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Dearing WitH Tue HypPocRITES

he hardest group of scoundrels for the

Christian to deal with are the hypocrites.
These are the ones who profess to be a Chris-
tian while living a life of sin, debauchery, and
filth. They are Satan's agents who need a lot
of prayer. Jesus and the apostles had the
hardest time in dealing with the hypocrites
while they were on the earth.

Take the Biblical text where Jesus is accusing

the scribes and pharisees of all being hyp-
ocrites.

Matthew 23:13-39

13 But woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees,
hypocrites! for ye shut up the kingdom of
heaven against men: for ye neither go in your-
selves, neither suffer ye them that are enter-
ing to go in.

14 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hyp-
ocrites! for ye devour widows' houses, and for a
pretence make long prayer: therefore ye shall
receive the greater damnation.

15 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hyp-
ocrites! for ye compass sea and land to make
one proselyte, and when he is made, ye make
him twofold more the child of hell than your-
selves.

16 Woe unto you, ye blind guides, which say,
Whosoever shall swear by the temple, it is
nothing; but whosoever shall swear by the gold
of the temple, he is a debtor!

17 Ye fools and blind: for whether is greater,
the gold, or the temple that sanctifieth the
gold?

18 And, Whosoever shall swear by the altar,
it is nothing; but whosoever sweareth by the
gift that is upon it, he is guilty.

19 Ye fools and blind: for whether is greater,
the gift, or the altar that sanctifieth the gift?

20 Whoso therefore shall swear by the altar,
sweareth by it, and by all things thereon.

21 And whoso shall swear by the temple,
sweareth by it, and by him that dwelleth
therein.

22 And he that shall swear by heaven,
sweareth by the throne of God, and by him
that sitteth thereon.

23 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hyp-
ocrites! for ye pay tithe of mint and anise and
cummin, and have omitted the weightier mat-
ters of the law, judgment, mercy, and faith:
these ought ye to have done, and not to leave
the other undone.

24 Ye blind guides, which strain at a gnat,
and swallow a camel.

25 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hyp-
ocrites! for ye make clean the outside of the
cup and of the platter, but within they are full
of extortion and excess.

26 Thou blind Pharisee, cleanse first that
which is within the cup and platter, that the
outside of them may be clean also.

27 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hyp-
ocrites! for ye are like unto whited sepulchres,
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which indeed appear beautiful outward, but
are within full of dead men's bones, and of all
uncleanness.

28 Even so ye also outwardly appear righ-
teous unto men, but within ye are full of
hypocrisy and iniquity.

29 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hyp-
ocrites! because ye build the tombs of the
prophets, and garnish the sepulchres of the
righteous,

30 And say, If we had been in the days of our
fathers, we would not have been partakers
with them in the blood of the prophets.

31 Wherefore ye be witnesses unto your-
selves, that ye are the children of them which
killed the prophets.

32 Fill ye up then the measure of your fa-
thers.

33 Ye serpents, ye generation of vipers, how
can ye escape the damnation of hell?

34 Wherefore, behold, I send unto you
prophets, and wise men, and scribes: and
some of them ye shall kill and crucify; and
some of them shall ye scourge in your syna-
gogues, and persecute them from city to city:

35 That upon you may come all the righteous
blood shed upon the earth, from
the blood of righteous Abel unto the blood of
Zacharias son of Barachias, whom ye slew be-
tween the temple and the altar.

36 Verily I say unto you, All these things
shall come upon this generation.

37 O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest
the prophets, and stonest them which are sent
unto thee, how often would I have gathered
thy children together, even as a hen gathereth
her chickens under her wings, and ye would
not!

38 Behold, your house is left unto you deso-
late.

39 For I say unto you, Ye shall not see me
henceforth, till ye shall say, Blessed is he that

cometh in the name of the Lord.

These are the same who had Jesus executed
on the cross. These are the same hypocrites
who surround us today They are the ones who
want to make your life miserable by causing
you to lose your victory in Jesus Christ the
Lord. These are the same that delight in irri-
tating you to the utter end. Sometimes they
don't even realize that they are doing such
wicked deeds for they don't even recognize
their own hypocrisy.

Take Jimmy Swaggart who was fooling around
with prostitutes while preaching against the
evils of sin. This evil man thought that he was
doing the will of God by preaching the evils of
sin while living a life of sin himself. Even
when he was rebuked by his own organization,
he refused to listen and continued his min-
istry. Another example was Jim and Tammy
Baker who were living a life of luxury while
cajoling their audience to send their ties and
offerings to them. Some even went hungry to
send money to them while the money was be-
ing spent on Jim and Tammy and not on any
Christian mission field.

The apostle John had a hard time with hyp-
ocrites as stated in his 3™ Epistle.

3 John 1:9-11

9 I wrote unto the church: but Diotrephes,
who loveth to have the preeminence among
them, receiveth us not.

10 Wherefore, if I come, I will remember his
deeds which he doeth, prating against us with
malicious words: and not content therewith,
neither doth he himself receive the brethren,
and forbiddeth them that would, and casteth
them out of the church.
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11 Beloved, follow not that which is evil, but
that which is good. He that doeth good is of
God: but he that doeth evil hath not seen God.

So as Jesus had trouble in the world with the
agents of Satan so do we. They are all around
us and they think nothing of lifting themselves
up over the flock of God. They may claim to be
pastors, teachers, apostles, or whatever, but in
reality they are the sons of Satan!

How do we deal with the wicked agents of the
enemy?

Recognize them for who they are.
Pray for your adversaries.

Do good to those who hate you.

Try to follow the following example.

Matthew 5

38 Ye have heard that it hath been said, An
eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth:

39 But I say unto you, That ye resist not evil:
but whosoever shall smite thee on thy right
cheek, turn to him the other also.

40 And if any man will sue thee at the law,
and take away thy coat, let him have thy cloak
also.

41 And whosoever shall compel thee to go a
mile, go with him twain.

42 Give to him that asketh thee, and from
him that would borrow of thee turn not thou
away.

43 Ye have heard that it hath been said,
Thou shalt love thy neighbour, and hate thine
enemy.

44 But I say unto you, Love your enemies,
bless them that curse you, do good to them
that hate you, and pray for them which de-
spitefully use you, and persecute you;

45 That ye may be the children of your Fa-

ther which is in heaven: for he maketh his sun
to rise on the evil and on the good, and
sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust.

46 For if ye love them which love you, what
reward have ye? do not even the publicans the
same?

47 And if ye salute your brethren only, what
do ye more than others? do not even the publi-
cans so?

48 Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Fa-
ther which is in heaven is perfect.
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