragraph came from the Huffington Post article titled,

Risk of Katla: Could 2™ Icelandic Volcano Eruption Follow?”* The ash that is presently covering Eu-
rope is not only knocking out air travel but is diminishing the power of the sun. Being that it is spring

13

42 DK Matai, “Risk of Katla: Could 2™ Icelandic Volcano Eruption Follow?,” Huffington Post, Apr. 17, 2010, Apr.
18, 2010, <http://www.huffingtonpost.com/dk-matai/risk-of-katla-could-a-2nd b 541755 .html>.
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Zoom on lightning caused by electrical discharge within volcanic ash column, Eyjafjallajékull, Iceland

time, the eruption could impact this years harvest. This is just an example of how the Lord could bring
about the ' reduction of the sun’s power.

The prophets in the Old Testament wrote a great deal about this darkness in the last days.

Isaiah 13:9-11

Behold, the day of the LORD cometh, cruel both with wrath and fierce anger, to lay the land desolate:
and he shall destroy the sinners thereof out of it.

10 For the stars of heaven and the constellations thereof shall not give their light: the sun shall be
darkened in his going forth, and the moon shall not cause her light to shine.

11 And I will punish the world for their evil, and the wicked for their iniquity; and I will cause the
arrogancy of the proud to cease, and will lay low the haughtiness of the terrible.

7.5 Joel and the Holy Ghost

Many sermons have been preached about the latter portion of Joel Chapter 2. What about the first
portion of Joel 2? Amos wrote that the day of the Lord is not a good day for the world, but a day of judg-
ment. Joel 2 is about the day of the Lord. With the first portion pertaining to the judgment of the sinners
of the world, while the last few verses pertain to the outpouring of the Holy Ghost in the last days.

Many sermons are preached about the outpouring of the Holy Ghost while disregarding the judg-
ment of the world. But while God is blessing his saints, he at the same time is judging the sinners. By
the time the fourth trumpet sounds, the saints are being filled with blessings from the Lord.

While the saints are still here, they are to sound the alarm to the world of the impending judg-
ment...
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Joel 2:1-2

Blow ye the trumpet in Zion, and sound an alarm in my holy mountain: let all the inhabitants of the land
tremble: for the day of the LORD cometh, for i is nigh at hand;

2 A day of darkness and of gloominess, a day of clouds and of thick darkness, as the morning spread upon
the mountains: a great people and a strong; there hath not been ever the like, neither shall be any more
after it, even to the years of many generations.

The saints of the Lord are described by Joel as being God’s army on the day of judgment. The
saints have already enjoyed the feast of the Lamb in heaven and are now returned with the Lord to work
the Lord's judgment upon the sinners of the world.

Joel 2:3-11

A fire devoureth before them; and behind them a flame burneth: the land is as the garden of Eden before
them, and behind them a desolate wilderness; yea, and nothing shall escape them.

4 The appearance of them is as the appearance of horses; and as horsemen, so shall they run.

5 Like the noise of chariots on the tops of mountains shall they leap, like the noise of a flame of fire that
devoureth the stubble, as a strong people set in battle array.

6 Before their face the people shall be much pained: all faces shall gather blackness.

7 They shall run like mighty men; they shall climb the wall like men of war; and they shall march every
one on his ways, and they shall not break their ranks:

8 Neither shall one thrust another; they shall walk every one in his path: and when they fall upon the
sword, they shall not be wounded.

9 They shall run to and fro in the city; they shall run upon the wall, they shall climb up upon the houses;
they shall enter in at the windows like a thief.

10 The earth shall quake before them; the heavens shall tremble: the sun and the moon shall be dark, and
the stars shall withdraw their shining:

11 And the LORD shall utter his voice before his army: for his camp is very great: for /e is strong that
executeth his word: for the day of the LORD is great and very terrible; and who can abide it?

The day of this great judgment of the Lord, the children of Israel are going to repent of their sins.
While the rest of the world will fight against the Lord with all their might, Israel will be repenting.

Joel 2:12-17

Therefore also now, saith the LORD, turn ye even to me with all your heart, and with fasting, and with
weeping, and with mourning:

13 And rend your heart, and not your garments, and turn unto the LORD your God: for he is gracious and
merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness, and repenteth him of the evil.

14 Who knoweth if he will return and repent, and leave a blessing behind him; even a meat offering and a
drink offering unto the LORD your God?

15 Blow the trumpet in Zion, sanctify a fast, call a solemn assembly:

16 Gather the people, sanctify the congregation, assemble the elders, gather the children, and those that
suck the breasts: let the bridegroom go forth of his chamber, and the bride out of her closet.

17 Let the priests, the ministers of the LORD, weep between the porch and the altar, and let them say,
Spare thy people, O LORD, and give not thine heritage to reproach, that the heathen should rule over
them: wherefore should they say among the people, Where is their God?

When Israel repents with all their heart, the Lord will replenish all of their resources which were
destroyed by the world’s army and His army. What the armies have made barren, the Lord will make
fruitful.

Joel 2:18-27
Then will the LORD be jealous for his land, and pity his people.
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19 Yea, the LORD will answer and say unto his people, Behold, I will send you corn, and wine, and oil,
and ye shall be satisfied therewith: and I will no more make you a reproach among the heathen:

20 But I will remove far off from you the northern army, and will drive him into a land barren and deso-
late, with his face toward the east sea, and his hinder part toward the utmost sea, and his stink shall come
up, and his ill savour shall come up, because he hath done great things.

21 Fear not, O land; be glad and rejoice: for the LORD will do great things.

22 Be not afraid, ye beasts of the field: for the pastures of the wilderness do spring, for the tree beareth
her fruit, the fig tree and the vine do yield their strength.

23 Be glad then, ye children of Zion, and rejoice in the LORD your God: for he hath given you the
former rain moderately, and he will cause to come down for you the rain, the former rain, and the latter
rain in the first month.

24 And the floors shall be full of wheat, and the vats shall overflow with wine and oil.

25 And I will restore to you the years that the locust hath eaten, the cankerworm, and the caterpillar, and
the palmerworm, my great army which I sent among you.

26 And ye shall eat in plenty, and be satisfied, and praise the name of the LORD your God, that hath dealt
wondrously with you: and my people shall never be ashamed.

27 And ye shall know that I am in the midst of Israel, and that I am the LORD your God, and none else:
and my people shall never be ashamed.

This is the portion that many sermons are preached about for this contains the outpouring of the
Holy Ghost. But this is just for those who have repented with their whole hearts, and have totally sought
the face of the Lord. The Holy Ghost is only given to those who have given their whole heart to the Lord,
holding back nothing.

Joel 2:28-32

And it shall come to pass afterward, that 1 will pour out my spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and your
daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young men shall see visions:

29 And also upon the servants and upon the handmaids in those days will I pour out my spirit.

30 And I will show wonders in the heavens and in the earth, blood, and fire, and pillars of smoke.

31 The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before the great and the terrible day of
the LORD come.

32 And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of the LORD shall be delivered: for in
mount Zion and in Jerusalem shall be deliverance, as the LORD hath said, and in the remnant whom the
LORD shall call.

When Joel prophesied about the end times, he saw the outpouring of the holy Ghost and the battle
of the world and the Antichrist against God; he also saw the final battle at the close of the millennial
reign. From his perspective they were all in the future during the period called the last days. One portion
of Joel's prophecy has been fulfilled on the day of Pentecost. The promise of the continuous refilling of
the Holy Ghost to all believers is contained in Acts.

When the Apostle Peter preached his first sermon on the day of Pentecost when the saints were all
filled with the Holy Ghost and began to speak in other tongues, he used Joel as his text. Peter was not
afraid of the temple guards, the Pharisees, or the Sadducees like he was when Jesus was crucified. When
you are filled with the Holy Ghost all fear of what the world and Satan could do to you disappears. Jesus
gives you strength that you cannot obtain without his divine spirit. Look at the strength of Peter’s first
sermon. He is not hiding in an upper room any more!

Acts 2:16-41

But this is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel;

17 And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh: and
your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men
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shall dream dreams:

18 And on my servants and on my handmaidens I will pour out in those days of my Spirit; and they shall
prophesy:

19 And I will show wonders in heaven above, and signs in the earth beneath; blood, and fire, and vapour
of smoke:

20 The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before that great and notable day of
the Lord come:

21 And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be saved.

22 Ye men of Israel, hear these words; Jesus of Nazareth, a man approved of God among you by miracles
and wonders and signs, which God did by him in the midst of you, as ye yourselves also know:

23 Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and by
wicked hands have crucified and slain:

24 Whom God hath raised up, having loosed the pains of death: because it was not possible that he should
be holden of it.

25 For David speaketh concerning him, I foresaw the Lord always before my face, for he is on my right
hand, that I should not be moved:

26 Therefore did my heart rejoice, and my tongue was glad; moreover also my flesh shall rest in hope:

27 Because thou wilt not leave my soul in hell, neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption.
28 Thou hast made known to me the ways of life; thou shalt make me full of joy with thy countenance.

29 Men and brethren, let me freely speak unto you of the patriarch David, that he is both dead and buried,
and his sepulchre is with us unto this day.

30 Therefore being a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him, that of the fruit of his
loins, according to the flesh, he would raise up Christ to sit on his throne;

31 He seeing this before spake of the resurrection of Christ, that his soul was not left in hell, neither his
flesh did see corruption.

32 This Jesus hath God raised up, whereof we all are witnesses.

33 Therefore being by the right hand of God exalted, and having received of the Father the promise of the
Holy Ghost, he hath shed forth this, which ye now see and hear.

34 For David is not ascended into the heavens: but he saith himself, The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit thou
on my right hand,

35 Until I make thy foes thy footstool.

36 Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath made that same Jesus, whom ye
have crucified, both Lord and Christ.

37 Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the
apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do?

38 Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for
the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.

39 For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord
our God shall call.

40 And with many other words did he testify and exhort, saying, Save yourselves from this untoward
generation.

41 Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there were added unto them
about three thousand souls.

When you receive the Holy Ghost you will receive the same power that Peter had. In these last
days we need to be prepared and ready for the Lord’s call to meet him in the air. We need to know that
the volcanic eruption on Iceland which covered Europe with a cloud of ash and shut down European air
travel is just a precursor of a cloud that will cover the whole earth. The last days are upon us and we need
to be ready for the trumpet call of the Lord. Now Joel’s prophecy contains a description of Armageddon.
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Joel 3:9-16

Proclaim ye this among the Gentiles; Prepare war, wake up the mighty men, let all the men of war draw
near; let them come up:

10 Beat your plowshares into swords, and your pruninghooks into spears: let the weak say, | am strong.
11 Assemble yourselves, and come, all ye heathen, and gather yourselves together round about: thither
cause thy mighty ones to come down, O LORD.

12 Let the heathen be wakened, and come up to the valley of Jehoshaphat: for there will I sit to judge all
the heathen round about.

13 Put ye in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe: come, get you down; for the press is full, the vats overflow;
for their wickedness is great.

14 Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision: for the day of the LORD is near in the valley of
decision.

15 The sun and the moon shall be darkened, and the stars shall withdraw their shining.

16 The LORD also shall roar out of Zion, and utter his voice from Jerusalem; and the heavens and the
earth shall shake: but the LORD will be the hope of his people, and the strength of the children of Israel.

The world is treasuring up for themselves the wrath of God! It is currently policy to execute par-
tially born babies using the term partial birth abortions. We honor murderers, extortioners, deceivers, and
etcetera. Just look at the members of Congress. They pass legislation that you must follow, but they ex-
empt themselves from the same. Armageddon is coming for the world has filled up the cup of the Lord’s
wrath.

7.6 The Three Woes

After the Lord creates a new ice age by diminishing the power of the sun, an angel proclaims
three woes upon the inhabitants of the earth. These last three judgments are so grievous that Jesus told
his disciples in Matthew 24:22 that if the time of this judgment isn't shortened, no flesh would be saved.

Revelation 8:13

And I beheld, and heard an angel flying through the midst of heaven, saying with a loud voice, Woe, woe,
woe, to the inhabiters of the earth by reason of the other voices of the trumpet of the three angels, which
are yet to sound!

The last three judgments which are poured out on the earth are so grievous that an angel flies
through heaven proclaiming how wretched it is going to be for the inhabitants of the earth. This is the
only place in the Bible that the word “woe” is repeated three times. The wretched condition of man has
degenerated to such a state that they have heaped the wrath of God upon their own heads.

Isaiah 3 describes the condition of the world today. We are living in a world that pro claims its sin
as something that is good. We are living in the days where Sodomy and wickedness is openly pro-
claimed. The world is heaping to themselves the reward of their hands.

Isaiah 3:9-11

The show of their countenance doth witness against them; and they declare their sin as Sodom, they hide
it not. Woe unto their soul! for they have rewarded evil unto themselves.

10 Say ye to the righteous, that it shall be well with him: for they shall eat the fruit of their doings.

11 Woe unto the wicked! it shall be i1l with him: for the reward of his hands shall be given him.

The wicked of the world are rewarding evil to themselves, whereas the righteous are rewarding
good to themselves. As Paul stated in Romans they are heaping to themselves wrath against the day of
wrath.
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Romans 2:5
But after thy hardness and impenitent heart treasurest up unto thyself wrath against the day of wrath and
revelation of the righteous judgment of God,;

These final three trumpet calls are the result of releasing certain demons from hell. These
demons have been waiting in hell from the beginning of time to be free. When they are given their tem-
porary release they will work speedily to do their damage. The release of these demons is more perilous
to the world than the previous physical judgments. These demons have power to destroy and to hurt men
where they would seek death, and not find it.

7.7 The Fifth Trumpet — Releasing the Demons from Hell

Revelation 9:1-12

And the fifth angel sounded, and I saw a star fall from heaven unto the earth: and to him was given the
key of the bottomless pit.

2 And he opened the bottomless pit; and there arose a smoke out of the pit, as the smoke of a great
furnace; and the sun and the air were darkened by reason of the smoke of the pit.

3 And there came out of the smoke locusts upon the earth: and unto them was given power, as the
scorpions of the earth have power.

4 And it was commanded them that they should not hurt the grass of the earth, neither any green thing,
neither any tree; but only those men which have not the seal of God in their foreheads.

5 And to them it was given that they should not kill them, but that they should be tormented five months:
and their torment was as the torment of a scorpion, when he striketh a man.

6 And in those days shall men seek death, and shall not find it; and shall desire to die, and death shall flee
from them.

7 And the shapes of the locusts were like unto horses prepared unto battle; and on their heads were as it
were crowns like gold, and their faces were as the faces of men.

8 And they had hair as the hair of women, and their teeth were as the teeth of lions.

9 And they had breastplates, as it were breastplates of iron; and the sound of their wings was as the sound
of chariots of many horses running to battle.

10 And they had tails like unto scorpions, and there were stings in their tails: and their power was to hurt
men five months.

11 And they had a king over them, which is the angel of the bottomless pit, whose name in the Hebrew
tongue is Abaddon, but in the Greek tongue hath Ais name Apollyon.

12 One woe is past; and, behold, there come two woes more hereafter.

The demons that are released from the bottomless pit are going to torment only those who have
not the seal of God in their foreheads. This seal was placed earlier when the tribulation saints were sealed
with the mark of God. (Revelation 7) This judgment only affects the ones who have not the seal of God
in their foreheads. When the Lord allows the release of these demons they will move fast and quick to ac-
complish their job. They have been waiting for all eternity to be released from the bottomless pit where
they were cast when Lucifer attempted to take over the throne of God. (Isaiah 14)

Isaiah 14:10-13

All they shall speak and say unto thee, Art thou also become weak as we? art thou become like unto us?
11 Thy pomp is brought down to the grave, and the noise of thy viols: the worm is spread under thee, and
the worms cover thee.

12 How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! /4ow art thou cut down to the ground,
which didst weaken the nations!

13 For thou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of
God: I will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north:
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It appears to me that these demons were Satan’s lieutenants and commanders when he revolted
against God. Thus these demons are far more wicked than any demon around today. These demons are
more wicked than those who possess and dominate people causing them to become so depressed that they
commit suicide. These demons will have far greater power over the souls of the wicked that they will at-
tempt to kill themselves but will find that they cannot.

When I was in the Army one of my soldiers came to me one morning and told me that he has giv-
en up on living. He was extremely calm and explained that he cannot go on anymore. Well, this soldier
and I went to visit the 1* Sergent and he gave the soldier three options.

% He could be sent to the hospital where he would be put into a room with rubber walls and
they would give him a lot of drugs and keep him doped up. The 1% Sergeant went on to
say that everyone who came out of ward 8 was worse off than when they entered the
mental ward.

% The second option was to visit the brigade Chaplain. The Chaplain would give him a lot
of good theology, but the 1* Sergeant did not think that the soldier needed theology.

2 The third option was to send the soldier home with me. The 1* Sergeant stated that he
did not know what LeRoy does, but he never saw a platoon sergeant take care of his
troops like I did. Whatever I did the 1* Sergeant told the soldier that it worked.

The soldier choose to go home with me, so that afternoon after we picked up my wife from the
NCO Academy, we went home and sat around the kitchen table and prayed. The Lord told me to cast the
devil out of the soldier. Now this was the first time I ever heard God impress upon me to cast out the dev-
il out of someone. Needless to say, | was uncertain about how to go about this feat. Then I remembered
that in the book of Acts the apostles cast out demons in Jesus’ Name. So I commanded the devil to come
out of the Soldier in Jesus’ Name. All of a sudden I saw a black cloud come out of the soldier’s head.
The room became extremely cold. I then opened the front door and told the demon to depart Fayetteville
and not return. The demon went by me and left the house. Afterward the soldier was not depressed and
did not want to commit suicide.

These demons who were cast down to the bottomless pit are far more wicked and evil than any
demon that is around today. When these are released they will torment men making them wish for death,
but they will not be able to die.

Also these demons will torment the people, and the people will not be able to see who is doing
the tormenting. If you can see your enemy, you know how to fight him, but when the enemy is unknown
and not seen the people who have not the mark of God will blame God for their calamity. If they could
see who was tormenting them they would be able to fight their tormentors. Only the spiritual people can
gather a glimpse of the spirit world, while the world as a whole has no idea about what is happening
around them.

The American soldier in Viet Nam most often did not know who his enemy was. A friend of mine
told me that while he was on perimeter guard duty a Viet Cong sapper was crawling through the concerti-
na wire. As a guard he had orders to shoot those who craw through the perimeter fence. The next morn -
ing they discovered that the sapper was the post barber with enough explosives to destroy the whole com-
pound. The same man who was shaving the necks of all the soldiers was really the enemy. If you can't
see the enemy, how can you possibly hope to win the war?

The soldier who I told you above who was contemplating suicide did not know that he was pos-
sessed by a demon. All he knew was he was suffering severe depression and he wanted to commit sui-
cide. The world thinks that they have freedom when they are living in sin. They do not know that they
are really slaves of Satan! When you live in sin and debauchery you are a slave to sin. How many do you
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know say that they cannot stop doing whatever sin they are doing? How many people do you know have
tried to quit smoking and failed miserably? How many do you know who cheat on their spouse and can-
not stop the cheating? How many do you know who have attempted to stop sinning and can't? When you
live in sin you are a slave to sin! What the world considers as freedom is in reality slavery! Could you
imagine a world that would execute a child that is living and breathing and call it a partial birth abortion?
We are living in such a world where murder is now considered good! The world cannot see Satan and his
demons thus they are deceived into thinking that they are free to sin while in reality they are in slavery.

The same premise is true about the demons released from the bottomless pit. They will be invisi -
ble to the world who they are afflicting. Thus the citizens of the world will not know or see their enemy.

These demons are angry at God for locking them into the bottomless pit, thus they will do
vengeance to the citizens of the world.

7.8 The Sixth Trumpet — Releasing the 4 Angels from the Euphrates River

Revelation 9:13-16

13 And the sixth angel sounded, and I heard a voice from the four horns of the golden altar which is
before God,

14 Saying to the sixth angel which had the trumpet, Loose the four angels which are bound in the great
river Euphrates.

15 And the four angels were loosed, which were prepared for an hour, and a day, and a month, and a year,
for to slay the third part of men.

16 And the number of the army of the horsemen were two hundred thousand thousand: and I heard the
number of them.

The sixth angel sounds his trumpet disannulling the curse where men wanted to die and couldn't.
With this trumpet call a third of the world's population is killed. This second woe is brought about by the
release of four angels which are bound in the Euphrates River. These angels are angels of war, bent on
destroying %5 of man from off the face of the earth.

Revelation 16:12
12 And the sixth angel poured out his vial upon the great river Euphrates; and the water thereof was dried
up, that the way of the kings of the east might be prepared.

The sixth trumpet and the sixth vial are the same instance. The trumpet describes the power be -
hind the kings of the east. The kings of the east are empowered and controlled by the four angels which
are released from the Euphrates River. When they march on the nation of Israel, one third of the world's
population will be destroyed. These angels are breathing the fires of hell upon the men they are to kill.

The kings of the east have an army of 200,000,000 men today. In 1980 China boasted to the
world that her infantry army was 200,000,000 strong. China is already prepared to be controlled by the
four angels which are bound in the Euphrates River. China has long ago determined to follow Satan and
his soldiers when she determined that God was her enemy. She has opened herself up for the takeover by
Satan's angels which are bound in the Euphrates River.

In 2009 we are seeing not only China, but North Korea and Iran build a nuclear arsenal designed
for Armageddon. Iran has been threatening for years to wipe Israel off of the face of the earth. Armaged-
don has been mentioned in the news several times the last couple of years. We are seeing the American
President Barack Obama embrace Islam while rejecting Israel and Christianity. America is the End Time
Babylon.
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The following weapons have power in both their mouth and their tails. Out or their mouths is the
outpouring of the flames of hell, while their tails are stinging men who they are destroying.

Revelation 9:17-19

And thus I saw the horses in the vision, and them that sat on them, having breastplates of fire, and of
jacinth, and brimstone: and the heads of the horses were as the heads of lions; and out of their mouths
issued fire and smoke and brimstone.

18 By these three was the third part of men killed, by the fire, and by the smoke, and by the brimstone,
which issued out of their mouths.

19 For their power is in their mouth, and in their tails: for their tails were like unto serpents, and had
heads, and with them they do hurt.

After all of this war, caused by the devil and his angels, the people of the world refuse to turn to
God and repent of their sins. The people of the world in turn blame God and curse the Lord all the more.

Revelation 9:20-21

20 And the rest of the men which were not killed by these plagues yet repented not of the works of their
hands, that they should not worship devils, and idols of gold, and silver, and brass, and stone, and of
wood: which neither can see, nor hear, nor walk:

21 Neither repented they of their murders, nor of their sorceries, nor of their fornication, nor of their
thefts.

After all of the great war and the destruction wrought by the demons of hell, people are still look-
ing to the Lord as their problem and not as their solution. Just look at how the world feels about the
Christian and Jesus Christ. Look at the politicians who proudly proclaim that the United States is not a
Christian nation which is so true. For the United States has become a wicked nation filled with lies and
deceptions. We have fallen from our roots and have followed after Satan and all of his demons from hell.
The United States worships the gods of gold, silver, and platinum. Those who are born-again are
ridiculed and despised by the politician, the news media, and the rest of the world.

The Bible warns the Christian that he will be hated and despised in the last days.

Matthew 10:21-22

And the brother shall deliver up the brother to death, and the father the child: and the children shall rise
up against their parents, and cause them to be put to death.

22 And ye shall be hated of all men for my name’s sake: but he that endureth to the end shall be saved.
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he seven thunders are the third woe. Revelation 10 covers the seven thunders but gives no details as

to what they really are. I know that they are really horrendous and that man’s innate wickedness will
bring these horrors upon themselves just like the Egyptians brought the plagues upon themselves in
Exodus when they refused to adhere to God’s dictates. God is never on our side, but we must choose to
be on God’s side. Those who refuse to be on God’s side, lose!

Revelation 10:1-3

And I saw another mighty angel come down from heaven, clothed with a cloud: and a rainbow was upon
his head, and his face was as it were the sun, and his feet as pillars of fire:

2 And he had in his hand a little book open: and he set his right foot upon the sea, and #is left foot on the
earth,

3 And cried with a loud voice, as when a lion roareth: and when he had cried, seven thunders uttered their
voices.

The angel that delivers the seven thunders has a rainbow upon his head and a face that shines like
the sun. This is a giant of an angel whose feet are as pillars of fire and has his right foot on the sea and
his left foot on the land. This angel speaks with a loud voice like a roar of a lion. When this angel speaks
there are seven thunders that roar from heaven! These seven thunders are the third woe upon the earth.

Revelation 10:4
And when the seven thunders had uttered their voices, I was about to write: and I heard a voice from
heaven saying unto me, Seal up those things which the seven thunders uttered, and write them not.

John was about to write what the seven thunders uttered but was told to not to write down what
they said just like Daniel was also commanded.

Daniel 12:1-4

And at that time shall Michael stand up, the great prince which standeth for the children of thy people:
and there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since there was a nation even to that same time:
and at that time thy people shall be delivered, every one that shall be found written in the book.

2 And many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to
shame and everlasting contempt.

3 And they that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament; and they that turn many to
righteousness as the stars for ever and ever.

4 But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book, evern to the time of the end: many shall run to
and fro, and knowledge shall be increased.
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Both Daniel and John were commanded not to disclose what the Lord was showing them. This
third woe is so horrendous that it is too much for us to know. This time of trouble that both Daniel and
John were both were told to keep silent about will probably come after or during Armageddon and before
the Lord returns with all of the saints who have rose to meet the lord in the air. Daniel describes the rap -
ture and the eternal life of those who love the Lord.

Revelation 10:5-7

And the angel which I saw stand upon the sea and upon the earth lifted up his hand to heaven,

6 And sware by him that liveth for ever and ever, who created heaven, and the things that therein are, and
the earth, and the things that therein are, and the sea, and the things which are therein, that there should be
time no longer:

7 But in the days of the voice of the seventh angel, when he shall begin to sound, the mystery of God
should be finished, as he hath declared to his servants the prophets.

The mystery of the seven thunders will only be revealed to everyone when the seventh angel
sounds his trumpet. All of the speculation and about what is going to happen will be shown to everyone
and the mystery will be finished. There have been special prophets who have had the mystery revealed to
them ahead of time, but for most of the saints like myself we have to wait until the mystery is revealed.
John was a special apostle that had the mystery revealed to him.

This angel also reveals to us about the coming of the era when time shall be no more, just like the
hymn we sing, “When the Role Is Called Up Yonder.” (The lyrics are on page 25.) There is a time com-
ing where there will be no time. While we currently see the past, and present, while hoping for a good fu-
ture, in heaven there will be no time. As the Bible describes Jesus as the A and Q, the beginning and the
end. With God there is no time for he is already in the future while at the same time in the past. There is
no concept of a time continuum for there is no time. Imagine being able to travel and see the beginning
of creation and the end at the same time. This is what you will see in heaven for you will be able to be
anywhere at once. Albert Einstein described warping space and time in his theory of relativity. Though
Einstein was not a Christian God gave him an intelligence that is far superior to most. Scientists are still
discovering that his theories are correct.

While we look through a glass darkly at the future, the Apostle Paul described precisely what
heaven will be like in I Corinthians.

I Corinthians 13:12
For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face: now I know in part; but then shall I know
even as also I am known.

When we get to heaven we will know the end from the beginning and visa versa. There will be
no secrets or anything hidden in heaven, for we will be living in a dimension where there is no time, thus
it is impossible to hide anything.

Revelation 10:8-11

And the voice which I heard from heaven spake unto me again, and said, Go and take the little book
which is open in the hand of the angel which standeth upon the sea and upon the earth.

9 And I went unto the angel, and said unto him, Give me the little book. And he said unto me, Take iz,
and eat it up; and it shall make thy belly bitter, but it shall be in thy mouth sweet as honey.

10 And I took the little book out of the angel’s hand, and ate it up; and it was in my mouth sweet as
honey: and as soon as I had eaten it, my belly was bitter.

11 And he said unto me, Thou must prophesy again before many peoples, and nations, and tongues, and
kings.
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The seven thunders mentioned here in the 10th chapter are not explained to us. John was com-
manded to eat the word that contained the seven thunders.

Ezekiel 2:8-10

But thou, son of man, hear what I say unto thee; Be not thou rebellious like that rebellious house: open
thy mouth, and eat that I give thee.

9 And when I looked, behold, an hand was sent unto me; and, lo, a roll of a book was therein,;

10 And he spread it before me; and it was written within and without: and there was written therein
lamentations, and mourning, and woe.

Ezekiel 3:1-3

Moreover he said unto me, Son of man, eat that thou findest; eat this roll, and go speak unto the house of
Israel.

2 So I opened my mouth, and he caused me to eat that roll.

3 And he said unto me, Son of man, cause thy belly to eat, and fill thy bowels with this roll that I give
thee. Then did I eat i#; and it was in my mouth as honey for sweetness.

The prophets of the Old Testament were commanded to eat the word which the Lord had them to
utter. The secret of these seven thunders is hidden until the time of their fulfillment.

The Word of God is like honey to them who are redeemed, but is bitter to them who reject his di-
vine message. The Word can taste sweet to all of the world, but when the Word is ingested, and chewed
in its fullness, it becomes bitter to the world. An example of this is how the world likes to use certain por-
tions of the Bible for their benefit while disregarding others. The surface portions are the sweet portions,
while the disregarded portions are the bitter portions. The true Christian takes the sweet with the bitter
and goes on with the Lord. It is a bitter pill to swallow to realize that your family refuses to follow the
Lord and thus they will suffer the consequences for their choice. The mature Christian realizes that the
Lord cannot allow the unregenerated into heaven, and that God is a righteous God.

We are standing on the edge of the cliff and are seeing the fulfillment of prophecy when the con-
gress is considering laws and ordinances that protect the child molester and condemn a preacher who
preaches against sin. It is not too far in the future where we will see Christians being arrested for all sorts
of supposed crimes like hate crimes. In 2009 we are seeing the beginning of the rise of the Antichrist and
all of his wicked devices. We have a president who is anti-Israel, anti-Christian, and anti-righteousness.
Our president even believes in executing babies that were born alive after a botched abortion. This is the
sin of Moloch where the heathen offered their offspring to their idol.

Already I have heard on talk radio about a UN controlled one world government. Though these
talk show hosts are not “Christian” talk shows, they are still sounding the alarm.
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Revelation 11 describes the two witnesses who are the reincarnation of two old testament prophets.
These prophets will preach righteousness and holiness to a sin sick world that is worshiping the An-
tichrist. Just like we have seen the adoration of Barack Obama during the campaign and still he has many
worshipers. Those deceived will be shown the error of their way and like the ancient Egyptians they will
refuse to heed the warnings. These two witnesses will have the same power as Moses and Elijah!

Revelation 11:1-2

And there was given me a reed like unto a rod: and the angel stood, saying, Rise, and measure the temple
of God, and the altar, and them that worship therein.

2 But the court which is without the temple leave out, and measure it not; for it is given unto the Gentiles:
and the holy city shall they tread under foot forty and two months.

First John was commanded to measure the the temple of the Lord. You will note that the outside
court is not measured as it is for the gentiles. Now the scripture states that the number of gentile believers
1s without number, thus the outside court cannot be measured.

Revelation 7:9

After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no man could number, of all nations, and kindreds,
and people, and tongues, stood before the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and
palms in their hands;

All of the Christian saints who are gentiles stand before the throne of God clothed with white
robes with palms in their hands. These are the born-again saints who have been redeemed and their sins
washed by the blood of the lamb. All of us who have been redeemed by Jesus Christ who do not have a
Jewish heritage will be a part of this assembly.
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Jesus Christ has redeemed us by his divine blood and has invited us to fellowship with him and
all of the Old Testament saints. We have been redeemed of all of our wickedness and sins. Those of us
who were raised in families who worshipped money, wealth, and prosperity who have repented and have
been filled with the Holy Ghost have found the true wealth and riches in Jesus Christ the Lord. Many of
us have forsaken the riches of this world for the true riches. Remember the rich man who ended up beg-
ging for a single drop of water? Lazarus had the true wealth while the rich man realized that the riches of
this world are fleeting.

Revelation 11:3-6

And I will give power unto my two witnesses, and they shall prophesy a thousand two hundred and
threescore days, clothed in sackcloth.

4 These are the two olive trees, and the two candlesticks standing before the God of the earth.

5 And if any man will hurt them, fire proceedeth out of their mouth, and devoureth their enemies: and if
any man will hurt them, he must in this manner be killed.

6 These have power to shut heaven, that it rain not in the days of their prophecy: and have power over
waters to turn them to blood, and to smite the earth with all plagues, as often as they will.

These two prophets shall prophecy and witness against the wickedness of the earth for 1,260 days
or 3’5 years. These two prophets will witness during the first half of the reign of the Antichrist. They will
not be pretty preachers dressed in the finest suits but will be clothed in sackcloth. As any preacher who
preaches the Bible as it is written these are considered as enemies of the state. Any preacher who preach -
es against the sins of our country is considered an enemy. Remember when Joe the plumber spoke out
against Obama’s financial and tax plans and all of the abuse he took.

Malachi 4:5
Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the LORD:

Most of Biblical Scholars agree that one of the witnesses mentioned in Revelation 11 is Elijah.
On the other hand, there is great dispute who the second witness is. Some say that the second witness is
Moses, while others think it is Enoch.

According to Genesis God has sentenced all men once to die physically for their disobedience.
Only two men in the Bible have not died. These two are Elijah and Enoch. To fulfill the promise both of
these have to die the same as the rest of the world.

Zechariah 4:11-14

Then answered I, and said unto him, What are these two olive trees upon the right side of the candlestick
and upon the left side thereof?

12 And I answered again, and said unto him, What be these two olive branches which through the two
golden pipes empty the golden oil out of themselves?

13 And he answered me and said, Knowest thou not what these be? And I said, No, my lord.

14 Then said he, These are the two anointed ones, that stand by the Lord of the whole earth.

As you can see Zechariah also described the two witnesses as the olive branches standing before
the Lord. Both John and Zechariah show that these two are the anointed ones who will witness against
the sins of the earth. Both of these witnesses will have all of the power of Moses and Elijah. Just as Ahab
and Pharaoh considered the prophets of god their enemy, the Antichrist and the world will consider the
two witnesses as the enemy. The world loves to sin and live in debauchery and iniquity. Look at how the
world adores the most vile politicians. They adored a murderer and adulterer Senator Edward Kennedy.
They worship many of the movie stars and musicians who live in sin and debauchery. The world current-
ly adores the President of the United States, Barack Obama who has proclaimed that the United States is
not a Christian nation. Our nation has stopped being a Christian nation when it embraced sin and lascivi-
ousness rather than the Lord Jesus Christ. He has also proclaimed support for the radical Muslims over
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Israel thus making the United States an enemy of Israel. All those who are enemies of Israel are enemies

of God!

9.1 Elijah — The prophet of both the Old and New Testaments

It is good to know about the Elijah of the Old Testament before we study what he is going to do
during the tribulation. The first mention of Elijah in the Bible is in 1 Kings 17. Here we see how Elijah
calls for a cessation of all rain and even the morning dew. We also see how the Lord protects Elijah dur-
ing this drought just like the Lord protected Israel during the judgments of Egypt.
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and out of Israel. It important to know the
geography of the Bible and then you can see
the real miracles.

9.1.1 Elijah tells Ahab of the
Coming Severe Drought

1 Kings 17:1

And Elijah the Tishbite, who was of the
inhabitants of Gilead, said unto Ahab, 4s
the LORD God of Israel liveth, before

whom I stand, there shall not be dew nor
rain these years, but according to my word.
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Elijah comes to Ahab and proclaims
a severe drought which lasted 3 years. Now
Ahab was an extremely wicked king who
was married to Jezebel. We all know how
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wicked Jezebel was. Now Ahab considered
Elijjah an enemy of Israel for speaking the
word of God.

B et

1 i The born-again Christian is also

considered an enemy by the government.
Look at how the tea party members are con-

sidered enemies of the state. This morning,
Tuesday, May 18, 2010 I heard Arlen Spec-
tor, who is running for reelection to the
United States Senate say on the radio that
the Tea Party has taken over the Republican
Party and they must be silenced. The arro-

gance of the members of elected office is
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atrocious. Anyone who speaks out against
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them that is not part of the political appara-
tus is considered an enemy of the state and
needs to be silenced. Preachers who preach

against the wickedness of the members of the political class are in line for imprisonment. Freedom of
speech in America is on the wane!

43 “Bible Maps,” May 17, 2001, <http://www.sacred-texts.com/bib/maps/bmap00.htm>.

117


http://www.sacred-texts.com/bib/maps/bmap00.htm

Prophecy: “The Bible’s Message for Today”

9.1.2 Elijah fed by Ravens

1 Kings 17:2-6

2 And the word of the LORD came unto him, saying,

3 Get thee hence, and turn thee eastward, and hide thyself by the brook Cherith, that is before Jordan.

4 And it shall be, that thou shalt drink of the brook; and I have commanded the ravens to feed thee there.

5 So he went and did according unto the word of the LORD: for he went and dwelt by the brook Cherith,
that is before Jordan.

6 And the ravens brought him bread and flesh in the morning, and bread and flesh in the evening; and he
drank of the brook.

After Elijah told Ahab that there would be no rain until he says that there will be rain, God in -
structs Elijah to go to the brook Cherith. There is numerous opinions as to where this brook actually is.
The main thing is that the Lord had the ravens feed Elijah both morning and evening. Thus Elijah was
fed twice a day by the ravens.

9.1.3 Elijah and the Widow

1 kings 17:7-16

7 And it came to pass after a while, that the brook dried up, because there had been no rain in the land.

8 And the word of the LORD came unto him, saying,

9 Arise, get thee to Zarephath, which belongeth to Zidon, and dwell there: behold, I have commanded a
widow woman there to sustain thee.

10 So he arose and went to Zarephath. And when he came to the gate of the city, behold, the widow
woman was there gathering of sticks: and he called to her, and said, Fetch me, I pray thee, a little water in
a vessel, that I may drink.

11 And as she was going to fetch iz, he called to her, and said, Bring me, I pray thee, a morsel of bread in
thine hand.

12 And she said, 4s the LORD thy God liveth, I have not a cake, but an handful of meal in a barrel, and a
little oil in a cruse: and, behold, I am gathering two sticks, that I may go in and dress it for me and my
son, that we may eat it, and die.

13 And Elijah said unto her, Fear not; go and do as thou hast said: but make me thereof a little cake first,
and bring if unto me, and after make for thee and for thy son.

14 For thus saith the LORD God of Israel, The barrel of meal shall not waste, neither shall the cruse of oil
fail, until the day that the LORD sendeth rain upon the earth.

15 And she went and did according to the saying of Elijah: and she, and he, and her house, did eat many
days.

16 And the barrel of meal wasted not, neither did the cruse of oil fail, according to the word of the LORD,
which he spake by Elijah.

Elijah could have gone anywhere in Israel, but the Lord sent him north to Zarephath which is
north of Tyre. Now the Lord knew that Ahab would not even consider repenting and pray for the Lord’s
mercy, but he knew that the king of Tyre would seek the Lord.* Also the barrel of meal and the cruse of
oil did not diminish during the entire drought. Considering Josephus’ writings I do not know if Elijah
spent one or three years with the Widow and her son. Probably being that the drought lasted three years
in Israel instead of one year, Elijah resided for the full three years with the widow.

The widow was not an Israeli or a Jew but a Phoenician! There were many Israeli widows that
Elijah could have gone to, but the Lord had prepared a Phoenician widow to take care of him. I have

44 Flavius Josephus, “Antiquities of the Jews, Book 8, Chapter 13, Section 2.”
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heard several sermons ask why there wasn’t an Israeli widow that would have the faith that the Phoeni-
cian had. Considering how the King of Tyre humbled himself and sought the Lord could it be that the
Lord was looking at the gentiles being grafted into the vine?

9.1.4 Elijah prays for Widow’s Son

1 Kings 17:17-24

17 And it came to pass after these things, that the son of the woman, the mistress of the house, fell sick;
and his sickness was so sore, that there was no breath left in him.

18 And she said unto Elijah, What have I to do with thee, O thou man of God? art thou come unto me to
call my sin to remembrance, and to slay my son?

19 And he said unto her, Give me thy son. And he took him out of her bosom, and carried him up into a
loft, where he abode, and laid him upon his own bed.

20 And he cried unto the LORD, and said, O LORD my God, hast thou also brought evil upon the widow
with whom I sojourn, by slaying her son?

21 And he stretched himself upon the child three times, and cried unto the LORD, and said, O LORD my
God, I pray thee, let this child’s soul come into him again.

22 And the LORD heard the voice of Elijah; and the soul of the child came into him again, and he
revived.

23 And Elijah took the child, and brought him down out of the chamber into the house, and delivered him
unto his mother: and Elijah said, See, thy son liveth.

24 And the woman said to Elijah, Now by this | know that thou art a man of God, and that the word of
the LORD in thy mouth is truth.

We also can read about Elijah in Josephus’ Antiquities of the Jews where Josephus includes a
unique tidbit concerning Ethbaal the king of Tyre.

here was now a prophet of God Almighty, of Thesbon, a country in Gilead, that

came to Ahab, and said to him, that God foretold he would not send rain nor dew
in those years upon the country but when he should appear. And when he had
confirmed this by an oath, he departed into the southern parts, and made his abode by
a brook, out of which he had water to drink; for as for his food, ravens brought it to
him every day: but when that river was dried up for want of rain, he came to
Zarephath, a city not far from Sidon and Tyre, for it lay between them, and this at the
command of God, for [God told him] that he should there find a woman who was a
widow that should give him sustenance. So when he was not far off the city, he saw
a woman that labored with her own hands, gathering of sticks: so God informed him
that this was the woman who was to give him sustenance. So he came and saluted
her, and desired her to bring him some water to drink; but as she was going so to do,
he called to her, and would have her to bring him a loaf of bread also; whereupon she
affirmed upon oath that she had at home nothing more than one handful of meal, and
a little oil, and that she was going to gather some sticks, that she might knead it, and
make bread for herself and her son; after which, she said, they must perish, and be
consumed by the famine, for they had nothing for themselves any longer. Hereupon
he said, “Go on with good courage, and hope for better things; and first of all make
me a little cake, and bring it to me, for I foretell to thee that this vessel of meal and
this cruse of oil shall not fail until God send rain.” When the prophet had said this,
she came to him, and made him the before-named cake; of which she had part for
herself, and gave the rest to her son, and to the prophet also; nor did any thing of this

119



Prophecy: “The Bible’s Message for Today”

fall until the drought ceased. Now Menander mentions this drought in his account of
the acts of Ethbaal, king of the Tyrians; where he says thus: “Under him there was a
want of rain from the month Hyperberetmus till the month Hyperberetmus of the year
following; but when he made supplications, there came great thunders. This Ethbaal
built the city Botrys in Phoenicia, and the city Auza in Libya.” By these words he
designed the want of rain that was in the days of Ahab, for at that time it was that
Ethbaal also reigned over the Tyrians, as Menander informs us.*

When reading Josephus’ account I noticed that Ethbaal, king of Tyre made supplications after
only one year of the drought and rain came to his kingdom. From this I think that the king of Tyre repent-
ed and sought the Lord with all of his heart. Now the king of Tyre was an idol worshiper and did not
know the one true God. It appears that he sought the Lord with his whole heart and the Lord sent rain
upon Tyre and Zidon. While the drought lasted one year in the Phoenician kingdom, you can see the real
miracle of God where he sent rain to the Phoenicians and still kept it from Israel. Observing the map I
see this as a divine miracle where God stopped the rain over the whole area and renewed the rainfall when
a nation repented.

9.1.5 Elijah & Christians Considered the Enemy

The prophet, Elijah, was considered the blame for all of Israel's troubles by King Ahab. Although
Elijah wasn't sinning, the majority of the country was living in sin and debauchery. When God judged Is-
rael, Elijah was blamed by the king and the world. Today the preacher of righteousness is still blamed for
the trouble the world gets themselves into.

1 Kings 18:17-46

17 And it came to pass, when Ahab saw Elijah, that Ahab said unto him, 4r¢ thou he that troubleth Israel?
18 And he answered, I have not troubled Israel; but thou, and thy father’s house, in that ye have forsaken
the commandments of the LORD, and thou hast followed Baalim.

19 Now therefore send, and gather to me all Israel unto mount Carmel, and the prophets of Baal four
hundred and fifty, and the prophets of the groves four hundred, which eat at Jezebel’s table.

20 So Ahab sent unto all the children of Israel, and gathered the prophets together unto mount Carmel.

21 And Elijah came unto all the people, and said, How long halt ye between two opinions? if the LORD
be God, follow him: but if Baal, then follow him. And the people answered him not a word.

22 Then said Elijah unto the people, I, even I only, remain a prophet of the LORD; but Baal’s prophets
are four hundred and fifty men.

23 Let them therefore give us two bullocks; and let them choose one bullock for themselves, and cut it in
pieces, and lay if on wood, and put no fire under: and I will dress the other bullock, and lay if on wood,
and put no fire under:

24 And call ye on the name of your gods, and I will call on the name of the LORD: and the God that
answereth by fire, let him be God. And all the people answered and said, It is well spoken.

25 And Elijah said unto the prophets of Baal, Choose you one bullock for yourselves, and dress it first; for
ye are many; and call on the name of your gods, but put no fire under.

26 And they took the bullock which was given them, and they dressed if, and called on the name of Baal
from morning even until noon, saying, O Baal, hear us. But there was no voice, nor any that answered.
And they leaped upon the altar which was made.

27 And it came to pass at noon, that Elijah mocked them, and said, Cry aloud: for he is a god; either he is

45 Flavius Josephus, “Antiquities of the Jews,” Book 8, Chapter 13, Section 2.
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talking, or he is pursuing, or he is in a journey, or peradventure he sleepeth, and must be awaked.

28 And they cried aloud, and cut themselves after their manner with knives and lancets, till the blood
gushed out upon them.

29 And it came to pass, when midday was past, and they prophesied until the time of the offering of the
evening sacrifice, that there was neither voice, nor any to answer, nor any that regarded.

30 And Elijah said unto all the people, Come near unto me. And all the people came near unto him. And
he repaired the altar of the LORD that was broken down.

31 And Elijah took twelve stones, according to the number of the tribes of the sons of Jacob, unto whom
the word of the LORD came, saying, Israel shall be thy name:

32 And with the stones he built an altar in the name of the LORD: and he made a trench about the altar, as
great as would contain two measures of seed.

33 And he put the wood in order, and cut the bullock in pieces, and laid Aim on the wood, and said, Fill
four barrels with water, and pour it on the burnt sacrifice, and on the wood.

34 And he said, Do it the second time. And they did it the second time. And he said, Do if the third time.
And they did it the third time.

35 And the water ran round about the altar; and he filled the trench also with water.

36 And it came to pass at the time of the offering of the evening sacrifice, that Elijah the prophet came
near, and said, LORD God of Abraham, I[saac, and of Israel, let it be known this day that thou art God in
Israel, and that 1 am thy servant, and that | have done all these things at thy word.

37 Hear me, O LORD, hear me, that this people may know that thou art the LORD God, and that thou
hast turned their heart back again.

38 Then the fire of the LORD fell, and consumed the burnt sacrifice, and the wood, and the stones, and
the dust, and licked up the water that was in the trench.

39 And when all the people saw it, they fell on their faces: and they said, The LORD, he is the God; the
LORD, he is the God.

40 And Elijah said unto them, Take the prophets of Baal; let not one of them escape. And they took them:
and Elijah brought them down to the brook Kishon, and slew them there.

41 And Elijjah said unto Ahab, Get thee up, eat and drink; for there is a sound of abundance of rain.

42 So Ahab went up to eat and to drink. And Elijah went up to the top of Carmel; and he cast himself
down upon the earth, and put his face between his knees,

43 And said to his servant, Go up now, look toward the sea. And he went up, and looked, and said, There
is nothing. And he said, Go again seven times.

44 And it came to pass at the seventh time, that he said, Behold, there ariseth a little cloud out of the sea,
like a man's hand. And he said, Go up, say unto Ahab, Prepare thy chariot, and get thee down, that the
rain stop thee not.

45 And it came to pass in the mean while, that the heaven was black with clouds and wind, and there was
a great rain. And Ahab rode, and went to Jezreel.

46 And the hand of the LORD was on Elijah; and he girded up his loins, and ran before Ahab to the en-
trance of Jezreel.

Today’s false gods are money, wealth, and prosperity. The world worships politicians, movie
stars, musicians, and everything else except the one true God. We are living in a world where infants are
offered as sacrifices, though the press and the world considers a baby as a curse. The sinner wants to live
in sin and debauchery without facing the consequences for their wickedness. The homosexual wants to
celebrate their debauchery without suffering the horrible sickness of AIDS. Just as in the days of Elijah
the world still refuses to acknowledge the majesty, power, and lordship of the Lord Jesus Christ. Even
when confronted with undeniable evidence they still worship their false gods. They refuse to accept that
Jesus Christ as their savior and blame the preacher of righteousness for their troubles that they have
brought upon themselves.
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9.2 The World’s Reaction to Deceit and Deception

When the world is deceived like they are continually done by the politicians they close their eyes
and believe the lies and deceptions. Politicians lie about everything including their own military record
and the majority still believe that they are honorable people. The vast majority rejoice when the liar they
voted for is elected. It is my premise that you should consider all politicians as liars until you can prove
otherwise. Their record is atrocious! Just once I would like to see a preacher that opens Congress with
prayer to pray for all of the liars who are bound for hell unless they repent and turn from their wicked
ways.

As the Apostle Paul wrote, “There is none righteous, no, not one:” the same holds true for all of
our elected officials. The world would rather believe a lie rather than the truth just as Aesop illustrated.

The Buffoon and the Countryman
At a country fair there was a Buffoon who made all the people laugh by imitating the
cries of various animals. He finished off by squeaking so like a pig that the
spectators thought that he had a porker concealed about him. But a countryman who
stood by said: “Call that a pigs squeak! Nothing like it. You give me till tomorrow
and I will show you what it's like.” The audience laughed, but next day, sure enough,
the Countryman appeared on the stage, and putting his head down squealed so
hideously that the spectators hissed and threw stones at him to make him stop. “You
fools!” he cried, “see what you have been hissing,” and held up a little pig whose ear
had been pinching to make him utter the squeals.
“MEN OFTEN APPLAUD AN IMITATION AND HISS THE REAL THING.”*

The world often looks at the preacher of righteousness as the source of their troubles. They see
the Christian speaking out against sin and perceive him as a trouble maker. One of the talk show hosts of
Philadelphia in the 1980’s and 1990’s, Frank Ford, would like to eradicate the street preachers from cen-
ter city. On the other hand he applauds the efforts of the gay rights group Act Up when they demonstrate.
The preacher of righteousness who proclaims the truth is ridiculed, while those who preach unrighteous-
ness are applauded by the world.

On or about May 5 2010 The Christian Post reported that a street preacher was arrested in Eng-
land for preaching that homosexuality is a sin.

Christians Denounce Street Preacher’s Arrest
Dale McAlpine, 42, was arrested in his home town of Workington, in Cumbria, last
month after he mentioned homosexuality as one of a number of sins listed in the
Bible, alongside idolatry, blasphemy, fornication, and drunkenness.
He said he refrained from speaking about homosexuality in his sermon but when a
passerby inquired on the issue, told her it was a sin.
He was then approached by a gay community support officer who took him to the po-
lice station where he was detained in a cell for seven hours and charged with causing
“harassment, alarm or distress.”
McAlpine, who denied the charge, was released on bail on the grounds that he cease
preaching.

46 Aesop, Charles W. Eliot, LL.D., ed., The Harvard Classics, “Aesop, Grimm, Anderson” (Danbury: Grolier
Enterprises Corp., 1985), p. 43.
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U.S. evangelical Dr. Albert Mohler wasn’t surprised by the arrest and said he has
seen “this coming for some time now.”"’

The two prophets are going to emulate Elijah when they attempt to kill them. Elijah called down
fire from heaven, while the two prophets will have fire proceed from their mouth. At the end of their tes-
timony, they are killed, but rise from the dead on the third day just like Christ rose from the dead after he
was executed by the state.

2 Kings 1:9-15

9 Then the king sent unto him a captain of fifty with his fifty. And he went up to him: and, behold, he sat
on the top of an hill. And he spake unto him, Thou man of God, the king hath said, Come down.

10 And Elijjah answered and said to the captain of fifty, If I be a man of God, then let fire come down
from heaven, and consume thee and thy fifty. And there came down fire from heaven, and consumed him
and his fifty.

11 Again also he sent unto him another captain of fifty with his fifty. And he answered and said unto him,
O man of God, thus hath the king said, Come down quickly.

12 And Elijjah answered and said unto them, If I be a man of God, let fire come down from heaven, and
consume thee and thy fifty. And the fire of God came down from heaven, and consumed him and his
fifty.

13 And he sent again a captain of the third fifty with his fifty. And the third captain of fifty went up, and
came and fell on his knees before Elijah, and besought him, and said unto him, O man of God, I pray
thee, let my life, and the life of these fifty thy servants, be precious in thy sight.

14 Behold, there came fire down from heaven, and burnt up the two captains of the former fifties with
their fifties: therefore let my life now be precious in thy sight.

15 And the angel of the LORD said unto Elijah, Go down with him: be not afraid of him. And he arose,
and went down with him unto the king.

Even with all of the evidence of God’s divine power the world still refuses to serve the Lord.
They chose the worship of Baal and the other idols. They worship sin and debauchery instead of the one
true God. The world of today is still the same and they have chosen sin and its consequences rather than
the free gift of Jesus Christ. You would think that the second troop that came for Elijah after seeing the
destruction of the first troop would use a different tactic. They died just like the first troop with fire from
heaven. It is the same for the world today, though they see the consequences of their sin, the still refuse
to change their ways. They know that smoking cigarettes will give them cancer yet they still choose to
smoke. Though the know that adultery and fornication can lead to sexually transmitted diseases, they still
refuse to stop their sin. Instead of following the Lord Jesus and his righteousness, they have chosen to
suffer the consequences of sin while cursing God for the consequences of their own actions.

9.3 A World’s Celebration and Party

The world finds all sorts of reasons to have a party. When a sports team wins an “important”
game, a candidate wins an election, or whatever. With the above reasons there is always one group cele-
brating, while the opponent is weeping. The world doesn't need much of a reason to celebrate. The world
will celebrate anything as long as they “fee/” good. There is one time mentioned in the Bible where the
entire world celebrates a single event!

47 Jenna Lyle, “Christians Denounce Street Preacher’s Arrest,” The Christian Post, May 5, 2010, May 19,
2010,<http://www.christianpost.com/article/20100505/christians-denounce-street-preachers-arrest/index.html>,
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Revelation 11:7-10

And when they shall have finished their testimony, the beast that ascendeth out of the bottomless pit shall
make war against them, and shall overcome them, and kill them.

8 And their dead bodies shall lie in the street of the great city, which spiritually is called Sodom and
Egypt, where also our Lord was crucified.

9 And they of the people and kindreds and tongues and nations shall see their dead bodies three days and
an half, and shall not suffer their dead bodies to be put in graves.

10 And they that dwell upon the earth shall rejoice over them, and make merry, and shall send gifts one to
another; because these two prophets tormented them that dwelt on the earth.

When the beast, who ascends out of the bottomless pit, makes war with and kills the two pro-
phets, the entire world celebrates the demise of God’s two witnesses. They rejoice and make merry about
the destruction of their presumed enemy. This is the only time in history where the whole world agrees
on one thing!

When the world sees the destruction of the two witnesses, they rejoice, celebrate and party their
hearts out for they are “having the time of their life”. Though they are having a huge party, their demise
is soon at hand. Belshazzar thought he had cause to party, but his party was also short lived!

9.3.1 Belshazzar’s Last Party

Daniel 5:1-31

Belshazzar the king made a great feast to a thousand of his lords, and drank wine before the thousand.

2 Belshazzar, whiles he tasted the wine, commanded to bring the golden and silver vessels which his
father Nebuchadnezzar had taken out of the temple which was in Jerusalem; that the king, and his princes,
his wives, and his concubines, might drink therein.

3 Then they brought the golden vessels that were taken out of the temple of the house of God which was
at Jerusalem; and the king, and his princes, his wives, and his concubines, drank in them.

4 They drank wine, and praised the gods of gold, and of silver, of brass, of iron, of wood, and of stone.

5 In the same hour came forth fingers of a man’s hand, and wrote over against the candlestick upon the
plaster of the wall of the king's palace: and the king saw the part of the hand that wrote.

6 Then the king’s countenance was changed, and his thoughts troubled him, so that the joints of his loins
were loosed, and his knees smote one against another.

7 The king cried aloud to bring in the astrologers, the Chaldeans, and the soothsayers. And the king
spake, and said to the wise men of Babylon, Whosoever shall read this writing, and show me the
interpretation thereof, shall be clothed with scarlet, and #ave a chain of gold about his neck, and shall be
the third ruler in the kingdom.

8 Then came in all the king’s wise men: but they could not read the writing, nor make known to the king
the interpretation thereof.

9 Then was king Belshazzar greatly troubled, and his countenance was changed in him, and his lords were
astonied.

10 Now the queen by reason of the words of the king and his lords came into the banquet house: and the
queen spake and said, O king, live for ever: let not thy thoughts trouble thee, nor let thy countenance be
changed:

11 There is a man in thy kingdom, in whom is the spirit of the holy gods; and in the days of thy father
light and understanding and wisdom, like the wisdom of the gods, was found in him; whom the king
Nebuchadnezzar thy father, the king, / say, thy father, made master of the magicians, astrologers, Chalde-
ans, and soothsayers;

12 Forasmuch as an excellent spirit, and knowledge, and understanding, interpreting of dreams, and
showing of hard sentences, and dissolving of doubts, were found in the same Daniel, whom the king
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named Belteshazzar: now let Daniel be called, and he will show the interpretation.

13 Then was Daniel brought in before the king. And the king spake and said unto Daniel, Ar¢ thou that
Daniel, which art of the children of the captivity of Judah, whom the king my father brought out of
Jewry?

14 T have even heard of thee, that the spirit of the gods is in thee, and that light and understanding and
excellent wisdom is found in thee.

15 And now the wise men, the astrologers, have been brought in before me, that they should read this
writing, and make known unto me the interpretation thereof: but they could not show the interpretation of
the thing:

16 And I have heard of thee, that thou canst make interpretations, and dissolve doubts: now if thou canst
read the writing, and make known to me the interpretation thereof, thou shalt be clothed with scarlet, and
have a chain of gold about thy neck, and shalt be the third ruler in the kingdom.

17 Then Daniel answered and said before the king, Let thy gifts be to thyself, and give thy rewards to
another; yet I will read the writing unto the king, and make known to him the interpretation.

18 O thou king, the most high God gave Nebuchadnezzar thy father a kingdom, and majesty, and glory,
and honour:

19 And for the majesty that he gave him, all people, nations, and languages, trembled and feared before
him: whom he would he slew; and whom he would he kept alive; and whom he would he set up; and
whom he would he put down.

20 But when his heart was lifted up, and his mind hardened in pride, he was deposed from his kingly
throne, and they took his glory from him:

21 And he was driven from the sons of men; and his heart was made like the beasts, and his dwelling was
with the wild asses: they fed him with grass like oxen, and his body was wet with the dew of heaven; till
he knew that the most high God ruled in the kingdom of men, and tAat he appointeth over it whomsoever
he will.

22 And thou his son, O Belshazzar, hast not humbled thine heart, though thou knewest all this;

23 But hast lifted up thyself against the Lord of heaven; and they have brought the vessels of his house
before thee, and thou, and thy lords, thy wives, and thy concubines, have drunk wine in them; and thou
hast praised the gods of silver, and gold, of brass, iron, wood, and stone, which see not, nor hear, nor
know: and the God in whose hand thy breath is, and whose are all thy ways, hast thou not glorified:

24 Then was the part of the hand sent from him; and this writing was written.

25 And this is the writing that was written, MENE, MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN.

26 This is the interpretation of the thing: MENE; God hath numbered thy kingdom, and finished it.

27 TEKEL; Thou art weighed in the balances, and art found wanting.

28 PERES; Thy kingdom is divided, and given to the Medes and Persians.

29 Then commanded Belshazzar, and they clothed Daniel with scarlet, and put a chain of gold about his
neck, and made a proclamation concerning him, that he should be the third ruler in the kingdom.

30 In that night was Belshazzar the king of the Chaldeans slain.

31 And Darius the Median took the kingdom, being about threescore and two years old.

Darius the Mede conquered Babylon and slew Belshazzar in October 539 BC* by tunneling un-
der the Babylonian city wall. While Belshazzar thought he was safe and partied in his palace, his demise
was imminent.

When the world finds a cause to celebrate, it is usually not what the Lord looks upon as pleasing
to his sight. Just as the Babylonians were praising their false gods, the world celebrates the demise of the
two prophets who were telling them the truth. The world as usual chooses to believe the lie that the
prophets were the cause of their problems rather than their own sin and wickedness. Just as Belshazzar
refused to learn the lessons that Nebuchadnezzar learned he died when he was slain by Darius the Mede.

48 “Belshazzar,” Wycliffe Bible Encyclopedia, (Chicago: Moody Press, 1975) Vol. 1, p 215.
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When the world celebrates the death of the two prophets of righteousness their problems are just
beginning. The world continually worships sin and wickedness while rejecting the truth.

9.4 The Resurrection of the Two Prophets

Revelation 11:11-14

11 And after three days and an half the Spirit of life from God entered into them, and they stood upon
their feet; and great fear fell upon them which saw them.

12 And they heard a great voice from heaven saying unto them, Come up hither. And they ascended up to
heaven in a cloud; and their enemies beheld them.

13 And the same hour was there a great earthquake, and the tenth part of the city fell, and in the earth-
quake were slain of men seven thousand: and the remnant were affrighted, and gave glory to the God of
heaven.

14 The second woe is past; and, behold, the third woe cometh quickly.

After the prophets have been left to rot on the streets of Jerusalem for three days they are resur-
rected by God. When the world sees them come back to life they become afraid for their lives. They
know that the Antichrist who they worship and adore does not have power over the prophets of God. All
of a sudden the world sees these two prophets rising to meet God in the air. This spectacle not only
makes them quake with fear, but there is an earthquake that destroys 10% of the residents of Jerusalem af-
ter they are raptured. Seven thousand men die in this earthquake and the remaining finally give glory and
praise to God.

I have said that the seven thunders is the third woe and with the prophets of God resurrected and
raptured it is time for the seven thunders to execute their judgment. It could be that the seven thunders
and the seventh trumpet are the third woe since the Apostle John was told not to write what the seven
thunders are. Thus the seven thunders can coincide with the seventh trumpet. All of this is speculation
since we see through a glass darkly concerning the future.
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10 The Seuenth Trumpet

The Lord's Glorions Pictory

The seventh trumpet begins with the total victory of the Lord’s army over the Devil’s. This is the
final victory of the Lord.

Revelation 11:15-19

15 And the seventh angel sounded; and there were great voices in heaven, saying, The kingdoms of this
world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall reign for ever and ever.

16 And the four and twenty elders, which sat before God on their seats, fell upon their faces, and wor-
shipped God,

17 Saying, We give thee thanks, O Lord God Almighty, which art, and wast, and art to come; because
thou hast taken to thee thy great power, and hast reigned.

18 And the nations were angry, and thy wrath is come, and the time of the dead, that they should be
judged, and that thou shouldest give reward unto thy servants the prophets, and to the saints, and them
that fear thy name, small and great; and shouldest destroy them which destroy the earth.

19 And the temple of God was opened in heaven, and there was seen in his temple the ark of his
testament: and there were lightnings, and voices, and thunderings, and an earthquake, and great hail.

Up until this time all of the kingdoms of this world belonged to Satan. Even the United States is
currently under Satan’s domain. (Just look at what the government promotes.) When Jesus was tempted
by Satan he offered Jesus all of the kingdoms of the world for they were given to him.

Luke 4:5-8

And the devil, taking him up into an high mountain, shewed unto him all the kingdoms of the world in a
moment of time.

6 And the devil said unto him, All this power will I give thee, and the glory of them: for that is delivered
unto me; and to whomsoever [ will I give it.

7 If thou therefore wilt worship me, all shall be thine.

8 And Jesus answered and said unto him, Get thee behind me, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship
the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve.

Jesus did not contest Satan’s claim that the kingdoms of the world belonged to him. Seeing how
all the nations of the world are managed and governed you can see that Satan truly has the nations of the
world under his control. Thus when our current president states that the United States is not a Christian
nation he speaks the truth. Another point that I would like to make is that Satan showed Jesus all of the
kingdoms of the world in a moment of time. It is my belief that Jesus saw every nation, empire, and king-
dom from after the flood to his victory when the seventh trumpet sounds. Jesus saw everything and told
Satan to get behind him.

When the seventh trumpet sounds, the nations are taken over by the Lord Jesus Christ. Where
Satan caused wars by the lying politicians using lies and deceptions, the nations are all at peace during the
Lord’s reign. Whereas the nations were angry now there is calm. For when the Lord is in command there
is no dissension or distress. The Lord brings peace and true prosperity to the nations of the world.

During Satan’s reign of the nations, the nations are angry and continually fighting amongst them-
selves and angry at God and the saints. Satan’s nations hate everything that is good and righteous while
loving every sin in the Bible. The nations promote homosexuality, abortions, murder of new born babies
called partial birth abortions, liars, deceivers, adulterers, and etcetera.
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The nations have selected Satan as their leader and ruler. The nations have totally rejected the
Lord Jesus Christ and his righteousness for they loved the sinful lasciviousness that Satan portrays as
great fun and pleasure. They have chosen to believe the lies of Satan rather than the truth of God. This is
why the government loves everything that is evil and wicked rather than the righteousness of God.

Is it any wonder that the nations of this world detest the born-again Christian? Is it any wonder
that the preacher who preaches the Bible is arrested for “hate crimes?” The nations are under Satan’s ab-
solute control! We are definitely living in perilous times just like the Apostle Paul told Timothy about the
last days in 2 Timothy 3:1.
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11 @The War tn Heauen

ReEvelation 12 describes a war in heaven that parallels the birth of Jesus Christ and the flight into

gypt. Also it shows the millennial reign of Jesus Christ. While we consider these events to be both
past and future, this shows that there is no time in heaven or the spirit world. That is why Satan was able
to show Jesus Christ all the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time. In the Spirit world there is no
time. As you read Revelation 12 each verse contains a huge amount of symbolism with the details in the
Old Testament.

11.1 Woman Clothed with the Sun

Revelation 12:1
And there appeared a great wonder in heaven; a woman clothed with the sun, and the moon under her
feet, and upon her head a crown of twelve stars:

The commentaries agree for the most part that the woman is the church and the twelve stars are
the apostles. Another view could be that the woman is the nation of Israel and the twelve stars are the
twelve tribes. It is good to see what some of the commentaries say.

Matthew Henry

Here we see that early prophecy eminently fulfilled in which God said he
would put enmity between the seed of the woman and the seed of the serpent, Gen. iii.
15. You will observe,*

Adam Clarke

That the woman here represents the true Church of Christ most commentators
are agreed. In other parts of the Apocalypse, the pure Church of Christ is evidently
portrayed by a woman.*

John Wesley

And a great sign was seen in heaven - Not only by St. John, but many heavenly
spectators represented in the vision. A sign means something that has an uncommon
appearance, and from which we infer that some unusual thing will follow. A woman -
The emblem of the church of Christ, as she is originally of Israel, though built and
enlarged on all sides by the addition of heathen converts; and as she will hereafter
appear, when all her “natural branches are again grafted in.” She is at present on
earth; and yet, with regard to her union with Christ, may be said to be in heaven, Eph
2:6. Accordingly, she is described as both assaulted and defended in heaven, verses 4,
7. Rev 12:4,7 Clothed with the sun, and the moon under her feet, and on her head a
crown of twelve stars - These figurative expressions must he so interpreted as to
preserve a due proportion between them. So, in Joseph's dream, the sun betokened
his father; the moon, his mother; the stars, their children. There may be some such
resemblance here; and as the prophecy points out the “power over all nations,”
perhaps the sun may betoken the Christian world; the moon, the Mahometans
(Muslims), who also carry the moon in their ensigns; and the crown of twelve stars,

49 Matthew Henry, Matthew Henry’s Commentary, 1708-1710, Xiphos Bible Study Tool, Sword Module MHC
Version 1.6, Mar. 25, 2010, May 22, 2010 <http://xiphos.org/>.

50 Adam Clarke, Adam Clarke’s Commentary, 1810-1825, Xiphos Bible Study Tool, Sword Module Clarke, Mar.
25,2010, May 22, 2010 <http://xiphos.org/>.

129


http://xiphos.org/
http://xiphos.org/

Prophecy: “The Bible’s Message for Today”

the twelve tribes of Israel; which are smaller than the sun and moon. The whole of
this chapter answers the state of the church from the ninth century to this time.”'

It is my belief that Israel brought forth Jesus Christ and the Christian Church was born on the day
of Pentecost as described in Acts 2. Thus John Wesley’s description seems the most accurate. When you
read commentaries you need to remember that they are just an individuals idea or interpretation of the
Bible.

11.2 The Birth of Jesus Christ

Revelation 12:2
And she being with child cried, travailing in birth, and pained to be delivered.

Israel was in great pain when Jesus was born. First she was under the rule of Rome and the Ro-
man legions totally controlled the populous. Also Herod the puppet king of Israel did not want any com-
petition from anyone. Also the Rabbinical hierarchy did not want the Christ to come on their watch for
they knew that they were guilty. Thus all those who were in authority of Israel were pained when Christ
was born. They were in such pain that they had every child less than two years old executed in Bethle-
hem!

With Israel under the control of Satan along with all of the other nations of the world it stands to
reason all of the nations of the world did not want to see Christ come to fruition. Ever since the birth of
Christ the nations of the world along with the organized religions of the world have done their best to de-
stroy true Christianity.

> Israel tried to destroy Christianity

o Before Paul became an Apostle he was searching for Christians to bring
them bound before the Sanhedrin in Jerusalem (Acts 9)

o All of the Apostles were executed except John
> Rome tried to destroy Christianity
o The Apostle Paul was beheaded by Nero
> Islam tries to destroy Christianity
o Christians hanged in Iran™
» Catholic Church tried to destroy Christianity
o Look at the various inquisitions throughout history

o Martin Luther and the Lutheran movement were condemned by the Catholic
Church

51 John Wesley, John Wesley’s Notes on the Bible, 1754-1765, Xiphos Bible Study Tool, Sword Module Wesley
Version 1.1, Mar. 25, 2010, May 22, 2010, <http://xiphos.org/>.

52 “Hanged for Being a Christian in Iran,” UK Telegraph, Oct. 11, 2008, May 24, 2010,
<http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/middleeast/iran/3179465/Hanged-for-being-a-Christian-in-

Iran.html>.
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o The Catholic Church ordered the burning of the Luther Translation of the
Bible*

> Whenever there was a new Christian movement started, it became organized
and attempted to destroy any dissension or any rebirth of true Christianity

» The nations of the world are now fighting the true Christian with everything
they have.

Every religious movement started off serving the Lord with all their heart, but as soon as they be -
came “organized” Satan took over and the true Christian became persecuted. Look at Martin Luther who
started the Lutheran Church. He realized that the Catholic Church was not a Christian organization, but
an organization designed to increase itself. In the 1980°s I heard a comment that the Methodist church
would not allow John or William Wesley to preach in their church for they preached too hard! The Pres-
byterians of today would never consider letting Jonathan Edwards preach in any of their churches. For
instance, Jonathan Edwards, a former president of Princeton University in 1758,>* would not be welcome
in any Presbyterian Church today for he preached against sin in his famous sermon, “Sinners in the Hand
of an Angry God!” Now the Presbyterian Church has openly gay and lesbian ministers preaching from its
pulpits. You can see that the current organized church hierarchy is controlled by Satan. Most current de -
nominations do not preach against the sins listed in the Bible. They accept all of the sin of the world and
welcome its debauchery. It is sad to see that even a number of Pentecostal denominations have fallen into
Satan’s trap. The church needs to return to preaching against the evils of sin and the consequences of sin.
We cannot heed the government’s dictates against the preaching of righteousness and holiness. We need
to speak out against all of the sins mentioned in the Bible and we need to speak out against the public sins
of the politicians who openly live in adultery and homosexuality! We need to tell our congregations that
those who support such wickedness by voting for them that they need to repent of their wicked behavior.
For when you vote for a known adulterer, homosexual, liar, and etcetera you are actually participating and
endorsing their sinful behavior.

Every time a true preacher of righteousness speaks out against the sins of the world, the world is
in great pain attempting to shut him up. For Satan and the world cannot stand to have their wickedness
exposed by the true Christian preacher of righteousness. That is why the world is now arresting preachers
who preach that homosexuality, adultery, abortion, and etcetera is all sin that leads the practitioner of such
wickedness on the slippery path to the gates of hell.

11.3 Satan’s Great Deceptions

Revelation 12:3-4

And there appeared another wonder in heaven; and behold a great red dragon, having seven heads and ten
horns, and seven crowns upon his heads.

4 And his tail drew the third part of the stars of heaven, and did cast them to the earth: and the dragon
stood before the woman which was ready to be delivered, for to devour her child as soon as it was born.

Here we see the description of the Antichrist and how Satan was able to deceive a third of the an-
gels in heaven. Daniel also described the beast.

53 Book Burning and Censorship, May 24, 2010, <http://www.awesomestories.com/history/book-burning/luthers-
translations-are-burned>.

54 “Jonathan Edwards,” The Presidents of Princeton University, Sep. 2005, May 22, 2010,
<http://www.princeton.edu/~compub/facts/presidents/05.htm>.
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11.3.1 Satan and the Antichrist’s Earthly Reign

Daniel 7:7-8

After this I saw in the night visions, and behold a fourth beast, dreadful and terrible, and strong
exceedingly; and it had great iron teeth: it devoured and brake in pieces, and stamped the residue with the
feet of it: and it was diverse from all the beasts that were before it; and it had ten horns.

8 I considered the horns, and, behold, there came up among them another little horn, before whom there
were three of the first horns plucked up by the roots: and, behold, in this horn were eyes like the eyes of
man, and a mouth speaking great things.

This is the forth beast of Daniel’s dream. Many commentators state that this beast is the Roman
Empire with disregard to the fact that it is listed in Revelation as concerning the last gasp of Satan’s reign
on the earth. The kingdom of the Antichrist shall be comprised of ten nations whom three are destroyed
by the Antichrist. The little horn is the Antichrist! Daniel continues with a description of the forth king-
dom.

Daniel 7:17-28

These great beasts, which are four, are four kings, which shall arise out of the earth.

18 But the saints of the most High shall take the kingdom, and possess the kingdom for ever, even for
ever and ever.

19 Then I would know the truth of the fourth beast, which was diverse from all the others, exceeding
dreadful, whose teeth were of iron, and his nails of brass; which devoured, brake in pieces, and stamped
the residue with his feet;

20 And of the ten horns that were in his head, and of the other which came up, and before whom three
fell; even of that horn that had eyes, and a mouth that spake very great things, whose look was more stout
than his fellows.

21 I beheld, and the same horn made war with the saints, and prevailed against them;

22 Until the Ancient of days came, and judgment was given to the saints of the most High; and the time
came that the saints possessed the kingdom.

23 Thus he said, The fourth beast shall be the fourth kingdom upon earth, which shall be diverse from all
kingdoms, and shall devour the whole earth, and shall tread it down, and break it in pieces.

24 And the ten horns out of this kingdom are ten kings that shall arise: and another shall rise after them;
and he shall be diverse from the first, and he shall subdue three kings.

25 And he shall speak great words against the most High, and shall wear out the saints of the most High,
and think to change times and laws: and they shall be given into his hand until a time and times and the
dividing of time.

26 But the judgment shall sit, and they shall take away his dominion, to consume and to destroy it unto
the end.

27 And the kingdom and dominion, and the greatness of the kingdom under the whole heaven, shall be
given to the people of the saints of the most High, whose kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and all
dominions shall serve and obey him.

28 Hitherto is the end of the matter. As for me Daniel, my cogitations much troubled me, and my
countenance changed in me: but I kept the matter in my heart.

The Antichrist is the little horn that rises out of the ten horns. Each horn is a kingdom or nation.
The Antichrist is a great politician who cajoles the world to believing in him. As Daniel states, ““that had
eyes, and a mouth that spake very great things, whose look was more stout than his fellows,” the An-
tichrist has eyes all over the world, and as the consummate politician he tells the world just what they
want to hear. Anyone who stands up against the reign of the Antichrist will be executed. All of the true
Christians who speak out against the realm will find themselves executed by the state. Already both in

132



11 The War in Heaven

Europe and the United States there is hate-crime legislation against the Christian Preacher who preaches
the Bible as it is written.

Now the kingdom of the Antichrist will be a ten nation confederation who will rule the world.
These nations will probably consist of the world’s most powerful nations.

+ China

« Russia

«  United States

- Canada

«  United Kingdom

- Germany

« France

« India

« Iran

« Pakistan

Now the above list is just a supposition and not an authoritative list. I believe that it will com-
prise of nations that have nuclear weapons which the above nations have except Iran which is very close
to having nuclear weapons. Also, the above nations seem on a collision course to openly denouncing Is-
rael and demanding that Israel relinquish her capital Jerusalem. The United States has never moved its
embassy from Tel Aviv. The United States refuses to acknowledge Israel’s Capitol, Jerusalem. Thus it
stands to reason that the ten nation confederation will be both anti-Christian and anti-Israel! A Wall
Street Journal Article states:

Anti-Semitism and the Economic Crisis
Walking down the street in my solidly upper-middle-class New York City
neighborhood the other day was a neatly dressed man angrily cursing into his cell
phone about “Jew Wall Street bankers.”
I was headed in the opposite direction and didn't stop to interview him about his
particular grievances, but the brief encounter crystallized for me a foreboding that the
financial crisis may trigger a new outbreak of anti-Semitism.*

Already there is growing anti-Semitism in both Europe and the United States over the collapse of
the Euro and the Dollar. The news has not reported this yet, but there are news articles describing the im-
minent collapse of the United States Dollar. The New York Post states:

The Dollar’s Danger
The ratings agency Fitch just cut Portugal's bond rating to AA- -- a clear sign that the
insolvency crisis that began in Greece is far from over. And don't think it's merely a
problem for the European Union. In fact, a debt-driven collapse of the dollar may be
closer than most Americans realize.

55 TIra Stoll, “Anti-Semitism and the Economic Crisis,” Wall Street Journal, Apr. 7, 2009, May 26, 2010
<http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123906114937094859.html>.
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Start by looking at the levels of deficits and debt that can trigger problems. The
"tipping point" we see in Greece (and the “contagion countries” on the edges of
Europe) occurs when debt exceeds 100 percent of the country's GDP. That's the
signal that a nation will be unable to pay its bills -- jeopardizing financial stability.
Now look at the impact of the increases on US spending and borrowing over the last
18 months: The_Congressional Budget Office predicts that deficit spending will drive
the federal debt to almost $19 trillion by 2015 -- nearly doubling US debt since the
TARP bailout was rolled out in late 2008.

Pre-TARP, gross federal debt was 70 percent of GDP. It's now estimated at about 90
percent of GDP. Add in the $1.6 trillion debt liability of Fannie Mae and Freddie
Mac, and we're already at that 100 percent debt-to-GDP tipping point. *°

Also the BBC is reporting:

How Sick is the Euro?
Having stepped away for a week I am struck by how quickly sentiment can unravel.
Sometimes the crisis with the euro appears like a raging torrent tearing away at cer-
tainty.
Over the past few months I and others have explored the flaws in the single currency,
but who would have imagined a German chancellor questioning the very survival of
the euro?
Or that a majority of Germans now, apparently, want the Deutsche Mark back. Or the
warning from Dominique Strauss-Kahn of the International Monetary Fund, that “the
whole world is watching... and is losing confidence in Europe”. Or Simon Schama
who cast his historian’s eye over the continent and discovered the “sinkhole that is
the eurozone”, forseeing a “lashing out at remote masters”. And the countless others
who say the European idea has lost its potency. It is, surely, Europe’s age of angst.
But to catch breath for a moment: How sick is the patient and why has the medicine
failed so far?
Firstly, Greece is not in danger of defaulting. For now. No one believes, however,
that this bail-out is anything but a short-term measure. Countless economists have
looked at the figures and reached the same conclusion. They cannot see how Greece
can grow its economy to the point where it can pay down its debts, let alone pay back
the loans from the other eurozone countries. The Greek crisis will come around
again.
Secondly, the massive one-trillion-dollar fund of loans and guarantees to help out
others in the eurozone. The figures are eye-watering. For a brief moment the world
was convinced. But this was a hastily put together package to satisfy the Monday
morning markets. What the fund did not do was to address the underlying problems.
Even Chancellor Merkel said “we’ve done no more than buy time for ourselves”.
So what are the fundamental problems? Europe has low growth and future prospects
are not much better. Yet within the monetary union they have to slash their deficits.
There are mounting fears that as Europe embraces austerity it will lead to a further
fall in growth. In a nutshell, Europe could be locked into a deflationary cycle, with

56 Scott S. Powell, “The Dollar’s Danger,” New York Post, Mar. 25, 2010, May 26, 2010,
<http://www.nypost.com/p/news/opinion/opedcolumnists/the dollar danger lul.7pTDXhM8RIKyzZNXFGkKN>.
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years of stagnation.”’

With everything weighing in the balance it is time to
pay attention to what the Bible says about the Antichrist. The
Antichrist will come on as a man of peace and also as a great
economic genius. One of his solutions will be the mark of the
beast with an embedded chip to do all your purchases. Molecu-
lar nanotechnology provides the ability for all of the aspects of
the mark of the beast.

The Bible tells us that you will not be able to buy or
sell anything without the mark of the beast. Nanotechnology
provides the world with tiny chip technology that can be inject- :
ed into the individual. This chip will have GPS so that they Bl

. . The Number of the Beast
know where you are at all times. Your account numbers includ- | <, 0 schermen. com/2011/ 1 is-euro-anti-christs.
ing credit cards, bank and etcetera will be embedded into the S06-currency himl
chip. An international banking system will be in place where this chip can be scanned by your bank and
all merchants. If you do not have this chip, buying food will become impossible. Money will be no
more!

11.3.2 Satan Deceived ' of the Angels in Heaven

Now Daniel describes the reign of the Antichrist on the earth, but in Revelation 12 we read how a
third of the stars are cast down to the earth. Now if Satan was able to convince a third of the angels in
heaven to follow him, what are our chances? Satan’s agents are continually trying to deceive you while
they are busy being deceived. How many Christians voted for an adulterer? How many Christians voted
for a murderer? This is because the deception is so strong and persuasive. Satan has perfected the art of
deception, and you are his target! The stars are one third of all of the angels in heaven are deceived by
Satan and are kicked out of heaven by the Lord. Now it stands to reason that these fallen angels are angry
at the true Christian for they know that the true Christian will have dominion over them. These are known
as demons or devils. Many people are actually possessed by these demons and they see that their only
hope is to commit suicide. These are the same demons that are fighting the true born-again Christian who
really believes that the Bible and all of its contents is true. Think for a moment about the amount of rage
that these demons who were expunged from heaven must have. Consider the anger that they have toward
the born-again Christian. They despise you and everything that you stand for. For they believe that the
born-again Christian has taken their place in heaven. They also believe that you have stolen their seat of
authority!

This is why Satan and his demons are continually trying to destroy the testimony of Jesus Christ,
the born-again Christian, and the preacher of righteousness. When you become born-again by repenting
of all of your sins and are filled with the Holy Ghost as spelled out in Peter’s first sermon in Acts 2:38
you have become the enemy of all of the demons that were cast out of heaven and of Satan himself. Is it
any wonder that Congress and the Senate are busy enacting laws to quench your free speech? They be-
long to Satan, thus they are doing everything to destroy the true Christian witness like throw the preacher
of righteousness in jail for hate crimes!

57 Gavin Hewitt, “How Sick is the Euro?,” BBC, May 24, 2010, May 26, 2010,
<http://www.bbc.co.uk/blogs/thereporters/gavinhewitt/>.
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11.3.3 Satan Attempts to Destroy the Church

When Christ was born Satan attempted to destroy Jesus as soon as he was born. When a person
repents, is baptized in the name of Jesus Christ, and receives the gift of the Holy Ghost Satan immediately
works on destroying the new saint. Satan immediately uses everything at his disposal to get the new saint
back into his camp. When I became saved I was told to go to a psychologist for I was no longer getting
drunk every night. After a while Satan used money to tempt me back into his camp. I was offered a tele-
vision ministry if I would just tone it down a bit. Several people offered me a lot of money for this min-
istry. Needless to say I refused for I knew that the ones offering the ministry were not Christians.

Satan is ready to gobble you up the moment you become born-again Christian. Satan does not
mind the weak wishy washy Christian who just goes along with the world, but if you stand up against all
of his wickedness be prepared for the fight of your life.

One night years ago I had a dream where I was looking at the bathroom mirror. Satan was staring
through the mirror at me and his fist came through the mirror at me shattering the mirror. The next morn -
ing I told my wife Rita that we are in for some hard times. A couple of days later the apartment house
caught fire! If you are a true born-again Christian, Satan wants you out of the way.

11.4 The Heavenly Birth of Jesus Christ

Revelation 12:5-6

And she brought forth a man child, who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron: and her child was
caught up unto God, and ?o his throne.

6 And the woman fled into the wilderness, where she hath a place prepared of God, that they should feed
her there a thousand two hundred and threescore days.

When Jesus and the saints win the war against Satan and his Antichrist the saints will be put in
charge of all of the nations of the world. The nations will be ruled for a thousand years with a rod of iron
by Jesus Christ and the saints. As with the birth of Christ on the earth, the women fled into the wilderness
just like Mary and Joseph fled to Egypt. The woman and the child were fed for 3 years just like Elijah
was fed by Phoenician widow. Mary and Joseph were given gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh which
provided for their exile in Egypt.

God always has everything worked out to his perfect timing. There is a saying that the Army
takes care of its own; well God really does take care of his saints. When the world will have to receive
the mark of the beast just to buy food, the saints will be provided for by the Lord Jesus Christ. During the
tribulation the saints will have to totally depend on the Lord Jesus Christ for their survival. Everything is
going to be taken care of by God!

11.5 The War in Heaven

Revelation 12:7-8

And there was war in heaven: Michael and his angels fought against the dragon; and the dragon fought
and his angels,

8 And prevailed not; neither was their place found any more in heaven.

Presently Satan still has access to heaven where he accuses every tiny failure of the saints to God.
Satan has always accused the saints to the Lord. (Rev. 12:10) The end of Satan’s access to heaven will
cause him to seek revenge for his demise. At the end of Heaven’s war Satan and all of his angels are cast
out of heaven to the earth.
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11.6 God’s Victory in Heaven

Revelation 12:9-11

And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the
whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him.

10 And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of
our God, and the power of his Christ: for the accuser of our brethren is cast down, which accused them
before our God day and night.

11 And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; and they loved
not their lives unto the death.

At the end of the war Satan along with all of his angels is cast out of heaven. Isaiah asks, “How
art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning?”

Isaiah 14:9-17

Hell from beneath is moved for thee to meet thee at thy coming: it stirreth up the dead for thee, even all
the chief ones of the earth; it hath raised up from their thrones all the kings of the nations.

10 All they shall speak and say unto thee, Art thou also become weak as we? art thou become like unto
us?

11 Thy pomp is brought down to the grave, and the noise of thy viols: the worm is spread under thee, and
the worms cover thee.

12 How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! /Aow art thou cut down to the ground,
which didst weaken the nations!

13 For thou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of
God: I will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north:

14 I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will be like the most High.

15 Yet thou shalt be brought down to hell, to the sides of the pit.

16 They that see thee shall narrowly look upon thee, and consider thee, saying, Is this the man that made
the earth to tremble, that did shake kingdom:s;

17 That made the world as a wilderness, and destroyed the cities thereof; that opened not the house of his
prisoners?

Satan, the false accuser of the saints, who accused the saints before God day and night, is no
longer allowed access to heaven after he is expunged. Previously we read how Satan had '3 of all of the
angels in heaven fighting on his side. Can you believe the deceptive force of Satan being able to cajole
and connive % of all of the angels in heaven? The strength of his deception is awesome! He was able to
convince these angels who lived in heaven that he had the strength to topple God and set his throne above
God’s. Is it any wonder that those who use Satan’s tactics are elected to the government? Is it any won-
der that Barack Obama was able to deceive a nation to get himself elected president?

Only by the power of the blood of Jesus Christ were the saints able to overcome the deceptions of
Satan. Only by the power of the Holy Ghost are we able to overcome all of the temptation and deceptions
that are hurled at us. Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Beside him there is no other force in
heaven or on the earth capable of overcoming Satan’s power of deception. When you receive the Holy
Ghost you receive Jesus Christ as part of you.

Colossians 1:27
To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles;
which is Christ in you, the hope of glory:

Now Job is supposed to be the oldest book in the Bible and it shows how Satan is the accuser of
God’s saints.
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Job 1:6-22

Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the LORD, and Satan
came also among them.

7 And the LORD said unto Satan, Whence comest thou? Then Satan answered the LORD, and said, From
going to and fro in the earth, and from walking up and down in it.

8 And the LORD said unto Satan, Hast thou considered my servant Job, that there is none like him in the
earth, a perfect and an upright man, one that feareth God, and escheweth evil?

9 Then Satan answered the LORD, and said, Doth Job fear God for nought?

10 Hast not thou made an hedge about him, and about his house, and about all that he hath on every side?
thou hast blessed the work of his hands, and his substance is increased in the land.

11 But put forth thine hand now, and touch all that he hath, and he will curse thee to thy face.

12 And the LORD said unto Satan, Behold, all that he hath is in thy power; only upon himself put not
forth thine hand. So Satan went forth from the presence of the LORD.

13 9And there was a day when his sons and his daughters were eating and drinking wine in their eldest
brother’s house:

14 And there came a messenger unto Job, and said, The oxen were plowing, and the asses feeding beside
them:

15 And the Sabeans fell upon them, and took them away; yea, they have slain the servants with the edge
of the sword; and I only am escaped alone to tell thee.

16 While he was yet speaking, there came also another, and said, The fire of God is fallen from heaven,
and hath burned up the sheep, and the servants, and consumed them; and I only am escaped alone to tell
thee.

17 While he was yet speaking, there came also another, and said, The Chaldeans made out three bands,
and fell upon the camels, and have carried them away, yea, and slain the servants with the edge of the
sword; and I only am escaped alone to tell thee.

18 While he was yet speaking, there came also another, and said, Thy sons and thy daughters were eating
and drinking wine in their eldest brother's house:

19 And, behold, there came a great wind from the wilderness, and smote the four corners of the house,
and it fell upon the young men, and they are dead; and I only am escaped alone to tell thee.

20 Then Job arose, and rent his mantle, and shaved his head, and fell down upon the ground, and
worshipped,

21 And said, Naked came I out of my mother’s womb, and naked shall I return thither: the LORD gave,
and the LORD hath taken away; blessed be the name of the LORD.

22 In all this Job sinned not, nor charged God foolishly.

Here we see how Satan is continually suggesting various methods to God to cause us to sin. Sa-
tan never gives up on trying to make the Christian fail and fall from grace. You must realize as Satan’s
enemy he uses every tool at his disposal to destroy you and your witness. The only hope that you have
from this constant assault is prayer and the continual infilling of the Holy Ghost. Without Christ as part
of you and continual growth in the Lord you will find yourself slipping and falling from grace. You are
either growing in the Lord or sliding backward. There is no stagnation or standing still in the Lord’s
Army. If you are not growing in the power of the Lord, Satan has a hold on you and is causing you to
slide down into the pit with him.

After Job withstood this temptation Satan came again to the Lord asking the Lord for permission
to hurt Job. As Job grew in the Lord the temptation became stronger. It is the same with you for as you
grow in Jesus Christ the wickedness and cruelty of Satan’s attack becomes stronger. Only by the power
of the blood and the Holy Ghost will you be able to withstand the Satan’s onslaught. Even if you find
yourself slipping in your spiritual growth Satan still increases the temptations until he thinks that you are
too weak to ask for forgiveness and repent of your sin. In whatever case you are, Jesus Christ is your an-
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swer. You do not have the strength to fight Satan and his demons. Why do you think that there is such a
huge dependency on tobacco, drugs, and etcetera. Why do you think that there is a greater instance of de-
pression with the medical profession prescribing more dope for the patient. The time is drawing closer to
when we will see all of the prophecies in Revelation coming to fruition and Satan is upping the ante. We
need the spiritual strength of Job and the Apostles to survive the onslaught.

11.7 Satan’s Revenge

Revelation 12:12-17

Therefore rejoice, ye heavens, and ye that dwell in them. Woe to the inhabiters of the earth and of the
sea! for the devil is come down unto you, having great wrath, because he knoweth that he hath but a short
time.

13 And when the dragon saw that he was cast unto the earth, he persecuted the woman which brought
forth the man child.

14 And to the woman were given two wings of a great eagle, that she might fly into the wilderness, into
her place, where she is nourished for a time, and times, and half a time, from the face of the serpent.

15 And the serpent cast out of his mouth water as a flood after the woman, that he might cause her to be
carried away of the flood.

16 And the earth helped the woman, and the earth opened her mouth, and swallowed up the flood which
the dragon cast out of his mouth.

17 And the dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make war with the remnant of her seed, which
keep the commandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ.

When Satan is finally cast out of heaven with his demons, the world’s inhabitants are in serious
trouble. I assume that this happens after the rapture since previously stated is the fact that Satan was de -
feated by the saints who were covered by the blood of the Lamb. For they aided in Satan’s demise fear-
ing nothing even death. Since this is taking place in heaven I can only assume that the death is a total
death and not just a passing away like here on earth. These saints who are fighting alongside Michael and
his angels are fearless commandos!

This means that the tribulation saints are on the earth to suffer Satan’s wrath! These saints of the
Lord who become disciples of the two prophets and the 144,000 Hebrew saints are the main targets of Sa-
tan’s wrath. These are the saints who cry, “How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge and
avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth?” (Rev. 6:10) The Saints who are raptured before Sa-
tan is cast down to the earth do not ask for the wicked to be judged. The saints who are raptured will not
seek to be avenged of the wrongs done to them. As the wickedness of the world increases along with de -
monic activity the pressure on the saints of God increases proportionally.

Until the sounding of the seventh trumpet, Satan has access to heaven. When the seventh trumpet
sounds, Satan is banished from heaven and cast down to the earth. This war has been going on ever since
the time that Satan attempted to usurp the throne of heaven. The final victory is during the great tribula-
tion when the Lord, angels, and raptured saints overcome Satan and his angels. Satan is finally expunged
from heaven with all of his demons.

The view that is in Revelation 12 shows that what we consider time and sequence of events is not
the same in the spirit world. For in the spirit world Satan has been in war against God and his angels
since before the world, the solar system, and our whole universe was created. What we consider the fu-
ture has already happened and what we consider the past has yet to happen. I realize that many of you
might have a hard time grasping this concept, but try to imagine a universe where there in no time and
just now with all events happening simultaneously. This helps us understand King Solomon’s description
in Ecclesiastes 1.
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Ecclesiastes 1:9-11

The thing that hath been, it is that which shall be; and that which is done is that which shall be done: and
there is no new thing under the sun.

10 Is there any thing whereof it may be said, See, this is new? it hath been already of old time, which was
before us.

11 There is no remembrance of former things; neither shall there be any remembrance of things that are to
come with those that shall come after.

Solomon was trying to show us a universe that is without time. There cannot be anything new for
in heaven it has already happened and what has happened in the past is yet to come. Though Solomon
was the most brilliant man to understand such concepts, trying to explain them to others is difficult.

Another point of this concept is to realize that Jesus Christ was slain from the foundation of the
world. (Rev. 13:8) We need to know that with God everything is as it should be. Matthew Henry in his
commentary states:

Two things we are apt to take a great deal of pleasure and satisfaction in, and
value ourselves upon, with reference to our business and enjoyments in the world, as
if they helped to save them from vanity. Solomon shows us our mistake in both.

1. The novelty of the invention, that it is such as was never known before.
How grateful is it to think that none ever made such advances in knowledge, and
such discoveries by it, as we, that none ever made such improvements of an estate or
trade, and had the art of enjoying the gains of it, as we have. Their contrivances and
compositions are all despised and run down, and we boast of new fashions, new
hypotheses, new methods, new expressions, which jostle out the old, and put them
down. But this is all a mistake: The thing that is, and shall be, is the same with that
which has been, and that which shall be done will be but the same with that which is
done, for there is no new thing under the sun, 9. It is repeated (_10) by way of
question, is there any thing of which it may be said, with wonder, See, this is new;
there never was the like? It is an appeal to observing men, and a challenge to those
that cry up modern learning above that of the ancients. Let them name any thing
which they take to be new, and though perhaps we cannot make it to appear, for want
of the records of former times, yet we have reason to conclude that it has been
already of old time, which was before us. What is there in the kingdom of nature of
which we may say, This is new? The works were finished from the foundation of the
world (Heb. iv. 3); things which appear new to us, as they do to children, are not so
in themselves. The heavens were of old; the earth abides for ever; the powers of
nature and the links of natural causes are still the same that ever they were. In the
kingdom of Providence, though the course and method of it have not such known and
certain rules as that of nature, nor does it go always in the same track, yet, in the
general, it is still the same thing over and over again. Men’s hearts, and the
corruptions of them, are still the same; their desires, and pursuits, and complaints, are
still the same; and what God does in his dealings with men is according to the
scripture, according to the manner, so that it is all repetition. What is surprising to us
needs not be so, for there has been the like, the like strange advancements and
disappointments, the like strange revolutions and sudden turns, sudden turns of
affairs; the miseries of human life have always been much the same, and mankind
tread a perpetual round, and, as the sun and wind, are but where they were. Now the
design of this is, (1.) To show the folly of the children of men in affecting things that
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are new, in imagining that they have discovered such things, and in pleasing and
priding themselves in them. We are apt to nauseate old things, and to grow weary of
what we have been long used to, as Israel of the manna, and covet, with the
Athenians, still to tell and hear of some new thing, and admire this and the other as
new, whereas it is all what has been. Tatianus the Assyrian, showing the Grecians
how all the arts which they valued themselves upon owed their original to those
nations which they counted barbarous, thus reasons with them: “For shame, do not
call those things eureseis--inventions, which are but mimeseis--imitations.” (2.) To
take us off from expecting happiness or satisfaction in the creature. Why should we
look for it there, where never any yet have found it? What reason have we to think
that the world should be any kinder to us than it has been to those that have gone
before us, since there is nothing in it that is new, and our predecessors have made as
much of it as could be made? Your fathers did eat manna, and yet they are dead.
See John viii. 8, 9; vi. 49. (3.) To quicken us to secure spiritual and eternal blessings.
If we would be entertained with new things, we must acquaint ourselves with the
things of God, get a new nature; then old things pass away, and all things become
new, 2 Cor. v. 17. The gospel puts a new song into our mouths. In heaven all is new
(Rev. xxi. 5), all new at first, wholly unlike the present state of things, a new world
indeed (Luke xx. 35), and all new to eternity, always fresh, always flourishing. This
consideration should make us willing to die, that in this world there is nothing but the
same over and over again, and we can expect nothing from it more or better than we
have had.

2. The memorableness of the achievement, that it is such as will be known and
talked of hereafter. Many think they have found satisfaction enough in this, that their
names shall be perpetuated, that posterity will celebrate the actions they have
performed, the honours they have won, and the estates they have raised, that their
houses shall continue for ever (Ps. xlix. 11); but herein they deceive themselves.
How many former things and persons were there, which in their day looked very
great and made a mighty figure, and yet there is no remembrance of them; they are
buried in oblivion. Here and there one person or action that was remarkable met with
a kind historian, and had the good hap to be recorded, when at the same time there
were others, no less remarkable, that were dropped: and therefore we may conclude
that neither shall there be any remembrance of things to come, but that which we
hope to be remembered by will be either lost or slighted.™

Matthew Henry truly showed his brilliance and understanding of the scriptures and magnitude of
the spirit world. Though he was writing this while the United States were still thirteen colonies in the ear -
ly seventeen hundreds he had an inkling of how heaven will be.

Revelation 12 shows us the ongoing battle between good and evil. This battle is raging in heaven
and earth simultaneously. Though Christ was slain from the foundation of the world, we saw it 2000
years ago. This is because we are in a universe where time is paramount to our being.

58 Matthew Henry, Matthew Henry’s Commentary, 1708-1710, Xiphos Bible Study Tool, Sword Module MHC
Version 1.6, Mar. 25, 2010, May 22, 2010 <http://xiphos.org/>.

141


http://xiphos.org/
file:///passagestudy.jsp%3Faction=showRef&type=scripRef&value=Ps+49%3A11&module=
file:///passagestudy.jsp%3Faction=showRef&type=scripRef&value=Ps+49%3A11&module=
file:///passagestudy.jsp%3Faction=showRef&type=scripRef&value=Lu+20%3A35&module=
file:///passagestudy.jsp%3Faction=showRef&type=scripRef&value=Re+21%3A5&module=
file:///passagestudy.jsp%3Faction=showRef&type=scripRef&value=2Co+5%3A17&module=
file:///passagestudy.jsp%3Faction=showRef&type=scripRef&value=Joh+8%3A8%2C9%2CJoh+6%3A49&module=

Prophecy: “The Bible’s Message for Today”

12 The Antichrist

World leaders who promoted a one world government or new world order

he above montage depicts some of the world leaders who have attempted to create a one world gov-

ernment by lies and deceptions. The various leaders depicted in the image are not the only leaders
who have sought or are seeking for total world domination by the Antichrist. Politicians as a class use
lies, deceptions, along with all of Satan’s wicked tools to get themselves elected to power. Their only
goal is to rule others and trample on our God-given liberties. We all know that Hitler, Mao Zedong, and
Stalin were butchers, but did you know that Franklin Roosevelt made his own concentration camps for
American citizens of Japanese heritage?® Did you know that about 175,000 were arrested just for speak-
ing out against President Wilson’s policies?®® Both of the Bush Presidents, Nixon, Carter, Clinton, and
Obama are pushing for a new world order which is now coming to fruition.* The UN and the world’s
leaders are all pushing for the rise of the Antichrist. They may pose as Christian to get your vote, but in
reality their true master is Satan. They may point the finger at each other, blaming each other for whatev -
er, but in reality their goal is all the same.

Whether you live in America, Europe, or Asia, it is always hard to think of your political leaders
as Satan’s agents. As Christians we need to realize that all of the nations of the World are pushing for a
new world order where Satan and his Antichrist are in charge. The deception and lies are strong, but as
Christians we need to keep our eyes open and our thoughts on Jesus Christ.

To understand Bible prophecy and what is happening today you need a thorough understanding of
Daniel. We are standing on the verge of the initiation and rise of the Antichrist. When I first wrote this in

59 “Japanese American Internment,” Wikipedia, May 30, 2010,
<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Japanese American_internment>.
60 “Woodrow Wilson: America’s Worst and First Fascist President,” May 28, 2008, May 30, 2010

<http://conservativecolloquium.wordpress.com/2008/05/29/woodrow-wilson-americas-worst-and-first-fascist-

president/>.
61 “Obama’s New World Order Plans Revealed,” Jan 21, 2009, May 30, 2010

<http://www.prisonplanet.com/obamas-new-world-order-plans-revealed.html>.
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1993 the majority of Internet usage was dial-up and very few people had access to anything of higher
speed. Most people were using what was called at the time bulletin boards (BBS) like Sears Prodigy.
Now (2009) we have access to the world where we do our shopping, banking, and numerous other activi-
ties on the World Wide Web. With the Election of Barack Obama and his current activities as president,
we are on the threshold of the rise of the Antichrist. In the past 6 months of his presidency he has taken
over some banks, GM, and Chrysler. He is cozying up to Iran and radical Islamic states that are looking
to destroy Israel. If this is not the behavior of the rise of the Antichrist, I do not know what is. I will not
say at this time that Barack Hussein Obama is the Antichrist, but he certainly has the spirit of the An-
tichrist. He is anti-Christian, anti-Israel, anti-Jew, anti-business, anti-constitution, and is attempting to
initiate a global currency along with a new world order. He is also is starting a civilian national security
force that will be as strong as the current total of the American Military. Will these be his equivalent of
Hitler’s Nazi SS?

Every dictatorship requires a politically motivated military arm. Hitler created the
Schutzstaffel (SS), Mussolini had his Milizia Volontaria per la Sicurezza Nazionale
(National Security Volunteer Militia), Stalin had the Narodnyy Komissariat
Vnutrennikh Del (NKVD), or People’s Commissariat for Internal Affairs, and
Obama-run America may one day have something called the “Civilian National
Security Force.”®

details about the rise and fall of the Antichrist
and the abomination referenced in Matthew
24. These chapters are crucial to our un-
derstanding of Revelation. Daniel also de- *
scribes to us approximately when these events
will come to pass.
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As we learned in Section 11.3.7

Daniel 7 tells about the Antichrist along with
. his attributes. Daniel describes him as dread-
ful and devious, devouring everything and ev-
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with your rights that are guaranteed in the Constitution of the United States.

The present administration along with all progressives believe that they know what is best for you. They
believe that the government knows what is best for all aspects of your life. This is exactly how the An-
tichrist will come to power. There will be a worldwide financial crisis that the Antichrist will use to get

62 “Obama’s Civilian National Security Force (Schutzstaffel),” The Freedom Factory, Oct 31, 2008, May 30, 2010,

<http://thefreedomfactory.us/obamas-civilian-national-security-force-schutzstaffel/>.
63 Noel Sheppard, “Joe the Plumber Calls Obama’s Tax Plan Socialist, Sawyer Defends It,” News Busters, Oct 16,

2008, May 30, 2010, <http://newsbusters.org/blogs/noel-sheppard/2008/10/16/joe-plumber-calls-obamas-tax-
plan-socialist-sawyer-defends-it>.
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into power. Anybody who gets in his way will be crushed and the world will worship him just like they
are presently doing with Barack Obama!

12.1 Daniel 8

Daniel 8 describes Alexander the Great and the Grecian kingdom and the split up after his death.
Then it describes the Antichrist and the abomination in the temple. Whereas Matthew 24 tells you to
watch out for the abomination, you need to study Daniel and learn the importance of both the study of
history and the study of prophecy to understand what is coming and how it will come to pass.

When reading Daniel 8 look for the abomination. Also realize that the temple must be rebuilt on
the temple mount so that the abomination can take place. All of this is going to happen in a very short
time. We are seeing the pace accelerating and the world is worshiping the president while creating laws
against the free speech of pastors and Christians.* At the same time they are praising the abortionists, ho-
mosexuals, adulterers, fornicators, and the wickedness of modern-day Sodom and Gomorrah. Need I say
that we are living in the day of prophecy.

12.1.1 Vision During the 3™ Year of Belshazzar

Daniel 8:1-2

In the third year of the reign of king Belshazzar a vision appeared unto me, even unto me Daniel, after
that which appeared unto me at the first.

2 And I saw in a vision; and it came to pass, when I saw, that [ was at Shushan in the palace, which is in
the province of Elam; and I saw in a vision, and I was by the river of Ulai.

An important thing to note is that Belshazzar is the last king of Babylon for he was the one who
saw the writing on the wall and the Persians conquered Babylon that same night executing him. (Daniel
5:1-31)

Now before the takeover of Babylon by the Persian Empire Daniel saw himself in the Persian
palace. This is the same palace mentioned in Esther where Esther is the queen of Persia.

12.1.2 Persian Empire — Ram with 2 Horns

Daniel 8:3-4

Then I lifted up mine eyes, and saw, and, behold, there stood before the river a ram which had two horns:
and the two horns were high; but one was higher than the other, and the higher came up last.

4 1 saw the ram pushing westward, and northward, and southward; so that no beasts might stand before
him, neither was there any that could deliver out of his hand; but he did according to his will, and became
great.

As mentioned in Daniel 5 Belshazzar was executed by Darius the Mede who sneaked into Baby-
lon while Belshazzar was having his great party. The Babylonians were totally caught by surprise and
were basically conquered without a shot being fired. Esther states that the Persian Empire extended from
India to Ethiopia in Africa. It seems that whenever the world is celebrating their wickedness that God has
already planned their demise. When Babylon was feasting and celebrating their idolatry and wickedness
with the stolen utensils from the temple, the Persian army was already tunneling under the wall of Baby-
lon. The Persian Empire lasted until 330BC when Alexander the Great walked into Babylon.® Just as

64 Jay Baggett, “Protesting pastors jailed — signs wider than torsos,” World Net Daily, Jun 30, 2007, May 30, 2010,

<http://www.wnd.com/?pageld=42359>.
65 Richard Hooker, “Mesopotamia and the Persians,” Jun 6,1999, Jun 5, 2010,
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Belshazzar was eating and drinking and not paying attention to what was going on around him, the world
today is in the same condition. Look at Paul’s admonition to the Thessalonians.

1 Thessalonians 5:1-11

But of the times and the seasons, brethren, ye have no need that I write unto you.

2 For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night.

3 For when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as travail upon a
woman with child; and they shall not escape.

4 But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that day should overtake you as a thief.

5 Ye are all the children of light, and the children of the day: we are not of the night, nor of darkness.

6 Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be sober.

7 For they that sleep sleep in the night; and they that be drunken are drunken in the night.

8 But let us, who are of the day, be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and love; and for an helmet,
the hope of salvation.

9 For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ,

10 Who died for us, that, whether we wake or sleep, we should live together with him.

11 Wherefore comfort yourselves together, and edify one another, even as also ye do.

Just as Belshazzar thought there was peace and safety in his palace, the world and their politicians
are also claiming the same. They do not know that sudden destruction stands at the threshold of their
door. They are not prepared for the fulfillment of prophecy for they believe that the born-again Christian
is a fruitcake and a nut. They think that the Bible is for women and fools. But just as Belshazzar proved
to be the real fool, the people who do not believe the Bible will prove to be the real fools.

Also, when you read the 9/11 Commission Report, the report
repeatedly indicates that radical Islam has been at war with all infidels
which includes anyone who is not a Muslim. The following excerpt
from the report shows what [ mean.

In February 1998, the 40-year-old Saudi exile Usama Bin
Ladin and a fugitive Egyptian physician,Ayman al Zawahiri,
arranged from their Afghan headquarters for an Arabic
newspaper in London to publish what they termed a fatwa
issued in the name of a “World Islamic Front.” A fatwa is
normally an interpretation of Islamic law by a respected
Islamic authority,but neither Bin Ladin, Zawahiri, nor the
three others who signed this statement were scholars of :
Islamic law. Claiming that America had declared war against September 11, 2001
God and his messenger, they called for the murder of any
American, anywhere on earth, as the “individual duty for every Muslim who can do it
in any country in which it is possible to do it.”’1

Three months later, when interviewed in Afghanistan by ABC-TV, Bin Ladin
enlarged on these themes.2 He claimed it was more important for Muslims to kill
Americans than to kill other infidels.“It is far better for anyone to kill a single
American soldier than to squander his efforts on other activities,” he said. Asked
whether he approved of terrorism and of attacks on civilians, he replied:“We believe
that the worst thieves in the world today and the worst terrorists are the Americans.
Nothing could stop you except perhaps retaliation in kind. We do not have to
differentiate between military or civilian. As far as we are concerned, they are all

<http://wsu.edu/~dee/MESO/PERSTANS.HTM>.
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targets.”

Though novel for its open endorsement of indiscriminate killing, Bin Ladin’s 1998
declaration was only the latest in the long series of his public and private calls since
1992 that singled out the United States for attack.

In August 1996, Bin Ladin had issued his own self-styled fatwa calling on Muslims
to drive American soldiers out of Saudi Arabia. The long, disjointed document
condemned the Saudi monarchy for allowing the presence of an army of infidels in a
land with the sites most sacred to Islam, and celebrated recent suicide bombings of
American military facilities in the Kingdom. It praised the 1983 suicide bombing in
Beirut that killed 241 U.S. Marines, the 1992 bombing in Aden, and especially the
1993 firefight in Somalia after which the United States “left the area carrying
disappointment, humiliation, defeat and your dead with you.”3

Bin Ladin said in his ABC interview that he and his followers had been preparing in
Somalia for another long struggle, like that against the Soviets in Afghanistan, but
“the United States rushed out of Somalia in shame and disgrace.” Citing the Soviet
army’s withdrawal from Afghanistan as proof that a ragged army of dedicated
Muslims could overcome a superpower, he told the interviewer: “We are certain that
we shall — with the grace of Allah — prevail over the Americans.” He went on to
warn that “If the present injustice continues . . . , it will inevitably move the battle to
American soil.”s

Plans to attack the United States were developed with unwavering single mindedness
throughout the 1990s. Bin Ladin saw himself as called “to follow in the footsteps of
the Messenger and to communicate his message to all nations,”s and to serve as the

world to Islam.%

rallying point and organizer of a new kind of war to destroy America and bring the

Mahmoud Ahmadinejad
Oct. 26, 2005

This was the second attack on the World Trade Center, the first be-
ing a bombing on February 26, 1993 by the same group of radical Islam-
ics.”” While Jimmy Carter was President Iran held 52 US Embassy person-
nel captive from November 4, 1979 to January 20, 1981.°® As you can see
radical Islam has been at war with us for some time while the Washington
politicians tried to make it a criminal offense. The only president who stood

. his ground against radical Islam was Ronald Reagan. Iran released the
hostages on the day Reagan was sworn into office. They were afraid that he

would totally annihilate them with a nuclear strike!

The current president of Iran has been threatening to wipe Israel off
of the face of the earth, and has repeatedly condemned the United States.
Iran is currently working on a nuclear missile program that would bring Ar-
mageddon to fruition. Our current President Barack Obama wants to nego-
tiate with this scoundrel who is doing everything possible to fight a guerrilla

66 United States, National Commission on Terrorist Attacks Upon the United States, 9/11 Commission Report,
(Washington: US Government Printing Office) 47-48.

67 “1993 World Trade Center Bombing,” Wikipedia, Jun 6, 2010,
<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1993 World Trade Center bombing>.

68 “Iran Hostage Crisis,” Wikipedia, Jun 6, 2010, <http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iran hostage crisis>.
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war against the United States and Israel by funding the radical Islamic community. Iran is definitely a
major player in Revelation and The Battle of Armageddon.

It is my belief that the Iranians and all of the other Muslim nations dream of recreating the
Caliphate Empire that extended from India to Spain. This empire lasted from 622 AD to 1500 AD. The
Iranian leaders are doing their best to remake the Caliphate Empire which will cover the whole world.
This Caliphate Empire is depicted on an old map.

The Caliphate in 750 from te Historical Atlas by William R. Shepherd, 1926

This belief not only is my own, but is also shown in the Wikipedia article below.

Islamist call

A number of Islamist political parties and Islamist guerrilla groups have called for the
restoration of the caliphate by uniting Muslim nations, either through political action
(e.g., Hizb ut-Tahrir) or through force (e.g., al-Qaeda).[39] Various Islamist
movements have gained momentum in recent years with the ultimate aim of
establishing a Caliphate; however, they differ in their methodology and approach.
Some are locally-oriented, mainstream political parties that have no apparent
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transnational objectives.

Pioneer Islamist Abul Ala Maududi believed the caliph was not just an individual
ruler who had to be restored, but was man's representation of God's authority on
earth:

Khilafa means representative. Man, according to Islam, is the representative of
“people,” His (God’s) viceregent; that is to say, by virtue of the powers delegated to
him, and within the limits prescribed by the Qu’ran and the teaching of the prophet,
the caliph is required to exercise Divine authority.[40]

The Muslim Brotherhood advocates pan-Islamic unity and implementing Islamic law,
it is the largest and most influential Islamic group in the world, and its offshoots form
the largest opposition parties in most Arab governments.[41] Founder Hassan al-
Banna wrote about the restoration of the Caliphate.[42]

One of the clearly stated goals of the radical Islamist group al-Qaeda is the re-
establishment of a caliphate.[43] Bin Laden has called for Muslims to “establish the
righteous caliphate of our umma.”[44] Al Qaeda recently named its Internet newscast
from Iraq “The Voice of the Caliphate.”[45]

According to author Lawrence Wright, Ayman al-Zawahiri, an active member of the
Muslim Brotherhood, sought to restore the caliphate, the rule of Islamic clerics,
which had formally ended in 1924 following the dissolution of the Ottoman Empire
but which had not exercised real power since the thirteenth century. Once caliphate
was established, Zawahiri believed, Egypt would become a rallying point for the rest
of the Islamic world, leading the jihad against the West. “Then history would make a
new turn, God willing,” Zawabhiri later wrote, “in the opposite direction against the
empire of the United States and the world’s Jewish government.”[46]%

As you can see there is a move afoot by Muslim leaders and Barack Obama to institute a new

Caliph Empire where Sharia Law will be instituted worldwide along with the destruction of Israel.
makes the United States an enemy of Israel and an enemy of God!

Barack Obama Advisor Says Sharia Law is Misunderstood
Miss Mogahed, appointed to the President’s Council on Faith-Based and

Neighbourhood Partnerships, said the Western view of Sharia was “oversimplified”
and the majority of women around the world associate it with “gender justice”.

The White House adviser made the remarks on a London-based TV discussion
programme hosted by Ibtihal Bsis, a member of the extremist Hizb ut Tahrir party.
The group believes in the non-violent destruction of Western democracy and the
creation of an Islamic state under Sharia Law across the world.

Miss Mogahed appeared alongside Hizb ut Tahrir’s national women'’s officer,
Nazreen Nawaz.

During the 45-minute discussion, on the Islam Channel programme Muslimah
Dilemma earlier this week, the two members of the group made repeated attacks on

secular “man-made law” and the West’s “lethal cocktail of liberty and capitalism”.”

69 “Caliphate,” Wikipedia, Jun 6, 2010, <http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Caliphate>.
70 Andrew Gilligan and Alex Spillius, “Barack Obama adviser says Sharia Law is misunderstood,” London
Telegraph, Oct 8, 2009, Jun 6, 2010,

<http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/northamerica/usa/barackobama/6274387/Obama-adviser-says-
Sharia-I aw-is-misunderstood.html>.
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We have become a country that has totally turned its back on God and has chosen to support all of
the wicked of the world. We now support the radical Islamist who believe that there is male and female in
heaven and if they commit suicide by strapping a bomb on themselves that they will have 70 virgins for
all eternity. This belief is totally contrary to what the Bible teaches.

Luke 20:27-38

YThen came to him certain of the Sadducees, which deny that there is any resurrection; and they asked
him,

28 Saying, Master, Moses wrote unto us, If any man’s brother die, having a wife, and he die without
children, that his brother should take his wife, and raise up seed unto his brother.

29 There were therefore seven brethren: and the first took a wife, and died without children.

30 And the second took her to wife, and he died childless.

31 And the third took her; and in like manner the seven also: and they left no children, and died.

32 Last of all the woman died also.

33 Therefore in the resurrection whose wife of them is she? for seven had her to wife.

34 And Jesus answering said unto them, The children of this world marry, and are given in marriage:

35 But they which shall be accounted worthy to obtain that world, and the resurrection from the dead,
neither marry, nor are given in marriage:

36 Neither can they die any more: for they are equal unto the angels; and are the children of God, being
the children of the resurrection.

37 Now that the dead are raised, even Moses shewed at the bush, when he calleth the Lord the God of
Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.

38 For he is not a God of the dead, but of the living: for all live unto him.

Thus with absurd beliefs that you will have either wives or husbands in heaven is a religion gen-
erated by Satan. Any religion based on the belief that a man will have 70 virgins in heaven if he dies in a
holy war is a religion of lasciviousness, the same as idolatry. The Muslim leadership wants to utterly de-
stroy Jews and Israel just like Adolf Hitler!

12.1.3 Grecian Empire — Goat With 1 Horn

Daniel 8:5-8

And as I was considering, behold, an he goat came from the west on the face of the whole earth, and
touched not the ground: and the goat had a notable horn between his eyes.

6 And he came to the ram that had two horns, which I had seen standing before the river, and ran unto him
in the fury of his power.

7 And I saw him come close unto the ram, and he was moved with choler against him, and smote the ram,
and brake his two horns: and there was no power in the ram to stand before him, but he cast him down to
the ground, and stamped upon him: and there was none that could deliver the ram out of his hand.

8 Therefore the he goat waxed very great: and when he was strong, the great horn was broken; and for it
came up four notable ones toward the four winds of heaven.

Alexander the Great’s campaign against Persia was a tactic of his military genius. Internal in-
fighting in his empire led to the division of it into four kingdoms after his death in June 323 BC.
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Macedonian Empire of Alexander the Great
<http.//en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:MacedonEmpire.jpg>

Seleucid Empire

Asia Minor and Middle East

o This Empire became known as the Parthian Empire when Parthia revolted against the
Seleucids in 250 BC. The Romans were not able to conquer the Parthians and Israel
at the time of Christ was the border.

Antigonid Empire
Attalid Empire
Ptolemy Empire

Macedonia and part of Greece

Asia Minor

Egypt

The three empires that resided around the Mediterranean Sea were eventually conquered by
Rome. The Antigonid Empire attacked Rome in the 3rd Macedonian War eventually fell to Rome. Thus
the little horn could be said to have risen from the Grecian Empire. Another aspect is that western civi-
lization traces its heritage of democracy to the ancient Greeks. Roman culture of the Roman Senate and a
republic ruled by law all came from the Greeks.

Knowing the history of the world helps tremendously in being able to understand Biblical
prophecy. The Old Testament describes history from Israel’s point of view. From the time Judah was
conquered by Nebuchadnezzar Israel was always under the reign of someone else until 1948 when Israel
became a nation once again.
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12.1.4 The Antichrist — The Little Horn

Daniel 8:9-15

And out of one of them came forth a little horn, which waxed exceeding great, toward the south, and
toward the east, and toward the pleasant /and.

10 And it waxed great, even to the host of heaven; and it cast down some of the host and of the stars to the
ground, and stamped upon them.

11 Yea, he magnified himself even to the prince of the host, and by him the daily sacrifice was taken
away, and the place of his sanctuary was cast down.

12 And an host was given him against the daily sacrifice by reason of transgression, and it cast down the
truth to the ground; and it practiced, and prospered.

13 Then I heard one saint speaking, and another saint said unto that certain saint which spake, How long
shall be the vision concerning the daily sacrifice, and the transgression of desolation, to give both the
sanctuary and the host to be trodden under foot?

14 And he said unto me, Unto two thousand and three hundred days; then shall the sanctuary be cleansed.
15 And it came to pass, when I, even I Daniel, had seen the vision, and sought for the meaning, then,
behold, there stood before me as the appearance of a man.

In verse 9 it seems to allude that the Antichrist will come from south eastern ancient Judah. Thus
the Antichrist could be a Jew, Canaanite, Arab, Moabite, or Ammonite or a combination of either of them.
It has been my belief that the Antichrist will have to be able to be a descendant of King David in order to
convince the world that he is the Christ.

Strong’s Concordance has the following definitions:

toward the south
5045 negeb neh'-gheb from an unused root meaning to be parched; the south (from its
drought); specifically, the Negeb or southern district of Judah, occasionally, Egypt (as
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south to Palestine):--south (country, side, -ward).

toward the east

4217 mizrach miz-rawkh' from 2224; sunrise, i.e. the east:--east (side, -ward),
(sun-)rising (of the sun). see HEBREW for 02224

Toward the pleasant land refers to Israel since Israel has been referred to as a pleasant land and a
land flowing with milk and honey throughout the Bible. Thus the Antichrist will have a middle eastern
ancestry where he will be able to appease both the Jews and the Arabs. Now the Antichrist will be able
to build Solomon’s temple and the Muslims will concur with its construction. I do not know how he will
be able to bring this about, but the Bible does indicate that he will be the consummate politician who will
convince both sides that he is building this for them.

Verse 10 indicates that the Antichrist will become so great that his power will reach to heaven.
Now this indicates that the Antichrist is totally possessed by Satan and is totally controlled by Satan. The
Antichrist has no power himself but has all the power of Satan! The Antichrist is a willful puppet of Sa-
tan and is not his own man. Though the Antichrist is a world leader, all of his ability and power are from
Satan. Though the Antichrist does not realize the source of his power, his power is awesome!

Verse 11 indicates that the Antichrist magnifies himself where he stops the daily sacrifice to God
and elevates himself to God status. Now the emperors of Rome considered themselves to be god, though
they weren’t. In their own eyes they thought that they were god and the Antichrist will do the same. I
think our current president, Barack Obama, has a god complex. Thus when those who are in power mag-
nify themselves to a point where they consider themselves invincible, then sudden destruction comes
upon them. Belshazzar thought he was an invincible god when he saw the writing on the wall. This is a
commonality among numerous politicians where they begin to think that it is their right to rule over peo-
ple.

Now the Antichrist puffs himself up that he considers himself greater than God, not just equal to
God! The Antichrist actually goes on the warpath against God and all of the saints. If you think that the
arrogance of Barack Obama is something, the arrogance of the Antichrist will be much greater.

From the time that the Antichrist takes away the daily sacrifice and sets himself up as supreme
ruler of the world is 2,300 days or 6.3 years. The total reign of the Antichrist is 7 years making the
takeover of the temple almost from the completion of the temple. If the recreation of Solomon’s temple
takes about 6 to 8 months to complete, the Antichrist almost immediately sets himself up as God from the
beginning of his reign.

2300/ 365 = 6.3 years based on a 365 day solar year
Antichrist reigns for 7 years
7—-6.3=.7 years
7/10=X/12
X = 8.4 months
X equals the months from the time that the Antichrist assumes power until he sets up his
throne in the newly completed temple.

This is all approximate and just my theory. We know that the Antichrist will build the temple and
set himself up as the messiah. The amount of time that the Antichrist takes over the temple to the end of
his reign is 2,300 days. If the Antichrist starts construction of the temple from the very beginning of his
seven year reign, then within 8.4 months the temple will be completed and the Antichrist will assume the
throne.
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Matthew 24:15
When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the
holy place, (whoso readeth, let him understand:)

This is the abomination that Jesus Christ was referring to. As soon as you see the reconstruction
of Solomon’s temple in Jerusalem begin you know that it is time to head for the hills just as Jesus admon -
ishes in Matthew 24. Though you may think that the construction of the temple is a good thing, it will be
best to flee from the cities and head to the wilderness. For the Antichrist will hunt down all Christians for
execution, just like Adolf Hitler hunted down Jews and Christians in World War II. Already we are seeing
growing anti-Semitism around the world and the Jews are once again being blamed for the current finan-
cial melt down. Greece, Portugal, Spain, are insolvent. There is talk that the United States will soon join
them. As of June 10, 2010 the total US public debt is: $13,041,405,343,973.44.”" Just as Adolf Hitler
blamed the Jews in the 1930°s for Germany’s financial meltdown we are already seeing references to Jew-
ish Wall Street bankers and the Bilderbergers.

The beginning of a worldwide financial collapse is already in the works. With three European na-
tions in default and the amount of debt we have amassed can we be far behind? It has been predicted by
numerous economists that America’s debt will reach 100% of Gross Domestic Product in 2012. When a
country’s debt reaches 100% GDP the country cannot pay off the debt. Some have stated the we are at
130% GDP right now because Freddy Mac and Fannie Mae are not included in the numbers.

The mark of the beast is part of the Antichrist’s solution to the world wide melt down. The An-
tichrist comes on the scene as an economic genius with a plan to solve the world’s financial problems
which we will see when we cover Revelation 13.

12.1.5 Gabriel’s Interpretation

Daniel 8:16-22

And I heard a man's voice between the banks of Ulai, which called, and said, Gabriel, make this man to
understand the vision.

17 So he came near where I stood: and when he came, I was afraid, and fell upon my face: but he said
unto me, Understand, O son of man: for at the time of the end shall be the vision.

18 Now as he was speaking with me, [ was in a deep sleep on my face toward the ground: but he touched
me, and set me upright.

19 And he said, Behold, I will make thee know what shall be in the last end of the indignation: for at the
time appointed the end shall be.

20 The ram which thou sawest having two horns are the kings of Media and Persia.

21 And the rough goat is the king of Grecia: and the great horn that is between his eyes is the first king.
22 Now that being broken, whereas four stood up for it, four kingdoms shall stand up out of the nation,
but not in his power.

The Angel Gabriel along with the other angels must be awesome for both Daniel and the Apostle
John fell down before them and even attempted to worship them. The power that these angels of God
portray is immense. During the election campaign of Barack Obama I saw many who worshipped a man
rather than God. There are many who would rather worship a worker if iniquity rather than the one true
God. Barack Obama basks in this praise and adoration. That is a significant sign that the Antichrist is
soon at hand.

71 U.S. Treasury Direct, Jun 10, 2010, Jun 13, 2010, <http://www.treasurydirect.gov/NP/BPDLogin?
application=np>.
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Daniel 8:23-27

23 And in the latter time of their kingdom, when the transgressors are come to the full, a king of fierce
countenance, and understanding dark sentences, shall stand up.

24 And his power shall be mighty, but not by his own power: and he shall destroy wonderfully, and shall
prosper, and practice, and shall destroy the mighty and the holy people.

25 And through his policy also he shall cause craft to prosper in his hand; and he shall magnify himself in
his heart, and by peace shall destroy many: he shall also stand up against the Prince of princes; but he
shall be broken without hand.

26 And the vision of the evening and the morning which was told is true: wherefore shut thou up the
vision; for it shall be for many days.

27 And I Daniel fainted, and was sick certain days; afterward I rose up, and did the king's business; and I
was astonished at the vision, but none understood it.

Verse 23-25 begins the description of the Antichrist where a ruler comes to power who under-
stands all of the wickedness of Satan. We are living in the era when the transgressors are come to the full.
Just look at what the world is worshiping and the rise of wickedness throughout the world. The world
loves and adheres to all of the wickedness listed in Romans.

Romans 1:18-32

For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who
hold the truth in unrighteousness;

19 Because that which may be known of God is manifest in them; for God hath shewed it unto them.

20 For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the
things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse:

21 Because that, when they knew God, they glorified 4im not as God, neither were thankful; but became
vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened.

22 Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools,

23 And changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into an image made like to corruptible man, and to
birds, and fourfooted beasts, and creeping things.

24 Wherefore God also gave them up to uncleanness through the lusts of their own hearts, to dishonour
their own bodies between themselves:

25 Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and served the creature more than the
Creator, who is blessed for ever. Amen.

26 For this cause God gave them up unto vile affections: for even their women did change the natural use
into that which is against nature:

27 And likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust one toward
another; men with men working that which is unseemly, and receiving in themselves that recompence of
their error which was meet.

28 And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate
mind, to do those things which are not convenient;

29 Being filled with all unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of
envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity; whisperers,

30 Backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents,
31 Without understanding, covenantbreakers, without natural affection, implacable, unmerciful:

32Who knowing the judgment of God, that they which commit such things are worthy of death, not only
do the same, but have pleasure in them that do them.

This is the world today, where the ones who have the greatest iniquity are worshiped and cele-
brated. Read the last half of Romans 1 and you cannot help but see the world as a wicked place and the
cup has become full! The month of June here in Philadelphia is “Gay Pride Month!” Before I became
born-again I did not imagine that the city of brotherly love would stoop so low. Now the Boy Scouts are
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under attack because they stand up against this wickedness!”? Philadelphia and the rest of the United
States has become Sodom and Gomorrah just like all of the other nations of the world!

Philadelphia VS Boy Scouts
But Mayor Nutter, like Mayor John Street before him, says to continue the free rent,
the local scouts need to renounce the national scouts organization’s admission
policies toward gays, which Nutter believes discriminates.

The Antichrist will not come to power by his own volition, but Satan will be the power behind
him. Satan will utterly control the Antichrist though the Antichrist will think that he is doing it on his
own. The same is true for Barack Obama for he is convinced that he is his own man! He is totally de-
ceived by Satan and Satan is controlling his every action.

The Antichrist will destroy and prosper against the holy saints of God. Already we are seeing the
move against the born-again Christian community. The world detests everything that is righteous and
good while embracing everything that is evil and wicked. That is why the world embraces Barack Obama
so fervently. The love their god who tells them that they will be taken care of from cradle to grave and
that there is no consequences for your sins. There are consequences for your sins and when you choose to
live in sin you are treasuring up wrath against the day of wrath. The choice is yours. Who are you going
to serve and worship?

The Antichrist will rule as a consortium thus he does not hold all of the power. Also the Bible
says that he will destroy wonderfully which I interpret as destroying any who stand in his way. Barack
Obama has this attribute. He already is against any member of the press who criticizes any of his poli-
cies. Verse 25 states that he will cause craft to prosper. According to Strong’s Hebrew dictionary craft is,
“In the sense of deceiving; fraud:--craft, deceit(-ful, -fully), false, feigned, guile, subtilly, treachery.” We
are witnessing the rise of deceit by politicians and upper level bureaucrats with their constant lies, decep-
tions, and guile. Every news report about almost everything seems to contain lies and deceptions. The
news media today appears to be the spokesman for the Obama administration. The news media is no
longer to be trusted and everything that you hear, see, or read from them needs to be verified from both
foreign and domestic sources. We now have the tools to be able to verify what the press and the politi-
cians are telling us but many of us can’t be bothered with looking up on the Internet the facts and thus we
are able to believe the lies and deceptions.

Another tool that the Christian has is prayer. You need to seek the Lord and ask him to guide you
into all truth. You need to seek the Lord’s guidance and ask him to lead you to the truth. Also, when you
are seeking verification no truth will contradict the Bible. For instance, redistribution of wealth is another
form of steeling which goes against the commandment, “Thou shalt not steal.” (Exodus 20:15)

12.2 Daniel’s Prayer

In Daniel 9 we see Daniel using the tool of prayer both in repentance for both himself and his na-
tion, and seeking the Lord’s wisdom, and knowledge concerning the visions that he saw. Not everything
that you pray for has an immediate response. In this case an angel of God was delayed by Satan.

Daniel 9:1-20
In the first year of Darius the son of Ahasuerus, of the seed of the Medes, which was made king over the
realm of the Chaldeans;

72 Mike Dunn, “Scouts vs. City of Philadelphia Gets Underway in Federal Court,” KYW News Radio 1060, Jun 14,
2010, Jun 14, 2010, <http://www.kyw1060.com/Boy-Scouts-vs--City-Gets-Underway-in-Federal-
Court/7459474>.
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2 In the first year of his reign I Daniel understood by books the number of the years, whereof the word of
the LORD came to Jeremiah the prophet, that he would accomplish seventy years in the desolations of
Jerusalem.

3 And I set my face unto the Lord God, to seek by prayer and supplications, with fasting, and sackcloth,
and ashes:

4 And I prayed unto the LORD my God, and made my confession, and said, O Lord, the great and
dreadful God, keeping the covenant and mercy to them that love him, and to them that keep his
commandments;

5 We have sinned, and have committed iniquity, and have done wickedly, and have rebelled, even by
departing from thy precepts and from thy judgments:

6 Neither have we hearkened unto thy servants the prophets, which spake in thy name to our kings, our
princes, and our fathers, and to all the people of the land.

7 O Lord, righteousness belongeth unto thee, but unto us confusion of faces, as at this day; to the men of
Judah, and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and unto all Israel, that are near, and that are far off, through
all the countries whither thou hast driven them, because of their trespass that they have trespassed against
thee.

8 O Lord, to us belongeth confusion of face, to our kings, to our princes, and to our fathers, because we
have sinned against thee.

9 To the Lord our God belong mercies and forgivenesses, though we have rebelled against him;

10 Neither have we obeyed the voice of the LORD our God, to walk in his laws, which he set before us
by his servants the prophets.

11 Yea, all Israel have transgressed thy law, even by departing, that they might not obey thy voice;
therefore the curse is poured upon us, and the oath that is written in the law of Moses the servant of God,
because we have sinned against him.

12 And he hath confirmed his words, which he spake against us, and against our judges that judged us, by
bringing upon us a great evil: for under the whole heaven hath not been done as hath been done upon
Jerusalem.

13 As it is written in the law of Moses, all this evil is come upon us: yet made we not our prayer before
the LORD our God, that we might turn from our iniquities, and understand thy truth.

14 Therefore hath the LORD watched upon the evil, and brought it upon us: for the LORD our God is
righteous in all his works which he doeth: for we obeyed not his voice.

15 And now, O Lord our God, that hast brought thy people forth out of the land of Egypt with a mighty
hand, and hast gotten thee renown, as at this day; we have sinned, we have done wickedly.

16 O Lord, according to all thy righteousness, I beseech thee, let thine anger and thy fury be turned away
from thy city Jerusalem, thy holy mountain: because for our sins, and for the iniquities of our fathers,
Jerusalem and thy people are become a reproach to all that are about us.

17 Now therefore, O our God, hear the prayer of thy servant, and his supplications, and cause thy face to
shine upon thy sanctuary that is desolate, for the Lord's sake.

18 O my God, incline thine ear, and hear; open thine eyes, and behold our desolations, and the city which
is called by thy name: for we do not present our supplications before thee for our righteousnesses, but for
thy great mercies.

19 O Lord, hear; O Lord, forgive; O Lord, hearken and do; defer not, for thine own sake, O my God: for
thy city and thy people are called by thy name.

20 And whiles I was speaking, and praying, and confessing my sin and the sin of my people Israel, and
presenting my supplication before the LORD my God for the holy mountain of my God;

Look at the repentance in Daniel’s prayer. Israel was a captured nation and now under the control
of Cyrus the Great of Persia. Daniel was not only praying for himself but also for his nation. He knew
that when they hardened their hearts against God that they were being judged for their wickedness.
America is also going to be judged for its own wickedness and misdeeds. We also are a sin-filled nation
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and our own destruction is soon at hand. Can you imagine any politician repenting for the wickedness of
the nation. The last president I remember repenting for his errors was Ronald Reagan. The standard
mode of operation any politician is: do not apologize for anything.

Daniel 9:21-23

Yea, whiles I was speaking in prayer, even the man Gabriel, whom I had seen in the vision at the
beginning, being caused to fly swiftly, touched me about the time of the evening oblation.

22 And he informed me, and talked with me, and said, O Daniel, I am now come forth to give thee skill
and understanding.

23 At the beginning of thy supplications the commandment came forth, and I am come to show thee; for
thou art greatly beloved: therefore understand the matter, and consider the vision.

12.2.1 Daniel’s 70 Weeks

When I first heard of Daniel’s 70 weeks I had a very hard time comprehending the meaning and
the interpretation for I knew nothing about what I consider ancient history. I knew a little about Alexan -
der the Great and how great the ancient Greeks were, but knew nothing about the Persian Empire. I re-
member some teacher attempting to teach me about the hanging gardens of Babylon, but no one instilled
into my thoughts the sequence of events. All these nice disjointed events that I was taught without a se-
quence of order made my understanding of the Bible extremely difficult as a young Christian.

So that you do not have to keep referencing the table of the Persian Monarchy here is the table.

Persian Monarchy?

Ruler Date B.C. Years Reigned

Cyrus The Great 539-530 9
Cambyses 530-522 8
Darius I (Darius the Great) 522-486 36
Xerxes I (Ahasuerus) 486-464 22
(Queen Esther)

Daniel 11:2

Artaxerxes I 464-423 41
Darius II 423-404 19
Artaxerxes II 404-359 45
Artaxerxes III 359-338 21
Arses 338-336 2
Darius III 336-331 5

Now Daniel was praying in Babylon shortly after it was captured by Darius the Mede in 539 BC.
These dates are very important in understanding Daniel’s 70 weeks. The following formulas will help
you while reading Daniel 9:24-27.

1 week = 7 years
70 * 7 =490 years

73 Roland Kenneth Harrison, Introduction to the Old Testament, (Grand Rapids, MI: William B Eerdmans, 1969)
p 193.
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The Temple was dedicated in 516 BC (Ezra 6:15)
70 years from its destruction in 586 BC by Nebuchadnezzar

457 BC Artaxerxes I Decrees the rebuilding of Jerusalem (Ezra 7)

7 weeks + 3 score + 2 weeks = 69
69 * 7 =483 years

483 years from 457 BC Jesus Christ is cut off in 27 AD
( There is no 0 year thus the formula is 457 — 483 + 1 =27)

3 score + 2 weeks = 62
62 * 7 =434 years
434 years concerns the Antichrist and the End-time Babylon

Daniel 9:24-27

Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city, to finish the transgression, and to
make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness, and
to seal up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint the most Holy.

25 Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the commandment to restore and to build
Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks, and threescore and two weeks: the street
shall be built again, and the wall, even in troublous times.

26 And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for himself: and the people of the
prince that shall come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary; and the end thereof shall be with a flood,
and unto the end of the war desolations are determined.

27 And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in the midst of the week he shall
cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the overspreading of abominations he shall make it
desolate, even until the consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate.

Daniel’s 70 weeks are one of the portions of the Bible that scholars like to have heated discus-
sions. They discuss whether Daniel was referring to Cyrus or one of the other Persian Kings who made
the declaration to rebuild Jerusalem. Nobody has a clear idea what Daniel was referring to with three
score and two weeks in vs 26, but the rest of the prophecy is fairly agreed upon.

First we need to look at the total length
of time which is 70 weeks or 490 years. The
reconstruction of the temple was completed in
516 BC during the reign of Darius I. Exactly
70 years earlier Nebuchadnezzar destroyed
Solomon’s temple in 586 BC. Now Gabriel
was the same angel that spoke to Zacharias in
Luke 1 announcing the impending birth of John
the Baptist. After numerous problems and de-
bate Artaxerxes I decrees the rebuilding and
reconstruction of Jerusalem in 457 BC.

We read in verse 24 about the eventual
victory of Jesus Christ and the saints over the o : ; e =
devil, the Antichrist, and all of his minions. Alexander the Great Fighting Darius )i
The Antichrist finishes the transgression and Battle of Issus November 5, 333 BC
Jesus Christ makes an end of sins when he con-
quers Satan, the false prophet, and the Antichrist. After they are cast into hell, the millennial reign begins.

y
4
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The last phrase of the verse refers to anointing the most Holy which can be no other than Jesus Christ the
Lord.

In 490 BC Darius I suffers a crushing defeat in Greece at the Battle of Marathon. Now this was
the first serious defeat for the Persians and a great victory for Athens. 490 BC is 70 weeks before the
birth of Christ. Many years later under the leadership of Alexander the Great the Greeks will conquer
Persia around 330 BC.

Verse 25 states, “from the going forth of the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem unto
the Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks, and threescore and two weeks.” This commandment was
probably given to Ezra by Artaxerxes I in 457 BC.™

Ezra 7:11-28

YNow this is the copy of the letter that the king Artaxerxes gave unto Ezra the priest, the scribe, even a
scribe of the words of the commandments of the LORD, and of his statutes to Israel.

12 Artaxerxes, king of kings, unto Ezra the priest, a scribe of the law of the God of heaven, perfect peace,
and at such a time.

13 I make a decree, that all they of the people of Israel, and of his priests and Levites, in my realm, which
are minded of their own freewill to go up to Jerusalem, go with thee.

14 Forasmuch as thou art sent of the king, and of his seven counsellors, to enquire concerning Judah and
Jerusalem, according to the law of thy God which is in thine hand;

15 And to carry the silver and gold, which the king and his counsellors have freely offered unto the God
of Israel, whose habitation is in Jerusalem,

16 And all the silver and gold that thou canst find in all the province of Babylon, with the freewill offer-
ing of the people, and of the priests, offering willingly for the house of their God which is in Jerusalem:

17 That thou mayest buy speedily with this money bullocks, rams, lambs, with their meat offerings and
their drink offerings, and offer them upon the altar of the house of your God which is in Jerusalem.

18 And whatsoever shall seem good to thee, and to thy brethren, to do with the rest of the silver and the
gold, that do after the will of your God.

19 The vessels also that are given thee for the service of the house of thy God, those deliver thou before
the God of Jerusalem.

20 And whatsoever more shall be needful for the house of thy God, which thou shalt have occasion to be-
stow, bestow it out of the king's treasure house.

21 And 1, even I Artaxerxes the king, do make a decree to all the treasurers which are beyond the river,
that whatsoever Ezra the priest, the scribe of the law of the God of heaven, shall require of you, it be done
speedily,

22 Unto an hundred talents of silver, and to an hundred measures of wheat, and to an hundred baths of
wine, and to an hundred baths of oil, and salt without prescribing how much.

23 Whatsoever is commanded by the God of heaven, let it be diligently done for the house of the God of
heaven: for why should there be wrath against the realm of the king and his sons?

24 Also we certify you, that touching any of the priests and Levites, singers, porters, Nethinims, or minis-
ters of this house of God, it shall not be lawful to impose toll, tribute, or custom, upon them.

25 And thou, Ezra, after the wisdom of thy God, that is in thine hand, set magistrates and judges, which
may judge all the people that are beyond the river, all such as know the laws of thy God; and teach ye
them that know them not.

26 And whosoever will not do the law of thy God, and the law of the king, let judgment be executed
speedily upon him, whether it be unto death, or to banishment, or to confiscation of goods, or to imprison-
ment.

74 “The Beginning of the 490 Years: 457 BC,” Jun 17, 2010, <http://dedication.www3.50megs.com/457.htm[>.
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27 9Blessed be the LORD God of our fathers, which hath put such a thing as this in the king’s heart, to
beautify the house of the LORD which is in Jerusalem:

28 And hath extended mercy unto me before the king, and his counsellors, and before all the king’s
mighty princes. And I was strengthened as the hand of the LORD my God was upon me, and I gathered
together out of Israel chief men to go up with me.

Ezra and Nehemiah were contemporaries and leaders of Judah during the reigns of Darius the
Great to Artaxerxes [. In Ezra 4:24 we read that the construction of rebuilding the Temple ceased in the
second year of Darius or approximately 520 BC. The Edict by Artaxerxes I to rebuild Jerusalem and the
temple in 457 BC was 63 years later making Ezra probably in his 90°s. Throughout the reigns of Darius I
and Xerxes I (Ahasuerus) there was much distress on the Jews and the construction of the Temple. The
books Ezra, Nehemiah, and Esther cover this period of time. There were many in the Persian Empire who
hated the Jews and wanted to see them destroyed. God made Esther the Queen of Persia to prevent the
execution of all of the Jews. (Read the book of Esther)

The time from the decree to rebuild Jerusalem is 7 + 60 + 2 weeks. (Know therefore and under-
stand, that from the going forth of the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem unto the Messiah
the Prince shall be seven weeks, and threescore and two weeks. Daniel 9:25) This is 69 weeks or 483
years. If the decree was issued in 457 BC then 457-483-1=-27 which is 27 AD. Since there is no year 0
you need to add a 1 when going from BC to AD. Some think that this date is when Jesus was crucified
while others think it is when Jesus was baptized. Since Jesus was born around 6-5 BC I tend to go with
this is the year of the crucifixion.

The final week of Daniel’s 70 weeks has not happened yet. The final week concerns the 7-year
reign of the Antichrist. After the crucifixion of Jesus Christ there is a 2,000 plus year break in the prophe-
cy until the rise of the Antichrist. Daniel 9:26 states, “And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah
be cut off, but not for himself: and the people of the prince that shall come shall destroy the city and the
sanctuary; and the end thereof shall be with a flood, and unto the end of the war desolations are deter-
mined.” Numerous commentators claim that Daniel is describing the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 AD
by Titus. This does not fit with the 62 weeks (434 years) for either the Roman Empire or the Grecian Em-
pire. The 434 years that Daniel is mentioning is probably the rise to the destruction of the End-time
Babylon.

Daniel 9:26-27 (The Amplified Bible)

And after the sixty-two weeks [of years] shall the anointed one be cut off or killed,
and shall have nothing [and no one belonging] to [and defending] him. And the peo-
ple of the other prince who shall come will destroy the city and the sanctuary. Its end
shall come with a flood, and even to the end there shall be war, and desolations are de-
creed. [Isa. 53:7-9; Nah. 1:8; Matt. 24:6-14.]

27 And he shall enter into a strong and firm covenant with the many for one week
[seven years]; and in the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and offering to
cease [for the remaining three and one-half years]; and upon the wing or pinnacle of
abominations (shall come) one who makes desolate; until the full determined end is
poured out on the desolator.”

The confusing thing about this verse is determining who is meant by messiah and the people of
the prince. This is the reason for including the Amplified version of Daniel 9:26-27. The United States is
a proud and arrogant nation which could be called the anointed one or the messiah of the world. Revela-
tion 18 tells us that the End-time Babylon will be destroyed in a day! This seems to fit with Daniel ’s

75 The Amplified Bible, (Grand Rapids, MI 49506: Zondervan Publishing House, 1965).
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prophecy. The prince that comes after the destruction of the End-time Babylon which has set herself up
as the messiah of the world, is the Antichrist.

There is very little in the commentaries that discuses this 62 week period. So I looked at the his-
torical time lines on the Internet to see what happened approximately 434 years ago + 50 years.

» 1558 Queen Elizabeth I ascends to the throne of England. Rules to 1603

» 1565 St. Augustine, Florida founded by the Spanish and later burned by the British in
1586

» 1587  Sir Walter Raleigh founds the first English Colony in America
» 1606 Jamestown Founded

» 1611 King James Version of Bible Published

» 1620 Pilgrims landed at Plymouth, Massachusetts

In looking at the above events we see that the United States was founded from events happening
in 1565 — 1620.

Year Event +434 Years
1565 St. Augustine, FL founded by the Spanish 1999
1587 Sir Walter Raleigh establishes North Carolina as the first English 2021
Colony in America
1606-07 Jamestown, VA settled 2040-2041
1620 Pilgrims land at Plymouth Rock, MA 2054

The United States is the only world power that has its founding approximately 434 years ago. As
you observe the above table the last column is the year of the demise of the Antichrist. Since we know
that the Antichrist’s reign will be seven years we can rule out the founding of St. Augustine. The second
event puts the demise of the Antichrist in 2021 thus we can estimate that he begins his reign in 2014 just a
few years from now. If my surmising is correct, we could be on the precipice of the rise of the Antichrist
if he is not already in power. I do not believe that Barack Obama to be the Antichrist, but he sure acts like
the false messiah. We also can see that we could be raptured at any moment. Just think we could be liv-
ing in the era where Christ returns with the saints and conquers Satan, the false prophet, and the An-
tichrist. We could be the ones who rise to meet the Lord in the air when he calls his saints home. This
could be the most exciting and the most dreadful time to be a born-again Christian.

Daniel 9:27 informs us that the Antichrist will set himself up as supreme ruler and messiah of the
world. He will desecrate the rebuilt temple in Jerusalem which Jesus told us to watch out for in
Matthew 24. Now there are groups who study the rebuilding of Solomon’s temple like the Masons and
such. I will warn you, that when you see the construction of Solomon’s temple, it is time to prepare to
leave and head for the hills. Do not wait for the Antichrist to desecrate the temple.

Matthew 24:15-22

When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the
holy place, (whoso readeth, let him understand:)

16 Then let them which be in Judaea flee into the mountains:

17 Let him which is on the housetop not come down to take any thing out of his house:

18 Neither let him which is in the field return back to take his clothes.

19 And woe unto them that are with child, and to them that give suck in those days!

161



Prophecy: “The Bible’s Message for Today”

20 But pray ye that your flight be not in the winter, neither on the sabbath day:

21 For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the world to this time, no,
nor ever shall be.

22And except those days should be shortened, there should no flesh be saved: but for the elect's sake
those days shall be shortened.

By the time that the Antichrist desecrates the temple the flight you have to take is in a panic. If
you plan and acknowledge that the construction of the temple is the start of the Antichrist’s reign then
your flight will not be in the panic described by Jesus.

12.2.2 Delays In Answers to Prayers

There are many times we have all prayed and wonder what happened, or where is God’s answer?
We have all seen delays to some of our prayers. Daniel was in such a predicament.

Daniel 10:1-21

In the third year of Cyrus king of Persia a thing was revealed unto Daniel, whose name was called
Belteshazzar; and the thing was true, but the time appointed was long: and he understood the thing, and
had understanding of the vision.

2 In those days I Daniel was mourning three full weeks.

3 I ate no pleasant bread, neither came flesh nor wine in my mouth, neither did I anoint myself at all, till
three whole weeks were fulfilled.

4 And in the four and twentieth day of the first month, as [ was by the side of the great river, which is
Hiddekel,

5 Then I lifted up mine eyes, and looked, and behold a certain man clothed in linen, whose loins were
girded with fine gold of Uphaz:

6 His body also was like the beryl, and his face as the appearance of lightning, and his eyes as lamps of
fire, and his arms and his feet like in colour to polished brass, and the voice of his words like the voice of
a multitude.

7 And I Daniel alone saw the vision: for the men that were with me saw not the vision; but a great
quaking fell upon them, so that they fled to hide themselves.

8 Therefore I was left alone, and saw this great vision, and there remained no strength in me: for my
comeliness was turned in me into corruption, and I retained no strength.

9 Yet heard I the voice of his words: and when I heard the voice of his words, then was I in a deep sleep
on my face, and my face toward the ground.

10 And, behold, an hand touched me, which set me upon my knees and upon the palms of my hands.

11 And he said unto me, O Daniel, a man greatly beloved, understand the words that I speak unto thee,
and stand upright: for unto thee am I now sent. And when he had spoken this word unto me, I stood trem-
bling.

12 Then said he unto me, Fear not, Daniel: for from the first day that thou didst set thine heart to
understand, and to chasten thyself before thy God, thy words were heard, and I am come for thy words.

13 But the prince of the kingdom of Persia withstood me one and twenty days: but, lo, Michael, one of
the chief princes, came to help me; and I remained there with the kings of Persia.

14 Now I am come to make thee understand what shall befall thy people in the latter days: for yet the
vision is for many days.

15 And when he had spoken such words unto me, I set my face toward the ground, and I became dumb.

16 And, behold, one like the similitude of the sons of men touched my lips: then I opened my mouth, and
spake, and said unto him that stood before me, O my lord, by the vision my sorrows are turned upon me,
and I have retained no strength.

17 For how can the servant of this my lord talk with this my lord? for as for me, straightway there

162



12 The Antichrist

remained no strength in me, neither is there breath left in me.

18 Then there came again and touched me one like the appearance of a man, and he strengthened me,

19 And said, O man greatly beloved, fear not: peace be unto thee, be strong, yea, be strong. And when he
had spoken unto me, I was strengthened, and said, Let my lord speak; for thou hast strengthened me.

20 Then said he, Knowest thou wherefore I come unto thee? and now will I return to fight with the prince
of Persia: and when I am gone forth, lo, the prince of Grecia shall come.

21 But I will show thee that which is noted in the scripture of truth: and there is none that holdeth with
me in these things, but Michael your prince.

The importance of this chapter shows us the ongoing war between the saints of God and his an-
gels against Satan and his demons. We also see comments about a magnificent angel being delayed by
the prince of Persia. Every country has its own wicked prince of Satan controlling it. There is even a
prince of the United States! Every state, city, and municipality has its own wicked prince controlling its
actions. Is it any wonder that we see the wickedness that our government tells us is good? When the na-
tions of the world are ruled totally by Satan and his demons, is it any wonder we are seeing wickedness
increase?

As Christians we are in a constant fight for our lives! When even the mighty angels are delayed
by Satan’s cronies, how much more in trouble are we? We need to be on guard at all times against Sa-
tan’s devices! He is continually planning for our demise and destruction.

12.2.3 The Interpretation

Though Daniel sought the Lord with all of his heart the angel who was delivering the message
was waylaid by Satan’s henchman, the prince of Persia. Satan always seeks to waylay the Lord’s agents
who have the answer. Daniel 11 describes the Persian, Grecian, and Roman empires in detail. All of this
detail will help us understand Revelation and the rise of the Antichrist. It is easy to take some of this
scripture out of context if you do not know the history of the ancient Grecians.

Numerous people who do not believe the Bible is divinely inspired use Daniel 11 as their proof.
As we will see Daniel describes in accurate detail the kings of the divided Grecian empire. They say that
no prophecy could be that accurate. | believe the Bible and Jesus Christ. Thus I believe Daniel to be di-
vinely inspired just as Jesus Christ did. There is a lot in Daniel 11 that many claim to be the Antichrist
but is actually an accurate description of one of the Grecian monarchs. After the death of Alex ander the
Great, infighting among the generals finally resulted in dividing the kingdom into four main separate
kingdoms. The following table attempts to describe the division of Alexander the Great’s empire. I have
not been able to find a single accurate source that describes the breakup of the Grecian Empire through to
the Roman conquest. Thus this chart is constructed from all sorts of material and I hope that I have it
right.

You might be wondering why I include so much ancient history in a book on prophecy. To fully
understand Old Testament prophecy, we need to know the future of those ancient prophets so that we can
rightly divide the word of truth. (2 Timothy 2:15) Thus knowing the prophets future we can determine if
they were describing something that has already happened of if they are describing something that still is
to come. Knowing some history helps us discern the truth.
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12.3 The Divided Grecian Empire

Grecian Monarchs

The 4 Grecian Empires

Ruling Date Seleucid Empire | Antigonid Empire | Attalid Empire Ptolemy Empire
Range Asia Minor & Macedonia & Asia Minor Egypt
Middle East Greece 306-133 BC™ 305-30 BC”
(Parthian Empire) 306-167 BC”’

312-63 BC™

356-323 BC Alexander the Great
Daniel 11:3-4
323-317 BC Philip IIT Arrhidaios (Alexander the Great’s half brother)®
323-310 BC Alexander IV (Alexander the Great’s son by Roxana born after Alexander died)®
317-316 BC Olympias®™
315-297 BC Cassander®
306-283 BC Ptolemy I Soter
Soter (Xotp):
the savior™
Daniel 11:5
306-301 BC Antigonus |
Monophthalmus
(Antigonus the
One-eyed)®
306-281 BC Lysimachus®
305-281 BC Seleucus I Nicator
Seleucus the Victor®’
Daniel 11:5

76 “Seleucid Empire,” Wikipedia, June 26, 2010, July 4, 2010, <http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seleucid Empire>.

77 “Antigonid dynasty,” Wikipedia, June 21, 2010, July 4, 2010, <http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antigonid dynasty>.
“Antigonus I Monophthalmus,” Wikipedia, June 26, 2010, July 4, 2010,
<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antigonus I Monophthalmus>.

78 “Attalid dynasty,” Wikipedia, May 12, 2010, July 4, 2010, <http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Attalid_dynasty>.
“Lysimachus,” Wikipedia, June 2, 2010, July 4, 2010, <http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lysimachus>.

79 “Ptolemaic Kingdom,” Wikipedia, June 22, 2010, July 4, 2010,

<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ptolemaic_Kingdom>.
80 “Philip III of Macedon,” Wikipedia, May 20, 2010, July 4, 2010,

<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philip III of Macedon>.

81 “Roxana,” Wikipedia, June 25, 2010, July 4, 2010, <http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roxana>.

82 “List of Rulers of the Ancient Greek World,” Heilbrunn Timeline of Art History, The Metropolitan Museum of
Art, July 4, 2010, <http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/hd/gkru/hd_gkru.htm>.

83 “List of Rulers of the ancient Greek World.”

84 “Ptolemy I Soter,” Wikipedia, July 3, 2010, July 4, 2010, <http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ptolemy I Soter>.

85 “Antigonus I Monophthalmus,” Wikipedia, June 26, 2010, July 4, 2010,

<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antigonus I Monophthalmus>.
86 “Lysimachus,” Wikipedia, June 2, 2010, July 4, 2010, <http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lysimachus>.
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roxana
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philip_III_of_Macedon
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ptolemaic_Kingdom
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lysimachus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Attalid_dynasty
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The 4 Grecian Empires

Ruling Date Seleucid Empire | Antigonid Empire | Attalid Empire Ptolemy Empire

Range Asia Minor & Macedonia & Asia Minor Egypt
Middle East Greece 306-133 BC 305-30 BC
(Parthian Empire) 306-167 BC
312-63 BC
294-287 BC Demetrius |
Poliorcetes
(The Besieger)™®
283-246 BC Ptolemy II
Philadelphus®
(Sisterly Love)
Married his full

sister the widow of
Lysimachus and
she brought her
Aegean possessions
to her brother.
Ptolemy’s daughter,
Berenice®” married
Antiochus II Theos
of the Seleucid
Empire for a brief
period of peace.

Daniel 11:6
282-263 BC Philetaerus®!
281-261 BC Antiochus I Soter®
276-239 BC Antigonus II
Gonatas
(Knock Knees)®”
263-241 BC Eumenes I**

87 “Seleucus I Nicator,” Wikipedia, July 3, 2010, July 4, 2010, <http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seleucus I Nicator>.
88 “Demetrius I of Macedon,” Wikipedia, June 27, 2010, July 4, 2010,

<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Demetrius I Poliorcetes>.
89 “Ptolemy II Philadelphus,” Wikipedia, June 2, 2010, July 4, 2010,

<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ptolemy Il of Egypt>.
90 “Berenice (Seleucid queen),” Wikipedia, June 22, 2010, July 12, 2010,
<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Berenice (Seleucid_queen)>.
91 “Philetaerus,” Wikipedia, June 21, 2010, July 5, 2010, <http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philetacrus>.
92 “Antiochus I Soter,” Wikipedia, July 5, 2010, July 5, 2010, <http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antiochus I Soter>.
93 “Antigonus II Gonatas,” Wikipedia, May 20, 2010, July 5, 2010,

<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antigonus II Gonatas>.
94 “Eumenes I,” Wikipedia, Mar 16, 2010, July 5, 2010, <http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eumenes [>.
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The 4 Grecian Empires

Ruling Date Seleucid Empire | Antigonid Empire | Attalid Empire
Range Asia Minor & Macedonia & Asia Minor
Middle East Greece 306-133 BC

(Parthian Empire) 306-167 BC

312-63 BC

Ptolemy Empire

Egypt
305-30 BC

261-246 BC Antiochus II Theos
(God)”
Divorces his 1% wife,
Laodice to marry
Berenice daughter of
Ptolemy II in
261 BC. When
Ptolemy II died in
246 BC he took his
1* wife again. Many
suspect that his
spurned 1* wife
poisoned him as well
as Bernice and her
son.

Daniel 11:6

246-222 BC

Ptolemy III
Euergetes
(The Benefactor)®
Revenges his
sister’s murder.
Daniel 11:7-9

95 “Antiochus II Theos,” Wikipedia, June 6, 2010, July 5, 2010,

<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antiochus II Theos>.
96 “Ptolemy III Euergetes,” Wikipedia, June 18, 2010, July 5, 2010,

<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ptolemy III Euergetes>.
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Ruling Date
Range

Seleucid Empire
Asia Minor &
Middle East
(Parthian Empire)
312-63 BC

Antigonid Empire
Macedonia &
Greece
306-167 BC

Attalid Empire
Asia Minor
306-133 BC

Ptolemy Empire

Egypt
305-30 BC

246-225 BC

Seleucus II
Callinicus
(Beautiful Victor and
Bearded)”’
Ruled with his
mother, Laodice.
Around c. 238 BC
the Parthians under
the leadership of
Arsaces I of Parthia
declared
independence and
started the beginning
of the Parthian
Empire.”™
Daniel 11:7-9

241-197 BC

Attalus I Soter”

239-229 BC

Demetrius 11
Aetolicus'®

c. 238—c. 217 BC

Arsaces I of
Parthia'!

229-221 BC

Antigonus II1
Doson'”

225-223 BC

Seleucus III Soter
called Seleucus II1
Ceraunus'®
(Thunderbolt)

c. 222 BC poisoned
by a court conspircy.

97 “Seleucus II Callinicus,” Wikipedia, May 18, 2010, July 5, 2010,
<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seleucus II_Callinicus>.

98 “Seleucid Empire,” Wikipedia, July 8, 2010, July 10, 2010, <http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seleucid Empire>.
99 “Attalus I,” Wikipedia, June 16, 2010, July 5, 2010, <http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Attalus I>.

100“Demetrius II Aetolicus,” Wikipedia, June 26, 2010, July 5, 2010,

<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Demetrius_II_Aectolicus>.
101“Arsaces I of Parthia,” Wikipedia, June 11, 2010, July 10, 2010,
<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arsaces I of Parthia>.

102“Antigonus III Doson,” Wikipedia, June 27, 2010, July 5, 2010,

<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antigonus III Doson>.
103“Seleucus III Ceraunus,” Wikipedia, June 6, 2010, July 5, 2010,

<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seleucus III Ceraunus>.
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The 4 Grecian Empires

Ruling Date
Range

Seleucid Empire
Asia Minor &
Middle East
(Parthian Empire)
312-63 BC

Antigonid Empire
Macedonia &
Greece
306-167 BC

Attalid Empire
Asia Minor
306-133 BC

Ptolemy Empire

Egypt
305-30 BC

223-187 BC

Antiochus III the
Great'™
In 219 BC he along
with his brothers
initiated the 4™
Syrian war against
Ptolemy I'V. He
retook Antioch, Tyre,
Judah, Gaza, to the
border fortress
Raphia of Egypt.'?”
Daniel 11:10
About 14 years after
his defeat at Raphia
with a far greater
force attacks Ptolemy
V Epiphanes in
202 BC. With ally
Philip V of
Macedon.'*
Daniel 11:13-17

221-205 BC

Ptolemy IV
Philopator
(Playwright)'"’
(Father Lover)
Marries his sister
Arsinoe III in
222 BC.
4™ Syrian War
Arsinoe was
present at the battle
of Raphia.
Daniel 11:11

104 “Antiochus III the Great,” Wikipedia, July 2, 2010, July 5, 2010,

<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antiochus III the Great>.
105 “Fourth Syrian War (219-217 BC),” Livius.org, Nov 30, 2008, July 18, 2010, <http://www.livius.org/su-
sz/syrian wars/4_syrian war.html>.

106 “Fifth Syrian War (202-195),” Livius.org, Apr 10,2007, Aug 8, 2010,
<http://www.livius.org/su-sz/syrian_wars/5_syrian_war.htmI>.

107 “Ptolemy IV Philopator,” Wikipedia, June 2, 2010, July 5, 2010,
<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ptolemy IV_Philopator>.
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The 4 Grecian Empires

Ruling Date Seleucid Empire | Antigonid Empire | Attalid Empire Ptolemy Empire
Range Asia Minor & Macedonia & Asia Minor Egypt
Middle East Greece 306-133 BC 305-30 BC
(Parthian Empire) 306-167 BC
312-63 BC
221-179 BC Philip V of
Macedon'®
204-180 BC Ptolemy V
Epiphanes
(Disambiguation)'”
In 204 BC his

mother Arsinoe is
killed. Heis 5
years old when he
assumed the throne.

Married Cleopatra I
Syra 194 BC.
c.211-c. 191 BC Arsaces I of
Parthia'"°
197-159 BC Eumenes II of
Pergamon'"!
191-176 BC Phriapatius of
Parthia'"?
187-175 BC Seleucus IV
Philopator'"
Daniel 11:20
180-177 Cleopatra I Syra

108 “Philip V of Macedon,” Wikipedia, June 1, 2010, July 5, 2010,
<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philip_V_of Macedon>.

109 “Ptolemy V Epiphanes,” Wikipedia, June 7, 2010, July 5, 2010,
<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ptolemy V_Epiphanes>.

110 “Arsaces II of Parthia,” Wikipedia, May 20, 2010, July 10, 2010,
<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arsaces II_of Parthia>.

111 “Eumenes II of Pergamon,” Wikipedia, June 24, 2010, July 5, 2010, <http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eumenes II>.

112 “Phriapatius of Parthia,” Wikipedia, June 7, 2010, July 10, 2010,
<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Phriapatius_of Parthia>.

113 “Seleucus IV Philopator,” Wikipedia, Mar 9, 2010, July 5, 2010,

<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seleucus IV_Philopator>.
114 “Cleopatra I Syra,” Livius.org, Aug 29, 2006, Aug 8, 2010,

<http://www.livius.org/cg-cm/cleopatraQl/cleopatra i syra.html>.
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philip_V_of_Macedon
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The 4 Grecian Empires

Ruling Date Seleucid Empire | Antigonid Empire | Attalid Empire Ptolemy Empire
Range Asia Minor & Macedonia & Asia Minor Egypt
Middle East Greece 306-133 BC 305-30 BC
(Parthian Empire) 306-167 BC
312-63 BC
180-145 BC Ptolemy VI
Philometor'"
(Mother Friend)
179-168 BC Perseus of
Macedon''®
After losing the
Battle of Pydna on
June 22, 168 BC
Rome won the first
portion of her
conquest of the
Grecian Empires.'"”
176-171 BC Phraates I of
Parthia'®
175-164 BC Antiochus IV
Epiphanes
(The Illustrious)'”
Daniel 11:21-39
171-138 BC Mithridates I of
Parthia'?’
170-115 BC Cleopatra 11
164-162 BC Antiochus V
Eupator''
161-150 BC Demetrius I Soter'*

115 “Ptolemy VI Philometor,” Wikipedia, June 2, 2010, July 6, 2010,
<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ptolemy_VI_Philometor>.

116 “Perseus of Macedon,” Wikipedia, June 22, 2010, July 6, 2010,
<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Perseus_of Macedon>.

117 “Battle of Pydna,” Wikipedia, July 6, 2010, July 6, 2010, <http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle of Pydna>.

118 “Phraates I of Parthia,” Wikipedia, June 7, 2010, July 10, 2010,
<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Phraates I of Parthia>.

119 “Antiochus IV Epiphanes,” Wikipedia, July 3, 2010, July 7, 2010,
<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antiochus IV_Epiphanes>.

120 “Mithridates I of Parthia,” Wikipedia, June 11. 2010, July 10, 2010,

<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mithridates [ of Parthia>.
121 “Antiochus V Eupator, Wikipedia, June 6, 2010, July 7, 2010,

<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antiochus V_Eupator>.
122 “Demetrius I Soter,” Wikipedia, May 30, 2010, July 7, 2010, <http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Demetrius I Soter>.
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The 4 Grecian Empires

Ruling Date Seleucid Empire | Antigonid Empire | Attalid Empire Ptolemy Empire

Range Asia Minor & Macedonia & Asia Minor Egypt
Middle East Greece 306-133 BC 305-30 BC
(Parthian Empire) 306-167 BC
312-63 BC
160-138 BC Attalus 11
Philadelphus
(The Brother
Loving)'®
150-145 BC Alexander Balas'
Marries
Cleopatra Thea
Daughter of
Ptolemy VI and

Cleopatra I1'*
Flavius Josephus
records the marriage
in Antiquities of the
Jews book 13,
chap. 1, sect. 1

145-144 BC Ptolemy VII Neos

Philopator'*

147-138 BC Demetrius II Nicator
(Victor)'?’
After conquering
Alexander Balas he
marries
Cleopatra Thea in
c. 147 BC by order of
her father
Ptolemy VI.
Murdered by
Cleopatra Thea in
126 BC.

123 “Attalus II Philadelphus,” Wikipedia, Mar 6, 2010, July 7, 2010, <http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Attalus 11>

124 “Alexander Balas,” Wikipedia, Apr 15, 2010, July 7, 2010, <http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alexander Balas>.

125 “Alexander I Balas,” Livius Articles on Ancient History, July 17, 2010, <http://www.livius.org/aj-
al/alexander(O1/alexander i_balas.html>.

126 “Ptolemy VII Neos Philopator,” Wikipedia, June 2, 2010, July 7, 2010,
<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ptolemy VII Neos Philopator>.

127 “Demetrius II Nicator,” Wikipedia, June 11, 2010, July 7, 2010,
<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Demetrius_II Nicator>.
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The 4 Grecian Empires

Ruling Date Seleucid Empire | Antigonid Empire | Attalid Empire Ptolemy Empire
Range Asia Minor & Macedonia & Asia Minor Egypt
Middle East Greece 306-133 BC 305-30 BC
(Parthian Empire) 306-167 BC
312-63 BC
144-116 BC Ptolemy VIII

Euergetes 11
(Potbelly)'*®

128 “Ptolemy VIII Euergetes II,” Wikipedia, June 2, 2010, July 7, 2010,
<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ptolemy VIII Physcon>.
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The 4 Grecian Empires

Seleucid Empire | Antigonid Empire
Asia Minor & Macedonia &
Middle East Greece
(Parthian Empire) 306-167 BC
312-63 BC

Ruling Date
Range

Attalid Empire
Asia Minor
306-133 BC

Ptolemy Empire

Egypt
305-30 BC

138-129 BC Antiochus VII
Sidetes
(Side)"”
After Antiochus VII
died in battle against
the Parthian Empire
at Media, the
Seleucid Empire
began to collapse and
by 100 BC all that
was left was Syria
and Antioch.

In 138 BC marries
Cleopatra Thea.
When defeated in
129 BC by the
Parthians he commits
suicide.

129 “Antiochus VII Sidetes,” Wikipedia, June 8,2010, July 7, 2010,
<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antiochus VII Sidetes>.
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The 4 Grecian Empires

Ruling Date Seleucid Empire | Antigonid Empire
Range Asia Minor & Macedonia &
Middle East Greece
(Parthian Empire) 306-167 BC
312-63 BC

Attalid Empire
Asia Minor
306-133 BC

Ptolemy Empire

Egypt
305-30 BC

138-127 BC Phraates II of Parthia
In 130 BC Antiochus
VII Sidetes attacked
Parthia. 129 BC he
died in battle in
Media and Parthia
ruled all of the
Seleucid Empire east
of the Euphrates
River."?

130 “Phraates II of Parthia,” Wikipedia, June 7, 2010, July 10, 2010,
<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Phraates Il of Parthia>.

174


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Phraates_II_of_Parthia

12 The Antichrist

The 4 Grecian Empires

Ptolemy Empire

Egypt
305-30 BC

Ruling Date Seleucid Empire | Antigonid Empire | Attalid Empire
Range Asia Minor & Macedonia & Asia Minor
Middle East Greece 306-133 BC
(Parthian Empire) 306-167 BC
312-63 BC
138-133 BC Attalus III
Philometor
Euergetes'!
In his will he left
the kingdom to the
Roman Republic.

131 “Attalus III,” Wikipedia, Apr 28, 2010, July 7, 2010, <http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Attalus III>.
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The 4 Grecian Empires

Ptolemy Empire

Egypt
305-30 BC

Ruling Date Seleucid Empire | Antigonid Empire | Attalid Empire
Range Asia Minor & Macedonia & Asia Minor
Middle East Greece 306-133 BC
(Parthian Empire) 306-167 BC
312-63 BC
129-126 BC Demetrius II Nicator
Released by the

Parthians and sent
back to Syria.
He returns home to
reclaim his wife and
kingdom."**

132 “Cleopatra Thea,” Wikipedia, Mar 23, 2010, July 17, 2010, <http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cleopatra_Thea>.
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The 4 Grecian Empires

Ruling Date Seleucid Empire | Antigonid Empire | Attalid Empire

Range Asia Minor & Macedonia & Asia Minor
Middle East Greece 306-133 BC
(Parthian Empire) 306-167 BC
312-63 BC
c. 127-124 BC Artabanus I of
Parthia'*

133 “Artabanus I of Parthia,” Wikipedia, June 17, 2010, July 10, 2010,
<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Artabanus I of Parthia>.
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The 4 Grecian Empires

Ruling Date
Range

Seleucid Empire | Antigonid Empire | Attalid Empire
Asia Minor & Macedonia & Asia Minor
Middle East Greece 306-133 BC
(Parthian Empire) 306-167 BC
312-63 BC

125-121 BC

Cleopatra Thea
(Goddess of
Plenty)"**

She had her elder
son, Seleucus V
murdered c. 125 BC
to 121 BC.

In 121 BC
Cleopatra Thea
committed Suicide.

Ptolemy Empire

Egypt
305-30 BC

134 “Cleopatra Thea,” Wikipedia, Mar 23, 2010, July 17, 2010, <http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cleopatra Thea>.

178


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cleopatra_Thea

12 The Antichrist

The 4 Grecian Empires

Ruling Date Seleucid Empire | Antigonid Empire | Attalid Empire
Range Asia Minor & Macedonia & Asia Minor
Middle East Greece 306-133 BC

(Parthian Empire) 306-167 BC

312-63 BC

125-96 BC Antiochus VIII
Grypus
(Hook Nose)
Shared throne with
Cleopatra Thea.
In 116 BC until
121 BC when he
forces his mother to
commit suicide by
refusing a glass of
wine from her and
making her drink
it. 135

135 “Antiochus VIII Grypus,” Wikipedia, June 12, 2010, July 17, 2010,
<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antiochus VIII Grypus>.
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The 4 Grecian Empires

Ruling Date Seleucid Empire | Antigonid Empire | Attalid Empire

Range Asia Minor & Macedonia & Asia Minor
Middle East Greece 306-133 BC
(Parthian Empire) 306-167 BC
312-63 BC
123-88 BC Mithridates II the
Great'*

136 “Mithridates II of Parthia,” Wikipedia, July 8, 2010, July 10, 2010,
<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mithridates Il of Parthia>.
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The 4 Grecian Empires

Ruling Date Seleucid Empire | Antigonid Empire | Attalid Empire Ptolemy Empire
Range Asia Minor & Macedonia & Asia Minor Egypt
Middle East Greece 306-133 BC 305-30 BC
(Parthian Empire) 306-167 BC
312-63 BC
116-110 BC Cleopatra III
Ptolemy IX Soter II
or Lathyros

(Mother & Son)"’

137 “Ptolemy IX Lathyros,” Wikipedia, July 9, 2010, July 10, 2010,
<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ptolemy I[X Lathyros>.
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The 4 Grecian Empires

Ruling Date Seleucid Empire | Antigonid Empire | Attalid Empire Ptolemy Empire
Range Asia Minor & Macedonia & Asia Minor Egypt
Middle East Greece 306-133 BC 305-30 BC
(Parthian Empire) 306-167 BC
312-63 BC
110-109 BC Cleopatra III
Ptolemy X
Alexander [

(Mother & Son)"*

138 “Ptolemy X Alexander I,” Wikipedia, July 10, 2010, July 10, 2010,
<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ptolemy X Alexander I>.
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The 4 Grecian Empires

Ruling Date Seleucid Empire | Antigonid Empire | Attalid Empire Ptolemy Empire
Range Asia Minor & Macedonia & Asia Minor Egypt
Middle East Greece 306-133 BC 305-30 BC
(Parthian Empire) 306-167 BC
312-63 BC
109-107 BC Cleopatra III
Ptolemy IX Soter II
or Lathyros

(Mother & Son)
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The 4 Grecian Empires

Ruling Date Seleucid Empire | Antigonid Empire | Attalid Empire
Range Asia Minor & Macedonia & Asia Minor
Middle East Greece 306-133 BC
(Parthian Empire) 306-167 BC
312-63 BC
107-80 BC
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The 4 Grecian Empires

Ruling Date Seleucid Empire | Antigonid Empire | Attalid Empire

Range Asia Minor & Macedonia & Asia Minor
Middle East Greece 306-133 BC
(Parthian Empire) 306-167 BC
312-63 BC
c. 90-95 BC Gotarzes [ of
Parthia'*

c. 90-80 BC Orodes I of Parthia'*

139 “Gotarzes I of Parthia,” Wikipedia, June 7, 2010, July 10, 2010,

<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gotarzes 1 of Parthia>.
140 “Orodes I of Parthia,” Wikipedia, June 7, 2010, July 10, 2010,

<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Orodes I of Parthia>.
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The 4 Grecian Empires

Ruling Date Seleucid Empire | Antigonid Empire | Attalid Empire Ptolemy Empire

Range Asia Minor & Macedonia & Asia Minor Egypt
Middle East Greece 306-133 BC 305-30 BC
(Parthian Empire) 306-167 BC
312-63 BC
80-58 BC Ptolemy XII
Auletes
Cleopatra V
(sister / wife)
Cleopatra VI
(daughter)'*!
c.77-c. 70 BC Sanatruces of
Parthia'*
70-57 BC Phraates III of
Parthia'*
58-55 BC Cleopatra V

Bernice [V!#

57-38 BC Orodes II of Parthia
Murdered his father
in 57 BC with the aid
of his brother
Mithridates III of
Parthia. For a short
time Mithridates III
was king of Media
until he was expelled
in 55 BC.'#

55-51 BC Ptolemy XII
Auletes
Cleopatra VII

(Daughter)'*

141 “Ptolemy XII Auletes,” Wikipedia, July 3, 2010, July 10, 2010,

<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ptolemy XII of Egypt>.
142 “Sanatruces of Parthia,” Wikipedia, June 8, 2010, July 10, 2010,

<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sanatruces of Parthia>.

143 “Phraates III of Parthia,” Wikipedia, June 7, 2010, July 10, 2010,
<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Phraates III of Parthia>.

144 “Berenice IV of Egypt,” Wikipedia, June 25, 2010, July 10, 2010,
<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Berenice IV_of Egypt>.

145 “Orodes II of Parthia,” Wikipedia, June 15, 2010, July 10, 2010,
<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Orodes II of Parthia>.

146 “Ptolemy XII Auletes,” Wikipedia, July 3, 2010, July 10, 2010,

<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ptolemy XII of Egypt>.
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The 4 Grecian Empires

Ruling Date Seleucid Empire | Antigonid Empire | Attalid Empire Ptolemy Empire
Range Asia Minor & Macedonia & Asia Minor Egypt
Middle East Greece 306-133 BC 305-30 BC

(Parthian Empire) 306-167 BC

312-63 BC

51-30 BC Cleopatra VII
Ptolemy XIV
(Brother / Sister
Husband / Wife)
This is the famous
Cleopatra who was
Julius Caesar’s
lover as shown in
Shakespeare, and
movies.
After Cleopatra’s
death on
Aug 12,30 BC
Egypt became a
Roman Provence.'"’

38-2 BC Phraates IV of
Parthia'*®

Notes: The Seleucid Empire was eventually taken over by the Parthian revolt who declared their
independence. The Parthian state started small but eventually took everything except parts of
Syria and Antioch which became part of Rome.

Parthian Empire

- Roman Empire

At the time of Christ Palestine was the border area between the Roman and Parthian Empires.
Thus there were a large number of Roman soldiers in the area to ward off any attacks by the
Parthians and also to engage in attacks against the Parthian Empire. Rome was never able to
conquer Parthia and the conflict between the two lasted from 60 BC to 217 AD. During the time
of Christ Israel was a buffer zone.

This table is a synopsis of Grecian, Egyptian, Roman, Middle Eastern, and Biblical history. It is
important when studying prophecy to know the history and when the prophet was living. For instance,
Daniel lived during the Babylonian captivity and the Persian conquest of Babylon. Thus the Grecian his-
tory that he wrote about was all in his future. This is the reason that some believe that Daniel was written
in the second century BC and not during the reign of the Babylonians and Persians. They claim that no
prophecy could be so accurate. I believe that the Bible is true, and Daniel along with the other prophets
stipulated precisely when they received the prophecy. While the Grecian reign of the Middle East is not
in our future, it is important to know something about it. A fellow preacher claimed that Barack Obama is
the raiser of taxes described in Daniel 11:20 when in fact Seleucus IV Philopator was the raiser of taxes
described by Daniel.

147 “Cleopatra VII,” Wikipedia, July 8, 2010, July 10, 2010,

<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cleopatra VII of Egypt>.
148 “Phraates IV of Parthia,” Wikipedia, June 8, 2010, July 10, 2010,

<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Phraates IV_of Parthia>.
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As with the table above these maps show a graphical growth of the Roman Empire and the de-
cline of the Grecian Empires. Rome started out as a small republic that eventually grew to include mod-
ern-day Turkey, Europe, and northern Africa. In Jesus’ time Rome was the dominate superpower control-
ling all of Palestine.
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Perry-Castaneda Library Map Collection
Courtesy of University of Texas Libraries
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12.4 Daniel 11

Daniel 11 covers from the Persian Empire to the rise of the Roman Empire with a large portion on
the Divided Grecian Empire. The study of history is vital in understand Biblical prophecy especially
when reading Daniel. There are a lot of preachers who take Daniel’s prophecy and apply it to today
without a single mention of the ancient Greek king which the prophecy was referring to. Thus to prevent
being deceived you need to have a thorough knowledge of ancient history so that you can truly under-
stand what the prophecy is talking about.

Daniel 11:1
Also I in the first year of Darius the Mede, even I, stood to confirm and to strengthen him.

When the Persians conquered the Babylonian Empire under the leadership of Darius the Mede,
Daniel’s allegiance immediately switched to the Persian Empire. Daniel was probably considered a
traitor by his friends who were part of the Babylonian bureaucracy. Daniel set about strengthening and
getting support for the Persians from the Babylonian people. This task certainly was not easy for Daniel
who was a member of the Babylonian court.

Daniel 11:2

And now will I show thee the truth. Behold, there shall stand up yet three kings in Persia; and the fourth
shall be far richer than they all: and by his strength through his riches he shall stir up all against the realm
of Grecia.

The 4™ Persian king Xerxes Iwas the richest of the Persian kings and he had a Jewish Queen Es-
ther for his wife. The Persians of history are not the same as the Iranians who want to push Israel into the
Mediterranean Sea. Darius the Great was the first to attack Greece. Where Darius failed, Xerxes I suc-
ceeded.

Daniel 11:3-4

And a mighty king shall stand up, that shall rule with great dominion, and do according to his will.

4 And when he shall stand up, his kingdom shall be broken, and shall be divided toward the four winds of
heaven; and not to his posterity, nor according to his dominion which he ruled: for his kingdom shall be
plucked up, even for others beside those.

This describes the rise and fall of Alexander the Great. Though he died at 32 it is not known
what the exact cause of his death is. I learned in college that it was syphilis, but this seems to not be so.
Some say that he died from poison while others say that he died of either meningitis or typhoid fever.'
Whatever the cause of his death we know that eventually the empire was divided up between his generals
and that there was constant fighting for supremacy.

Daniel 11:5
And the king of the south shall be strong, and one of his princes; and he shall be strong above him, and
have dominion; his dominion shall be a great dominion.

It is agreed among the commentaries that the king of the south is Ptolemy I Soter of Egypt. This
was the first king of the Ptolemaic Empire. His friend, Seleucus I Nicator of the Seleucid Empire escaped
from Antigonus [ Monophthalmus in 315 BC and fled to Egypt. Ptolemy I made him an Admiral and
gave him 100 ships to fight Antigonus I navy at Rhodes. In 305/304 BC the Rhodians bestowed the name
Soter (Savior) to Ptolemy 1.

149 “Alexander the Great,” Wikipedia, July 10, 2010, July 11, 2010,
<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alexander the Great>.
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In 301 BC Seleucus I defeated Antigonus I at the Battle of Ipsus. Thus Seleucus I regained con-
trol of the Seleucid Empire. For the next 100 years the Seleucids fought the Ptolemics over the ownership
of Judea."® Thus the prince who fled to Egypt to escape Antigonus I became stronger than Ptolemy. The
Seleucid Empire which eventually became the Parthian Empire never fell to Rome while the rest of the
Grecian states did.

Daniel 11:6

And in the end of years they shall join themselves together; for the king’s daughter of the south shall
come to the king of the north to make an agreement: but she shall not retain the power of the arm; neither
shall he stand, nor his arm: but she shall be given up, and they that brought her, and he that begat her, and
he that strengthened her in these times.

As stated above there was war between the Seleucid Empire and the Ptolemy Empire over the
possession of Judah. At the end of the war Ptolemy Il Philadelphus’ daughter Berenice married
Antiochus IT Theos to end the war. Antiochus had to divorce his 1% wife in order to marry Berenice.
When Berenice’s father died, Antiochus restored his 1* wife Laodice in 246 BC and she killed Berenice
and her child along with poisoning Antiochus II Theos.

Daniel 11:7-9

But out of a branch of her roots shall one stand up in his estate, which shall come with an army, and shall
enter into the fortress of the king of the north, and shall deal against them, and shall prevail:

8 And shall also carry captives into Egypt their gods, with their princes, and with their precious vessels of
silver and of gold; and he shall continue more years than the king of the north.

9 So the king of the south shall come into 4is kingdom, and shall return into his own land.

When Berenice was executed by Laodice her brother, Ptolemy III Euergetes avenged her death
with the 3™ Syrian War or the Laodicean War. In 246 BC Ptolemy captures Seleucia, Antioch, and pro-
ceeds eastward all the way to Babylon. The 3™ Syrian war ended 241 BC with the Ptolemy’s gaining the
Syrian coast and losing some of their Aegean possessions.

Seleucus II Callinicus has the Parthians revolting and has lost a lot of territory to Ptolemy. He
reigns with his mother Laodice.""

Daniel 11:10
But his sons shall be stirred up, and shall assemble a multitude of great forces: and one shall certainly
come, and overflow, and pass through: then shall he return, and be stirred up, even to his fortress.

Seleucus II Callinicus sons were able to do what his father could not. His sons, Seleucus III Soter
and Antiochus 111 the Great were able to take back the lost territory in the 4™ Syrian War in 219-217 BC.
Antiochus recovered Seleucia, Antioch, Tyre, and going south and fighting the Egyptian Army at the
Raphia fortress where he suffers defeat in 217 BC.

Daniel 11:11-12

And the king of the south shall be moved with choler, and shall come forth and fight with him, even with
the king of the north: and he shall set forth a great multitude; but the multitude shall be given into his
hand.

12 And when he hath taken away the multitude, his heart shall be lifted up; and he shall cast down many
ten thousands: but he shall not be strengthened by it.

Ptolemy IV Philopator becomes outraged when he sees Antiochus III the Great conquer and take
back everything that his father had captured. Ptolemy meets Antiochus at Raphia and wins a decisive vic-

150 “Ptolemy I Soter,” Wikipedia, July 3, 2010, July 11, 2010, <http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ptolemy I Soter>.
151 “3™ Syrian War (246-241 BC),” Livius.org, Apr 10, 2007, July 18, 2010, <http:/www.livius.org/su-

sz/syrian_wars/3_syrian_war.html>.
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tory in 217 BC. After this victory Ptolemy IV become puffed up with his success and glory. Ptolemy IV
did not continue with the campaign and went home after his victory at Raphia. It is considered by many
that if he had continued with the campaign that he would have conquered the entire Seleucid Empire! His
pride and arrogance was his weakness. Clark’s commentary states:

Verse 12. [His heart shall be lifted up] Had Ptolemy improved his victory, he might
have dispossessed Antiochus of his whole empire; but giving way to pride, and a
criminally sensual life, he made peace on dishonourable terms; and though he had
gained a great victory, yet his kingdom was not strengthened by it, for his subjects
were displeased, and rebelled against him, or at least became considerably
disaffected.

I do not wholeheartedly agree with the commentaries, because it appears that the majority of the
Grecian kings lived an incestuous lifestyle. Some of the Grecians were friendly toward Israel while oth-
ers caused them dire hardship. According to Josephus when Antiochus III the Great conquered Palestine
from Ptolemy IV Philopator he really helped the Jews.

A little side note is that in 216 BC Hannibal conquers Rome at Cannae.' You must remember
that Rome was just starting out on their conquest of Europe and the Middle East at this time. All that
Rome really had was Italy. This is not the Rome of Ben Hur, or the Rome that built the old bridge across
the Necker River in Heidelberg, Germany. Hannibal’s conquest happened when Rome was just begin-
ning. Somehow when I was taught about Hannibal’s conquest I never connected that 216 BC was at the
very beginning of Rome.

Now it happened that in the reign of Antiochus the Great, who ruled over all Asia,
that the Jews, as well as the inhabitants of Celesyria, suffered greatly, and their land
was sorely harassed; for while he was at war with Ptolemy Philopator, and with his
son, who was called Epiphanes, it fell out that these nations were equally sufferers,
both when he was beaten, and when he beat the others: so that they were very like to
a ship in a storm, which is tossed by the waves on both sides; and just thus were they
in their situation in the middle between Antiochus’s prosperity and its change to
adversity. But at length, when Antiochus had beaten Ptolemy, he seized upon Judea;
and when Philopater was dead, his son sent out a great army under Scopas, the
general of his forces, against the inhabitants of Celesyria, who took many of their
cities, and in particular our nation; which when he fell upon them, went over to him.
Yet was it not long afterward when Antiochus overcame Scopas, in a battle fought at
the fountains of Jordan, and destroyed a great part of his army. But afterward, when
Antiochus subdued those cities of Celesyria which Scopas had gotten into his
possession, and Samaria with them, the Jews, of their own accord, went over to him,
and received him into the city [Jerusalem], and gave plentiful provision to all his
army, and to his elephants, and readily assisted him when he besieged the garrison
which was in the citadel of Jerusalem. Wherefore Antiochus thought it but just to
requite the Jews’ diligence and zeal in his service. So he wrote to the generals of his
armies, and to his friends, and gave testimony to the good behavior of the Jews
towards him, and informed them what rewards he had resolved to bestow on them for
that their behavior. I will set down presently the epistles themselves which he wrote
to the generals concerning them, but will first produce the testimony of Polybius of

152 “Philip V,” Livius.org,” Apr 10, 2007, Aug 8, 2010, <http:/www.livius.org/phi-php/philip/philip_v.htmI>.
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Megalopolis; for thus does he speak, in the sixteenth book of his history: “Now
Scopas, the general of Ptolemy’s army, went in haste to the superior parts of the
country, and in the winter time overthrew the nation of the Jews?” He also saith, in
the same book, that “when Seopas was conquered by Antiochus, Antiochus received
Batanea, and Samaria, and Abila, and Gadara; and that, a while afterwards, there
came in to him those Jews that inhabited near that temple which was called
Jerusalem; concerning which, although I have more to say, and particularly
concerning the presence of God about that temple, yet do I put off that history till
another opportunity.” This it is which Polybius relates. But we will return to the
series of the history, when we have first produced the epistles of king Antiochus. '*?

The above paragraph by Flavius Josephus covers the reigns of Ptolemy I'V Philopator and his son
Ptolemy V Epiphanes. About 14 years after Antiochus the Great recovered his loss at Raphia, he along
with Philip V of Macedon attacked Ptolemy V Epiphanes as described below.

Daniel 11:13-17

13 For the king of the north shall return, and shall set forth a multitude greater than the former, and shall
certainly come after certain years with a great army and with much riches.

14 And in those times there shall many stand up against the king of the south: also the robbers of thy
people shall exalt themselves to establish the vision; but they shall fall.

15 So the king of the north shall come, and cast up a mount, and take the most fenced cities: and the arms
of the south shall not withstand, neither his chosen people, neither shall there be any strength to
withstand.

16 But he that cometh against him shall do according to his own will, and none shall stand before him:
and he shall stand in the glorious land, which by his hand shall be consumed.

17 He shall also set his face to enter with the strength of his whole kingdom, and upright ones with him;
thus shall he do: and he shall give him the daughter of women, corrupting her: but she shall not stand on
his side, neither be for him.

Here we see the description of the 5™ Syrian War that is ended by Antiochus the Great offering his
daughter Cleopatra I Syra to Ptolemy V Epiphanes. Verse 13 tells us that Antiochus the Great has built a
much larger army than he had previously. This army was comprised of the Macedonian army of Philip V
of Macedon along with his Asian conquests. This huge force overwhelmed the forces of Ptolemy V

Epiphanes.
Those who attempted to steal all of the riches of Judah while Egypt was in charge fell to Anti-

ochus’ forces. These are the Samaritans as described by Josephus in Antiquities of the Jews, Book 12,
Chap. 4, Sect. 1.

AFTER this Antiochus made a friendship and league with Ptolemy, and gave him his
daughter Cleopatra to wife, and yielded up to him Celesyria, and Samaria, and Judea,
and Phoenicia, by way of dowry. And upon the division of the taxes between the two
kings, all the principal men framed the taxes of their several countries, and collecting
the sum that was settled for them, paid the same to the [two] kings. Now at this time
the Samaritans were in a flourishing condition, and much distressed the Jews, cutting
off parts of their land, and carrying off slaves. This happened when Onias was high

priest; for after Eleazar's death, his uncle Manasseh took the priesthood, and after he

153 Flavius Josephus, Antiquities of the Jews, Book 12, Chap. 3, Sect. 3.
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had ended his life, Onias received that dignity. He was the son of Simon, who was
called The Just: which Simon was the brother of Eleazar, as I said before. This
Onias was one of a little soul, and a great lover of money; and for that reason,
because he did not pay that tax of twenty talents of silver, which his forefathers paid
to these things out of their own estates, he provoked king Ptolemy Euergetes to anger,
who was the father of Philopater. Euergetes sent an ambassador to Jerusalem, and
complained that Onias did not pay his taxes, and threatened, that if he did not receive
them, he would seize upon their land, and send soldiers to live upon it. When the
Jews heard this message of the king, they were confounded; but so sordidly covetous
was Onias, that nothing of things nature made him ashamed.

During Ptolemy V Epiphanes rule as also described in Daniel 11:14 and Josephus we see that the
Jews were distressed by vile villains like the Samaritans who sold them into slavery. During the 5™ Syri-
an War Antiochus captured the Jews’ enemies and delivered the Jews from the robbers.

In 200 BC the Roman general Titus Quinctius Flamininus attacks Philip V of Macedon thus caus-
ing a disintegration of Antiochus’ forces. This is one of the reasons that causes Antiochus to make peace
with Ptolemy by offering his daughter in marriage. By 197 BC Philip V of Macedon is conquered by the
Romans and Philip aligns the Macedonian kingdom to Rome. Rome now is becoming a major player in
the Mediterranean and both Antiochus and Ptolemy realize that they will soon have bigger battles to
fight."*

In 191 BC a Roman Legion led by consul Manius Acilius Glabrio defeats Antiochus III the Great
in the battle of Thermopylae thus forcing Antiochus and the Seleucid army out of Greece.'*

Daniel 11:18-19

18 After this shall he turn his face unto the isles, and shall take many: but a prince for his own behalf shall
cause the reproach offered by him to cease; without his own reproach he shall cause it to turn upon him.
19 Then he shall turn his face toward the fort of his own land: but he shall stumble and fall, and not be
found.

Clarke’s Commentary has an excellent and detailed description of verse 18.

Shall he turn his face unto the isles] Antiochus had fitted out a great fleet of one
hundred large ships and two hundred smaller, and with this fleet subdued most of the
maritime places on the coast of the Mediterranean, and took many of the isles,
Rhodes, Samos, Euboea, Colophon, and others.

But a prince for his own behalf] Or, a captain. The consul Acilius Glabrio caused the
reproach to cease; beat and routed his army at the straits of Thermopylae, and
expelled him from Greece. So he obliged him to pay the tribute which he hoped to
impose on others; for he would grant him peace only on condition of paying the
expense of the war, fifieen thousand talents; five hundred on the spot, — two thousand
five hundred when the peace should be ratified by the senate, and the remaining
twelve thousand in twelve years, each year one thousand. See Polybius in his
Legations, and Appian in the Wars of Syria. And thus,

154 “Battle of Cynoscephalae (197 BCE),” Livius.org, June 24, 2008, Aug 8, 2010,

<http://www.livius.org/ct-cz/cynoscephalae/cynoscephalae.html>.
155 “Battle of Thermopylae (191 BC),” Wikipedia, July 9, 2010, Aug 8, 2010,
<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle of Thermopylae (191 BC)>
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Without his own reproach] Without losing a battle, or taking a false step, Acilius
caused the reproach which he was bringing upon the Romans fo turn upon himself.

The Wikipedia gives a discourse on the corruption and reproach of Manius Acilius Glabrio.

In 189 B.C., Glabrio was a candidate for the censorship, but was opposed by a
patrician faction. He was accused by the tribunes of having concealed a portion of
the Syrian spoils in his own house; his legate gave evidence against him, and he
withdrew his candidature."

After Antiochus bitter defeat by the Romans he realizes that he has to raise immediate cash in or-
der to meet the payments that are due. The treaty with Rome dictated that he had to pay for the total cost
of the war. Thus after he retreated to his base in Syria he decides to force the Eastern portion of his Em-
pire to cough up the taxes that are due him. In this process he raids the temple of Jupiter in the western
part of Iran and attempts to steal the wealth of the temple and dies in the process. Clarke’s Commentary
describes the incident.

He shall turn his face toward the fort of his own land] After this shameful defeat,
Antiochus fled to Sardis, thence to Apamea, and the next day got into Syria, and to
Antioch, his own fort, whence he sent ambassadors to treat for peace; and was
obliged to engage to pay the immense sum of money mentioned above.

But he shall stumble and fall] Being under the greatest difficulties how to raise the
stipulated sums, he marched into his eastern provinces to exact the arrears of taxes;
and, attempting to plunder the temple of Jupiter Belus at Elymais, he was opposed by
the populace, and he and his attendants slain. This is the account that Diodorus
Sicules, Strabo, and Justin give of his death. But it is variously related by others;
some saying that he was assassinated by some of his own people whom he had
punished for being drunk at a feast. So Aurelius Victor. St. Jerome says he lost his
life in a battle against the inhabitants of Elymais. In short, the manner of his death is
uncertain; and perhaps even this circumstance is referred to by the prophet, when he
says, “He shall stumble and fall, and NOT BE FOUND.”

After Antiochus’ death his son, Seleucus IV Philopator takes over the kingdom.

Daniel 11:20
20 Then shall stand up in his estate a raiser of taxes in the glory of the kingdom: but within few days he
shall be destroyed, neither in anger, nor in battle.

Seleucus IV Philopator is the raiser of taxes. He even ransacks God’s temple in Jerusalem by
stealing the money in the treasury. Clarke’s Commentary and the Wikipedia both describe the situation.
Here is Clarke’s description.

Then shall stand up in his estate a raiser of taxes| Seleucus Philopater succeeded his
father Antiochus. He sent his treasurer Heliodorus to seize the money deposited in
the temple of Jerusalem, which is here called the glory of the kingdom, see 2Macc

156 “Mamus A0111us Glabrlo (consul 191 BC) ” 1k1ped1 Mar 30, 2010, Aug 15, 2010,
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9:23. He was so cramped to pay the annual tax to the Romans, that he was obliged to
burden his subjects with continual taxes.

He shall be destroyed, neither in anger-fighting against an enemy, nor in battle-at the
head of his troops; but basely and treacherously, by the hand of Heliodorus his
treasurer, who hoped to reign in his stead.

The Wikipedia tells us that the Romans held Seleucus IV son captive thus forcing him to cough
up the goods owed to them according to the treaty signed by his father Antiochus III. Here is the
Wikipedia’s sad account.

Seleucus IV Philopator (Greek: Xéicvxog A" @ilomarwp), ruler of the Hellenistic
Seleucid Empire, reigned from 187 BC to 175 BC over a realm consisting of Syria
(now including Cilicia and Judea), Mesopotamia, Babylonia and Nearer Iran (Media
and Persia).

He was compelled by financial necessities, created in part by the heavy war-
indemnity exacted by Rome, to pursue an ambitious policy. In an effort to collect
money to pay the Romans, he sent his minister Heliodorus to Jerusalem to seize the
temple treasury. On his return, Heliodorus assassinated Seleucus, and seized the
throne for himself.

The true heir Demetrius, son of Seleucus, was now being retained in Rome as a
hostage, and the kingdom was seized by the younger brother of Seleucus, Antiochus
IV Epiphanes. Antiochus managed to oust Heliodorus and an infant son of Seleucus,
also named Antiochus, was formal head of state for a few years until Epiphanes had
him murdered."’

On the one hand Seleucus 1V Philopator was compelled to come up with the money owed to the
Romans. He not only was a raiser of taxes but a thief of God’s temple. Though he probably thought that
there was no difference between the Hebrew God and all of the Grecian gods, but when he stole from the
temple treasury he sealed his doom! Heliodorus his treasurer assassinated Seleucus. Antiochus IV
Epiphanes had Heliodorus ousted and seized the throne.

Daniel 11:21-39

21 And in his estate shall stand up a vile person, to whom they shall not give the honour of the kingdom:
but he shall come in peaceably, and obtain the kingdom by flatteries.

22 And with the arms of a flood shall they be overflown from before him, and shall be broken; yea, also
the prince of the covenant.

23 And after the league made with him he shall work deceitfully: for he shall come up, and shall become
strong with a small people.

24 He shall enter peaceably even upon the fattest places of the province; and he shall do that which his
fathers have not done, nor his fathers’ fathers; he shall scatter among them the prey, and spoil, and riches:
yea, and he shall forecast his devices against the strong holds, even for a time.

25 And he shall stir up his power and his courage against the king of the south with a great army; and the
king of the south shall be stirred up to battle with a very great and mighty army; but he shall not stand:
for they shall forecast devices against him.

26 Yea, they that feed of the portion of his meat shall destroy him, and his army shall overflow: and

157 “Seleucus IV Philopator,” Wikipedia, Mar 9, 2010, Aug 15, 2010,
<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seleucus IV Philopator>.
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many shall fall down slain.

27 And both these kings’ hearts shall be to do mischief, and they shall speak lies at one table; but it shall
not prosper: for yet the end shall be at the time appointed.

28 Then shall he return into his land with great riches; and his heart shall be against the holy covenant;
and he shall do exploits, and return to his own land.

29 At the time appointed he shall return, and come toward the south; but it shall not be as the former, or as
the latter.

30 For the ships of Chittim shall come against him: therefore he shall be grieved, and return, and have
indignation against the holy covenant: so shall he do; he shall even return, and have intelligence with
them that forsake the holy covenant.

31 And arms shall stand on his part, and they shall pollute the sanctuary of strength, and shall take away
the daily sacrifice, and they shall place the abomination that maketh desolate.

32 And such as do wickedly against the covenant shall he corrupt by flatteries: but the people that do
know their God shall be strong, and do exploits.

33 And they that understand among the people shall instruct many: yet they shall fall by the sword, and
by flame, by captivity, and by spoil, many days.

34 Now when they shall fall, they shall be holpen with a little help: but many shall cleave to them with
flatteries.

35 And some of them of understanding shall fall, to try them, and to purge, and to make them white, even
to the time of the end: because it is yet for a time appointed.

36 And the king shall do according to his will; and he shall exalt himself, and magnify himself above
every god, and shall speak marvellous things against the God of gods, and shall prosper till the
indignation be accomplished: for that that is determined shall be done.

37 Neither shall he regard the God of his fathers, nor the desire of women, nor regard any god: for he
shall magnify himself above all.

38 But in his estate shall he honour the God of forces: and a god whom his fathers knew not shall he
honour with gold, and silver, and with precious stones, and pleasant things.

39 Thus shall he do in the most strong holds with a strange god, whom he shall acknowledge and increase
with glory: and he shall cause them to rule over many, and shall divide the land for gain.

Both the Wikipedia and the Bible commentators agree that Antiochus IV Epiphanes is the vile
person described in Daniel 11:21-39. He comes to power by total deceit and deception. Clarke’s com-
mentary has this to say about this great deceiver:

In his estate shall stand up a vile person This was Antiochus, surnamed Epiphanes-
the lllustrious. They did not give him the honour of the kingdom: he was at Athens,
on his way from Rome, when his father died; and Heliodorus had declared himself
king, as had several others. But Antiochus came in peaceably, for he obtained the
kingdom by flatteries. He flattered Eumenes, king of Pergamus, and Attalus his
brother, and got their assistance. He flattered the Romans, and sent ambassadors to
court their favour, and pay them the arrears of the tribute. He flattered the Syrians,
and gained their concurrence; and as he flattered the Syrians, so they flattered him,
giving him the epithet of Epiphanes — the lllustrious. But that he was what the
prophet here calls him, a vile person, is fully evident from what Polybius says of him,
from Athenaeus, lib. v.: “He was every man's companion: he resorted to the common
shops, and prattled with the workmen: he frequented the common taverns, and ate
and drank with the meanest fellows, singing debauched songs,” contemporary writer,
and others after him, instead of Epiphanes, called him Epimanes — the Madman.
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Antiochus IV Epiphanes rise to power is described in the Wikipedia as:

As the son and a potential successor of King Antiochus III, Antiochus became a
political hostage of the Roman Republic following the Peace of Apamea in 188 BC.
When his older brother, Seleucus IV followed his father onto the throne in 187 BC,
Antiochus was exchanged for his nephew Demetrius [ Soter (the son and heir of
Seleucus). After King Seleucus was assassinated by Heliodorus, a usurper, in 175
BC, Antiochus in turn ousted him. Since Seleucus’ true heir, Demetrius I Soter, was
still a hostage in Rome, Antiochus, with the help of King Eumenes II of Pergamum,
seized the throne for himself, proclaiming himself co-regent for another son of
Seleucus, an infant named Antiochus (whom he then murdered a few years later).

158

This is also the beginning of Flavius Josephus’ The War of the Jews. Book I covers:
CONTAINING THE INTERVAL OF ONE HUNDRED AND SIXTY-SEVEN YEARS.
FROM THE TAKING OF JERUSALEM BY ANTIOCHUS EPIPHANES, TO THE DEATH OF HEROD
THE GREAT.

Flavius Josephus must have considered the reign of Antiochus IV Epiphanes a pivotal point in
the history of the Jews to choose this point to begin his book. Also note that the first book of The War of
the Jews goes up to the birth of Jesus Christ. Herod the Great died in 4 BC. This is the same Herod that
the wise men came to in Jerusalem. This is one of the reasons that it is believed that Jesus Christ was
born approximately c. 5 BC.

Beginning with verse 31 the description of Antiochus IV Epiphanes and the Antichrist merge for
they both do the same things. Also the saints of God rebel against the wicked dictates or the rulers. The
political flatteries of the politicians is the same today as it was in the 2™ century BC.

Daniel 11:31 describes taking away the daily sacrifice which Antiochus IV Epiphanes did and
also the Antichrist will also do when he rules the world. Antiochus IV Epiphanes desecrated the temple
and the Antichrist will also desecrate the temple. There are great parallels between these two despots and
others throughout history. (see Matthew 24:15) It seems that the only difference between the Antichrist
and Antiochus IV Epiphanes is that the Antichrist will rule the world while Antiochus was losing power to
the rising power of the Romans. When Jesus Christ was telling his disciples the events described in
Matthew 24, the disciples already knew about the Maccabees and the atrocities of Antiochus IV
Epiphanes.

Daniel 11:32 prophecies the rise of the Maccabees and how they will revolt against Antiochus IV
Epiphanes and cleanse the temple from all of his desecrations. For the children of God cannot be corrupt-
ed by lying flatteries and deceptions of the wicked. Just as it was during the reign of Antiochus IV
Epiphanes, so it also will be during the reign of the Antichrist. The saints of the Lord will refuse to wor-
ship the false idol and many will be executed. There will also be a revival for many will refuse to follow
the dictates of the Antichrist just as there was a revival in Israel during the reign of Antiochus IV
Epiphanes.

The first portion of verse 32, “And such as do wickedly against the covenant shall he corrupt by
flatteries:” shows us that Antiochus IV Epiphanes and the Antichrist corrupt many with their flattery
speech tailored toward the specific audience. This is a current method used by wicked politicians
throughout all ages. The greater the wickedness equals the greater the amount of flattery. The flattery of
the Antichrist will be so great that even some of the born-again Christians will be persuaded! Barack

158 “Antiochus IV Epiphanes,” Wikipedia, Aug 9, 2010, Aug 21, 2010,
<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antiochus IV_Epiphanes>.
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Obama is an example of the amount of flattery that the Antichrist will use to persuade the righteous. It is
vital for everyone to assume that any speech by any politician is filled with lies to persuade you. This
may sound bad, but we now have the Internet that we can verify what the politicians and news media are
telling us. Here are some example sites that you can use

¥ _http://heritage.org/ The Heritage Foundation
¥ _http:/newsbusters.org/ NewsBusters, a project of the Media Research Center

¥ _http://www.factcheck.org/ Annenberg Public Policy Center

On top of using the online fact check web sites you can even see the actual content of the bills
passing through Congress at <http://www.opencongress.org/>. It is our job as citizens to verify what we
hear and see. If we believe the news reporter on the TV without checking out what we are told we will be
deceived. If we believe the political ads we will be deceived. If we believe the president’s speeches
without our own verification he will deceive us. I may seem cold and heartless toward politicians, but in
my 57 years I have seen many wicked deceivers in all branches of government. They even have the au-
dacity to make the title of the legislation a lie!

Antiochus IV Epiphanes sacked Jerusalem, killed and enslaved many Jews as described in Mac-
cabees.

2 Maccabees 5:11-14

When these happenings were reported to the king, he thought that Judea was in revolt. Raging like a wild
animal, he set out from Egypt and took Jerusalem by storm. He ordered his soldiers to cut down without
mercy those whom they met and to slay those who took refuge in their houses. There was a massacre of
young and old, a killing of women and children, a slaughter of virgins and infants. In the space of three
days, eighty thousand were lost, forty thousand meeting a violent death, and the same number being sold
into slavery.

After the huge slaughter Antiochus IV Epiphanes outlawed the worship of the one true God and
instituted a forced worship of the Greek god Zeus!

2 Maccabees 6:1-11

Not long after this the king sent an Athenian senator to force the Jews to abandon the customs of their
ancestors and live no longer by the laws of God; also to profane the temple in Jerusalem and dedicate it to
Olympian Zeus, and that on Mount Gerizim to Zeus the Hospitable, as the inhabitants of the place
requested...They also brought into the temple things that were forbidden, so that the altar was covered
with abominable offerings prohibited by the laws. A man could not keep the sabbath or celebrate the
traditional feasts, nor even admit that he was a Jew. At the suggestion of the citizens of Ptolemais, a
decree was issued ordering the neighboring Greek cities to act in the same way against the Jews: oblige
them to partake of the sacrifices, and put to death those who would not consent to adopt the customs of
the Greeks. It was obvious, therefore, that disaster impended. Thus, two women who were arrested for
having circumcised their children were publicly paraded about the city with their babies hanging at their
breasts and then thrown down from the top of the city wall. Others, who had assembled in nearby caves to
observe the sabbath in secret, were betrayed to Philip and all burned to death.

Most of us know of the Hebrew holiday season of Hanukkah, but few Christians realize that the
holiday originates from the time that Judas Maccabees revolted against the desecration of the temple and
cleansed the temple and there was a miracle of the oil lasting 8 days.
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Josephus describes this in his Antiquities of the Jews.

Antiquities of the Jews

Book 12, Chap. 7, Sect. 6-7
When therefore the generals of Antiochus’s armies had been beaten so often, Judas

assembled the people together, and told them, that after these many victories which
God had given them, they ought to go up to Jerusalem, and purify the temple, and
offer the appointed sacrifices. But as soon as he, with the whole multitude, was come
to Jerusalem, and found the temple deserted, and its gates burnt down, and plants
growing in the temple of their own accord, on account of its desertion, he and those
that were with him began to lament, and were quite confounded at the sight of the
temple; so he chose out some of his soldiers, and gave them order to fight against
those guards that were in the citadel, until he should have purified the temple. When
therefore he had carefully purged it, and had brought in new vessels, the candlestick,
the table [of shew-bread], and the altar [of incense], which were made of gold, he
hung up the veils at the gates, and added doors to them. He also took down the altar
[of burnt-offering], and built a new one of stones that he gathered together, and not of
such as were hewn with iron tools. So on the five and twentieth day of the month
Casleu, which the Macedonians call Apeliens, they lighted the lamps that were on the
candlestick, and offered incense upon the altar [of incense], and laid the loaves upon
the table [of shew-bread], and offered burnt-offerings upon the new altar [of burnt-
offering]. Now it so fell out, that these things were done on the very same day on
which their Divine worship had fallen off, and was reduced to a profane and common
use, after three years' time; for so it was, that the temple was made desolate by
Antiochus, and so continued for three years. This desolation happened to the temple
in the hundred forty and fifth year, on the twenty-fifth day of the month Apeliens, and
on the hundred fifty and third olympiad: but it was dedicated anew, on the same day,
the twenty-fifth of the month Apeliens, on the hundred and forty-eighth year, and on
the hundred and fifty-fourth olympiad. And this desolation came to pass according to
the prophecy of Daniel, which was given four hundred and eight years before; for he
declared that the Macedonians would dissolve that worship [for some time].

7 Now Judas celebrated the festival of the restoration of the sacrifices of the temple
for eight days, and omitted no sort of pleasures thereon; but he feasted them upon
very rich and splendid sacrifices; and he honored God, and delighted them by hymns
and psalms. Nay, they were so very glad at the revival of their customs, when, after a
long time of intermission, they unexpectedly had regained the freedom of their
worship, that they made it a law for their posterity, that they should keep a festival,
on account of the restoration of their temple worship, for eight days. And from that
time to this we celebrate this festival, and call it Lights. I suppose the reason was,
because this liberty beyond our hopes appeared to us; and that thence was the name
given to that festival. Judas also rebuilt the walls round about the city, and reared
towers of great height against the incursions of enemies, and set guards therein. He
also fortified the city Bethsura, that it might serve as a citadel against any distresses
that might come from our enemies.

Here is the Wikipedia description of the origins of Hanukkah:

From the Hebrew word for “dedication” or “consecration”, Hanukkah marks the re-
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dedication of the Temple in Jerusalem (Second Temple) after its desecration by the
forces of the King of Syria Antiochus IV Epiphanes and commemorates the “miracle
of the container of 0il”. According to the Talmud, at the re-dedication following the
victory of the Maccabees over the Seleucid Empire, there was only enough
consecrated olive oil to fuel the eternal flame in the Temple for one day.
Miraculously, the oil burned for eight days, which was the length of time it took to
press, prepare and consecrate fresh olive oil."”’

Can you imagine being burned to death just because you are a Christian and want to worship the
Lord? Antiochus IV Epiphanes was certainly a vile person as described in Daniel 11:21-39 and like
Adolph Hitler executed 6 million Jews just because they were Jewish! The day is coming when being a
devout Christian or Jew will mean death. For those who will refuse to worship the image of the An-
tichrist will be put to death.

Antiochus IV Epiphanes was a version of the Antichrist. He put a statute of Zeus with a face of
himself in the temple. He forced the Jews to sacrifice pork on the altar before his idol in the temple. He
totally desecrated the temple and outlawed the worship of God just like the Antichrist will do. Through-
out history there have been many wicked antichrists who have set themselves up as a god. Presently, we
have a president, Barack Hussein Obama, who adores the worship and adulation of his subjects. If he
could get away with it, he probably would set up an idol with his image for everyone to worship like the
Antichrist will do.

To Learn More about Antiochus IV Epiphanes see:

?E Encyclopedia Britannica <http:/www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/28380/Antiochus-IV-Epiphanes™

'ék Jewish Encyclopedia <http:/jewishencyclopedia.com/view.jsp?artid=1589&letter=A &search=Antiochus Epiphanes™>

¥ Wikipedia <http:/en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antiochus_IV_Epiphanes>

?;E Livius.org <http://www.livius.org/am-ao/antiochus/antiochus_iv_epiphanes.html>

Already I see a move to outlaw Christianity and Judaism. Children are being suspended from
school for wearing teeshirts with Christian images and symbols or even an American flag imprinted on it.
Thus we are seeing the beginning of the rise of the Antichrist and a one-world government ruled by Satan
and his allies. There have been previous demoniacally inspired world leaders like Adolph Hitler, Joseph
Stalin, and many others. The Apostle John warned us that there would be many antichrists.

1 John 2:18
Little children, it is the last time: and as ye have heard that antichrist shall come, even now are there
many antichrists; whereby we know that it is the last time.

The important thing to note is that while the study of history is important in rightly dividing the
word of truth, we need to continually remind ourselves that there is a season and a time for everything.
When we study Biblical prophecy concerning the rise of the Antichrist and the last days, we must contem-
plate the scripture and verify whether it concerns present times or near future or whether it is about some-
thing that has already happened. There are many on the radio and elsewhere who take what has been
prophesied in Daniel 11 to be Barack Obama with no mention of Antiochus IV Epiphanes, thus using the
holy scripture for their own means. Thus to really understand Biblical prophecy we need to have a thor-
ough knowledge of history so we do not get confused or deceived by those who desire to say that some-
one is the Antichrist. When I became a born-again Christian in 1977 I have heard of many antichrists on

159 “Hanukkah,” Wikipedia, Aug 23, 2010, Aug 29, 2010, <http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hanukkah>.
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the radio and they have all proved false. Thus I will not say that Barack Obama is the Antichrist, but will
say that he has many attributes of the Antichrist.

Daniel 11:33 “And they that understand among the people shall instruct many:” starts off by de-
scribing the Maccabean princes as great teachers who taught the wayward Jews their history and their
godly heritage. These priests were great teachers who taught many of the fallen and caused a great re-
vival in Judea. I have heard about an “End Time Revival” from when I first became a Christian. When
severe adversity happens people will turn to the one true God for guidance and deliverance. The second
portion of verse 33, “yet they shall fall by the sword, and by flame, by captivity, and by spoil, many
days.” describes how Antiochus IV Epiphanes will kill many by burning them alive and with the sword.
The Antichrist will do the same just like Adolph Hitler and Joseph Stalin did during the middle of the 20™
century. Every despot has always crushed all adversity and created a common enemy by the most vile
means.

1y e A e S e L

he Dead at the Nazi Concentration Camp Gunskirchen La:qer

A fellow preacher was in the 71* Infantry Division when they liberated the concentration camp.'®
He told me that you never can forget the stench. The Antichrist just like the other despots throughout his -
tory will violently kill those by burning, gassing, and even starving people to death. The day is coming
when the born-again Christian will be in the same situation as the Jews in Nazi Germany.

The Bible tells us that the Tribulation will be far worse than what Hitler and Stalin did. Imagine
seeing your fellow Christians executed on the street and left there to rot. That day is not too far in the fu-
ture. Do not think that being an American will protect you from the atrocity to come. It will affect every-
one in the world.

Daniel 11:34 “Now when they shall fall, they shall be holpen with a little help:” describes the
help from the Lord for those who have fallen by the enemy. The phrase, “they shall be holpen with a little
help:” describes how the world feels about the Lord’s help, for they perceive that the Lord’s help is mi-
nuscule whereas the Lord’s help is really strong and powerful. The world looks at salvation as a penny or
worthless whereas it is really like a penny doubled everyday.

160 LeRoy Cressy, ed. The 71* Came to Gunskirchen Lager, Aug 7, 2010,
<http:/Ircressy.com/church/sermons/Gunskirchen/gunskirchen.html>.
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If you were offered a $1,000,000.00 or a penny doubled everyday for 30 days what would you
choose? Before looking at the table below please make your choice.

4 1 Million Dollars
d A Penny Doubled Everyday for 30 Days

203



Prophecy: “The Bible’s Message for Today”

A Penny Doubled

Day Amount Total Day Amount Total
1 $0.01 $0.01 16 $327.68 $655.35
2 $0.02 $0.03 17 $655.36 $1,310.71
3 $0.04 $0.07 18 $1,310.72 $2,621.43
4 $0.08 $0.15 19 $2,621.44 $5,242.87
5 $0.16 $0.31 20 $5,242.88 $10,485.75
6 $0.32 $0.63 21 $10,485.76 $20,971.51
7 $0.64 $1.27 22 $20,971.52 $41,943.03
8 $1.28 $2.55 23 $41,943.04 $83,886.07
9 $2.56 $5.11 24 $83,886.08 $167,772.15
10 $5.12 $10.23 25 $167,772.16 $335,544.31
11 $10.24 $20.47 26 $335,544.32 $671,088.63
12 $20.48 $40.95 27 $671,088.64 $1,342,177.27
13 $40.96 $81.91 28 $1,342,177.28 $2,684,354.55
14 $81.92 $163.83 29 $2,684,354.56 $5,368,709.11
15 $163.84 $327.67 30 $5,368,709.12 $10,737,418.23

As you can see a penny doubled would have been the wise choice but Satan and the world are
continually offering you a million dollars and ridicule the minuscule amount offered by the Lord. The sit-
uation today indicates that the people of the world are persuaded by the flatteries of the politicians who
offer the poorer choice. Many are persuaded by the flatteries and lies and are lead down the wrong path.
Sometimes the persuasion is so strong that even when confronted with the error of their way they make
excuses and cling to the lies.

This analogy shows that what appears to be a little help from the Lord is actually a lot of help.
The world may not see it as we do, but a little help from the Lord is far greater than any of Satan’s agent’s
offerings. The Lord offers the true gold!

The second portion of verse 34, “but many shall cleave to them with flatteries” shows us that
many would rather believe and cling to Satanic lies rather than coming to the truth of the Lord. The
Apostle Paul expounded upon this in 2 Thessalonians.

2 Thessalonians 2:7-12

For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he who now letteth wil/ /ez, until he be taken out of
the way.

8 And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and
shall destroy with the brightness of his coming:

9 Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders,
10 And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not the love
of the truth, that they might be saved.

11 And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie:

12 That they all might be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness.
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People throughout all ages cling to the flattering lies of politicians. They love those who tell
them that they will get free money or benefits. These are all lies of Satan and his demonic agents.

Daniel 11:35
And some of them of understanding shall fall, to try them, and to purge, and to make them white, even to
the time of the end: because it is yet for a time appointed.

We already have read how Antiochus IV Epiphanes murdered and destroyed the devout Jews; and
we know of the atrocities of Hitler, Stalin, and the radical Islamists who believe in killing themselves in
jihad. The Antichrist will make all of these seem calm when compared with his atrocious murders of
God’s chosen people.

The Lord will make you white as snow if you hold fast to the end. The time of the tribulation is
soon at hand. Are you strong enough to stand up to all the wickedness that is coming our way? If there is
any doubt about your salvation and strength in the Lord, now is the time to seek the Lord with your whole
heart. The day of the Lord is soon at hand.

Daniel 11:36

And the king shall do according to his will; and he shall exalt himself, and magnify himself above every
god, and shall speak marvellous things against the God of gods, and shall prosper till the indignation be
accomplished: for that that is determined shall be done.

Both Antiochus IV Epiphanes and the Antichrist speak out against the one true God. We even
hear the President Barack Obama speak out periodically against the Christian community. Barack Obama
claims to be a Christian, but here is what he said in a Chicago Sun Times interview April 5, 2004.

“So, I have a deep faith,” Obama continues. “I'm rooted in the Christian tradition. I
believe that there are many paths to the same place, and that is a belief that there is a
higher power, a belief that we are connected as a people.”

“That there are values that transcend race or culture, that move us forward, and
there’s an obligation for all of us individually as well as collectively to take
responsibility to make those values lived.” ...

“The difficult thing about any religion, including Christianity, is that at some level
there is a call to evangelize and proselytize. There’s the belief, certainly in some
quarters, that if people haven’t embraced Jesus Christ as their personal savior, they’re
going to hell.”

Obama doesn’t believe he, or anyone else, will go to hell.

But he’s not sure if he’ll be going to heaven, either.

“I don’t presume to have knowledge of what happens after I die,” he says. “When I
tuck in my daughters at night, and I feel like I’ve been a good father to them, and I
see in them that I am transferring values that I got from my mother and that they’re
kind people and that they’re honest people, and they’re curious people, thats a little
piece of heaven.”'®!

We have a president who says that he is a Christian but hopes to go to heaven and does not be-
lieve that there is a hell. This is not Christianity or Christian doctrine. We are being governed by some -
one who seems to believe in the Islamic interpretation of heaven where heaven will be one continuous
orgy. This is not the Christian sense of heaven where there is neither male nor female. The Islamic reli-
gion is based on sex and male domination. There is no equality under Sharia and females will become

161 Cathleen Falsani, “Obama: I have a deep faith,” Chicago Sun Times, Apr 5, 2004, Sep 11, 2010,
<http://www.suntimes.com/news/falsani/726619,obamafalsani040504.article>.
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slaves to their husbands! On September 25,
2009 Barack Obama held a Muslim day of
prayer on Capitol Hill next to the White
House.

It is my firm belief that Islam is in
reality Satanism! Any religion that is based
on sex and male domination must be a reli-
gion of Satan. Can you imagine a Christian
committing suicide to kill as many infidels
as possible and believing that he will have
70 virgins in heaven? This is not the heaven
that Jesus described!

Daniel 11:37

Neither shall he regard the God of his
fathers, nor the desire of women, nor regard
any god: for he shall magnify himself above
all.

This concerns the rise of the An-
tichrist for the Antichrist shall magnify him- ||
self above all. He will convince the world
that he is the actual creator of the universe.
He will even set up images of himself for the
world to worship. This idol is further de-
scribed in Revelation. One of the features of
the Antichrist is that this verse seems to indi- R
cate that he doesn’t ever get married or have -
a wife. The extent that the Antichrist magni- it
fies himself is the same as Lucifer magnified L ) "ﬁ;"‘ /
himself in Isaiah 14:13 where Lucifer says, April 2009 at Istanbul’s Blue Mosque
“I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my http://www.snopes.com/politics/obama/prayerday.asp

throne above the stars of God: I will sit also

upon the mount of the congregation, in the | This photo has been circulated via email around the net as so-

sides of the north:” This is the same arro- | called proof that Obama is a Muslim. Please read the above

link for more in-depth information about Barack Obama and
Islam.

gance and wickedness that the Antichrist will
display.
Daniel 11:38

But in his estate shall he honour the God of forces: and a god whom his fathers knew not shall he honour
with gold, and silver, and with precious stones, and pleasant things.

Now this verse concerns both the Antichrist and Antiochus IV Epiphanes for they both honored
the god of force. Antiochus honored the force of Rome while the Antichrist will honor the force of the
kings of the east as they march on Jerusalem during the battle of Armageddon. Thus the Roman gods are
gods that were unknown to the Greeks. Also the Antichrist will indulge himself with self-worship and
adulation!

Daniel 11:39
Thus shall he do in the most strong holds with a strange god, whom he shall acknowledge and increase
with glory: and he shall cause them to rule over many, and shall divide the land for gain.
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This is the last verse that concerns Antiochus IV Epiphanes and the majority of the commentators
agree with this. This verse concerns both the historical Antiochus IV Epiphanes and the coming An-
tichrist. Of course Antiochus IV Epiphanes follows the Roman gods while the Antichrist will follow Sa-
tan. Both divide the land for gain!

Daniel 11:40-45

And at the time of the end shall the king of the south push at him: and the king of the north shall come
against him like a whirlwind, with chariots, and with horsemen, and with many ships; and he shall enter
into the countries, and shall overflow and pass over.

41 He shall enter also into the glorious land, and many countries shall be overthrown: but these shall
escape out of his hand, even Edom, and Moab, and the chief of the children of Ammon.

42 He shall stretch forth his hand also upon the countries: and the land of Egypt shall not escape.

43 But he shall have power over the treasures of gold and of silver, and over all the precious things of
Egypt: and the Libyans and the Ethiopians shall be at his steps.

44 But tidings out of the east and out of the north shall trouble him: there fore he shall go forth with great
fury to destroy, and utterly to make away many.

45 And he shall plant the tabernacles of his palace between the seas in the glorious holy mountain; yet he
shall come to his end, and none shall help him.

There is much dispute concerning the last portion of Daniel 11. Some claim it is the Antichrist,
some claim it is Antiochus IV, and others see it as the result both the Roman civil war between Pompey
and Julius Caesar. I am of the conviction that it concerns the invasion by Pompey with the setup of Judea
as a Roman protectorate in 63 BC. In 40 BC Judea was invaded by the Parthian Empire. This all is de-
scribed in verses 40-45. Now Rome was not able to conquer Ammon, Moab, or Edom. Rome even divid-
ed up Judah into three territories, Galilee, Samaria, and Judea which are described in the New Testa-
ment.'” Rome also setup the Sanhedrin with five governing councils.

+ 1 Jerusalem

e o Gadara

He 3 Amathus

He 4t Jericho

w5 Sepphoris in Galilee

You can see that the Lord had the entire government setup for his arrival around ca 5 BC. The
Lord had the Judiciary, and the Roman Empire in place when he came on the scene. I find it ironic that I
went through theology school and did a lot of Bible study and no one seems to teach you that Rome creat-
ed and established the Sanhedrin. When you understand that the Sanhedrin was created and established
by the Roman government then you have a greater understanding about how Jesus’ trial was executed
though the Sanhedrin was run by Jewish legal scholars. Knowing this explains how the judiciary worked
at Jesus’ trial. Though Jesus was tried by his own people and Jewish legal scholars, it took the power of
the Roman governor to convict him. Though he may not have broken any Roman laws a politician gover-
nor was necessary to sentence Jesus to be crucified. As a politician, Pontius Pilate, just wanted to main-
tain the peace. Though he found nothing to crucify Jesus for, he went along with the desires of the San -
hedrin and the crowd.

162 “Hasmonean,” Wikipedia, Aug 31, 2010, Sep 25, 2010, <http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hasmonean>.
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How the Lord created Palestine for his
arrival is truly amazing. Now the king of the
south mentioned in verse 40 is probably Pom-
pey with the Egyptian Army invading Judah.
From the north came the Parthian Army with
the renegade Roman generals who murdered
Julius Caesar. We even see the players Mark
Anthony and Cleopatra the 7™ which are well
portrayed in Shakespeare’s “Julius Caesar.”

Thus when I read Daniel 11:40-45 1
had a really hard time discerning who the king
of the south is and who the king of the north is.
Reading through several commentaries did not
give me any answers since they all differed.
Some were saying this is about Roman opposi-
tion to Christianity, some were saying this
refers to the Antichrist and the Great Tribula-
tion, others think that it still concerns an attack
upon Antiochus IV Epiphanes. All of these di-
verse opinions really had me confused; thus I
was compelled to read Josephus’ Wars of the
Jews which sort of lead me down the path and _ :
the belief that this is really about setting up the Pompey in the Holy of Holies
Roman Government for Jesus’ arrival. by Jean Fouquet 1470

I believe that the king of the south is a
combination of the Roman Army and the Egyptian Army with Pompey in the lead. The king of the north
is the Parthian Empire which plans an invasion of Judea with the Roman generals who assassinated Julius
Caesar and Pompey in 40 BC. When you realize that we are talking about just 35 years before the birth of
Jesus Christ, this definitely is a very short time before the birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

&

5

When you think about the shortness of time from the final setting up of the Roman government in
Judea and Jesus birth you see how important the prophet Daniel really is.

12.5 Daniel 12

Whereas Daniel 11 dealt with the Divided Grecian Empire and the Roman Empire up to the time
of Jesus Christ, Daniel 12 deals with the Antichrist and the Great Tribulation. Using chapter 12 for end-
ime prophecy is acceptable whereas doing the same with chapter 11 without research into the history of
ancient Greece and the kings controlling Judah could cause you to misinterpret the scripture. Thus Paul’s
admonition to Timothy in 2 Timothy 2:15 to study is just as relevant today as it was 2000 years ago. We
need to not only study the scriptures but to study history so that we can rightly divide the word of truth.
Failure to study history can lead us on the wrong path in our study of the scripture.

Daniel 12:1-4

And at that time shall Michael stand up, the great prince which standeth for the children of thy people:
and there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since there was a nation even to that same time:
and at that time thy people shall be delivered, every one that shall be found written in the book.

2 And many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to
shame and everlasting contempt.
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3 And they that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament; and they that turn many to
righteousness as the stars for ever and ever.
4 But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book, even to the time of the end: many shall run to
and fro, and knowledge shall be increased.

Daniel 12 begins with the Angel Michael standing for Israel during the Great Tribulation. During
the Great Tribulation many will come to know the Lord Jesus Christ and will become what theologians
call the tribulation saints. Now the tribulation will be a time that will be the worst that the world has ever
seen. The great depression of the 1930°s will appear like a great time during the Great Tribulation.

Daniel refers to the end time revival in verse 1 where many people will be delivered from their
life of sin and debauchery, to a life living for Jesus Christ the Lord. This is a prelude to Daniel 12:10
which gives more details about the end time revival. This is also the result of the two prophets which we
already studied. There are many who will be delivered during the Great Tribulation by the preaching of
the two prophets and the 144,000 tribulation saints. The ones who will be delivered are already written in
the Lambs Book of Life. There will be many who will change from being sin-filled Satanists to Saints of
the Lord. This means that they will be born-again and have a brand new life in Christ Jesus.

During the tribulation there will be a resurrection just like there was a resurrection when Jesus
was crucified as described in Matthew 27. During this resurrection will also be the rapture of the saints
who are still alive. This will be a time of great rejoicing as the saints are rising to meet the Lord in the air
along with those who have been resurrected to eternal life. There will be those who will be resurrected
only to face eternal damnation in Hell with Satan and his demons.

Matthew 27:50-54

YJesus, when he had cried again with a loud voice, yielded up the ghost.

51 And, behold, the veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top to the bottom; and the earth did
quake, and the rocks rent;

52 And the graves were opened; and many bodies of the saints which slept arose,

53 And came out of the graves after his resurrection, and went into the holy city, and appeared unto many.
54 Now when the centurion, and they that were with him, watching Jesus, saw the earthquake, and those
things that were done, they feared greatly, saying, Truly this was the Son of God.

Daniel was told to seal the prophecy until the time of the end. In other words he was told that the
meaning would not be revealed until the time just before the Great Tribulation when knowledge shall in-
crease and the age of the Internet would be established. We are living in the day that Daniel was told to
seal the prophecy. These definitely are the last days! Everything is now based on using computers and
electricity. We do our banking, shopping, and many other tasks on the Internet. Just ten years ago in the
year 2000 this was not the norm. Remember when everyone was worried about the Y2K virus that was
supposed to crash the system in 20007

The preachers who preach righteousness, love, and salvation leading many to Jesus Christ will
shine as the brightness of the firmament. Are you a preacher who is leading many to the Lord?

Daniel 12:5-7

Then I Daniel looked, and, behold, there stood other two, the one on this side of the bank of the river, and
the other on that side of the bank of the river.

6 And one said to the man clothed in linen, which was upon the waters of the river, How long shall it be
to the end of these wonders?

7 And I heard the man clothed in linen, which was upon the waters of the river, when he held up his right
hand and his left hand unto heaven, and sware by him that liveth for ever that it shall be for a time, times,
and an half; and when he shall have accomplished to scatter the power of the holy people, all these things
shall be finished.
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Notice that one of these angles is standing on the water just like Jesus walked on the water. An-
other thing that is important to notice is who seems to be in charge. It is the man clothed in linen standing
on the water. He is the one who has all of the answers for the two angels who are standing on the banks
of the river.

The length of time mentioned here, time, times, and a half is really abstract. There is a lot of dis-
cussion and debate about how long a time, times, and an half really is. Are we talking about three and a
half years of the tribulation or are we talking about the time from Daniel until the tribulation period?
There is no easy answer for this and I am not going to attempt to give an hypothesis on what I think the
answer is.

Daniel 12:8-9
And I heard, but I understood not: then said I, O my Lord, what shall be the end of these things?
9 And he said, Go thy way, Daniel: for the words are closed up and sealed till the time of the end.

Even Daniel was not given the answer to this question. He was told that the answer was sealed
until the last days. Even standing on the precipice of the last days with the imminent rise of the Antichrist
and the tribulation we still do not have the full meaning of Daniel’s prophecy. These prophecies are
sealed up until the world is actually in the midst of the Great Tribulation and the Antichrist along with the
false prophet are ruling the world.

Daniel 12:10-12

Many shall be purified, and made white, and tried; but the wicked shall do wickedly: and none of the
wicked shall understand; but the wise shall understand.

11 And from the time that the daily sacrifice shall be taken away, and the abomination that maketh
desolate set up, there shall be a thousand two hundred and ninety days.

12 Blessed is he that waiteth, and cometh to the thousand three hundred and five and thirty days.

During the Great Tribulation many will come to know the Lord Jesus Christ and will become pu-
rified from their sin and wickedness. Numerous theologians call this the end-time revival. While this
tremendous revival is going on, the wicked are increasing their wickedness. We are seeing this increase
in wickedness today with our politicians busy lying and deceiving the electorate. The lies and deceptions
are increasing continuously with the politicians telling us that we cannot see what is in a bill until it has
been signed.

The Internet gives us the opportunity to see the contents of legislation prior to it being signed.
Thus the deception is for those who are too lazy to search the Internet for the bill’s contents.

Daniel 12:13
13 But go thou thy way till the end be: for thou shalt rest, and stand in thy lot at the end of the days.

This last verse of Daniel is a promise to Daniel that he will be one of those who will stand with
their Lord and Savior when they conquer Satan and his henchman the Antichrist. Daniel will be one of
the princes who reign for a thousand years with the Lord Jesus Christ. This promise is also for the born-
again Christian who stands fast, holding on to the end with the Lord Jesus Christ.

12.6 Revelation 13

Revelation 13 describes both the Antichrist and the False Prophet with the final summation of the
number of the Antichrist which is 666. Now that you have studied Matthew 24 and Daniel, you are now
prepared to study and learn Revelation 13 which opens up Daniel’s prophecy which was sealed.
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12.6.1 The Beast

Revelation 13:1
And I stood upon the sand of the sea, and saw a beast rise up out of the sea, having seven heads and ten
horns, and upon his horns ten crowns, and upon his heads the name of blasphemy.

The beast is comprised of a federation consisting of ten nations, This federation is controlled by
seven of the ten nations, which have the name of blasphemy. This beast rises out of the sea with the ulti-
mate goal of total world domination. There have been many beasts in the past with the same goal in
mind, like Adolf Hitler, Joseph Stalin, Napoleon, and others. All of these were looking to rule the world,
but the Antichrist will accomplish what the others could not.

Every member of this confederation will blaspheme Jesus Christ and Christianity. They will de-
spise Christianity just like our present Congress and President despises Christianity. Our current govern-
ment despises Christianity and Judaism. They bow at the altar of Islam while blaspheming the righteous-
ness of Christianity. They bow at the altar of sin and debauchery while creating laws of hate crimes
against righteous preachers who preach the Bible. They want to have abortions on demand for our chil-
dren and teach sex to children in kindergarten! What kind of debauchery is this except that mentioned
concerning the Antichrist and the tribulation? We are on the precipice of seeing this beast rise out of the
ocean.

Just as our country blasphemies Christianity, holiness, and righteousness, the Antichrist will do
worse! He will even make it a crime to be a Christian just as it was during the days of the Apostles when
all the Apostles were executed by the Roman government. The only Apostle who the Romans could not
execute was John who they boiled in oil but he would not die! They eventually exiled him to the island of
Patmos where he saw the Revelation of Jesus Christ.

Revelation 13:2
And the beast which I saw was like unto a leopard, and his feet were as the feet of a bear, and his mouth
as the mouth of a lion: and the dragon gave him his power, and his seat, and great authority.

The beast’s power comes from the dragon, who is that fiery serpent the devil, who will be cast
out of heaven during the seventh trumpet. The Antichrist has no power except that given to him by the
devil! Though he thinks that he is all powerful, those who have the power of Satan eventually prove to
have very little power at all. Those who have the power of Jesus Christ have the true power!

Though the power of the Antichrist will definitely be formidable, the saints of God will hold the
true power. Jesus Christ holds the true power while Satan has the power of lies and deception just like
Barack Obama has the power of lies and deception. Though Barack Obama is not the Antichrist, he still
is using all of the tools of Satan to achieve his objectives.

Revelation 13:3
And I saw one of his heads as it were wounded to death; and his deadly wound was healed: and all the
world wondered after the beast.

One of the seven ruling members of the federation has an assassination attempt on him and he
survives the attempt causing all of the world to wonder about the power of the Antichrist. When Ronald
Reagan was president there was an assassination attempt on him and the world wondered about him. I
heard many radio preachers claim that this proved that he was the Antichrist. We now know that it was
not so, but many have claimed that numerous presidents were the Antichrist. We will know the Antichrist
when we see that he is a member of a ten-nation federation in control of the entire world.

211



Prophecy: “The Bible’s Message for Today”

Revelation 13:4
And they worshipped the dragon which gave power unto the beast: and they worshipped the beast,
saying, Who is like unto the beast? who is able to make war with him?

This is just like the world today where we see the worship of Satan on a daily basis. You hear the
rap from the cars driving down the street with all sorts of profanity! You see our politicians use all the
tools of Satan to stay in power. They deceive, lie, and ridicule Christians while praising the Satanist reli-
gion of Islam which was started by the pedophile Mohammad who married a six year old girl!'®

As we draw closer to the rise of the Antichrist and the Great Tribulation we will see the politi-
cians increase in wickedness and the use of the Satanic tools. Also, we will see people worshiping the
wicked politicians just like we see some still worship Barack Obama. Now the worship of Barack Obama
is not the first politician who was worshipped. History tells us that the Germans worshipped Adolph
Hitler and the Russians worshipped Joseph Stalin. Throughout history there have been despots who used
the power of Satan to increase their power.

With the age of the Internet in place we have more evidence that we are on the threshold of the
rise of the Antichrist and the Great Tribulation. Now the mark of the beast may be an implanted mi-
crochip.

Revelation 13:5-6

And there was given unto him a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies; and power was given unto
him to continue forty and two months.

6 And he opened his mouth in blasphemy against God, to blaspheme his name, and his tabernacle, and
them that dwell in heaven.

The Antichrist will be a consummate, masterful politician who will tell the electorate just what
they want to hear. At the same time he will be blaming the born-again Christian for all of their problems.
Adolph Hitler used this same tactic when he told the Germans that the Jews were the cause of all of their
problems. This blasphemy will include cursing the Lord Jesus Christ and the creator. Already the politi-
cians are pointing fingers at the true God while heaping adulation upon all of the false religions. Just look
at the University of Utah law school site <http://today.law.utah.edu/2009/10/freedomfromreligion/> that is
holding a symposium on freedom of religion and national security. When you read the details their sup-
position is that religious freedom is a national security threat. Also the government is changing freedom
of religion to freedom of worship. This is an extremely dangerous policy shift where you do not have the
freedom of religion but you only have the freedom to worship in a church.'®* The following is the intro-
duction from the above mentioned article.

Freedom of worship is not the same as freedom of religion. Christians in Morocco and
Jordan have freedom of worship, but they do not have freedom of religion. While they
can attend their church and worship, they may not promote their faith openly, and
converts from Islam to Christianity can be severely punished. In Saudi Arabia
“apostasy” carries the death penalty. Now President Barack Obama and his Admin-
istration have abandoned the phrase “freedom of religion” and replaced it with
“freedom to worship.” Is this yet another surrender to Sharia?

163 “Aisha,” Wikipedia, Oct 4, 2010, Oct 5, 2010, <http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aisha>.

164 William J. Murray and Sarah Eekhoff Zylstra, “Freedom of Religion At Risk In The United States,” ARRA
News Service, Jun 27, 2010, Oct 8, 2010, <http://arkansasgopwing.blogspot.com/2010/06/freedom-of-religion-
at-risk-in-united.html>.

212


http://arkansasgopwing.blogspot.com/2010/06/freedom-of-religion-at-risk-in-united.html
http://arkansasgopwing.blogspot.com/2010/06/freedom-of-religion-at-risk-in-united.html
http://today.law.utah.edu/2009/10/freedomfromreligion/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aisha

12 The Antichrist

With this shift from the actual 1* amendment to the Constitution we are seeing the beginning of
the rise of the Antichrist and the Great Tribulation.

Amendment 1 - Freedom of Religion, Press, Expression. Ratified 12/15/1791.
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the
free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of
the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of
grievances.'®

The current administration seems to want to do away with the bill of rights as defined in the Con-
stitution. They want to change the law to read as they see fit. We are living in perilous and dangerous
times. The current administration is blaspheming God and his precious people every chance they get just
like the despots in the past and like the Antichrist will do.

Revelation 13:7-10

And it was given unto him to make war with the saints, and to overcome them: and power was given him
over all kindreds, and tongues, and nations.

8 And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, whose names are not written in the book of life of
the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.

9 If any man have an ear, let him hear.

10 He that leadeth into captivity shall go into captivity: he that killeth with the sword must be killed with
the sword. Here is the patience and the faith of the saints.

The Antichrist will make war with the saints and with Israel as we saw described in Daniel. We
are seeing an all-out attack on the born-again Christian community and on Israel today. The world’s gov-
ernments are actively pursuing an anti Israel campaign while supporting the terrorists in Palestine and
throughout the Middle East. These terrorists are doing their best to destroy Israel while they are support-
ed by the world’s governments. How far can we be from the rise of the Antichrist?

The power of the Antichrist will be a worldwide power where he will rule over the whole world.
The despots in the past wanted such power, but were found lacking in the ability to achieve such awesome
power, whereas the Antichrist will achieve this wicked ability.

Many in the world will worship the Antichrist who are not written in the book of life. We have
seen and are seeing the worship of wicked politicians who use all of the power of Satan to achieve their
power. We have seen many who worship Barack Obama just as they will worship the Antichrist. Only
the born-again saint of God will be able to refuse and not be deceived by the Antichrist, for the Antichrist
will have all of the power of Satan behind him.

The Antichrist will lead many into captivity and thus will find himself in captivity of hell. The
Antichrist will have many executed and thus will find himself executed. The patience and faith of the
saints will bring them through the Great Tribulation. When you face persecution for your faith in Jesus
Christ, seek the Lord with your whole heart and the Lord will give you strength to overcome the wicked-
ness of the world.

12.6.2 The False Prophet

Revelation 13:11-15

And I beheld another beast coming up out of the earth; and he had two horns like a lamb, and he spake as
a dragon.

12 And he exerciseth all the power of the first beast before him, and causeth the earth and them which

165 “The United States Constitution,” Oct 8, 2010, <http://www.usconstitution.net/const.html#Am1>.
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dwell therein to worship the first beast, whose deadly wound was healed.

13 And he doeth great wonders, so that he maketh fire come down from heaven on the earth in the sight
of men,

14 And deceiveth them that dwell on the earth by the means of those miracles which he had power to do
in the sight of the beast; saying to them that dwell on the earth, that they should make an image to the
beast, which had the wound by a sword, and did live.

15 And he had power to give life unto the image of the beast, that the image of the beast should both
speak, and cause that as many as would not worship the image of the beast should be killed.

The rise of the false prophet appears to happen after the Antichrist already is in power. He speaks
like the devil and has the same power as the Antichrist. He causes the unredeemed to worship the An-
tichrist which they whole heartedly do, for the world is continually looking for a messiah to worship
while rejecting the true messiah and savior. As we see many worship today’s lying political leaders rather
than the true Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

The false prophet will use all kinds of deceptions and phony miracles to make the unredeemed
worship the false messiah who is called the Antichrist. There is a lot of trickery that the false prophet
will use like causing fire to rain down on the earth. There are several methods that he might use to cause
these “miracles.” We have the satellites and missiles that can be used to pull off these “miracles.”

Now the false prophet will appear like the prophet Elijah who also caused fire to come down
from heaven. The difference is that while Elijah pointed Israel toward the Lord, the false prophet focuses
the people’s attention and desire toward the Antichrist. Although the miracles are the same, the results are
diametrically opposed to each other. Look at Elijah and see who he directs all the attention to.

1 Kings 18:21-39

And Elijah came unto all the people, and said, How long halt ye between two opinions? if the LORD be
God, follow him: but if Baal, then follow him. And the people answered him not a word.

22 Then said Elijah unto the people, I, even I only, remain a prophet of the LORD; but Baal’s prophets
are four hundred and fifty men.

23 Let them therefore give us two bullocks; and let them choose one bullock for themselves, and cut it in
pieces, and lay it on wood, and put no fire under: and I will dress the other bullock, and lay if on wood,
and put no fire under:

24 And call ye on the name of your gods, and I will call on the name of the LORD: and the God that
answereth by fire, let him be God. And all the people answered and said, It is well spoken.

25 And Elijah said unto the prophets of Baal, Choose you one bullock for yourselves, and dress it first;
for ye are many; and call on the name of your gods, but put no fire under.

26 And they took the bullock which was given them, and they dressed iz, and called on the name of Baal
from morning even until noon, saying, O Baal, hear us. But there was no voice, nor any that answered.
And they leaped upon the altar which was made.

27 And it came to pass at noon, that Elijah mocked them, and said, Cry aloud: for he is a god; either he
is talking, or he is pursuing, or he is in a journey, or peradventure he sleepeth, and must be awaked.

28 And they cried aloud, and cut themselves after their manner with knives and lancets, till the blood
gushed out upon them.

29 And it came to pass, when midday was past, and they prophesied until the time of the offering of the
evening sacrifice, that there was neither voice, nor any to answer, nor any that regarded.

30 And Elijah said unto all the people, Come near unto me. And all the people came near unto him. And
he repaired the altar of the LORD that was broken down.

31 And Elijah took twelve stones, according to the number of the tribes of the sons of Jacob, unto whom
the word of the LORD came, saying, Israel shall be thy name:

32 And with the stones he built an altar in the name of the LORD: and he made a trench about the altar,
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as great as would contain two measures of seed.

33 And he put the wood in order, and cut the bullock in pieces, and laid Aim on the wood, and said, Fill
four barrels with water, and pour it on the burnt sacrifice, and on the wood.

34 And he said, Do it the second time. And they did if the second time. And he said, Do if the third time.
And they did it the third time.

35 And the water ran round about the altar; and he filled the trench also with water.

36 And it came to pass at the time of the offering of the evening sacrifice, that Elijah the prophet came
near, and said, LORD God of Abraham, Isaac, and of Israel, let it be known this day that thou art God in
Israel, and that 1 am thy servant, and that | have done all these things at thy word.

37 Hear me, O LORD, hear me, that this people may know that thou art the LORD God, and that thou
hast turned their heart back again.

38 Then the fire of the LORD fell, and consumed the burnt sacrifice, and the wood, and the stones, and
the dust, and licked up the water that was in the trench.

39 And when all the people saw it, they fell on their faces: and they said, The LORD, he is the God; the
LORD, he is the God.

Satan has continually used the things of the Lord to lead people away from the Lord. His false-
hoods and lies have caused many to believe the lies. The important thing for the Christian is to try the
“spirits” or to test the words of the speaker against the complete word of God. The Christian must be
wary about the onslaughts of Satan.

1 John 4:1
Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: because many false
prophets are gone out into the world.

The Christian must verify all that they hear, whether it be of God, or of Satan. There are many
deceptions in the world today, which will cause the unaware Christian to fall. Paul wrote to the Thessa-
lonian church telling them to prove all things. This admonition is good for us today.

1 Thessalonians 5:21
Prove all things; hold fast that which is good.

Just as the Apostles admonished the churches during the Apostolic era, we need to follow their
advice today when the deception is so strong.

Just as Antiochus IV Epiphanes put an idol of Zeus with his own face in the temple, so the false
prophet will put an idol of the Antichrist in the temple. This blasphemy of creating an idol for the world
to worship is a great sacrilege! The world will love to worship the image, and the false prophet will make
it a law that you will have to worship the idol! The false prophet will even cause the image to come to
life!

On July 14, 2002 I wrote the following sermon:
<http://Ircressy.com/church/sermons/2002/06.26-jul.14.2002-ImageOfTheBeast.html>
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12.6.3 The Image of the Beast

Four years ago, August 16, 1998 I wrote a sermon about
a MIT research project called Mort'® which was the design of a
doll that can see, hear, and talk to you. This research project has
gone from the laboratory to the stores. Whereas Mort was a
| Linux system stuffed in a Penguin, the retailers are offering a doll
named Cindy. In the August 2002 issue of Wired magazine is an
article titled Stepford Child"” about the new doll that will be re-
leased in the stores fall of 2002. This doll can read either printed
or handwritten documents, can recognize speech, and can even
’| hold an intelligent conversation with you. The only thing that this
| doll does not have that the prototype had four years ago is a link
| to a central computer recording all of your activities. The tech-
nology is available for the link to happen any time.

What makes this doll interesting is that it meets all of the
criteria of the image of the beast described in Revelation 13. We
are living in the day where prophecies in the Bible are coming to
fruition. All of the prophecies concerning the last days are here
“Sell Mattel @ $20...” today. We see the Internet, computers, and technology of all
sorts being implemented in our daily lives.

As you can see we already have the technology to implement the image of the beast mentioned in
Revelation 13. We are living in the time and the era where an idol can speak and record your actions and
speech. This goes far beyond what was portrayed in the novel 1984. Also your cable television and Inter-
net service provider know what you are watching! When you send an email message everyone can see
and read that message. There is no privacy unless you personally take measures to ensure your privacy.
We definitely are living in the days just before the Great Tribulation and the rise of the Antichrist.

The final statement in verse 15 is that anyone who does not worship the image of the beast will be
executed! We have not seen this in America yet, but the day is coming where those who preach the Bible
and speak out against the evils of the government will be charged with treason and executed. Already
preachers are being charged with hate crimes for preaching the Bible! Just do a Google search for “hate
crimes preachers arrested” to see what is happening already!

On December 19, 2011 while looking through some old papers Rita came across an original arti-
cle about Mort from 1998. I scanned the article and have inserted it for your edification. I do not know
where this original article is from, but I assume it is from MIT. It seems that all references to the original
research and development of Mort has been eradicated from the Internet. I conclude that the Govern-
ment probably made the research and development of Mort classified where it is linked to a central com-
puter that stores everything. Just like your cell phone stores where you have been through their GPS chip
and every call that you have ever made on the phone. All of this points to the signs of the time!

While reading the sermon I wrote in 1998 I noticed that a large portion of the funding for Mort
came from several government agencies that refused to be listed on the sponsor list. I believe that this
confirms that above statement about the government classifying the original research.

166 LeRoy D. Cressy, “The Image of the Beast,” Aug 16, 1998, Dec 21, 2011,

<http://Ircressy.com/church/sermons/1998/aug.16.98-n0.31-ThelmageOfTheBeast.html>.
167 Sonia Zjawinski, “Stepford Child,” Wired, Aug 2002, Oct 11, 2010,

<http://www.wired.com/wired/archive/10.08/cindy.html>.
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Bird Brains

Muort, the penguin, may look like just another cuddly stulfed wy. But looks can be deceiving, Morl i5 an
intelligent, ulking penguin. Pick up Mori and he greets you by name. When he sees several people
standing together, he politely introdoces them (and remembers that (hey”ve met). Show him a clock and
he tells the time, When he sees an aguarium, he has been known to order sushi in Japanese. Sometimes
e just stands there, mutlering,

You won'l And Mort al "FAQ Schwarte” yel. While other toys only have stuffing, Mort has an 1BM
labtop running Linux, and & two-megabil-per-second wireless Interned link. With infrared eyes, he "sees”
a variely of digital tags o identify objects in the vicinity.

Mort's the brainchild of Motorola Fellows Manish Tuteja and R. Dunbar Poor, and PhD candidate John
Underkoffier, working with assistant professor Michael Hawley and the Media Lab’s Things That Think
consorinm.

"Morl 1s 4 far ¢ry from Loys that blurt oul & lew shorl phrases by pelling a siring on their backs,” says
Hawley, "He i3 a live network node, more powerful than many worksiations.” When Mort speaks. a
faraway source like Disney, might be generating the dialog -- pulling the string_ so to speak. The sound
passes throngh the Intemet, bounces off the home PC, flics through the wireless link into Mort's
electronic brain, and comes oot his beak
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"Think of Maort #s an object-oriented bit stream,” says Hawley. The things Mort senses -- clocks, fish
tanks, or unsuspecting visitors -- cast "digital shadows." The shadows mix, and in so deing, the virtual
ohjects can interact in rich and complex ways. Mort is a channel, directing bits back in responsc to thosc
objeets,”

In many ways Mort represents a sneak preview of the world of Things That Think, where even the most
commonplace ohjects are invisibly woven into the global digital fabric -- where everyday things can
potentially send bits reverberating throughout the Net, no strings attached.

Othe rs who have worked on this project include !

Matihew Dcbsld

Peter Finch

Steve Ciray

Maria Redin

Neclima Yeddanapudi

home - rescareh - publications - people - information

Mort: The precursor of the image of the beast
Originally came from MIT’s Web site
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12.6.4 The Mark of the Beast

Revelation 13:16-17

And he causeth all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and bond, to receive a mark in their right
hand, or in their foreheads:

17 And that no man might buy or sell, save he that had the mark, or the name of the beast, or the number
of his name.

I have preached many sermons on the mark of the beast and the use of embedded micro chips. We
already use this technology for our dogs and cats. On November 25, 2003 Wired Magazine published an
article titled, “When Cash Is Only Skin Deep.”

A Florida company has announced plans to develop a service that would allow
consumers to pay for merchandise using microchips implanted under their skin.
Applied Digital Solutions CEO Scott Silverman said he believes the company’s
VeriChip -- a subdermal microchip that uses radio frequency signals to broadcast an
identification number to a scanner -- could someday replace credit cards. Under
Silverman’s plan, rather than swiping a bank card to make purchases, micro-chipped
customers would scan themselves using special readers.

Although the biochip payment plan may strike some people as a bit X Files-ish,
financial transactions using radio frequency identification, or RFID, are already
commonplace in some areas.

ExxonMobil’s Speedpass, for example, is a key-chain fob containing an RFID tag that
is linked to the holder's credit card; users wave the fob in front of a scanner integrated
into a gas pump, and their fuel purchase is charged to their credit card account within
seconds. Recently more than 400 McDonald’s restaurants in the greater Chicago area
started using the Speedpass system to allow customers to more conveniently buy their
burgers and fries.

Meanwhile, MasterCard is testing an RFID-enabled credit card called PayPass. Like
the Speedpass, the revamped card uses RFID to access the user’s financial information
and obviates the need for signatures or interactions with store clerks. In an interview
with USA Today last week, a senior MasterCard executive said the company is
considering integrating its RFID technology into other items, such as pens or earrings.
“Ultimately, it could be embedded in anything -- someday, maybe even under the skin,”
the executive said.'®

As you can see the mark of the beast is not too far in the future. Already the technology for both
the mark of the beast and the image of the beast is already in place. Now we know that we will not be
able to buy or sell anything without the mark of the beast embedded in either our wrist or forehead. I be-
lieve that the mark of the beast will be sold as a security device where your bank account will not be able
to be accessed by any fraudulent means like a stolen card or something. Many will believe this lie and
will gladly receive the embedded chip condemning them to an eternity in hell.

Another aspect to consider about the mark of the beast is a global financial system. In 2011 we
are seeing the demise of the Euro and the U.S. Dollar. Ron Paul wrote the following about the stability of
the Dollar.

168 Julia Scheeres, “When Cash Is Only Skin Deep,” Wired, Nov 25, 2003, Oct 10, 2010,
<http:// www.wired.com/science/discoveries/news/2003/11/61357>.
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Against the Financial Power Elite
by Ron Paul

Before the US House of Representatives, Committee on Financial Services, Hearing
to Receive the Annual Testimony of the Secretary of the Treasury on the Annual
Report of the Financial Stability Oversight Council, October 6, 2011
Mr. Chairman, I thank you for holding this hearing with Secretary Geithner to receive
the annual report of the Financial Stability Oversight Council (FSOC). FSOC has
been given a mandate to identify threats to the American financial system. With all
the major financial regulators as members of FSOC, this new organization is like the
Plunge Protection Team on steroids, and there is no telling what kind of damage
FSOC will end up doing to financial markets.
While our domestic economy continues to suffer as a result of the Federal Reserve's
intervention into credit markets, the euro increasingly looks likely to collapse. Here
too the federal government has intervened, with the Federal Reserve promising
unlimited dollar liquidity support to European central banks, and Secretary Geithner
traveling to Europe to castigate the Europeans for moving “too slowly” in addressing
their financial crisis. Whether or not the euro’s collapse leads to the introduction of a
new international monetary regime remains an open question. There is also the newly
revived issue of China's currency, in which it appears that Congress may attempt to
punish China for the alleged artificial weakness of its currency. The irony of
Congress dictating monetary policy to the People’s Bank of China when they would
not even dare audit, let alone dictate, the Federal Reserve’s monetary policy seems to
be lost on the neo-mercantilist supporters of the China currency bill.
What role FSOC plays in all of these recent developments needs to be ascertained.
The design of the euro seems to have been flawed from the beginning, and the
likelihood of a return to national currencies seems all the more certain every day. A
collapse of the euro would undoubtedly have ramifications on the American financial
system, but what those effects would be and what the Treasury and Federal Reserve’s
response would be is not certain. The Federal Reserve has already offered unlimited
amounts of dollar liquidity to European central banks, at least according to the
Europeans. The Fed has not yet deigned to provide anyone with the details of these
arrangements, so we have no idea how much money was promised or how this
money will be used. Considering that swap lines peaked during the financial crisis at
$580 billion, it would not be surprising to see that number reached or exceeded in the
event that Europe faces a currency meltdown. It is imperative that we find out how
much the US government has involved itself in negotiations surrounding the
European financial crisis.
With the dollar growing increasingly weak in the past few years, some had feared
that a dollar currency crisis would provide a useful excuse to introduce a new
international monetary regime, one that would replace the euro, national currencies,
and supplant the dollar as the world’s reserve currency. Now the possibility has been
raised that the euro’s instability might provide the impetus for such a scheme. This is
a topic which has been neglected in recent years but which is especially important
because of the work the G20 has undertaken on global currency reform since 2008.
What role US representatives have played in these negotiations is unknown to
Congress, nor do we know what global currency reform initiatives are being
discussed. I fear that the G20 negotiations will result in a fait accompli that will be
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forced upon the American people with no opportunity for input or debate

Ever since the closing of the gold window by President Nixon in 1971, the unbacked
US dollar has served as the world’s reserve currency. No longer constrained by being
required to exchange dollars for gold, the US government has been able to fund its
fiscal profligacy with trillions of dollars of new money created out of thin air. The
only constraint on government spending is the willingness of investors to continue to
purchase the Treasury debt issued to fund the government’s massive fiscal deficits.

Unhappiness at this current state of affairs has led to calls to replace the current
global dollar standard with a new global currency system. Many of the proposals
work from the assumption that national governments cannot be trusted to manage
currencies in a responsible manner, and that only an international organization such
as the International Monetary Fund (IMF) can provide a stable global reserve
currency. These proposals dig back to the roots of the discredited Bretton Woods
system, only instead of resurrecting the flawed gold-exchange standard they propose
a version of John Maynard Keynes’ “bancor”, an international fiat currency based on
the IMF's current special drawing rights (SDR).'®

Though Dr. Ron Paul is a Congressman and a presidential candidate in 2011, what he is saying
concern the economy, the euro, and the dollar makes a lot of sense. For the mark of the beast to come to
fruition there has to be a global currency and a global central bank. On Sunday October 23, 2011 the Vat-
ican called for a global central bank.

Vatican calls for global authority on economy
By Philip Pullella
VATICAN CITY | Mon Oct 24, 2011 7:29am EDT
VATICAN CITY (Reuters) — The Vatican called on Monday for the establishment of
a “global public authority” and a “central world bank” to rule over financial
institutions that have become outdated and often ineffective in dealing fairly with
crises.'”

For the mark of the beast to be implemented you need a world wide central bank along with a
global currency. The implementation of the euro was the start of a global currency. When we see the
euro, the dollar, and other currencies collapse we will see the real initial implementation of the global cur-
rency. The Vatican calling for a global central bank is just one more step toward the goal of a world ruled
by the Antichrist. There have been others in the past calling for a global central bank and a global curren-
cy. This is just another progressive step we are seeing that will implement the Antichrist’s rise to power.

As Christians we need to pay attention to what is happening in the world. The nightly news on
the television will not keep you informed to what is happening. With the Internet we have access to nu-
merous news agencies all over the world. For instance I look at the Drudge Report, London’s papers,
several German papers, Tass News Agency, Jerusalem Post, New York papers and others. Before the In-
ternet this was not possible. Your only source of news was the local news media, and newspapers. If you

169 Ron Paul, “Against the Financial Power Elite,” LewRockwell.com, Oct 8, 2011, Oct 25, 2011,
<http://lewrockwell.com/paul/paul771.html>.

170 Philip Pullella, “Vatican calls for global authority on economy,” Reuters, Oct 24,2011, Oct 25, 2011,
<http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/10/24/us-vatican-economy-idUSTRE79N28X20111024>.
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lived in a major city you could get a daily copy of the NY Times and the Washington Post beside just the
local papers. Now you can read what the entire world is saying. Usually the most important news is
buried far below the headlines! I did not hear the above item about the Vatican calling for a global central
bank. It was on the Drudge Report though.

As a Christian you will have to refuse this evil device knowing that all of your wealth and income
will disappear. You will not even be able to trade without the embedded chip, thus your survival will to -
tally depend upon the Lord Jesus Christ which the Bible promises us. The Lord will provide for us just
like he provided for Elijah, Ezekiel, David, Daniel, and others. We will have to totally put our whole trust
and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ for our existence.

Today, August 23,2012 I saw a news item re-
ferring to school students having their palms scanned to '
pay for their lunch. The letter on the right is a scanned |
image from the school in Lake Charles, Louisiana in- = i st Pt~ i
forming the parents of the plan to implement what is :
called a Palm Vein Scanner."”' Though palm vein scan- =
ning technology does not inject a micro chip in you, it
does get the individual use to using the hand as a|
method of identification. As far as forensics is con-
cerned the FBI and CIA uses this technology in con-
junction with fingerprints. As microchips get smaller
and provide GPS technology it is only a matter of time
before the injection of a microchip will basically be un-
noticeable. To learn more please see
<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vein matching>. How
close are we to the mark of the beast being required
mandatory for all? We are rapidly approaching the rise
of the Antichrist!

12.6.5 Consequences of Receiving the
Mark of the Beast

Revelation 14:9-11

And the third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, If any man worship the beast and his image,
and receive Ais mark in his forehead, or in his hand,

10 The same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out without mixture into the cup
of his indignation; and he shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels,
and in the presence of the Lamb:

11 And the smoke of their torment ascendeth up for ever and ever: and they have no rest day nor night,
who worship the beast and his image, and whosoever receiveth the mark of his name.

During the tribulation there will be many who worship the Antichrist, the false prophet, and ev-
erything that is wicked in the world. There are many today that worship the wickedness of Barack Oba-
ma and his desire to bring about the rise of the Antichrist. There are many in the world who love and
serve the followers of Satan! Just look at the huge number who promote the murder of innocent babies
and call such murder abortion.

171 Liz Klimas, “*“MARK OF THE BEAST’?: ELEMENTARY SCHOOL MULLING PLAN TO SCAN KIDS’
PALMS IN THE LUNCH LINE,” The Blaze, Aug 20, 2012, Aug 23, 2012,

<http://www.theblaze.com/stories/mark-of-the-beast-elementary-school-mulling-plan-to-scan-kids-palms-in-the-lunch-line/>.
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We are also living in an age where the governments of the world promote the concept where there
are no consequences for your actions. For instance if you are committing fornication and you conceive a
child the government wants the woman to either have an abortion or take a morning after pill. The world
that we are living in promotes living in sin and debauchery without the necessity of being responsible for
the consequences. The day is coming where all those who live in sin will pay the price for their sin.

Those who worship the Antichrist and accept his mark will have to suffer the consequences of
their actions. There will be no chance of salvation for them and they will spend eternity burning in the
lake of fire and brimstone. Imagine not being able to repent of your sin! Imagine that you can commit a
sin so grievous that there is no chance of redemption! When you accept the mark of the Antichrist, you
have sealed your fate and eternal damnation burning in hell is the only recourse. There is no hope of any
salvation for those who receive the mark of the beast.

This is just like the judgment of the Lord against Korah, Dathan, and Abiram and those that stood
with them.

Numbers 16:23-35

9And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,

24 Speak unto the congregation, saying, Get you up from about the tabernacle of Korah, Dathan, and
Abiram.

25 And Moses rose up and went unto Dathan and Abiram; and the elders of Israel followed him.

26 And he spake unto the congregation, saying, Depart, I pray you, from the tents of these wicked men,
and touch nothing of theirs, lest ye be consumed in all their sins.

27 So they gat up from the tabernacle of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram, on every side: and Dathan and
Abiram came out, and stood in the door of their tents, and their wives, and their sons, and their little
children.

28 And Moses said, Hereby ye shall know that the LORD hath sent me to do all these works; for / have
not done them of mine own mind.

29 If these men die the common death of all men, or if they be visited after the visitation of all men; then
the LORD hath not sent me.

30 But if the LORD make a new thing, and the earth open her mouth, and swallow them up, with all that
appertain unto them, and they go down quick into the pit; then ye shall understand that these men have
provoked the LORD.

31 JAnd it came to pass, as he had made an end of speaking all these words, that the ground clave asunder
that was under them:

32 And the earth opened her mouth, and swallowed them up, and their houses, and all the men that
appertained unto Korah, and all their goods.

33 They, and all that appertained to them, went down alive into the pit, and the earth closed upon them:
and they perished from among the congregation.

34 And all Israel that were round about them fled at the cry of them: for they said, Lest the earth swallow
us up also.

35 And there came out a fire from the LORD, and consumed the two hundred and fifty men that offered
incense.

Those who stand with the wicked and support the wicked will perish with the wicked. If you re-
ceive the mark of the beast you have sealed your doom just like those that stood with Korah, Dathan, and
Abiram. Just as there was no chance of repentance for those who followed Dathan, there will be no
chance of repentance for those who follow the Antichrist.

Though you will not be able to buy, sell, or trade without the mark of the beast, the Lord will pro-
vide for his saints who follow him. All of your friends in the world and your family will be telling you
that you have to get the mark of the beast. Almost everyone you know will turn against you if you do not
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receive the chip. Those who you thought were your friends and family will all of a sudden become your
enemy. Though this will be very hard for you, eternal damnation is too great a price to pay for a little
amount of cash and access to your accounts. Revelation 14:11 summarizes the eternal torment of all
those who receive the mark of the beast. The final choice will be yours.

12.6.6 666 The Number of the Beast

Revelation 13:18
Here is wisdom. Let him that hath understanding count the number of the beast: for it is the number of a
man; and his number is Six hundred threescore and six.

On January 10, 1999 I preached a sermon titled, “666, The Number of the Beast.”'” I surmised
that the number 666 could be from the Unix file permission system which is explained below. Now you
need to realize that this is just my surmising and an hypothesis. This is just something for you to contem -
plate and think about.

There has been many sermons preached about the mark of the beast and the number of
the beast. In the 1980’s there were sermons stating that because Ronald Reagan’s name
has six letters for the first name, six letters for the second name, and six letters for the last
name that he was the beast. Also at that time there was great interest in a computer
located in Belgium that was called the beast for its huge size. And throughout history
there have been preachers stating that this person or another person is the beast.

On Friday February 28, 1997 I was adjusting some device drivers in the /dev/ directory
on my Linux system. The command I was using was chmod 666 /dev/dsp.0 which
changes the read and write permissions on the file /dev/dsp.0. When I was changing the
mode of several device drivers it dawned on me that on all multi user computer systems
that the person who has the power to set 666 file permissions is the most powerful user.
Now on a worldwide system, that the antichrist will control, the antichrist will have the
absolute power to do anything to all of your computer files. He will change your bank
files preventing you from withdrawing any money by changing the file permissions. And
to prevent you from changing the file back, he will make himself the owner preventing
you from access to your own accounts. To understand this concept, I will give you a
lesson on system administration.

A Note for Fellow Computer Geeks:

In 1997 I was still learning the Unix operating system and did not understand how
/etc/group worked and how I could add users to the audio group and etcetera. Thus |
realize that changing the permissions on /dev devices is extremely dangerous but for an
example this works. Also, I had an inspiration about the meaning of 666 and the
Antichrist’s power to prevent access to your bank and credit card accounts. I also realize
that just setting the executable permission without the read permission is not too bright
since you have to be able to read the file in order to execute it.

File Permissions:

On multi user systems like Unix, AIX, Linux, OS2, Mac OSX, and etc. there is a method
to enable protection of your private data files. On a file that you create, you are the
owner and the group that you belong to will normally become the group owner. A long
directory listing looks like:

drwxr-xr-x 3 root root 1024 Jan 24 08:20 var/
-rw-r--r-- 1 root root 615 Feb 28 13:48 gold

172 Rev. LeRoy D. Cressy, “666, The Number of the Beast,” Jan 10, 1999, Oct 11, 2010,
<http://lrcressy.com/church/sermons/1999/03.02-jan.10.97-666.html>.
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-rwxr-xr-x 1 root root 1046 Mar 4 14:07 brass*
“r------- 1 root root 2596 Jun 29 1995 silver
---X--X--X 1 root bin 59246 Sep 13 1996 platinum*
The first column represents the file permissions. The first letter can either be:

‘d’ directory

‘T symbolic link

‘¢’ character device

‘b’ block device

¢ normal files

The other nine letters of the file permissions column are three sets of attributes for
various users. The first set is for the owner of the file. The second is for the group that
the file belongs to, like a department in a company will have files belonging to that
department. The members of the department will need access to the department files,
while those outside the department do not need any access to those files. The third set of
three letters represents access permissions for all other users of the system.

The three sets of three letters represent:

1’ read Enables users to look at the contents of a file
‘w’ write Allows users to write or change the contents of a file
x’ execute If the file is an executable file this says who has the

permission to run the program

As stated above there are three sets of groups of read write and execute, the first being the
file owner’s permissions, the second being the group owner’s permission, and the third
representing all others. Now these permissions are set with the chmod command. To use
the chmod command effectively you need to know binary, for these permissions are
actually three numbers.

binary:

The binary number system only has two numbers, either 0 or 1. The way to understand
this number system is to look at a table.

128 64 | 32 | 16

loo
I
[\S}
|—

0 0 0 0 0|1 1 0

The binary number 110=4+2=6

The binary number 110 sets the read and write attribute of a file. Using the chart above,
you can convert any number into a binary number or visa versa.

For example to change the number 11, you would take the highest number that 11 is
greater than or equal to which would be the 8’s column. Place a 1 under the 8. Then
calculate 11 - 8 = 3. Find the column that three is greater than or equal to which would be
the 2°s column. place a 1 under the 2. Now calculate 3 - 2 = 1. Place a 1 under the 1°’s
column.

128 | 64 | 32 | 16

|oo
I~
NS}
—

0 0 0 0 11011 1
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To check your work, add together the columns that have a 1 under them and you will see
that the result is 11 which is the number that you started out with.

Now place 0’s under every other column and you will see that 11 = 1011 binary.

Read, Write and Execute:

The r, w, x permission attributes are really binary numbers represented as letters. The
permissions that are set really have a value of 1.

Permission | By | Pectmal Definition
r-- 100 4 read only
-W- 010 2 write only
--X 001 1 execute only
rw- 110 6 read and wright
r-x 101 5 read and execute
-WX 011 3 write and execute
WX 111 7 read, write, and execute

The most powerful user of a multi user computer system is the root user. He has the
power to change the file permissions of files that he doesn't even own. He can read any
file on the system even if the files permission does not allow him to read it.

Normally, only the owner of the file or directory has the permission to change the file
permissions of the files that he is the owner. If group access or all others have write
access to a file then they are allowed to change the file's permissions. For example, if a
file has the permission -rw-rw-rw- then anyone on the system can change the file’s
permission and even the ownership of the file. But if a file has -rw-r--r-- then only that
file’s owner can change the file’s permission and ownership.

drwxr-xr-x 3 root root 1024 Jan 24 08:20 var/

-rw-r--r-- 1 root root 615 Feb 28 13:48 gold
-rwWXr-xXr-x 1 root root 1046 Mar 4 14:07 brass*
“r-------- 1 root root 2596 Jun 29 1995 silver
---X--X--x 1 root bin 59246 Sep 13 1996 platinum*

Let’s say if a user named leroy wants to change the file gold, he would get a permission
denied for he doesn't have write access to that file. Only root has permission to change
the file gold. But if root changes the permission on gold to -rw-rw-rw, then leroy can
come along and alter the file.

The way that root would change the gold file is:
chmod 666 gold
The number 666 is the octal number that changes the permissions for gold so that
everyone can both read and write to the file.

Every owner has “666” permission to the files that he owns, but on every computer
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system there is always someone that has “666” permission to every file on the system.
Now let’s take a worldwide computer system that the antichrist will be the one that will
wield the “666” power over every file in the system. Those that refuse to take the mark
of the beast will have their bank accounts changed. The file will still be there, but you
will no longer be the owner of that file. All of your other files that are kept on some
corporate computer will be changed that you will no longer have access to them, for your
ownership of those files will be changed. The antichrist will have absolute authority over
a worldwide computer system. That is why his number will be 666, for he will have 666
authority.

Now I realize that many of you are not interested in computer science, system administration, or
the binary number system. As you read through the above study, I would like you to contemplate the
ramification of 666. Could system permissions be the key to the number of the beast? As you read I
came upon this idea while working on one of my computers. Could you imagine the Antichrist removing
your access to your bank account? When I first wrote this in 1999 the Internet was in its infancy and we
we did not have direct deposit, or computer access to our bank accounts. What I contemplated in 1999 is
more important today to contemplate than when I first wrote the sermon. Can you imagine not being able
to use the MAC machine to withdraw money from your bank because your account permission has been
closed because you did not receive the mark of the beast? This day is coming!

Another idea could be that the Antichrist gets paid the same as Solomon got paid which was 666
talents of gold per year.

IT Chronicles 9:13
Now the weight of gold that came to Solomon in one year was six hundred and threescore and six talents
of gold;

Now a talent of gold weighs approximately 188.86 US pounds which is double the weight of a
talent of silver which is 94.43 US pounds. Now 666 gold talents equals 125,780.76 US pounds. Current-
ly 1n 2011 the price of gold is $1,415.00 per ounce or $22,640.00 per pound on Tuesday March 29,2011.
If you see a world leader being paid an annual salary of approximately $2,847,676,406.40 or 2 billion,
847 million dollars he probably is the Antichrist.

As a final note, this is just my surmising about the number of the beast. I realize that there are
many theories about the number of the beast and this is just one more theory for you to consider. When
the Antichrist comes on the scene we will know for sure what is really the meaning of the number 666.
Until that time all of the commentators on the book of Revelation will surmise what 666 really means. [
also realize that many preachers can be very emphatic about the number of the beast and biblical prophe -
cy concerning the last days, but [ am old enough to have seen many of these preachers proven wrong con -
cerning the Revelation of Jesus Christ. I remember that Ronald Wilson Reagan was supposed to be the
Antichrist because his first, middle and last name had six characters each. There were many radio preach-
ers preaching that Reagan had to be the Antichrist and that the great tribulation was at hand. Thus it is
important for everyone to take everything they hear and read with an attitude of suspicion and research
for yourself what the facts are. As stated earlier in this treatise I do not believe that Barack Obama is the
Antichrist, but he is just one of many who are preparing for the rise of the Antichrist just like many presi-
dents since Theodore Roosevelt was president in 1901 — 1909.

12.6.7 Antichrist Summation

The apostle Paul gave a wonderful summation in his second epistle the the Thessalonian Church
concerning the rapture and the Antichrist. We are currently living in the day when all of these prophecies
will come to fruition.
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2 Thessalonians 2:3-17

Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away first,
and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition;

4 Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God
sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God.

5 Remember ye not, that, when I was yet with you, I told you these things?

6 And now ye know what withholdeth that he might be revealed in his time.

7 For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he who now letteth wil/ /et, until he be taken out of
the way.

8 And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and
shall destroy with the brightness of his coming:

9 Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders,

10 And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not the love
of the truth, that they might be saved.

11 And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie:

12 That they all might be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness.

13 But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, brethren beloved of the Lord, because God
hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth:
14Whereunto he called you by our gospel, to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.

15 Therefore, brethren, stand fast, and hold the traditions which ye have been taught, whether by word, or
our epistle.

16 Now our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God, even our Father, which hath loved us, and hath given us
everlasting consolation and good hope through grace,

17 Comfort your hearts, and stablish you in every good word and work.

228



13 The 144,000 Tribulation Saints

13 @he 144,000 ribulation Samnts

Here is a synopsis of what we have already studied in section 6.8 which was part of the seven
seals which introduces us to the 144,000 Tribulation Saints.

Scripture Description

Rev 7:3 Four Angles told to hold off hurting the sea, earth, and trees until
the Saints of God were sealed in their foreheads

Rev 7:4-8 144,000 Tribulation Saints, 12,000 from each of the 12 tribes of
Israel. The scripture actually spells out the specific tribes that
contribute the 12,000 saints. When you are told by a Jehovah’s
Witness that 144,000 will be saved, you can ask them, “What
tribe of Israel are you from?”

Rev 7:9-12 An innumerable multitude of saints from every nation stood be-
fore the throne of the lamb clothed in white robes and palms in
their hands worshiped the Lord along with the 24 elders.

Rev 7:13-17 The innumerable multitude of saints worshiping the Lord came
out of the Great Tribulation and worship the Lord continually.

he 144,000 Jewish male virgins evangelize the world which creates the innumerable number of

tribulation saints. Imagine a 144,000 super evangelists evangelizing the world and converting many
to Christianity. This is what will happen during the Great Tribulation. Revelation 14 gives us more
details about the 144,000 virgins.

Revelation 14:1
And I looked, and, lo, a Lamb stood on the mount Sion, and with him an hundred forty and four thousand,
having his Father’s name written in their foreheads.

The first verse of Revelation 14 opens with a scene of the 144,000 Jewish male virgins having Je-
sus’ name written on their foreheads standing with Jesus on mount Zion in Jerusalem. According to sev -
eral Bible Dictionaries this is another name for mount Hermon in Jerusalem. The main point is that we
see Jesus with his sealed saints on mount Zion. It could be that the Lord is instructing them just like he
instructed the people when he gave the sermon on the mount in Matthew 5.

Revelation 14:2
And I heard a voice from heaven, as the voice of many waters, and as the voice of a great thunder: and I
heard the voice of harpers harping with their harps:

Here the Apostle John hears a voice from heaven that sounds like the ocean or like thunder. Also
John heard the sound of harpers harping with their harps. Now we already learned in section 4.2 about
the voice of God and this concurs. I do not know how John was able to differentiate between the voice of
God and the harps at the same time. When God is involved all things become possible.
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Revelation 14:3

And they sung as it were a new song before the throne, and before the four beasts, and the elders: and no
man could learn that song but the hundred and forty and four thousand, which were redeemed from the
earth.

The 144,000 tribulation saints sing a new song that no one else can learn. These special saints of
God that evangelize the world during the Great Tribulation have a special and unique song that only they
know. These saints are redeemed from the earth along with the innumerable multitude that they evange-
lized.

Revelation 14:4
These are they which were not defiled with women; for they are virgins. These are they which follow the

Lamb whithersoever he goeth. These were redeemed from among men, being the firstfruits unto God and
to the Lamb.

These saints are Jewish male virgins. These are really born-again Christians who follow Jesus
Christ with all of their heart. Whereas the current born-again Christian is a redeemed sinner saved by
grace these are saints who are redeemed without the bondage of sin. Look at the above and next verse
and see how they are redeemed.

Revelation 14:5
And in their mouth was found no guile: for they are without fault before the throne of God.

As born-again Christians Jesus has washed away a multitude of sins, but the 144,000 are special
saints whose only sin appears to be that they did not know the Lord since they were raised in the Jewish
tradition until they were redeemed. Notice that these have no guile and that they are without fault before
the throne of God.

We have a multitude of temptations to combat and we fail numerous times. The 144,000 tribula-
tion saints will have the same temptations but will have greater fortitude to resist the temptations than us.
Even with all our faults our sins have been cleansed by the blood of the lamb. Jesus has made us white as
snow by redeeming us from our own faults.

Revelation 14:6-7

And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach unto them that
dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people,

7 Saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to him; for the hour of his judgment is come: and
worship him that made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the fountains of waters.

This is the message that the 144,000 tribulation saints give to the world when the evangelize the
entire world. They preach to all the people of the world evangelizing every nation throughout the world.
There is not a nation or small island that is missed. All of the little islands in the Pacific are included in
this evangelism tour. There will be nobody alive that will have the excuse that they did not hear the
Gospel and of the coming judgment.

As I said previously these evangelists are personally taught by Jesus Christ on mount Zion in
Jerusalem. These have a dynamic message from the Lord and instead of twelve Apostles sent to evange-
lize the world there is 12 x 12000 evangelists taught by Christ to evangelize the world in a very short
time. These saints do not have two thousand years to get the message to the world, but must get the mes-
sage out immediately for the judgment of the wicked is at hand. Time is of the essence for these evange-
lists and they have a message directly from the Lord Jesus Christ.
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14 The Destruction of Babyylon:

<http.//vahushua.net/babylon/>

he destruction of Babylon is described in Revelation 14, 17, and 18. This is really very important if
you look at the amount of space that John uses in describing Babylon and her destruction.

There are many commentators that think that Babylon is the Roman Catholic Church, the recre-
ation of the city of ancient Babylon in Iraq, or even Israel. We will examine what really is the end-time
Babylonian nation that is described in both Revelation and the prophecies of the Old Testament.

Revelation 14:8
And there followed another angel, saying, Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great city, because she made all
nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication.

This end-time Babylon is a world superpower that causes all the nations of the world to follow
her lead. There used to be three superpowers, China, United States, and the Union of Soviet Socialists
Republic. Now there are only two, China and the USA.

The name Babylon comes from Genesis where the citizens of the world conspired against God
and built the Tower of Babel. The Easton’s 1897 Bible Dictionary says:

Babylon

The Greek form of BABEL; Semitic form Babilu, meaning “The Gate of God.” In
the Assyrian tablets it means “The city of the dispersion of the tribes.” The
monumental list of its kings reaches back to B.C. 2300, and includes Khammurabi, or
Amraphel (q.v.), the contemporary of Abraham. It stood on the Euphrates, about 200
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miles above its junction with the Tigris, which flowed through its midst and divided
it into two almost equal parts. The Elamites invaded Chaldea (i.e., Lower
Mesopotamia, or Shinar, and Upper Mesopotamia, or Accad, now combined into
one) and held it in subjection. At length Khammu-rabi delivered it from the foreign
yoke, and founded the new empire of Chaldea (q.v.), making Babylon the capital of
the united kingdom. This city gradually grew in extent and grandeur, but in process
of time it became subject to Assyria. On the fall of Nineveh (B.C. 606) it threw off
the Assyrian yoke, and became the capital of the growing Babylonian empire. Under
Nebuchadnezzar it became one of the most splendid cities of the ancient world. After
passing through various vicissitudes the city was occupied by Cyrus, “king of Elam,”
B.C. 538, who issued a decree permitting the Jews to return to their own land (Ezra
1). It then ceased to be the capital of an empire. It was again and again visited by
hostile armies, till its inhabitants were all driven from their homes, and the city
became a complete desolation, its very site being forgotten from among men. On the
west bank of the Euphrates, about 50 miles south of Bagdad, there is found a series
of artificial mounds of vast extent. These are the ruins of this once famous proud
city. These ruins are principally (1) the great mound called Babil by the Arabs. This
was probably the noted Temple of Belus, which was a pyramid about 480 feet high.
(2) The Kasr (i.e., “the palace”). This was the great palace of Nebuchadnezzar. It is
almost a square, each side of which is about 700 feet long. The little town of Hillah,
near the site of Babylon, is built almost wholly of bricks taken from this single
mound. (3) A lofty mound, on the summit of which stands a modern tomb called
Amran ibn-Ali. This is probably the most ancient portion of the remains of the city,
and represents the ruins of the famous hanging-gardens, or perhaps of some royal
palace. The utter desolation of the city once called “The glory of kingdoms”
(Isa.13:19) was foretold by the prophets (Isa.13:4-22; Jer. 25:12; 50:2, 3; Dan. 2:31-
38). The Babylon mentioned in 1 Pet. 5:13 was not Rome, as some have thought, but
the literal city of Babylon, which was inhabited by many Jews at the time Peter
wrote. In Rev. 14:8; 16:19; 17:5; and 18:2, “Babylon” is supposed to mean Rome,
not considered as pagan, but as the prolongation of the ancient power in the papal
form. Rome, pagan and papal, is regarded as one power. “The literal Babylon was
the beginner and supporter of tyranny and idolatry...This city and its whole empire
were taken by the Persians under Cyrus; the Persians were subdued by the
Macedonians, and the Macedonians by the Romans; so that Rome succeeded to the
power of old Babylon. And it was her method to adopt the worship of the false
deities she had conquered; so that by her own act she became the heiress and
successor of all the Babylonian idolatry, and of all that was introduced into it by the
immediate successors of Babylon, and consequently of all the idolatry of the earth.”
Rome, or “mystical Babylon,” is “that great city which reigneth over the kings of the
earth” (17:18).'7”

14.1 The Three Babylons

There are three Babylons mentioned in the Bible.

2 The Tower of Babel built by Noah’s great grandson Nimrod

173 “Babylon,” Easton Bible Dictionary.
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% Ancient Babylon of Nebuchadnezzar
% End-time Babylon

14.1.1 The Tower of Babel

Genesis 10:8-12

And Cush begat Nimrod: he began to be a mighty one in the earth.

9 He was a mighty hunter before the LORD: wherefore it is said, Even as Nimrod the mighty hunter
before the LORD.

10 And the beginning of his kingdom was Babel, and Erech, and Accad, and Calneh, in the land of Shinar.
11 Out of that land went forth Asshur, and builded Nineveh, and the city Rehoboth, and Calah,

12 And Resen between Nineveh and Calah: the same is a great city.

Genesis 11:1-9

And the whole earth was of one language, and of one speech.

2And it came to pass, as they journeyed from the east, that they found a plain in the land of Shinar; and
they dwelt there.

3 And they said one to another, Go to, let us make brick, and burn them throughly. And they had brick for
stone, and slime had they for morter.

4 And they said, Go to, let us build us a city and a tower, whose top may reach unto heaven; and let us
make us a name, lest we be scattered abroad upon the face of the whole earth.

5 And the LORD came down to see the city and the tower, which the children of men builded.

6 And the LORD said, Behold, the people is one, and they have all one language; and this they begin to
do: and now nothing will be restrained from them, which they have imagined to do.

7 Go to, let us go down, and there confound their language, that they may not understand one another’s
speech.

8 So the LORD scattered them abroad from thence upon the face of all the earth: and they left off to build
the city.

9 Therefore is the name of it called Babel; because the LORD did there confound the language of all the
earth: and from thence did the LORD scatter them abroad upon the face of all the earth.

Now we see that Nimrod is the son of Cush which is the grandson of Noah. Now Ham was one
of the travelers who sailed in the ark with his father Noah and Ham begat Cush after landing on Mount
Ararat. After the ark landed on mount Ararat in Turkey. Genesis 10 appears to show the travel path of
Noah’s family from mount Ararat. It appears that they traveled south following the Greet Zab River out
of the mountains until they came upon a plain they called Shinar which I believe to be east of Nineveh.

Micah 5:6

And they shall waste the land of Assyria with the sword, and the land of Nimrod in the entrances thereof:
thus shall he deliver us from the Assyrian, whe